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GOSPEL- © | 


Repre fe entizg the 


MISCARRIACES 


Ot 


Engliſh Profeſsors, 


BOTH 
In their Perſonal and Relative Capacities , for 
WitlCy God 13 contending with them , by the 
Sword, Plague, FC and (tince the writing 
of che grearelt part of the following 
Treartile for the Prefs ) by the 
dreadful Five in Loxden, 


OR, 
A.CALL FROM HEAVEN 
Toa SINNERS and SAENTVW, 


By, Repentance and Reformation to prepare to 
meet God, |. WSTUCTEY] 


— 


Levit. 19. 17. Thos halt net hate thy Brother in, 
thine heart : T hou (halt wn any wiſe rebuke thy 
Neighbor, and not ſuffer Sin nnon him. 

Jer. 2. 35. Tet thou ſ«y:/t, Becanſe | am innocent 
wrely bis anger (hall turn from me © Behold, | 
will plead with thee , becauſe thou ſayeſt, / have 
not ſinned. + 
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PREFACE 


HEN itisa day of darknefs 
and of gloomineſs, a deygt 
Bs clouds, and df thick datt- 
; neſs, then ( ſaith the Prophyl 2 
* Blow ye the Trumper in Zion , a Joel 2; 
? tound an Alarum in my holy Moutt- © 2+ 
| rain: Let all the Inhabirants ofthe 
7 Land cretnble, How” hath "the Lord 
# covered che Daughter of Zton with 4 
$ Cloud in his anger , and caſt down 
From Heaven unto che  Eatth the 
beauty of [{ra#], and rechembred not 
Vis Fook- ſtool in the day of his atger > 
Yenath violently rakeh away his Ta- y 5. 
erhacle, gs thi were of a Garden; he 
hath- deſtroyed the Places of the Al: 
ſ{cmbly : The Lord hath caliſed'thie ſo- 


977k = 


Cxm, 25 
L 


V.7. 


2 Sam. 
6.1,2, 


The Authors 
E&tan Feaſts and Sabbaths to be fofs 


gotren in Zion, and hath deſpiſed in 
ye indignation of his anger his 
ricſts, Yes, the Lord hath caſt oft 
his Altar , he hath abhorred his $an- 
Gtuary , the Law is no more , hicr Pro- 
her» alſo find no Viſion from the 
ord, Othat zow mingcycs could fail 
with tcars 4. aud my bowels were more 
troubled within me | O tha: my Liver 


. pire poured __ the Earch for the de- 
\C 


ſtruction of the Daughter of my Peo- 
ple, becauic the Children and. the 
Sucklings ſwoon in the ftrects of the 
City ! We ſce not our Signcs, there is 
no more any Prophet , neither 5 there 
among us any that knoweth How 
Long. 

en we, like David, were reſtoring 
the Arkof God, I mean, the preſence 
of Chriſt , 53 bis worſbip and Ordinances, 
what Stumblings of the Oxen bate , we 
ſeen ? what miſerable Diſappuntments bave 


we met with? And what ſad breaches *' 


bave there been made ? How hath God ſlopt 
our way , and branded our Enterpriſes 
with wonderſul rematks of bis ſore diſplea« 
ſure > | 


Hoſ,4.1, Heat therefore the word of the Lord, | 2 
"ve 
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*this his anger is not turned away 


Preface. 


ye Children of Iſrael, for the. Lore \ 

hath a Controverſic with the Inhabizs* 

rancs of the Land, we poor "Mnifltry 

hate pleaded nith you , till me can plead"nd' 

more : the Lord hath bid us Rand by;' 

nbilet be bimſelf takes up the Contyouer(ie,” 

Os it not atcarful thing to fall imothe'fey;, 

t ands of the living God > Aye you tf 10, 31, 

ſenſible what Arrows God hath begun to ſhove 

among it us > Hew mary thouſands , and” -* 

ten thouſands hath be taken away as wirh'Plal. 58, 

a whirlwind 6y the Peftilence 2 For all 9: 

: bur' Ifa. Fo 

his hand 15 ſtretched one ill, How ©?" 

beth God (ſhaken eur Heavens, and our 1440. +: 

Earrh ; the Sea, as well as dry Land# 6, © 

How doth be contend Hill by the Smeyd > 

And how much precious bleed bath the Earth 

ant Sea drunk up > For allthis his an- 

ger is not turned away, bur his hand is 

ſtretched our ſt1ll. / 
O! Come, Bchold the works of the pj1, 46. 

Lord, what deſolations he hath made 8. 


| inthe Earth. Every Providence of Ged , 


. 


| 
| 


( eſpecially his more notable As) batb a 
reaſon written upsn it, could mans eye 
read tt. when the Charch 'ned that 
God was as a ſtranger in the Land , and Jer. T4; 


as a wayfaring man, that turnerh aſide 5, 10. 
A3 r0 


44+ 


LEI 
# 


@ #7 


The Authors 


$o tarry for a night : The Lord replyes to 
thew, Thus have they loved to waa- 

T > &c. The Controver ſie began 012 

ir (ade ; they may ſee their $11 tn th: Pu- 
nithment, a5ina Glaſs. Do they with 
der 1 $70 range to them > The eſtrange- 
ment began ou their part, Nothing appears 


mare eur infiant Duty , than to exter @ ſe- 
as ſcrutiny 5 What have we done 2 


Lam, 3, Whexein bave we offended > Let us ſearch 
42,41, 'and try our waycs ; ( ſath the affliaed 


Eburcb of Judah , upon thes Very occaſion 
ef the Bio coyerivg himſclf m__ a 


"Cloud, thar their Prayers could nor 


aſs tarough 3 and turn again to tf e 
. Leryslifr upour heart, with 
gur hands, unto God in the Heavens, 


+ ©! Conſider your wayes; The Lerd 


dewbleih it, Your iniquitics have ſcpe- 


9, Fated berween you andyour God, and 


your fins have hid hrs face from you , 
that he will nor hcar. 
: 1 find men. will eaſily ſabſcribe to this , 
[#4 Sin is the procuring cauſe of all miſery ; 
1find an eptneſs to transfery the guilt 


Eram a. 40 angther , fram.one party ta. anc: | 


thers, and though progle doxguen (ell them- 
$lves to work wickedpels,, yer ſo gre- 


Seminar 44 Self- lus » that 1: ſers no ſpas 
O01 $i "1 


4 +4 T © FF aa a Ma _ 


Preface, 


initſelf. Ahab is xot che troubler of 
Iſracl , but Elijah : Nay, 4 good man, 
Aaron excuſeth bimſelf , and layes the pq 
blame on others. The Sin 18 theirs , mt 24, 22, 
mine, Men bate anatural deſire to juſtifie 
themſelves , and their defire 1s ſo ſtrong , 
that they care not mhom they beſpatter or bar- 
den, (0 they may but caſe and acquet them- 
ſelves, 

And indeed , Sinisſuch an ugly Mon- 


fter , that no man will own it , if be can 


chooſe 5 but bad rather lay this Child of 
Darkneſs at any mans door, yes at Gods, 
than Father it himſelf. 

My Deſign in this Enterprize , 1s , to 
obuiate this Diftemper , and to bring you , 
all of you, to qpn your iniquity ; that you 
may. ſay ( reſolye upon it ) that you will —_ 
conteſs your iniquity , that ſo God may . ith 
torgive the iniquiry of your fin, My © 
Place, and Duty, as 8 Minifter ( though 
wholly unworthy of that Relation to God and 


; you) binds mete caule Jeruſalem to know Ezek. 


her abominations ; and therefore I have 16. 2+ 
deſcended to Particulars , that , if it be 


; the will of God, 1 might bit the bumour , 


and ſhew to every man the plague of his 1 Kings 
own hearr. C.3%. 
The Lond kneweth , 1 take no plegſure to 
A 4 rake 


Vox cla- 
mantis 
in De- 
ſerto. 


Tk Authors 


vahe in: theſe Danghills : I dreal the 7 
wſes , tbat the Sons of Belial may mate of 
this Enterprize : I expert Tartous Cenſurrs 
from them, who [bould be otherm:ſe mined, 
but my record 1s 04 high, that th- great 
Deſign of this Pub'rcation ts , taveduce Pro- 
feſſours to a more aweful , bumble , ſertous 
Kepentance tewards God, and ſingular Con- 
werſation be fore men. 

I thank Go1 for the freed ine that a Re. 
yerend Brother bath taken with the ezeRed 
AMintiters: and I muſt profeſs that ſince 
the peruſal of that moſt ſeaſonable Pirce, 1 
bate had no quiet tn my Conſetence , till [ 
entred upon this Labour. Though my be- 
dily Diſtempers pleaded loud for my ſrtence ; 
though ! was told , the prudent ſboul4 hold 
thetr peace tn an tu days though 1 know 
"tis an unthankful office ro a4moniſh and 
reproue, &Cc, Tet [ bave laid by all Im- 


pediments and ObjrAions that Self was ob- 


truding, and wiſh I hadſuch gifts , and 
ſuch offetions, and ſuch a diſcerning of the 
bearts and lives of Profeſſours, as might 
render me ſome way uſeful , to put you upon 
ſelf-refletton , upen ſelf-tryal, 1n order 18 
6 full Repentauce: I pray God , 1 ſo 
farr at 2 # ſucceed , pu obſtruF Pas. Ls 


ſed exclaming againſt the fins of Gruer- 
neary , | 


24 regs 


a. 6. _ op 


Preface. 


news, and ibe ſins of divided Parti , 
os at length to make you cry out, Whar 
tave I done> O! bow bavte 1 protviked 
God > 

Out of pity t2 your ſouls hate I undertae 
ken this jubjet : Our pangs , like thoſe of 
a tratailliig Woman , are battentng © the 
( but, are ſwelling , 1 am lah they ſhould 
fall on yeu 14 aſecure 81. d 1mperatent condli- 
tron, 1 am not o[hamed to tell you , that I 
foreſee foul weather, and 1 mould you 
ſhould be tn readineſs for boiſterous Seas, 1 
know nobing ſave guilt will then ſink your 
bearts : the load of af fliron mill be ſo beaty 
on1 hard upon you, that I would bate n0- 
thing elſe ( not the load of nullions of un- 
repented fins ) at the (ame timv, to preſs you 
down. Sins unrepented of, will ſoon, as poy- 
ſon,drink up your ſpirits, If fin be cexfeſſed, 
ond repented of , if God hath forgruen, no 
matter what loads lye uptn the Lack , ſeeing 
no guilt hes upon the Conſcience. 

Havting green you an accompt of 
Deſign, and tht reeſun of it , 1 ſhall only 
add , 


That it may net be expeBed I ſhould grue 
you 4 full Catelogue of all your ſir, nhich 
are proocations tn the eyes of the Lord this 
day, Who canutdcritand bjs errcurs > 
Cleanſe 


The Authors, &c. 


Pſal. 19, Cleanſe thou me {and the Lazd) from 


I2, 


2. 


4+ 


all our (ecret, as well as known, faults, 

God forbid I ſhoul 1 be ſo cenſortous, as to 
judge all P rofeſſours guilty of Theſe ſins , tn 
all che Parcicularitics , or tx all the Ag- 
gravations of them, Some are to be charged 
one way, ſome another ; few can waſh tiicir 
hands in innccency, that ihey are no ways 
Principals er Accclories. 

Farr be u from me to be parttal in my 
Charge, to adlaiice any F ation of men up- 
on the rutxes of their Brethren, 

I deſire you would take this Catalogue 1n- 
29 your Cloſets with you, and as you read, ſet 
& ſpecial mark of obſert ation-on thoſe ſins , 
which are chiefly yours , in order ro repen- 
tance, and amendment , and then give the 
Lord no reſt, $i! be hath took bis Pen, and 
aipt it in the blood of his Son , and blotted 


them out of bis Diary, and remembrance, 


And Laſily, Let me beſeech the Reader , 
to be Very tmportunate with the Lord, for an 
bumble, tender ſpirit ;, that prejudice , un- 


| 


belief, and hardneſs of begrt., may not accom- | 


pany bim un the peruſal of the following lines, 
6nd thereby, bath bis , and my own endea- 
Y0urs, become aborttye, 


A 


: 
: 


| 
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A Brief 


ACCOUNT 


| What may be expetted in the following 
| 


[ 


By a Friend to the Autbour and Reader. 


PRofeſſour , In this neceſſary and ſeaſons 
Pho Gofpel-Glafs, ef are many Jai 

but uſeful Sights for thee, 
Firſt, Wouldſt thou know what may & 
feen ? Ile tell thee; Herein the Miſcarriox 
ges bf Profeſſours ( and therefore of tive 


| ewnſelf) are enumerated and aggrauts 


, 


| 


tr, The Sins enumerated are either & 
gainſt the Law Tindle el joyntly , OR" 


oy the Goſpel ond wſeveralhy. 


Pro: 


The Contents. 


Profeſſours Sins againſt the Law and 


Goſpel joyntly , are hinted in the firſt 
Chapter , which ſhews their Regardleſs- 
neſs of their own and others Souls. 


» 


d 


wp. WW, 


TheirSins againſt the Goſpel more pe- | 


culiarly , areſpoken to inthe ſeven next | 


Chapters. The 24. ſhews their Want of ſa- 
ving Conviction and CompunAion : the 
3d. their Want of Deſpair in Self: the 4th, 
their Miſcarriages about Soul-troubles , 
the four tollowing Chapters , their Mic 
carriages about believing in Chriſt : the 
5th. their [gnorance of Chris}, ſerving 
their turns of Chriſt, making baſe Capitu- 
lations with him: the 6th. their Delayes 
to cloſe with Chris : the 7th. their 7a- 


king Chriſt partially , without conjugal 


Aﬀettions, and without conſidering the 


CoFt they may be at : the 8th, their Shuf- | 


fling together falſe Signes of cloſing with 
rt. W 
Their Sins againſt the Lam morempe- 
culiarly , areeither againſt the Fir? or 


Second | to 


-» 


The Contents. 
| Second Table. Their Sins againſt the Firſt 
| Table ( under the Head of Ungodlineſs ) 


| are diſcovered inthe Eleven following 


Chapters, The 9th, ſhews their /onorance 


| and Errours: the 10th. their Want of 
| Love to God: the 11th. their Evil Sur- 


miſes of God : the 1 2th, their Unthankful- 
neſs : the 13th. their Neglett of Prayer , 
eſpecially of Secret, both Ejaculatory and ' 
Cloſet-Prayer : the 14th. their Miſcarria- 
ges about their Prayers: the 15th. their 
Slighting the written Word of God, eſpeci- 
ally in not reading and meditating on it as 
they ought.: the 16th. their Miſcarriages 
about the Promiſes : the 17th. their Abuſe 
of Providence : the 18th. their Hypocriſy : 
the 19th. their Sabbath-Sins. 

_ Their Sins againſt the Second Table, 


: axe either Perſonal or Relative. 


"Their Perſonal Sins are evinced in 
the four next Chapters. The 20th. ſhews 
their Miſcarriages about Self-tryal: the 
21/, their Pride : the 229. their Glut- 


tony ; the 234, their [dleneſs, Their 


 XUM 


The Contents, 

Their RelativeSins are ſpoken tointhe | 
Fourteen following Chapters. The 24th. | 
thews their Unmercifulneſs : the” 25th, | 
their Vnrighteouſneſs, or Unfaithfulge s | 
in Trading : the 26th. their Covetouſneſs : * 
the 27th, their Envy: the 28th. thelf ! 
Sins as Superiours : the 29th, as Husbands | 
&r Wives : the 30th. as Parents or Child- 
ren: the 31/t. as Maſters or Servants : 

_ the324. theirMiſcarriages towards Mini-| 
ſters, before their ſulencing : the 33d. Since * 
their filencing : the 34th. their Miſcarri-' 
ages towards Sinners. Hs &/ 

The Aggravations of their Miſcarria- 
ges, that are here enumierated,thou haſt iti 
the two next Chapters. The z7th. ſhews 
their Di/-ingenuity and Scandalouſneſs *, 
the 38th. their Sinning againSF Ainow- 
ledge , and impenitently , notwithſland- 
ing all means to bring thent unto Repert- 
ance. | Y LI 

Secondly ,, Wouldſtthou know., and 

that experimentally , How _u/ef#l ' ſuch 

ET, RS 


XUM 


The Contgpts. * 
; | Sights may be untothy Soul ? Read diſh. 
| gently the two laft Chapters. The 39th. 
| ſhews hat Uſe thou ſhouldſt make of this 
« | Glaſs : andthe goth. What Reaſon there is 
. | thou ſhouldſi make ſuch Uſe thereof, 

#! And noy, Conlciencious Reader,(ſo1 
7. | (tile thee, becauſe I hope thou reſolvelt ſo 
-- to be) having given thee this brief Ac- 
. . count of what thou mayeſt expe in the 
- | following excellent Treatiſe, I cannot but 
>; aſſure thee, thar if thou bringeſt hither 
+! with thee a apr and teachable Spirit, 
.: defirous to have thy Soul Fr tbe 
\: | quick, andthe ſores thereof launced, and 
3x throughly cured,thou wilt notloſethy coſt 
\; 1 and pains : The cloſeneſs and pythingſs of, 
2 :\ the Compiſement, will not.onlypleaſe; but 
p. | he Materials, fo full of Spiritual.vigour, 
>3-fand Scriptural-experience, will wonder- 
0h fully advantage thy Soul , and give thee 


nd nity, t9 blefs God, for putting it into the 


cauſe, all the dayes of thy lite, yea to eter-. 


\chiteartofthe Reverend Authour ( affer he 
hits] | | -* hath 


-_ 


. 


The Contents, 

hath ſacrificed his ſpirits and ſtrengrh,in 
a publick way of ſervice to God, and his 
Church, with morethan ordinary aftivity 
and felf-denjal ) under many bodily 
weakneſſes, yea under a ſentence of death, 
thus to employ his Pen, when he cannot 
his Zongue , for the good of thy Soul. 
Every particular Chapter,will. if God add 
his bleſſing,prove a conpleat Soul-ſavin 
Treatiſe. 1 ſhall add no more, toperf' _ 
thee ro Come and ſee, but this;that nothin 
but unwillingneſs to ſee what is here to be 
ſeen, and unperſwpadablenzſs to make ſuch 
improvement of ſuch Sights,can makethy 
Caſe deſperate. Be ſure only, Before, [n, 
and After, thy ſerious peruſal of theſe 
Chapters, of ſo much worththac thou beg, 
earneſtly of God, that he would be plea- 
ſed, with ſome of his Sons Eye-ſalve , to 
open thine eyes, that thou mayeſt ſee; and 
by his Spirit move ſo upon thy ſpirit, 


that thine eye may ſuitably affed chine, 


heart , with what ſo much tends to the 


promoung ofthine cternal welfare. 
CHAP, 


el 
| at 
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The Sins of Profeſſours. Þ. 


CHAP, I. DS 


Their regardleſſeneſs of Souls, = 


I 

On Careleſs art we of our %. 
own Soul 

. 1- O how few do b:lieve znce 
they are wn having be- Jo 
dies that muſt dye, but precioule 
Souls that will never dye ? a 

ow few do believe that 
F.: their bodies were given them to be ſervice- 
} ab!ero their Souls e Their headsheir hearts, 
L- | their eyes, their ears, their hands, cheir 
[0 | feer, &c. wereall co attend upon their ſouls, 
id |} andco he'p taem to Heaven : But this is nor | 
".- | believed by many : As they are ignorant of 
| 1 the bleſſed Gd, who wade them, and of 
ne | 7oſ#: Chriff , whocame ts redeem them , 
3 and know not whether there be an Holy* Gho#t 
he\ os =o : So they are ignorant of the preciouſ- 
nbls of rheir Souls : _ hath not giv-n 

bh = 0 them 


& 
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WD 
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Inconh. 
4:ratc- 
nels; 


Their regardleſsneſs of Souls, 
tem Cycs LO read any aunderitand that a man 
15 ngt , canno: be , proficed , 4t he (hall guin 
the whole world ; and loſe his own Soul. 
Chritt's que{t:0ns,h.t will it profit 4 mans& c, 
Phat ſhall a man give ia exchange for bis 
Souls Put "© out ot all queſtion, Alas 1 ma- 
ny, Wii carry Tone nafne ot Cirittans 5 de- 
ſerve not the name of men. When you 
begin to value-your Souls, you begin to be 
men, -O1 that men would value that, 
winch once they ſhall, tity muſt, value ? 
Tucdamred part: £n0w now t'e worth oft 
her Sol; ;: How m any will not ? 

2. How few conhiaer the worth and procu- 
onſnefs of their Soul:? When do ſuch thoughts, 
as theſe, polleflc you ? © Here in this earthly 
* rebernacle , in this honſe of booths dwells a 
« thing , that I never ſaid, that is wotth a 
« world: though here T crawl up and down, 


-. #* like a worm of two or three Cubits long , 


Job. 4 21. 


(Caring 
mc tor 


'e body 


1anths 
v*, 


© and am in danver to be thrown into an bole 
© every day ; yet I carry with me a Jewel, 
© the loſs whereof the whole world cannoc 
* repair. How ſ:ldome do nominal Pro- 
feſſours conhder ſadly and ſeriouſly, what 
will become of their ſouls, when their excel- 
lency, which is in them, ſhall go, or journey , 


away , as Eliphaz, ſpeaks? Examine your | 


thoughts all che day long , from wr; 
Evening , and few are laid out for the Soul 
% Aye not aff the thoughts and cares laid 


0:t apon the body, though the body be but clay, ;; 

and the ſoxt is a ſpirit, the body muſt dye ;_ bu." 

the ſoxl ſhall never dye ? Flow frequently do, 
Fc we 


SRI TIP A 


, PP 


A 
: 


? 


Their regardleſinefs of Souls, 
we think of our vudtcs , what cheir .wants', 
buzchens, neceſſities are ? but not fo of our 
fouls, How muci of every gay is ſpenc in 
providing tor thy body , but how little tor thy 
ſou! ? Tet body ſhould be but the ſoul's ſer* 
vant , yet men feed the ſlave, and ffarve the 
child, Thx body mult be fed every day, clad 
every Cay , yea aderrned every day , and ohy- 
fick” It dift empered ; but the ſow! 1.C&ds food , 
rayment, phy c>> Continua'ly, yer lyeta un- 
reaarced , is leit miſerable, naked, tarved, 
&Cc. A ſervant hath rwo talents to keep, the 
Cuuild , and 7 1E Cauld®. cloatins : will che Ma- 
fter thank th: ſervant, it ie plead I have kept 
che cloatht 3 but | liave reglefted che life of 
the child ? Tiy baay is bur thy ſouls outward 
oarmenr, How of:tten have your Miniſters 
wid you , taat the foal was better than the 
body ? and that your ſouls needed dayly 
care more chan your bodies? and yet you 
look after the one , withche negleR of the 
otlier. A cay is coming, when thou wile 
wiſh thou hait been bred in the Field a 
mons the healts and worms, tor that thou re- 
gardei({ thy ſoul no more , than if chou hadft 
but the lite of a bealt: thou wilt wiſh thou 
had be*n made a toad , a ſerpent , 4 worms, a 
deg, a ſwine, &C. for then thou ſnouldft not 
have ſuffered to eternicy , as now thou wilt , 
unleſs che eyes of thy vnderitanding be open- 


| Edto ſee, conſider, and make proviſion tor thy 
3 preczons, but periſhing ſoul. Thy body is pe- 


riſhing every day , awd thy ſoul is upon the 
borders of eternity ; ir uit live for ever ;; 
\ | — | 


XLUM 
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- 


towards 


Their regardleſsneſs of Souls, 
= all chy care is for the body , which 
ely will not live chreeſcore years and cen; 
bur the ſoul is negleed, chat muſt live 
threeſcore millions ot years in hell withour 
repentance , and then, when that date 15 0» 
ver, thouart as far irom the end of thy miſe- 
ry , as thou wa't che firit day , thou walt 
uUrown amon? the damned. 
4. How many will not ſpeak with their ſouls? 
They are grearer ftranger, to them , than the 
Lendonersare 10 their next Nerghbours, Didit 


our ſouls, thou ever ask thy ſoul ſuch queſtions } ©* O 


Niegegard 
Iyneſs ro- 
wards our Wit, 


ſouls, 


& my foul how i it, how will it be, with thee ? 
«O my ſoul, i» what ſlate art thou? Omy 
'« ſoul, what will become of thee? O! what 
© will become of thee in the next world ? 
5- At what coſt were we any time for our 
Jeoparded foul. ? The Phyfitian 1s conſulted 
ich, if chere be an ache upon the body : we 
will, with the woman , part with all, beever 
our ſelves, to recover health of body. When 
did you know a man ſtarve himſelf, if he 
could have bread, and water , what ever ic 
coſt > We will be at any expence of time , 
labour , and charges, to keep our bodiey from 
ſtarving ; but how are the Ordinances of 
God, the Word and Sacraments ( the 'ſpi- 
ritual food of the ſoul ) negleted } The fleſh 
muſt he ſatisfied ; as for the ſoul , there is 
lictle regard to its well-being. We cannot 


2 P13 3. endure to ſee a Cat,a Dog, a Beaft want 


meat; but how eaſily do many digeſt the 
want of that milk, whereby they ſhould be 
maintained and grow ? God ( ſaith one ) gives 

a 


; f0 


[ 


— - © 


: 
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Their regardleſineſs of Souls. 
to theſe their requeſtt , be gives them quailes, 
but ſends leanneſs into their ſouls, 


6. How falrleſs are many of ſoul-loſſe; ? Fearleſs. 


kow common is it for people to draw back neſs of 


matter ? / ſhall loſe my eſtate , liberty » 4) (es, 


ſach a fine, &C, hey little conlider what 
their fouls will loſe, if cley do not perſe- 
vere , if they live not up their light, Pro- 
feſſoxurs ( pardon me that I miſcall you) rh 

you are blind, and mad; and fee not the worth 
ot your fouls ; yet know, that your ſouls are 
the moſt conliderable Jewels, you ſtand poſ- 
ſeſſed of, All the world will not weigh with 
one ſoul, Thy money may ranſome thy brdy ; 
nothing ſave Chriſt; bloed thy ſovl. Pauſe 
while ( Reader ) and refle& on all thy ſin» 
full negle&ts of thy immortal Soul , leſt on 
thy death-bed thou ſhriek and cry, O my ſoul, 
whether art thou going ? 


2. How little aye the ſouls of others valued Careleſs 
ad cored for how many maſters are there , "*ſ40f ©» 
that czre no more for their ſervants fouls, than 
for the dogs } nay not (0 much? Perhaps 
ſome of you are carefull that the bodies of 
your families be cloathed , be fed, &c. bur 


ence 


ſo 


the ſouls lie unprovided for : more care is ta- Soul- 


ken for the pigs, than for che ſouls. 


1. How do we juitly cenſure thens as worthy 
Capital puniſhments , that murther the bo- 


ſoners 
cenſured 
as they 


ought 


| T: hirs who d be, 
es of men; but not ſo othirs poyſen an - 


deſtroy thouſands of ſouls? 
How do you hate 7 (5 


: e an band in murthe- 
ring Gay ay, to lay poyſon for Gn 
3Z - 


thing rs 


1s 4 
Ns 
ſouls, 


from the ſervice of Chrilt > O! what is the ſouls lob 


8 


or rrou- 
bled ar 


Thetr regardleſtneſs of Sduls, 
deſtruction of an\ ? ana yet how conimonly 
do men lay the poyl. on of ill councell , and ilt 
example before others to cavſe tiem to fall 
into the pit of hell, and are rot aff. ed vita 
this greac evil ? 

2. How trowbled ave we at any that ki b:* 
dies, of that murcher others', hut not fo a: 


ſoul. mur. NC mill: ons, TnAart« 'eſtroy fer Own and o- 


therers, 
| 


Low ef- 


thers ſouls, 'that have an hand 1m roming y n 
damning themſelves and others ? 

3+ If any ne plef? means that might ove cone 
tinued the life of their hushand:, cinldren, QC. 
how are they drjefied ? how do th e, wrin? 
their hands, an bear their breaſt; ? w] ereas, 
it by careleſsneſs, if by the negle& of their 
duries, if by evil example , they have de- 
ſtroyed their ſou!s, they are not troubled 
about theſe matters. 

4. How do you accrunt meanly of all that 


reems of take pains for their ſemls ? ? chat wait at the 
thoſe that 


pools of Betherda, that conſult Minifters , 
and books, and attond on te Ordinances for 
their ſouls, whilt you account it your x iſ- 
dome to lay ovt the moſt , if not all, of 
your time for your bodies? Haſt thou the 
name Of a Chriſtian? 1 pray God to Tet one 
word to' fink into thine heart ; thow haſt not 
{ brift , thou haſt not the Sp ire of Chriſt in 
thee; he knows how to value Fouls, and there- 
fore ſhed blood for them , and ſends lys Spi- 
ririn the Goſpel to be importunate. tor her 
ſalyation.. - 4 


4 
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CHAP, Il. 


Their want of ſaving C onvifln 
and Compuntion, 


Ow many Profefſours , like Pazl, are ,, 
alive without the Law? How many , wichour 
like Sardis, ave 4 nawe to live; 1mgine the Law. 


they are alive, when they are dead } How x 7-9 
; 4 3- . 


many are alive in their own conceir , and 
perhaps intlie conceir of others , and yet are 
void of che true ſuper-natural life ? How me- 
ny are contemted with their being baptized ? 
They ſee no need cf Chriſt , they were born 


of Chriſtian Parents , they are of the ſtock of Lukez.3, 


Abraham: We have Abraham to our» Father. 
They do not conlider how n:eny baptized 
perſons are deadly enemies to Chritt , and to 
cheir ſouls, and averſe ro the wayes of holt- 
neſs: they will not conſider that Swearers , 
Drunkards and Adul:tcrers have as cood 
claimes to Chriſt and heaven as theſe have. 
How many alſo pleaſe themſelves with the Re- 
ligion of Education? God hath not moulded 
kheit beartr, though Parents their lives : their 
Parents have taught them ſome Principles 
of Religion , bur they are ſtrangers to the 
wondefful operations and teachings of the 
| A 4 Holy 


\ 
7 


Ve 


.7 


2 Their want of ſaving Convittion, 
Holy Gaoit : they have no: the uttion from 
@bove (hey know no: what it is ) that teach» 
#th all things ; and yet ſncl; as theſe are alive, 
3. e, merry, jocund , jovial, conadent it any 
to heaven, they ſhall be of tue nymber, 
ut to ſpeak more perticularly. 
Few con» Firſt » How many are there that were ne- | 
vinced of Ver convinced Of original lin, imputed, or im | 
original parted? 1. How few are conv;uced that Adam : 
PU” was 4 common perſon, ardthat we inned 'n | it © 
foe. loynes ; that if he bad ſtood , we had ſtood : and © 
that it 1s juſt nith Ged , that br (hip wracking | 
himſetf, we ſhould be conrted finners in fun. ? 
We did eat of the forbidden fruitin Adam , 
we in «Aden believed iis Dzvil rather cha 1 
God , wein Adam broke wich Cod for 
royes and rrifles ; we we-e ungrareful, diſo- 
bedient in him; we 2polt:tized in him, and 
broke covenant with (God in him ; hence by 
ove mans offence ſin entred 1.to the world , ard © 
death by fin ; for that ( a+ Levi paid tithes in © 
Abraham, # Nas hec-me rebells againit rhe * 
- Majeſty of Heaven in our firſt Parents ; © 
when did you ſhed a tear for Adam's (in , for | 
your and [11s grand provocation ? 
Few con- 2, How few ſte Adam's ſinful nature imp 
vinced of parted to thews ? They ſee not their inward | 
Ph oa part i very wickedneſs , nothing but wicked. 
— neſs, Few ſee what a ſad Apoftacy from 
Pſal, 5.9, the perfetion of mans nature Sin hath * 
brought into the world ; and how black an ? 
Image of Sachan it hath drawn vpon the ſoul; 
they never ſaw what filthy, dirty , loathſome 
things they are in the eyes of God ; ghey ne- 
| ver 
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" Their want of ſaving ComviBiion. 
ver ſaw their noyſomeneſs and venome , the 
garbage and malignity of their hearts. How 
fem ſee a general defelft of all rightrouſneſs and 
holineſs , wherein at firſt they were created ? 
How few are convinced of an antipatky to all 
that uw good? That they are haters of God 


oY 


nature; that they are dead in treipaſſes and Eph. 2,1; 


fins ( a more dreadful eſtate than it they were 
rotring in their graves ) that they have an O- 
cean of coiruption within them , that will 
never be dried up in this life ; that they have 
a worſe Leproſie than that among the 7 ewes, 
which got into the walls, and would never 
out till che houſe was demoliſhed ;. who 
a'moſt thinks ſo ſadly of themſelves ? They 
bleſs God their hearts are good , th 
they be the worſt of men , pray not , ſlight 
Ordinances , cloſer duties , and family wor- 
ſhip lies negleRgd ; yer the Devil perſwades 
them all is well , their hearts are good; 
though the heart of man by natire be like hell 
it ſelf, whoſe* fire of luit is pnquenchable ; 
though it te like Peter's great ſheet, which 
he ſaw in the Viſion, full of all unclean things; 
though it be a recepracle ot all impiety, yet 
how tew turn their eyes inward, to fre their 
natural deformities ? 

. Alaſs ! All the venome the Snake ſends 
forth , is nothing ro the poyſon that lies in its 
nature : Andall thoſe monſtrous impieties, 
which the lives of men are taunted with, are 
not to be compared with the venome that 
Jurks in the heart of every man by nature, 
Men would not glory in their blood and de- 


ſcent, _ 


11.6 


Their wars of faving Cuiroifion. 
ſcent-, cid clicy but believe how fin deſtend- 
ed, and was conveyed : Men could not con- 
rent themſelves to walk heavily under ſome 
a&tual miidemeanours , were they convinced 
of the body of ſin within them , ti2ir greateſt 
ſorrows wonld be for their ſinful propenſi- 
ties: Neither would you wonder at any 
impreties and enornities in the Earth, bur 
would admire at the reſtraints of Heaven , 
that they are no greater, Ala(s! If the Rea- 
der were lefets himſelf, he would preſently 
lay hands orr his neareſt relations , and on 
himſelf : Certainly, the reaſon why we turn 
not Cambals , why every man is not a Sedo- 
wite, a Martherer, an Opprefſour , &c. is, 


becauſe God hath a rein or the heart , and_ | 


curbs it, for the continuation of mankind, that 
otherwiſe would ſoon be deſtroyed. - The 
great boundary = Seas, and of the Ocean of 
' #07 ywption, wut Soveraigu above, But O! 
how do we commend Nature! ſach a man 
har!y a good nature; ſuch a man you may 
(truſt him, he will aever commit ſuch abomi- 
i -mations : You may as well believe a Toad 
will nor poyſon, or the Sex will not overflow 
"the Earth , if God leaye irto its ſelf, But to 
deſcend to l ayer 
1, How few ſee the corruption of their mind? 
___ How few are «otro , ther 4 carnal wind 
the minds # enmity againſ} God, and is not ſubjeft to 
corrupti= 'rþe Law of God ,neither indeed lan be ? How 
Rom; -are our minds delighted with tales and toes s 
®. 8.7, more than with the /c#;ons myſteries of God ? 
-How few are ſenſible ., that they are 'a5 
fooliſh and wad as any Bedlam, in that, they 
R_ | pleaſe 


dit! 


/ 


. 6 1 -—-” 
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pleaſe themſelves with that , © which ſhould be 
their greateſt burden, namely Sin ? They are 
worle than the Bee or Ant, for theſe pre 

for a ſevere hard Winter , cþeſe provide for 
berrafter , whilſt moſt people mind preſent 
things, preſent pleaſure , preſent profit , Fc. 
with the neglect of heaven, and future glory L 
They mind more what to eat and drink here , 
what to have ar preſent for th lite , thah 
what to lay up for eternity: They bufie rhem®* 
ſelves to know what is of ne conſequence ,, 
but careleſs of monentorF and eternal marters. 
How few employ their mindsto know God , 
and how he is to ve worſhipped and pleaſed ; 


bur employ themſelves in needleſs and un- , | 
| profitable ſpeculations, in this , like fools 


! and children, who preterr painted glaſs be= 


| fore jewelr of value, they more ſet by a little 


| mirth and pleaſure, than the matters of 
* their ſalvation > How are our mind: enflaved 


* to our afef;onr; to the more bruitiſh , infert. . , 


2 ourand ignoble parts of the ſou], and we 
* loveto have itſo? Through this corryption 
* of our minds how do we juſtifie ſin, Fang 6 
* and plead for it > Hence alſo, there 


' ſwarms of idle , confuſed , impettinent}, 


_— el. $a. 


fooliſh , ridiculous thoughts , that fall" 

ſouls and dyties ; ſeldome in the day , week 
or year, any. conceptions of God , ſuita 

tO his majeſty and holineſs. How unſtab 
are-ovr minds and judgements, ſo that we Þ 
& reeds ſhaken with every wing ; now tor 
then ſoon wheel'd off again ; now forre 


ing and humbling work , then tired, — | 


- 
-_- 


= 


Their want of ſwiihg Chroitins «tf 


- 


Their want of ſaving Coruiftion, 
diverted? And if we know the out-fide of 
truths, yet uow often is that a barr to our 
cloſing with Chriſt , and walking in him ? 
And yet, though theſe poor , blind , deluded 


Bartimew's fill all our wayes an4 paths ; ſo | 


that where ever we goe we meet with them; 
how ſeldome are any convinced of this, 


ow ſeldome do any cry for eye ſalve , that | 


they may ſee? 


2, And though not only the mind , but the 5 


Few ent: conſcience is defiled ; though there be a blind, 
the cor- nels upon it , whereby it mil judgeth , and 
:uption of callech darkneſs 1izht; and though it be ſenſe- 


Tic.1.15, lieve thu corruption : hence they take ſanftua- 


w witneſr; though it be bribed and cor- 


rupted 5 and they have 4 good conſcience, chougl: y 


they know not what conicience is. 
3. How few are convinced of the corruption 
Few con- of their Will? How do they wiſh that drun- 
_ kenneſs , uncleanneſs, Fc. were no (ins? 
ruption of Ho do they chooſe to live a merry , rather 
their 
Will, 


than an holy life; to be the ſervants of the 


Devil, rather than of God ; tg commit ſin, © 
and thereby hazard their damnation, rather - 
than to ſuffer, and throwgh many tribulations | 


$0 enter into the King dons of God? And how 
gladly would moſt Profeſſours enter and take 
up their reſt in ſomewhat below God , it 


their will ? 
4. Few art convinced of the pollution of their 


Aﬀeftiens. Though they bate what they 


; fon their conſciences, their cmſciences beay | * 


they could bat enjoy the world according to | 


-” = a © A a 


= Xa s 
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., 
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T 
the Con- Jef; and ſtupid , as a ſtone ; yer few do be- | 


Thetr want of ſsving Comuiflios,. 
ſhould love , and love what they fhould bates 
though they loveſin, which whey ſhould hate , 
and hate and ſlight God, to whom they 
{ & ſhould give che precedency of their love ; 
> © chough all be in diforder , all be miſ-placed; 
though God be dethroned , and Sin , Sathan, 
and the World be ſet up above all that #s called 
: © Ged; yet tew do really beligve that ſuch a 
| miſerable Chaos is upon chem. 


$ and how to practiſe ; and to remember ſin, 
and how to ſhunit; yer how ſoon do they 
forger ſuch truths , and /odge in their memo- 
. Þ ries 5njwries , that they may avenge them; and 
1 © vanireer , fooliſh jeſts, wnproſitable toyes and 

tales , £0 pleaſe themſelves therewith ? You 
s can remember how merry you were ſuch 
-  atime, "how vain , how your ſerſudlities 
> | were abounding ; but you ſoon forget a Ser- 
r _ mon; or it you remember any thing delivered 
e © by the Preacher , it is that, which eicher 
, © concerns others conditions, rather than yours, or 
r © #hich yields you the leaſt advantages heaven- 
4 ; ward, We can remember the fall of Peter 
x $ much eafier than the repentance of Peter , 
& I than his bitter weepings ; we can remem- 
if Iber David's Adultery, but not his Repen- 
0 & tance , and how it broke his bones, aud made 


bu bed to ſwine. Few con- 
- nn oy How few- have been convineedced is 
y $ibat fn is the greareft evil? How few havegu, 
d | lcenet evil, * 


5. How few are ſenſible of the corruption of x 


' their Memory ? Though thuey are eſpecially yinced > by 
| Charged to remember God , and how tO getrhe cor. 


* «poſſeſſion of him ; and to remember duty 4 4a 


24 


&þ.8. Fad ts pedigree , and conſider not the Devil ro be 


| 15 the dung of bell devoured and ſwallowed ? 


Their wan dff ſaving Conuifiten. 
ſeen it in its perte&t ovtouſnels, in its nas 
ked face , as that whicu makes Men Devils, 
hghcing againſt God ? How are m2 ( ſtrangers 


us Father ? We would be thought to have 
nothing co do with the Devil, nor that lie 
hach any thing to do with us ; we can live in 
fin, and yec (hypocricically enough ) defie 
the Devil, and all air works ; We can maxe 
more moderate conftruct:ons of our fins, 
and call chem che frailtices of our fleſh ; but he 
that commrs ſin is of the Devil, 3. «, the De» 
vil's drudge ; Sathan works in him, and by 
him, 1f en were c6nvinced of this , they | 
would not drink in the Devil's piſs, Sin it 
comes from the Devil, it is the Devil's excre- 
ment , and yet this is rolled weder the Fong ue 
as a ſweet morſel. O! with what greedineſs 


How few ſee ſin to be contrary to the works of 
God? alchoush God had no ſooner pertected 
the goodly favrick of Heaven and Earth, but | 
fin gave & ſhrewd ſhake to all, ic ſhook aad 
diſ-joynced all; and had it nor been for Chriſt, | 
the great Mediatour , it had ruined the whole 
frame of Nature, How few ſee fin to be con- 
frary to the will of Grd } God ſaich, 7 will bave 
this dove ; I'lewet do it , faithSig : Ul: bave 
this ſuffered , faith. God ; [le wet ſuffer it, 
ſaith Sin : Nay ſo great is the conteſt berwixt 
Sin and God, chart if it could, ic would un- 
bee God. How few take notice of its comras 
riety tothe very nature of God 7' God is good , 


"ow 
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Their na of ſaving Corvilian; 

few lelieve fin to be wnrver ſally evil 1 that chere 
is no good init We cannot perſwade men , 
that there is good in poverty , good 1N diſgrace, 
good in reproaches with the rongue , and per- 
ſcemnons unto Ceath ; but ealily are men per- 
iwaded, there 1s lome good in ſin, How few 
are convinced of the miſerable effets and conſe- 
qrenees of ſin? The wrath of God 15 not vt 
vealed againt heir wnrighteouſneſt and wigod- 
lineſs , 10 as to make their hnees to tremble. 
The bard-writing 0 the wall 1s not obſerved. 
Tuey are (hill alive, We cannot for our 
hearts perſwade men to goe wp to heaven, w 
| ſee what ſpoyles it mace there ; could we 
herein preys'l , then would they inferr , that 
there is more evil inthe leaſt fin, than there 
is good in all the Angells of heaven ; for that 
one (in conquered tl.em, and ſpoyled them of 
all cheir beauty, and made them, of glorious 
crexures, to become ſuch loathſome and 


4 3 hidevus ſpetacles ; neither can we prevail 


» with any ( almoſt ) to take 4 journey to Para» 
$ diſe, to ſee its venome there; or to goe tO 
the Garden , or to Mennt Calvary, to fee 
what work it did there ; or to to bell- 
gate, to hear the doleful ſhrieks and cries ' 
which ic hath cauſed there 3 though. God * 


lath ſaid , G24 ſhall wourd the head of bi1 Plal, 65, 


enemwres , "and the bairy fcaly of furh « one aa vi. 
goeth on fill in bis treſ] $on, Une there: is * 


9 peace, ſarth my God, to the wicked; though Ha, ms vt 


lin be the ſole objeft of Gods hatred ; for Ws 
God loved the whole Creation, till ics beauty* ' 
{5 plaliedand fained bygn ) tough (10). | 


\ 


_ 


16 Their want of ſaving Compuniion, 
Iſa, $9.2:!y ſeprrates betwees Gol and ſouls, though 
in the belly of ic be tound all miſeries, deachs, 
and hells; chouzh ic be che founder of all 
graves, and of Tophet z though ic fill the 
conſcience with terrours , ani bell wich fire 
and brimtune; ye: tew are affeted with 
the evils of it» but they drink. in inquity As 

water. 
Thirdly, How few Profeſſors ave [enfible 
_ that nb caſt / an ws and ff rx 
ing un- Law ? that they are condemned creatures ? that 
derthe the wrath of God abideth on them ? Few have 
i ſeen, the black cloud fult of woes, brin. 
 fullof wrath, ready to empry ir ſelf upon 
a8, 36, Clcir ſouls 2 they take no notice, that chough 
Eccleſ, 8. the ſentence be net executed ſpeedily ; yer it is 
Is given forth; and there may be but a little 
breath, and they are gone to periſh for ever. 
How many ſenſeleſs ſouls are chere in our 
Pariſhes , whofe conſciences were never ſha- 
ken 4 whoſe ſpirits were never wounded , 
who*never rezeived the ſpirit of bondage to 
fear , who never knew wit & fearful expe- 
Aation of judgement meant, who go dancing | 
to hell in the Devils chains 7? and yer count * 
themſelves the noble and gallant ſpirits, ant 
fatcer chemſelves in their own eyes, and ſay, | 
_ _ we ſhall have peace, though we walk in the 
Deir. 29. imaginations of our hearts} Theſeare ( Las- 
ot — rich, and full, and needing n—_ 
x4 when is about to ſpue then our of bys 
3 meuth , ( as we diſcharge our Roniacks of 
Roam | 


Their want of ſaving CompdyAton. 

der a reaſon. Though one Miniſter at the 
hee!s of another enccearour with Scripture 
upon Scripture to convince them of, and 
to prick taem at the heart for , cheir (in and 
danger ; yer they are boy{terouſly confident 
an,| preſumnptuous ; that they ſhall to heaven 
as (bun as any Preciiians in the Country, 
Never did many break ane nights (leep, upon 
te coniideration of their fintull and loſt con- 
dicion by nature : never did they loath their 
ordinaty food , or feel the ſmart of broken 
bones, as David vid ; thouph they have (in- 
ned at an higher rate : never did they know 
what a wonded ſpirit meant , what anguiſh 
of ſoul was : rnEver did they feel Gods 
wrath, or ſr1, ab rchen inſupportable ; they 
were never pricked «t the heart, ſoas tocry 
out, #hat (hat I do to be ſaved? What ſhal 1 
do to have =/ ans pardoned? Would you know 
the reaſon of alt this ſecurity ? Alas! they 
ate dead in fins and treſpaſſer, A dead condi- 
tion is an inſenfible condition; dearh deprives 
of ſefiſe as well as life ; the dead are not 
frizhred with the ſwords and piftols at their 
breaits ; the dead fear nor , though thredtacd 
With fire and brimfFone; the dead hear not , 


though God be on Mount Eb rhanderis 


curſes upon curſes ; tlie dead fee not, thonghs 
ſis be ſo ugly 8 montier , and bell ſo frightfall 
s place ; the dead- af not , though Gn 
flinks worſe; than the vowir of dogs 5 than ret- 
tes Segwlchres , of than the corrupted matter 
of the mot naſty diſeaſe ; ir offend; not the 


tec 


&ad to have thus okay Carrion dlwayes in - 


t7 


z Per, x, 
20, ” 


19 Their want of ſaving Compunien, 
their boſomes; .the dead feel- nor, though 
that which is beavier Than mentains of lead 
Lying on their backs; they grown not, nei- 
tlier do they complain ſo much , as Cain did, 
they do not go ſoftly in the bitterneſs of their 
ſduls , by reaſon of their (ins. Many cannoct 
ay with Hannah, that ever they were of 4 
ſorrowfull Spire, Taough there be fo many 
curſes upon che heads ofall natura! perſons , 
though there be an entayl of wrath upon 
the heads of the very fins, they live in; 
tho ug'1 their ns are, or may be, circumſtanti- 
ated to a greater degree,than any of the Scrip- 
ture-Offendors that we read of, as being com- 
mitted under the open Sun of the Goſpel; 
thoug' Hell be open to receive them every 
moment , whilt impenitent, whilit Lardned; 
though the Valley of Hyimmom is making 
r00in tor them , toemtertain them with the 
* vengeance of a juitly- provoked God; yet few 
fear, few work out their ſalvation with weep- 
in eyes , and trembling hearts; they are (til! 
ive without: the. Law ; they never walked 
ſoftly with Abb , or were under Sonl*troutle 
with Judas ; they fall ſhort of the pangs and 
ſenſe of Hypocrites; Oil Oh ! Oh ! I pit- 
ty thele ſecure ſouls ; how ſhorr will they fall 


of their hopes , and how farr ſhort of. Hea- | 


ven? ” 
Few ſen- Fourthly, Haw frw are ſenſible, that all this 
ſible of whole the Devil _— them _ in bir work- 


Satha3s. p,v/e ? That he poſſeſſeth the heart of every. 


working 


3n there, unregenerate man ? The frong man keeps the | 
Eras, beoſe, andſo allizquitt. I vas 4. 6d. day » | 


when 
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Their nant of ſaving Humiliation. 
when the abomination of deſelation ſhould be 
ieen ſtanding in the holy place ; but what are 
atominable Men to aboninable Devil: ? 
They did but exerciſe cheir cruelties on the 
bodics of the Jewes , but how many Devils 
have tizxir walks in the hearts of natural men 
atid women 7 1t thou art in thy blood; , the 
Devil ha: entred into thee , as ſure az ever 
he enired into the heard of Swine , and ſo bur- 
rieth thee intro baſe Lifts, as he carried them 
leations in:o the Sea. 


#* 
Li 


CHAP, IIL 
: EE 
4 Their want of Deſpair in Self. 2 
; F Men are (ealible of cheir finne x 
and miſeric, vet bow many are goir " 
k about to eſtab iſh thei! own rightron _ _ 
7 neſs ? Though ſome are convinced Rom, 19.3 
of the uglinels of lin, of he miſerie 


by fin ; yet they are not tully, con- 
vinced , that the covenatic of works requires 
perfeft, perſonal, and cor ſtant obedierce, that ic 
admics not of repentance , that it accepts not 
of the will for the deed ; but Curſeth every one 
that continueth not 1n all things » which are writ- 
ten in the Book of the Law te do them , ſochat it 
there be afailec by a vain chought , che con- 

| B 3 dicions 


Gal,z.10s 


Phil, 3 6, 


Their want of ſaving Humiliation, 
dit'ons of «| at covenant are bruken ; and no- 
thing , fave fra ful exp: Fations , ſhould ſeize 
on ſuc! a Soul, Few ( I fay) believe this : 
but though they are hankrupt Chileren of 
Adam, yer they hope by meu pecling Wares 
to ſet up agzin, and maintain themſelyes , 
without be:ng teholden to any other, for 
the procuring of their ſalvat on 3 Hence tl.cy 
pray , who were prayerleſs before ; hear , 
and ( perhaps) with much diligence, wl 
were wont to play away the Sabbath and Ser- 
mon tine; andreform in many things ; and 
now , Soul, take thine eaſe, thou baſt go ds 
laid up for many years , yea for eternity; thou 
arc coaver:cd ſure, and lo think all the Neig!:- 
bour-hood ; O ! wha: achanxe is here ? The 
man was a Drunkard, not fo now ; an Adul- 
terer, a prophane Belial ; tut now civilized, 
yea a Cevout man: Seriour , that was flaſhy 
before ; and touching the rig hteemſnrſs which is 
in the Law , blameleſs, Now le bs alrve in- 
deed ; 1:i» Conſcience is pacified , which be- 
fore troubled lim; he can bear the Word 
ladly, whic't before was burthenſome tohim; 
- can pray with affeZon , and with ſome de- 
/ieht , when betore all the Ordinances. of 
Heaven were tedious and intollerable byz- 
thens to him. Now he thinks , Snare 1 have 


life within me, Iam not dead. He ſees nor_ 


all this while , that he muſt have life from 
without , and ability from without : He doth 


Pial,39.4, not yet ſay , Mine iniquities are gone over 


mine bead , 4s an heavy burden , they are tos 


Pſa, 40.1 2 heavy for me, Mine jniquities have taken bold 


. pu 


* oz, 74h V.-x" 
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Their want of ſaving Humiliation, 
wpon me , ſo that I ans not able to lock mp, No, 
nv he can lovk up with conhdence , and call 


God Father ; and chough tometimes he pro- Job 12, 


vokes God, yet lie is ſecure. He doth not 
ite cliathe is dead , I. e, damned , and :nſuf- 
ficient as of himſelf 10 think any thing 44 of 1.40. 
ſelt, bat all his ſufficiency ;s of God, He tiunks 
he is not. atterly unable tos make amyunds tor 
his fins, nut quice dead , for he can pray, Oc. 
He ſees not, tizat it is as cake iv make new 
Worl.s , as {0 put up one acceprzble Prazer 
to God, He fees nut, that he needs an Al- 
mighty power ro enable jum to periorm 1.45 
ducies, and irfinice ſatisfaction to diicharge 
him of his debrs. He is ſomewhac ſenible of 
his danger by fin , but ue eyes not him that is 
mighty ts ſave, He looks for help within , 
buc not withour, He ſees no adſolue rie- 
c2(ſity of Chriſt all ghis while, He ſees not , 
that «ll his rigbreouſneſſes are as filthy raggs in 
Gods fight , and char all lus duties fill up che 
Catalogue of his ſins. He ſees net, that there 


6, 
2 Cor, 3. 


Iſa. 63. 
I, 


Iſa. 64 
6. 


is no Salvation in any athey , ſave Jetus Chriſt, As 4+ 


becauſe there « no other Name nnder Heaven , 
$ven among men , whereby we muſt be ſaved. 
He hopes to goe to Heaven through duors of 
his own , the door of Repencance , the duor 
of Reformation, the door of good Works, &c. 
hence he takes hold of the mercy of God, and 
the promiſes of pardon , Let the wicked for- 
ſahs bit way, and the wwrightrons man bis 
thoughts, and let bim return wnte the Loyd, 
and he will have mercy wpon him, yea be wit 
abnodantly pardev, © Thus have 1 done, 
| B 3 « ( faith 
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err want of ſaving Humiliation, 
** ( ſaith tliis dWakened perſon ) and now my 
« Caſe is good. O! ] would not be in mine 
«K.o1d myres for a World : O ! wha: a change 
« js here? 1 was a careleſs Wre'ch , carelels 
« of God , and my Soul , carelct- of praying, 
©« reading, hearing, cc, notio row, And 
now that the houſe » Out of which the wrelean 
Spirit 4s gone , us (wept and garmifhed, he car- 
riech it high , ard li:tle rinks le , that ſeven 
worſe Spirits are entring in, This 6 the caſe 
of multitude of Proteilours, whom Chriſt 
will never ſeek nor ſave, togthat they are not 
loft, they are not ſuccorrieſs and helplets , 
they think they may ſeve themſelves from 
wrath ro come. They ſee not , that there 1s 
a SarisfaQtion to be made to Divine IÞ.tice , 
which they cannot maze; wherefore their 
hopes are from their reformations , not from 
Chriſt ; their peace is from their performan- 
ces, not from Chriſts bload of attonement : 
All theſe have I key from my youth up, Hence 
he is confident, not from Chriſts commg wnder 
the Law : hence he is dilivent in Prayer, Oc. 
but careleſs of the way of Faith ; hence he 
bleſseth himſelf in his own performances, and 
is no way taken up with what Chriſt hath done 
and ſuftered for him, Moſer is magnified , 
and Chriſt is lighted : Duties are ſetup, and 
Faith negleAed : orks advanced and crjed 
op , and Faith is little heeded or look'd after. 

ow few are there , who count themſelves 
wholly deſticure of every good thing, that 
ſhould make them acceptable unto God ? 
They lay not the weight of Salyation upoi the 


pxe 


O_o ei. 
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\- Their wakt of ſaving Homditiation. 
grace of God by Jelus Chriſt, but upon ſome- 
what that comes trom themſelves : chey, will 
have a Bridge 6t Duties, that ſhall carry them , 
over the Gulph of eternal miferie': they ho 
ro quench Hell Fire by their - ttars © Alals! 
ſome years agoe, ' you might 'as' well have 
drawn Water out of che Flint , as tears from 
them; but the caſe is altered : $*] was blind, 
«bur now I fee the deſerts of fin , which 1 
* ſaw not before ; } ſec it isa fearful thing to 
« fin againſt God , and now I bewail my fins, 
« and am ſorry at heart for them; ſure my 
&* condition is mended, I any God 1 am not 
| ** a3 other men, nbr as once 1 was my felt, 
« I hope by my tears to waſh away my fins. 
All the while Chrift liech withoar doors , the 
; Soul is a ſtranger rg. Faith in Chrift, he ſees 
* nothis inſuſhciencies , he ſees not his unwor- 
thineſs to goe to Heaven and Glory , he ſes 
not his inabihty to think a good thought. he 
hopes withour'a Chriſt he can do ſomethitg. 
If he did judge his condition hopeieſsz;he 
would tremble , and have no reſt in him{elf, 
* tiff God hath delivered him ; he would feean 
- abſalute necefſity of obtaining Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs ,"and he would be pur off with 
nothing elfe. Bnt © ! how hard a work do 
Miniſters find , firſt to take off men from 
their fins , and then from cdnfidence in their 
duties 4 We tell men , Chit will have no 
ſixer in rhe'plory of ſaving loſt man.; bur 
people ite e their works and Chriſt 
Vide rhe ſpoyles, ro ſhare in the glory 
of bringing back foſt Souls ro God, We ad- 
is "4 B 4 viſe 


7 


" ſwell and fume againſt theſe me 
open before them , yer they fall not, dawp 


Their miſcarriages dbout Soul-troulles, 
Yiſe men co lay no weight on their duties, bi t 
to lean alone on Chriſt's merits ; bu in vain, 
Chriſt ſaith, if yee ſeck me , lett' eſe Lo their 
way , their duces > well , as theie ns ; but 
the deaf care is turned , and we find jt -muCcii 
calier to perſwade men, tl.eir tins will damn 
them, then their cucic:,whulit C it 15 there» 
by negleaed, 


CHAP. IV. 


Their miſcarriages about their Soul- 


troubles, 


F the Spirit of the Lord haye cqnvin- 
ced men of their danger by their lins , 
and their on riohteouſneſs ; - that 
they (ill ſee God angry with them, 
and if their $ »uls remain under yg 
ble and diſqujet ; yet are they noc guilcy, of 
ſome, if not all, of the following miſcarria+ 

es ? A 8 Yongy not 
; 1.'1 ow few are there that juftifie God y Few 
accept of the puniſhment of their iniquities 
they do not clear God, as they ſhouldy from 
all unrighteouſneſs. Commonly. proud beares 


Though the filchineſs of their hearts be; lai 
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Their miſcarriages about Soul-troublet, 25 * 
upon their faces in the acknowledgement of 
tueir unworthineſs of mercy : few charge 
tiemiclves, and 8cquit God, Tuey cannot 
be brought to give God the glory of his 
righteoutneſs , it he ſhould condemn them to 
the pit of nell : chey do not willingly and up- 
rightly own the deſert of damnation, and 
charge themſelves with it, as their due porti- 
on , and moit juſt inheritance, Few give 
their cheeks ts hims that ſmiteth, as the Church £4 3» 
6id : tacy do not ſay , / will brar the indigna- 30+ 
tian of the Lord , becauſe I have ſinned againſt Mic. 7, 
him , or with Ezra, thos baſft puniſhed m9. 
leſe than our iniquities bave deſerved , or with Ezra 9. 
Dame!, O Lord! Rightromſneſſe belongerb w- 12, 
to thee ; but wite ww confuſion of face. How Das. 9. 
ſeldome do you hear Profeſſours with this 7, 8. 
Confeſſion in their mouths, «* Lord, I am 
#* thy creature , and thou mayſt do with thy 
£« creature what pleaſeth thee; It pleaſed thee 
** to put thine image on me , tocreate Me #p- Ecel, 7, 
* right , butT have ſought ont 1oents= 29, 
if ens, 1 have ſold my ſelf for nought, I have Iſa. 5% 
** preferred the Devils work betore thine, z, 
« and therefore thou mayſt abhor me , and 
*« pive me my portion among the damned 
* crew, and if | feel ſome ſparks of hell fire 
** ( in thy wrachfull preſent frowns) it is of 
« thy rich patience and mercy , that they are 
5 but ſparks ; if thou caſt me off for ever, it 
* is but what I have deſerved long ago ; it 
*< is of the Lords mercy , that 1 was not hur- 
** led from the womb or cradle to hell , be+ 
** cauſe of my native ſinfulneſs, but wo is me, 


TS 
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26 Thair nuſcarriggts about Saailtroubler., 
* I have provoked the pure eyes of thy gloxi+ 
* ous Majeſty dayes witbouc number, 1 have 
* been a Rebel of a long fianding againft 
* thee , my will hath been jultling and quar» 
« relling with chine cheſe many years , and 
s © theretore it I be ſent to hell, chow art 
Pſa. 51. righteous and clear when thew 'ndgeſt, I can 
4+ ** blame none ſave my ſelf , if I periſh cver- 
© laſtingly , though I have many fears and 

&« forrows on me ; yet bleſſed be God, they 

« are not the ſorruws of hell, thanks be to 

«the Lord, that I am not yet among the 

& damned ones, roaring in the Pit of helli 

Few believe they deſerve damnation ; hence 

Souls are murmuring at any afflition , at the 

loſs of an Husband, Child, Efate, '&c. as if 

God had dealc hardly with them 4, in depri- 

' Ying them thus. | 

Few wil- - {How few Prefeſſours , when #n#dexr Soul* 
lingly un- (79ubler , are mlagy wider them ? They ſee 


der Soul not the advantegs of having their way hedg 'd $4, 
rronble, 4 ith theſe thorns, They do hot receive the 
3 %% nt of B . Fuey 46 not accept this 


anifhment ;- They rake it nos Liridly ar Gods 

Kew, 8. ds. Their troubles are jmyolavtary , few 
3s works that I mget with among awake- 
and ftarcled. Rralefſours 5 they are held 

in the chains again their will, How mary 


are afraid of ſorrow for (in 3 Some think it | 


pill poyl good faces , and their beauty may 


throwgh their troubles 3. bur others þ 


think it will. bring gra to deſpair} and there- 


farewell x0. (ych. a z he 006 þ 


r miſcarriages about Soul-trowbles. 
have lis harp to divert him , the Cards muſt be 
ken up again, ſome merry Books, ſome Ro- 
mances muſt be read , perhaps a Play may be 
ſeen , jovial frothy Company muſt be called 
in, and all this, to divert the Sovl from mind- 
ing its danger , leſt it be ſwallowed vp of 

ief , orlome vnskulfull and unfaithtull Em- 
rick ſhall be ſent for, to ſow pi/lows uncer 
im , that he may ſleep the quieter. Few 


changed in them , keep notwithſtanding the 
watter 1» their bearts, How few are ative 
in their Soul-croubles ? Retire, and go alone 


ſack their hearrs in order to contrition and 
humiliation of their hearts * How few are 
rladded by any portion of Gods word , that 
rings their Gnfulneſs and ſelf-fulneſs to re- 
membrance , and cauſeth any meltings of 
| and humblings of Souls under it } How 
do ſome Profefſours quarrel with their Mini- 


aa i 4 4a oc o__m£4 <a Yx_ XA cc a x. x a... <4. O£©x. 


trouble of Spirit ? | 
3, How few mourn for Sin upen Spiritual 


their good and gracious God, who hath dong 
ſo much for them, &c. ) doth not chiefly cut 


_ TX er * % oo » IS FF 2” - 


laps they are troubled for wronging t 

ſelves, endangering themfelves, &c. 

# dogs : n have done a fault, they 

r the whip, and {p the houle, ; , 
; 1 = þ 4+ How 


Ty TI 


( Danel-like) when their cogirations much Dan. 7, 
trouble them , ſo that their comntenances are 28. 


that they may ſearch the Scriptures . and ran- | 


ters, and ſnarl at the Books , that give them 


| \ 44.” — 
ownts ? That their God 15 diſhonoured oe —_ 
heir hearts ; Againſt thee, thee only have 1 fin+ þ 


ned, and done this evil in thy ſight; buy per- cw 


I. 4. 


27 
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23 Their miſcarriages about Soul-troublex, 
Few re- . How m Profeſſors mourn for their 
| quang le. yet l:ve Gn the hun elif them ? 
kev orwithſtanding their tears ; yer their hearts 
mourners, © 1n league with their luſts : Thus , like che 
Scolds at Billingrgate , they are ſoon our, ſoon 
w again with tucir lofts 3 but few whilit 
mourning for their fins are ſvllicicous and 
carefull which way God may have ſatisfaction 
tor the injuries, that have been done unto 
bim : The mourninz of many Profefſuurs 
laſt no longer than che trouble of Eonſcience; 
as ſoon as the guilt or fin is removed ( as 
they hope, ) cheir mourning ceaſeth , though 

the ftrengch of lin be as preatas ever. 
Few ſeek | 5. Among the multitudes profeſiing Religi. 
comfort gn , how ſeek for grace , in order to their 
a-ighc, comfort x C Joy, Peace, Comtort, being their 
gon end ) but bow few [eek for comfort in or- 
to grace ? 

Few 6, How few mourn for their Sightings of 
mourn for Chr; > (It is more natural and ſo more calie 
** tomourn for fins againſt the Law , than tho'e 
azain Chriſt and his Goſpel z ) Therefore if 
there be many tears ſhed for negle& of Pcay- 
er, for Theft, Perjury, &c. yet how few are 
found mourning for undervaluing and reje&- 
ing Chriſt and his Tenders ? whoſe Soul cries 
out, **O! how unkind have I t:en to 
* Chriſt 2 O! that he ſhould come ont of his 
© Fathers Boſome for me , come under the 
&« Law, yea Dye forme; and yet I ſhould 
oe him out of dores: that the Son of 
* God , that the a KA of the Fathers 


i glory » and the expreſs Image of bis perſon 
4 c 
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Their miſcarriages as to believing in Chrit 39 
« the mpholder of all things by the word of ks#% Heb.t.3 
©© power , wer he had by himſelf purged our 

& fins, and [ate dewn on the reght hand of the 

* Majeſty on high, ſhould itoop fo low , 45 Rev. 3. 
© tO /tand at the dow, and knock , and yet that 20. 

& I ſhorld notlethim in; break heart, break 

© into ſma!l Gu't , be trem*ling all over for 

© thy urkinenefles to ſo great, ſo rich, fo 

« 500d a Friend. O wretch that I have been ! 

« What ! more kindneſs to my Dog, my 

© Cat, &c? Ifmy Doug be whining at the 
"oor, lie hath admittance, and yet thou 

« ſhut out; O, 1 abvorr my ſelf in duſt betore 

« thee. / me:t with few of theſe munrners, 


CHAP, V, 


e | Thetr 1gnorance of Chriſt : their ſervi 
| therr turns of Chrift : their making of 
capitulations with Chrift, 


'Þ Iw many are ignorant of Chriſt , and Tootos _ 
H of what uſe * to periſhing Souls Nm A 

They know no more the Gift of God , that cur, 

the Samaritas Woman did : they know not 

what an excellent gift Chriſt is , thathe is the Jobn 4« 

Fountain of living Water , and therefore ak; 10. 

nothing of him.” Ic is oe thing to bear of a 

Criſt, and another ching to k»ow Chriſt, Hou 

e 


36 Their miſcarriaget,as to believing in Chriſt, 
few know Chriſt co be cheir only Life ? It 

you did believe, that he that bath the Son , 

I To 5. bath life ; and be that hath not the San of God I 
12. bath not life: And that who ſo findeth me 
( Chriſt ) findeth life , and [hall obtain favour 

Prev. 8. of the Lord: But he that finneth againſt me 
35» 36-( Chriit ) wrongeth bis own Soul; all they that 
hate me ( Chrilt ) love deaths Upon ſuch a 
Convi&ion , what wonld you not give for 

Life ? Eſes will part with his Birth-right, to 
preſerve his Life, The Woman will part 

with all ber E Fate , to recover health , and 

to ſecnre her (elf from the grave. Of all 
bleſſings we value Life moſtly , but few have 

ſuch eteems of Chriltt, Few can ſay, ax 

- Paul , What things were gain to me, thoſe | 
Phil. 3. counted loſs for Chriſt : yea dowbileſs , and 1 
7,8, g.<9nt al thingt but loſs , for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriff J eſw'my 'Lovd ; for whom 

I have ſuffered the loſs of all things , and do 

conan them but dung, that I may win Chriſt ; 

and' be 'fbund in bins, not having mine own 
righreouſntfs, which is of the Law, but that 

'3C which is through rhe faith of Chriſt , the righ- 
k Cor. trouſneſs which is of God by faith. 1 deter- 
2+ 3. qwined not to know any thing, ſave Jeſws Chrift, 
ÞPlat.q 3.994 him crucified, Or with David , # hom 
247 have! in Hiaven bat thee ? and there is none 
wpon Earth that / defire bifrdes thee, Few look 

on Chrift as the Original of cheif Life , that 

they muſt /zve , -wvve . a»d have their being in 
Chrit, andfrom Chriſt alone ; rhat they are 

dead withour' him ; and hehce 'their delires 

want 
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oilin ; Sathev a5 T or montodr is un-wolcome , 


Their mſcarriaſer,u tabelieting in Chnfy, 
want Chritt more chan Bread and Warer, then 
would you cry out , Lord , give me Chrift, 
None but C briſt , None but (tniſt, in him is 
my help , in lum is my falvation, He 15 the 
Authour of all our good affeftions , and of 
all our gracious abilities ; but alaſs! blind 
man ſees him not in his vierulneſs, #hat is 


thy Beloved more than another Beloved t H,<9-59 


hath no fo+ ms nor comelineſs ; and when we (hal 


ſee bums , tliere is no beauty, that we ſhould de- Tſe. 53-* 


fre kim, He i defþiſed and re)etled of men. 
Men muitdye, and be damned, without a 
Chriſt ; but they know it not, they know no 
good that Chrift ;s , and no good that Chriſt 


rIngrs. 


Secondly , How many (erve their turne of M 
Cbrift, cloſe with Chriſt for their own ends? ſe 


$5: 


2, 3+ 


any 


ve 


When men have ſerved their turnes , one ot their 
another , away they goe : forheſe, troubles rms of 


they have, and caſe they would have ; they 
kave ſtayed off from Chriſt as long as they 
could ; they have tryed worldly Comforts , 
they will not do ; they bave tryed Duries , 
they will give no reſt ; and therefore , inthe 
terrours of their Spirits, they nweſt have Chriſt, 
ſo much of him, as may give: them quiet 'and 
reſts, Men arg weary of 'tne bands and tetters, 
wherein they are held under the Law ; they 
would fain: be delivered from: Sathan that tor- 
ments them ,. and from the {ins that now ſtare 
them in the Face; they groawunder the wer 

of the wrath of God , but ze under the body 


Chiift, 


32 Their miſcarriages as to believing in Chrif; 


*O!I am aſraid 1 ſhall ro Hell. O! if 
© there be no other way to eſcape , but 


« through Chrilt, O! then for a Chriſt, - 


©« then Sermons and Miniſters are welcome , 
«in hopes of bringing in ( not ſo much # 
.«Chriit, a5 ) PEAce , and comfort to tle 
<« troubled Spitic. $0 that men uſe Curiit as 
ſick men take meat , not for loye of it, or 
liking to ic { for their Scomachs riſe againit 
it ) bur for fear of death, which makes them 
force themſelves to eat. Though many come 
eo Chriſt ; it is by conſtraint, not willingly ; 
not with delight , not as an healthy man 
comes to a full cable , to feed with pleaſure, 
Many to avoid a greater miſchief , to avoid 
nation, to avoid eternal terments will to 
Chriſt in their ſore extremities : they will then 
make large confeſfions , rake up great reſvlu- 
tions againſt their (ins ; ptay to God, and 
with vehemency and conſtancy, ſo as they 
never prayed before ; but upon eaſe to tlie 
impoſtimed matrer, upon recoveries out of 
their troubles , they become if not profane , 
yet worldly and negtigent of Clrit , his 
Perſon, his Laws, his Concernments. They 
have of Chriſt what they came for : Taey 
come to Chriſt, as ſome come to Shops, 

not to have all in the Shop 5 but w 
they immediately want ; Taey want com- 
fort, and therefore they venture as the 
Leapers to the Camp of thE Syrians , they 
had no loye to them, they counted them their 
Enemies ; but if we fay bere, we periſh ; of 
CES, CET 0 
m"; 
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Their miſcarriages as to believing in Chrif! 
dirt ; ores we ule a Penthouſe, during the 
Storm , and then Farewell; or as Paſſengers 
the Soar , they cry vehemently 4 Boat, 4 Boat, 
and a5 ſuonas they are Ferryed over the deep, 
faiewelto the Boat, tizey think no more of 
it. When be ſlew them » then they ſought him : 
avd they returned and e:qui- ed early after God 
T hes , never before , and never after, Un- 
dountedly, multitudes have been affr;ghted to 
Chriſt , wao were never truly and throughly 
converted oO him x a::d have left their Sins 
trom compulſion ot their ſvdgement y not from 
the propenſion of cheir will ; not from any love 
they have borne to Chriſt : they love to be 
ſafe , bur ſtill bate to be holy, O! O! how 
many are herein celuced , who have pretend- 
ed a great ceal of love to Chriſt , whulſt baſe 
Self, che love of pleaſure andeaſe , and to 
be exempred from horrours and fears , hath 
been the Bias chat hath drawn chem to Chriſt: 
I appeal to thy Conſcience , wherher Chriſt 
be valued, be look'd after , ſave in a ſtrait ? 
When trouble is upon thee , then chis Phyſt- 
cian is ſent fot ; bur when che pang is over , 
the Payſcians company is to0 able, is 
no way deſirable ; the ſooner he turns his 
back , the better. When Women are. great 
wich Ciild , and when, Men and Women 
been, hear it thunder , and - it lighten , 
when the Arrows of the Lord fly thick , and 
4 great mortality is (weeping many to the 
Grave , O !then how ſhall I ger Chriſt ? then 
Prayer not agjedled; bi when thi agen 
not ed ; but wh > ſears 
ar hats WEMart = * 
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* flatter him wit 


Their miſcarriages 85 to believing mm Chrift, 


death are over , O! then who will ſhew ns any 


+ good ? Then Redeem loſt time , nor for God 
E pheſ.s 


and Souls, but for the World ; then head and 
'ears inthe world again , then ſecret Prayer is 
nesleed ; then tae Bible lies ina duſty cors 
ner, notviewed, till che next ſtorm ariſe ; 
and then Chriſt muſt be awakened with , a- 
fter, careſft thou not that we p.riþ? 1 will tell 

on what your Minifters have told you be- 

ore , Sin and the World were your Companions 
in days of health , eaſe and peace ; and Chriſt 
Joar deſire in cloudy days. Is itnotſo? If 
Chrift in the day as well as in the mght, lies 
chief between thy breaſts , thou haſt cauſe ro 
ſay , Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul , and all that 
is within me bleſs bis Holy Name. Burt I fear 
molt pirch on Chriſt for chemſelves , and not 
for Chriſt. Chriſtinthe time of Contagion 
ſhall go for ſomething ; bur Chriſt in dayes of 
healch and eaſe ſhall be valued no more than a 
meer Chimera, a Cipher, a Nothing. It is one 
thing to take Chriſt to pacsfie the Conſcience 


q 
: 


f 


and avother to rake him to purify the heart. * 
An unquiet Conſcience is to moſt a greater | 


barden , than an ;nſenſible , ſeared, and pel- | 


Iuared wy » than an wwpxere heart. Oh! 
Repenc of thy juglings with Chriſt, They did 

' their months , and they lied 
uhto him with their tongues. They pretend to 
come to Chriſt , in order to ſervice and obed:- 


exce, whenall che while they ſerve themſelver | 


Baſe Ca- 0n Chriſt. 


pictulari. 


ons with 


Cilt, 
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Thirdly, How many bave baſe Capitulationt | 
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Their miſcarriages us to believing in Chrift, 
and ach biw, (asthe man in the Goſpel ) 


35 


Good M aſter » what ſhall do , that / may in. 1M ark 


berit eternal life } Chriit tells him and them, 10+ 17 
Gas thy way , ſell whatſoever then haſt, aud 31» 2 3 


give ts the poor and then ſhalt have treaſure 
in Heaven , and come , take up the Croſi, and 
follow me ; But as he , fo they are diſcontent- 
ed, And he was ſad at that ſaying , and went 
away grieved , for be had great Poſſeſſions. 
Undoubredly many Hypocrites have ſome 
glimpſe of Chrits glory, and they run to 
Chriit , whilſt others deride him ; but they 
like no: the Price that Chritt ſets; They would 
have Chriſt on their own terms, Chrilts terms 


are to have the Heart; Ay Son , give we Prov, 
thy be art : Do mt lend it only, but give ; give 23. 26: 


k chearfully, give it preſently , give me it now : 
Now , that it is Called roday, T's day, if ye 


* will bear his voice , harden not your hearts, as 


in the provecation. Give me thy heart, to be 7x &. 


framed and faſhioned by m2, to be flamped 
and ſealed byme ; be no fonger thine own : 
I will not be content thou lewd me thy heart 
for a Sabbath, or for « day of Prayer , and 
then chat chou calt for thine heart again , and 
beſtow {e upon thy luſts; give me thine 
heart ys and do wot [lf it for baſe ends , for 
baſe reſpe&s ; ,grve me thine hear , d0 not 
keep ic to thy felt; lay up and leave thine heart 


> inmyhand, for me to keep it for thee. Bur 


alaſs ! how ſhamefully do we break with 


* Chriſt? we would live a we lift, and do as we 
+ kift. Weare content to give Chriſt the body, 


ourward gan , the ear, the e, the 
ae Man, I Wt 
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2 Pet, 2. 


20, 22, 


Their miſcarriages as to beheving in Chriſt, 
head, &c. | but we reſerve our heatts for 
the ſervice of the World and of Sin : or if we 
are perſwaded to give the heart ; yer it is bur 
adevided heart , not the whole heart 5 but a 
pieceof it. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
With all thine heart , ſaith Chriſt ; but Pride, 
Covtioulneis , and Voluptuouſneſs would 
fain have a ſhare ; hence nv 1u.1 clolings be- 
eween Curilt and many Proteflors ; Chritt and 
taxy part, Taey » as ſome Cultomers, ſeem 
to commend the wares, but they like their 
money beter. Few ſee themſelves ſo mi- 
ſerable without a Chriſt, as to come up 
to the price. Their cirſed Leagues with 
baſe Luits bind them ſo fatt in Chains, that 
they cannot , chey will not come up to Clicks 
propoſals , to Chrifts demands; they will 
treat with Carilt on no other terms , unleſs 
they may bave che pleaſures of Sin, and may 
fulfill che luits of che Aleſh ; bur if Conſcience 
be diſquiered, and troubleſome , then chey 
make new offers ; they will leave many fins , 
they will except but one ; There is but one. Cx- | 
ception they have z and if chat may be accep- Þ 
red , then theyare Chriſts ; they have but one 

reſerve, - Theſe Swine are contented to eſcape 
the pollutions of the World , through the know-+ 
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, fo 
they may have- one mire to returnto, and | 
wallow in. If Chriſt will ſtoop to theſe terms, # 
then welcome Chriſt; if one fi» and Chr; f# may 
ſhare the heart berwixt them, the man is con- 
rented ; bur few are contented , that eve 


ry 
have ſaid den, that every inhe parted from. 


— 


Tam SS WS DB as oO WD "WH WH Ds op tam vu ww 7>xPDU 


Lf 


Their miſcarriages,as to believing in Chrift, 37 
T he Lord be merciful tome , If 1 bow in the 
houſe of Rimmon, No, ſaith Chrift , Af, oy 

none, If the Conſcience be not quiet upon 

this; then, as Marriners throw overboard 

their goods, their Jewels, their Bales of Silk , 

and other pleaſant wares ina Tempeſt,” ro 

eaſe the Veſſel, which they wiſh for in a 
C:ilm, and labourto terch up azain , if it be 
poſſible, when the Storm is over : So mary 
Profeſſours will part from all the prattice of ſin , 

throw all over-board , as the Marriners 

did Jonas, though much againſt cheir wills, 

in hopes of riding out the torm , and rhen , 
wiſh for thetr luſtt again, yea with the Dog , * Pet. 28 
return wato the Vomit, and with the Sow to 7** 
wallow in the Mire,  Doubrieſs many, ( like 
him , who had a mind te his Kinſman's land, 
and would have paid the purchaſe-money , 
but liked nor the terms of marrying Rath, ) 
They would have Chrift buy the purchaſe of , 
cheir duties : chey hope by the Stock of Pray- 
ers, Teare, and O-edience to purchaſe Chrift; 
but will not match wich Chr:it , and bave the 
Inheritance by that way of conveyance. 
Tha: man liked Ruth's nrcans , but not Ruth's 
perſon, and many like /amewhat of Chriſt, but 
not his Perſon , not aff of Chriſt : they hke 
Chriſt's pleaſart Summers , but not his piach- 

mg Winters ; love and like bis Heaven , but 
act by ſevere Commandements ; they like his 
Sacrifice, but not his Service, Many Ped- 


oy Coaſurs Chriſt hath, but few, very few, 


and take all off his hands. They would take 
C; 6 off 


will come roundly up to Chriſts offers , *\ 


Pſal.z5. 
Io, 11, 


x /4. »L 


Y 
Therr miſcarriage 65 to believing in Chriff, 
off his 44 ercy, bus Peace, his N; ghteonſneſ?; bur 
not his Spirit, his Grace , his Holineſs , © 6, 
Whar ſaich Chrilt ? © It you will lave my 
« Comforts , you mult have Zſe coo ; if my 
&© Pardons, my Perſon to0; you mult rake 
©« Me, as well as Mine ; you mult have Me, 
« as well my Heaven, This makes many go 
away ſorrewfull. Again, © It you will have me 
<«c ( ſaith Chriſt ) you mult be at ſome colt, 
e« at ſome pains and trouble to enjoy me : 
ec _—_ of Me, or Mine is got without 
« difhculty and induſtry ; your cold Prayers 
© muli aot ſuffice, your lazy hearings arc not 
« enough ; you mult watch yorr bearts all the 
« day long , you mult wake 4 Covgnant with 
© your eyes, and krep your lipr, as with 4, 
« bridle. Are ye fo contemed? Oh! no 
r ( ſaith the flothfull Proteſſour )T would go 
«to Heaven on a Feather-bed, I would be 
« contented to Pray now and then , Morning 
« and Evening , ſo I may be at my own diſ- 
&« poſe all the following hours. 1Tearker( © 
«© Daughter) and conſider and encline thine ear; 
cc forget alfo thine own people, and thy Fathers 
« howſe. Sos ſhall the King preathy deſire thy 
&« beauty ; for he is thy Lord, and worſhiy thow 
« bims. Three Als I expe& you part with 
*« ( faith Chriſt.) 1. All your fonfull luſt; , all 
« the wayes of the old Adaw : Our Fathers 
&« houſe. Ever fince Adams apoſtaſy , God 
<« and man have parted houſes, Ever ſince, 
<« our Fathers houſe is an houſe of ill man- 
<« ners, an houſe of fin and wickedneſs. Zt 
< the wickgd ferſakg his way, and the anrighte- 
0X5 
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Their miſcarriages,as to believing inChrift. 
« 917 mar bis thoughts : and let bim return un- 
& to the Lord , and he will "have wercy upou 
i« him; and to our God , for bewill abundant 
« [/y pardon, 2, All your worldly advantages, 


« By faith Moſes when he was come to years, re=H gby. 
« fuſed to be called the Sdn of Pharaoh: s dangh- 11, 24, 
© ter; chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction with25,, 26, 


&« of ſin for 4 ſeaſon ; eſteeming the reproach of 
« Chrift greater riches thas the treaſurer in E- 
© eypt ; for he had reſpeft wito the regomperce 


©« the 72 of God , than to enjoy the pleaſures 


"« of the reward. If any may cone t4 6, and Lnkt4e 
&© bats not his Father and Mother , and Wife ,26+ 


© and Children, and Brethren, and Siſters, yea 
© avd bis own life alſo , he canuat be my Diſcs+ 
*« oe. He that hath all cheſe muſt be read 
&« to part Withall ; they are joyn'd not dif- 
&« junQively , but copulatively. 3. Al ſelf, 
&« ſelf-will, ſelf-righreouſneſs , ſelf-ſfficien- 
© cies , ſelf-conhdences, and ſelf-ſeifings. 
« But, Oh ! how do many pretenders to 
&« Chriſt hate theſe Propoſals ? I can tell you 
*« what rtiany of your tearms are ; 1 will have 
« a Chriſt, if I may live as liſt , and love as I 
<« liſt, and walk as I lift; Ile indent with 
&« Chriſt to make much of him when my Con- 
* ſcience gnaws and troubles me, ſo I may 
* but diſmiſs him, when I'haye ſung Enllaby 
«to Conſcience, 
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Their delays tocloſe with Chriſt, 


wm man 4 P] : 
Chet y &0 elay 1 , —Y 
Ve. are herein —_ And O -» mat Fo. 
| he ftapd a! upon Chritt ? How 1NdIgnItICs 
Cant him i "7 the dores of w long d 
ant, gut in. " My b Griners , er s doth 
2. dew , and = bead (fag) Crit) e they Jet 
Hebr Though! J ocks with the 4 TR filled with 
3* ve OI ſinners to a p14 of the nght, 
Tam. 4+ wear ap &C. Than To day if 
14 Odthenyariſp a appeareth for « lin life be 
Mark to expire eth away , read wile tine 
be » though w dy every mom , 
16 16, damned. if __ g muſt needs Omen 
2 Coy, 6 we dye ; FH, 7 believe no: Yhy of” fh an 
"med ; e that beliey im before 
. though ” . eth not ſhall | 
the Spiri ow 11 the acce - e dam- 
pirit may never invi peed time th 
ſhall not alwayes TINVICe MOFC 2 M ough 
coop 2g with ma" k th J ſpirit 
do many hazar 1 day of grace ak, ongh we 
they will be yer One Em y yur owe 
and calvation ? holding to Chriſt p thay 
P Righteouſneſs Thoug! they ma on Life 
his Image his H his Redemption 0 e his 
= p7_rdnnr Ur his Glory , — Spirit , 
4 him; yerwhat tiling delays bibay 
ode ! r 
c « filled 
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Their miſcarriages,ai to believing in Chrift. 
filled w ch? Tuaough hey are aftually con- 
demned by the Law for their Capiral Offen- 
ces, for high Treaſon avain(t the Majeſty of 
Heaven , and pardons be offered freely by 
Jeſus Chriſt un:o'them , if they will but ac- 
cept of him and them , yet ſo 1s Chriſt fall'n 
in the accompt of chem , who yer are nominal 
Chrifians , that they will hazard their Souls , 
rather than they wi!l yer be ſo much behold- 
ing eo Chriſt, This deſperate enmity apainſt 
Cirilt and his offers is the condemning (in. 
T bis is the condemnation, that light is come into 


Light, becauſe their deeds were evil. All other 
fins are nothing to this, what ? when God 
hath limited thee to 4 day, wilt thon, dareft 
thou careleſly miſpend that eve Cay , when 
thou art not ſure of anot!:er ? Believe it,your 
trifling delays are more hiceous (10s , Co more 
gin your ſouls , and provoke God, than 
drunkenneſs and unnatvral InAs jn ſuch, as ne- 
yer had one of your Ca!ls. How dareſt thoy, 
having ſo many wayes tranſgreſled againſt 
this God , baving provoked him to wreck by 
fo frequent breaches of his Holy Law , to add 
ro all theſe iniquities thy trifling 'delays of 
coming into Chrift , that thou maiſt be par- 
duned # How durſt thou , when lying tnder 
the wrath of a juſtly incenſed God, ſend away 
Chriff as F alin did Þ an! » With Go thy way for 
this time , when I have a convenient { on 1 
I will call for thee: when (wretch) is that cer- 
ven ient ſeaſon? Isir this, when thou haſt ſer» 
yed the Devil ſome weeks, months , or 
years 


[ L 
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the world, and men loved Darkneſs rather than = th 


43 


2 The. 


17. 8, 


Their wiſe arriaget gs to beliquing in Chrif, 
years longer ? #hben thou haſt ſpent all the 
flawre of thy time and ftrenpth , in the ſervice 
of Hell > Muſt Ther Chriit have the dregs of 
thy crime 7 Muſt he have nothing but Sarheans 
leaving: ? © | Donbtleſs for theſe delays is 
Chriſts wrath ready co be powred out upon 
this Nation to the uttermoſt. The Lord Je- 
ſms (hall be revealed from Heaven , in flamin 

fire, taking vengeance on them that obey not hs 
Goſpel of eur Lerd Jeſus Chriſt : By delaying 
to hearken to Chriits calls and invitations 
thou telleſt Chriſt ro his face , that he is noc 
alrogether lovely , that he is not the faireft of 


'. ten thouſand , that there is ſomevehar in Sing 


TT 


ſervice and the Devils, that is more deſirable 
CE _—_— had in Chriſts. IT _ 

ou imagine ſuch Blaſphowy , viz.( To tel 
Chriſt eg his face they valueſt thy Iufts 
aboye the enjoyment of him, ) is noc pro- 
yoking? O! if ever theſe come over tully 
to Chriſt, if Chriſts patience be extended 
t longer, and they be at length wone to 
m ; How will they befool themſelves that 
they came into Chriſts ſervice ao ſooner } 
N imit ſero tt amavi. © O! I have loved thee 
*ro0 late. Oh che Joy, the unſpeakable Joy 


« I have loſt !. Oh the peace;that I might have 


® had | Ohthe aſſurance of Gods love , that 
« my Soul might have been filled with 1 Oh 
« the experiences of the grace of God , that I 
«might haye had , if I had come into Chriſt 
«. 0n Chriſts raed paakoacy ea ! oh have 
oF opporrunſeies ies of ſervice, I might have 
«. 029, when the arrow was in wy bones , 


« whey 
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« when 1 was young and frefh for duty 


« (ins that I have been guilty of ! Oh! how 
« long withſtood I the Grace of God , and 
e« grieved the Spirit of God? Oh! What a 
« purden was ] to Chriſts Miniſters, and 
« much more to Chriſt himſelf } Bar 
God alone knows, how ſeon his Spirit 
ſhall ceaſe frriviag with theſe poor Souls, 
and how long they ſhall be within a 
capacity of obeying the Heavenly Call, 
The Fewes have a Rnle , thatif a man vowes 
any ſervice to God before he dyes, he muſt 
do it preſently , becauſe he may dye preſent- 


ly. Death and Hd are Ceſcribed coming »» Rey. 6,8, 


Horſeback, in full ſpegd : Ask thy ſelf there- 
fore Jeremiah's queſtion , Can / omt-run or 
frape theſe Hmrſemen i However , thro 
great and wonderful ayerſeneſs there is in 
mens hearts from Chriſt, they tay and linger, 
like Lot in Sodews , that if God do not work a 
miracle upon them , and for them , they will 
periſh in the flames. They know what the 
fooliſh V irgins _— poo Ingo ones 
ho coming to Chriſt , as long as y 
can or wy any ſhifc to live withore him , _ 
until an Almighty power exert it ſelf on their 
Souls, to make them willing of a Chriſt, One 
bath « #:fe , another «a Toak of Oxen, all of 
them ſome befneſ; or other todetain them for 
the preſent from Chriſt, do not witer 
deny t0- come , but at preſent have { 
Faplonmgncs,. a0 (ah (hey have go pepdeve 
. £e- 


Their miſcarriage! As to believingin Cho. 43. 


! Oh! 
« How good had it been if 1had born Lam. 
« yoak, ( ſooner) inmy youth? Q he many 3+ 37! 


44 "Their miſcarriaget as to believing in Chriſt. 
freedome to wait upon him, The Son of God 
mutt dance attendance on chem , they muſt be 
banqueting with the Devil within, and Chriſt 
mult fend withont , yea wait their leaſure, till 
they receive himin, There are ſeverdl ſorts 
of theſe delaying Profeſſavre. 
| 1,' Some ( atd they the worſt ſort ) from 

wo come their great love to their luſts, and to the com- 
co Chrilt, forts and ſenſualitics of this life , which they 
_—_ fear , when they are under Chrifts yoak , the 
love ro ſhall be bereaved of , delay comang to C brif. 
worldly Sin hath ſo rooted ic felf in their hearts and af. 
Luſls, feftions , that they are loch to take a final 
farewell thereof, loch to mortifie their earth- 
ly members ; Sin is ſo prevalent with chem , 
that they had rather part from their r:gbt eye , 
hard , and feor, than part from: the r ons ; 
hence they choak their Conviftions what they 
can, admit Of any pleaſuret and diverſions, 
to wear out the inwpreſſions that are made in 
their fe rmary chat the y may QilN lodge fn 
in their beſomes , and not come to Chriſt ; 
hence they labour to quench the Spirit of God, 
and through the prevails of ſpiritual floth, w;# 
not uſe 'the means, whereby chey may be fully 
converted to Chrit, They pretend they are 
defirow »f Chrift, only they doubt whether 
Chrift is willing to receive them ; bur thar 
which lieth at the bottom is this, they are /orh 
to leave their darling luſts, and loth to pray and 
watch their hearts , and 'to do what God re- 
re expeRs ar their hands, in order to 
ion. You may imagine God is hi 
provoked hereby ; for God to ſend hisSon 
: unto 
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Their miſcarriags,at tobelieVing in Chriſt 43 
unto you , the beſt jewel that ever lay in his 
hoſome , and for you to neg left and undervalue 
him, and prefery ſwiniſh lufts before bins , "cis 
a plain argument , that yow never ſaw fin aright 
inits nature and effefts, and that yow do not 
credit God in his diicoveries of the glory of his 
Son. T7'ou do not believe you are ſo miſerable 
withouta Chriſt, as indeed you are; you ſlight 
the greateſt Gift , that ever Gud conterr'd up- 
on the cluldren of men; you make void the 
great counſels of God , all the chaughes of his 
wiſdome and grace , in contriving ſuch a way 
as by Jeſus Curift , to ſave you from wrath to 
come; you alſo fruſtrate the expettations of 
God, for Surely ( laich God ) they will re- yg 
verence my on; whereas , by your erifling 21, 37: 
delayes , youtell God and men, that you be- 
lieve not any advantzge you ſhell have by rhe 
Son of God ; you think it will be to your{oſs, 
toreceive in the Lord of glory. He cells you, ,. - 
Te ſhall be abnndantly ſatisfied with the fatueſ; —_ 
of bis Houſe, and ye ſhall drink, of the Rivers 
of bis Pleaſures, He tells you , He hath ga- ©4*t+ 5+ 
thered bis Myrrh, with bus Spices; He by Jo 
wine , milk, and honey. You cry out, / 
have put off my Coat , how fball I put it on, &c, Prove 
A little more ſlumber in the Devil's Lap, alit- 24+ 334 
te more folding of the hands to ſleey. You are 
told of Joyes wnipeakable , and full of glary; of 1 Pete 
Pract that yaſſeth all underſtanding ; of eternal 1.8, 
Life by knowing Chriſt, You are told, you ” hb1l.4.7 
can never be reconciled unto God, but by Job» 17+ 
Chriſt ; chat he muſt end all Controverſies 3+ 
berween Chriſt 4 and your Souls ; that "_— 

e 


KUM 


45 Their iſearrizges,0t tobeliguing in Chrift. 
Hebr.7 able to ſave to the-uttermoſt”, all that come wnte 

1" Ged by bim; chat His _ u _ _ 

L than gold , y:a, than wach fine gold. ac 

<m 9* this £ evails not with em, hes [ have 4 
Alt; . convenient Seaſon , Wc. Yetl cannot,] pray 
have me excuſed, He tells you, If you believe 
not that [ a» he , you ſhall dye in youy fins ; and 


9$.24- gelayes till, Herells you , ,Bleſred « the 
ProB ' man that heareth mt , 4nd who ſo findeth me , 
0.% findeth life, and chall obtain favour of the Lord, 


Jo 18. life , but the wrath of God abideth on him, yet 


3+ 5* Behold, I Gand « the deer and knock , if any 
-n gy 3+ mar hear my voict , ind open the dow, 1 wil 


come to him, aud willſup with bim, and be 
6 with wit. I am the Bread of Life, be that 
Jo.6.35 cometh to me , thall never hunger , and be that 
believeth on we, chal never thirff, He tells 
Epbeſ. #-you , Of Strangers and enemies , j6u thall be- 
19 come Children , and yet this ſeems a light mat- 
Je,l-I2ter, to be ſo near related to the King of 
Kings. Is not this Englaeds greac Provoca- 
tion , to =— ſo great _ —_ 4 dig- 
| ty ? Me aſſures you , T bere i ns Condenend- 
Row-8.1 1-4 to therms that are in Chriſt. And ſhall he 
not condemn Wretche; , that ſfight the Par- 
._; dons that are offered tothem? Theſe muſt 
Hebr. expe& a double wrath. Of how minch ſorer 
10, 29: Lun;chaent chal they br thought worthy, &c ? 
2+ Others , in imitation of the old Adand , 
beliove the Devil before God , credit his Sug» 
geſtions , beyond all Gods Diſcoveries. O ! 


Devil, You have finned againit Light , and 


-—- 


Their miſcarviages,as to belizuing in Chrifi 47 
therefore Chriſt will not favour you : Saich 
God , Lat the wicked forſake bis way , and bit Iſacs 5,7 
thoughts , and I will abundantly yarden. Saicth 
\ | the Devil, You have finned more than others, 
' | you have provoked God exceedingly , and 
' | therefore never hope for ſaving benefit by 
' | Chriſts death: Saith God, Ceaſe ro doevii,,,, 
| | learn to de well, come now, aud lit ws rea ay 1 [Ae 1 
' | together , though your: ſins be as ſcarlet , = 16, 17, 
all be as white a ſnow, Saith the Devil,You ! 5, 
f | have ſinned not only apainit the Law , but a- 
p =: the Goſpel, you have negletted Chriſt : 
. ith God , Every fin againft the Son of man Luke 
| thall be forgiven, Saith the Devil , You have 1 3+ 10. 
8 | noright ro Chriſt, it is in vain rocome : Saith , 
t | Ged, Whoſerver believeth chal not periſh. Saith 7% 3-16 
# } the Devil, Your day of grace is paſt : Sith 
ic 
, 


God, To day, whilſt it1icalled to day , bear Hebr. 3. 

bir voice. Saith the Devil, God never in- 7, 13. 

tended you good , you are a Veſſel of Diſ- 

honour : Saith Ged , As 1 live, 1 defirenet Exh, 

| |} the death of a ſinner, but that he turn and live, 33, 11s 

- | Now I pray conſider , whether God takes it | 

* | kindly at your hands, that you ſhould lay Jobn 5; 

- | more weight on the Fathey of Lyes , than on 44. 

© | the faithful God , who hath promiſed, and can- Tiray tc 

- | »the; who muſt ceaſe to be God inthat ve- | 

t | ry moment, wherein he ceaſerh to be rae. 

r | You perhaps deceive your felves with the , 'Y 
Phatiſee: Comfotts , Tow are mit as theſe H ar> '2 4 - 

» | bts, as theſe Publicans , no Drunkards, tec, * * 

* | bur little think that you put the Lye upon 

' | God, You believe the Enemy more than the 

Friqx, O 1 what s Proyocmion isthis > 

drag F- -  fe_ 
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48 Their miſcarriages, to believing tn Chrift, 
Through 3- Others, through the pride of their hearts» 
Pride. will not come ( as yer ) wnto Chrift., They have 
Rom-10. no mind co ſubnit to the Righteouſneſs of faith, 
3+ He is judg24 a proud man ( without a Fury 
ficting on kim ) who when Condemned will 

not ſubmic, will noc ſcoop fo low as to ac- 

cept of a Pardoni, I muſt indeed corret my 

| felt, mea are willing to be juſtified ; bur 

they would have their duties ro purchaſe their 

ace and the favour of God : they ſcorn ts 

beiolding co Chriſte, Taouſands will dye 

and be damned rather than they will have a 

pardon uyon the ſole account of Chriſts Me- 

rits and Obedience. O che curſed Pride of the 

heart | Wuen will men ceaſe to be wiſer than 

God? To limit God F Waen will men be 
contented wich Gods way and method of ſa- 

ving them, by tae bloud of the Everlaſting 
Covenant? How dare menthus to preſcribe 

to the infinitely wile God ? Is it not enough 

for thee that thy deftrntion is of thy ſelf ? Bat 

maſt t!y Salvation be of thy ſelf roo? 1s it 

not enough that thog haſt wannded thy ſelt ? 

Bur wilc dye for ever, rather than be behold- 

ing t0 a plaiſfter of free grace ? Wile be dans 
F6,3.16,ne onlef, thow may br thine own Saviour? God 
is willing ( Se God loved the World , that be 

gave hi; Son ) Art thou fo proud, is that 

thou wilc aot be beholdiag to God } Thou 

wilt deſerve , or have nothing, What 

p ſhall I ay? Pooy thou art, and yer j 
We chou haſt nothing but wretchedneſs and miſe- 
a ry, and yet thou art taking of a Purchaſe, 
Thus is a provocation, God refiteth the prond; 
eſpecially 
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Their miſcarriages as to believing in Chriſt 
eſpecially che ſpiricually proud, He -that 1s 
proud or uis Clothes and Parentage , is not 
lo contempruible in Gods eyes , as he that 15 


proud ot tus Aorhities , and to ſcorns to lubmir. , 


to Gods methods tor his falvation by Chrift 
and [iis righteouſneſs alone. 
4» Others, through their 1 NOrTAnce and 


Througlw 
h 


weakneſs lay off from Chrift, in hopes of Opes 19 


working th ut , whith cannot be wrought without 


prepare 


« Chriſt. Were their heafts fo humbled and them-- 
melted , 45 ſuch gn:{l fich are , could they fee ſelves , 


all chcir tins ſubducd , were taeir hearts more 


fiited and prepared tor to lodge ſo _ 2 ſclves 


Friend, chey would tnen Cloſe with 


& Pco- fir for 


miſes; with Chritt ; whereas they ſhould Chriſt, 


cotnz co Chrict, as ſoon as they apprehend 


they are poor , blind , and naked , for them Rev. 3. 
lic calls and invites, Bucalas ! a ſight ofcheir 17, * 8. 


wants, is 4 barr to their coming, They would 
lave the Frxic firlt ; and then the Tree ; have 
their hearts paar fied, and then come to Chriſt 
(Who is arprinted by God to be Santlification to 
them. ) God comes , by his Spirit, to con- 
vince U;Em of their linful nature and weak- 
neſs, on p wpoſe, that they ſeeing their ne- 
cefſicy of Chrift , might flye to him, as their 
City of refuge, and they are driven farther off 
by che lighc of cheir hns and unworthinels. 
Whereas they ſhould come to Chr; , -asto a 
Magazine and Store-houſe ,* and wait on him, 
in uſe of means , for the broken heart , 
the pure heart , and all other ſpiritual mer- 
Gts , which their Souls are yer defticnte of , 
but chey will not. O farbleſs Generation 1 
| | D He 


- 


as } 


50 


Mar, 9. 
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Their miſcarriages as to believing in Chrif, 
How long ſhall I be with you? how long ſhall ! 
ſoffer you ? Chriſt is pur tothe utmolt of his 
patience, to bear with Unbelief, 

5. Others, through ſome kind of ſeeming 


_ - modeſty and tenderneſs , delay in their coming 


modeſty, 


to Chrift. They are atraid 0; abufing the h9- 
lineſsand julitice of God, if they Could hope 
for any privilege in the blood of Chriſt , and 
mercies of God. '* What mercy for me? me 
<« a proud wretch, an wrwclean wretch , an ene- 
« wy to God, a ſlighter of bis Sprit? 1 de- 
« ſerve nothing but Hell, what Heaven for 
« we? Ihave affronted the Majeſty of che 
*« great God, and what? This God beſtow a 
« Chriſt on me ? Who can believe , that the 
« Juſt God , who turned down the glorious 


« Angells to Hell for one tranſgreſhon , will | 


«© fave me, who have committed more (ins in 


© number , than the hairs on my head, than 


* the ſands on the Sea ſhore? And what, 
« Mercy for me ? Shall I have a Chriſt ? Will 
« Chriſt accept of me , who have wronged 
« bis Father and him for ſo many years toge- 
«ther? O ! how long doth many an awake- 
ned Soul hang in doubts and fears , ere ic will 
venture upon Chrifts graciouſneſs alone; and 
then, when the Soul hath long ſtood out , 
the fears increaſe, ** I have refuſed Chriſt ſo 
«long; to all my former tranſgreſſions 1 
<< have added this , my puting off Chriſt and 
« Salvation., when freely tendered , and 
<« therefore ſure I may not now come. And 
now, if Chriſt offers them mercy , ftill 

are fearfu} ; they cannot belicye that Chritt 
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Theit pafcorriagrt a6 to beligomg in Chrifh, 
is ferious and reaſ. O |! by cheſe: fealoutjes 
of Cart, you provoke him not a lictle, You 
are ceaily tO ſay 4 Tizis is t00 good news tO be 
true : What is this, but to ſay , The Goſpet 
is falle, ic is notrue and faichful Word , tis 
nat tO be received with at! accepration , that 
Jeſus Chrijt came into che World to fave the 
oreatelt of (inners, blaſphemers and perſe- 
cutours of Chwift ? 1s cþe great Sin that 
made Ciuri(t weep, * YouTeldome find Chritt 

ecping over the Jdolaters of the Werld : I 
Vis 449 not weeping'ever Sodom ant Comer 
ral Bur if Het atoms refuls--Chrie, this 
makes him weep ingecd, Hf jerwfalams Hiern- r whe 


19.43. 


ace! Chrilt became « mas of ſorrogt , was 
ong'tdr with griefs,&c. on -f nk In ſhould Iſ«y33 
ſee of the travail” of hu Soul , and be Bt is fied. 
It croubles Chrift ro (ee rhe to 
make (God a Lyartolus Son , and 
ed thy toves and affe&ions, tor whoſe fake he 
ſubmitted ro his Fathers frowns;- 'O 1 this (in 
of Unhelicf hathr great unkindneſs -in it 4 and 
therefore no wonder if Chriſt wjbr4ids fore. Hare 
A man is <7 ths rardanne*-me mat 16, 14+ 
2 done 106 bigs , -is-£&- 

realed to lnm , cogether with his 
neſs; But whe: ſhatl I Gay 7 $0 ferx ate. Souls | 
from coming tw Chriſt , char they do ſeldoate . 
bewait this hrs, aud ſeldome freak to:Gogfor 
—_—_——_— it; and though men preterid 

y camo come 50 Chriſt , yet che'revth is , 
Gepwfiont { fo dr; Foo 508 bwifu 

. z 1H 
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52 Their miſcarriages a5 to believing in Chrift 
zmpenitency hath abundantly proved, .) The 
immediate cauſe of your not coming is not a 
natural deficiency, but a moral oppoſition of Spi- 
rit againſt Chriſt, 


——| 
| : 
Their taking Chriſt partially : without co? , 


Jugal affeRions : and without confidering © 
the coft they may be at. | 


! 
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5ly. F at length men are perſwaded to 
« rm | | come to Chriſt, yer they take him 
Chriſt partially , beth as King , Prophet , 
purially, aud Priefk, As their King: They | 


are —_— he ſhall rule in ma- | 
ny things, but not in all, Their drud 
eo One or two luſts muſt be 'preferr'd before 
Chriſts Scepter and Government : Some o 
. of Chrifts Yoak of Commandements they 
will ſubmit to ; but are not pleaſed thar 
Chriſt ſhall impoſe what they will; they pick 
and chooſe : here they wilt obey, in another 
thing I pray: heave me excuſed: few are __ 
to ſay , - Lord what wilt thox have me todo? 
Any thing Lord, I am called to thy fort y #5 
the man of the Ealt was , ready to trudge af- 
ter thee to the ends of the Earth. As their 


Prophet, Rlexe they divide too; many _ 
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they will learn ot Chriſt, but they muſt part- 
ly lean to their own wnderſtandings , and be 
taught for DoRirines , the Traditions of men, 
They are alſo partial in their cloſe with 
Chriſt as therr P rieſ. They hope to be ſaved 
partly by his mediation , and partly by their 
own. As the Papilts, ſo many Proteſtant Pro- 
feſſours are for a divided Chriſt ; few are 
for exalting Chriſt alone , ſo as to renownce all 
other Lords,iwho bave had Dominion over them, 
and to count all other Teachers beſides Chriſt 
& vain, abſurd, unſound, and weak. Few re- 
nounce all their own righteouſneſs, as dung, 
to pur the Crown on Chriſts head alone, to 
make Chriſt their alone Mediatour , their a+ 
lone Interceſſlour. No, they muſt have 
Ciſterns of cheir own ro keep their water-in , 
and Sands of their own to build upon , and 
ſo Chriſt, the E left precious Stone , 1s refuſed 


s by the Builders... How many hope to be par- 
| doned , partly by Chriſt , and partly by their 


Civility, and new Obedience 2 They lay their 
title to God , Heaven, and Glory , partly 
from Chriſts merits, znd partly from their 
own deſerts ; few whoſe hopes are founded 
on Chriſt's ſatisfaQtion alone; but their hopes 
riſe or fall according to what they do for him, 
rather than according to what he hath done 
and ſuffered for them : their hopes of accep- 
tance with God are more from their reforma- 
tions , than from Chriſts entring within the 
V aile : If they have peace of Conſcience > 
they aſcribe it ro their Prayers , rather than 
to Chrilis Interceſſion, and if they Pray in 
hu ſecres 


Thelr miſcarriages gat to believimg mn Chrif 13 * 
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* 58 Ther wiſe awrioges ot tohelirving in Chrif, 


Chiiſtum ** Chriſt entirely , all Chriſt, and all of Chriſt, 
er rorum * or you are not Chriſtians , though you have 
Chriſti, «a name to (ive, Chriſt is coming to diftin- 


ſecret in their Cioſer , and in their Family 
too, when both before were negleRed, they 
hope to paſs by this Bridge co Heaven ; but it 
it be top ſhort, they will ſer Curiſt to patch 
up what is wanting , that they may land on 
the other ſhore, H2nce itis chat many Pro- 
feſſors are much more conſcienciors in Tacir þ 
obedience to the moral law , than t! ey are to 

the Law of Fauth, tor that they hope their 0. l 
bedience will ſteed them aſmuch , if not more # 
than Jeſus Chrift ; bur it chey underſtand that 

without® aith there i no pleaſing dGod , then 
they will labour for a faith that may j: ſtifie 3 
them , rather as an «7 of tcirs , chan in re-© 
ſpe& of the objett Chrift, Chrilt is {till aſed © 
only upon neceſſity,and to make up the want 
of ſomewhac elſe ; but very few dare reſt on 
the merics of Chritt «love , ſo a5 to ſep all their 
righteouſneſs to be as filiby rages, To few 5) 
Chriſt maar of God Wiſdow , Righteouſneſs \| 
Sant; fication , and Redemption. Let me! 
rinz a peal in your Ears , * You muſt receive} 


& ouiſh names from ing and then you will 
&« curſe the day you had the Nawe , or heard 
« of the Nawe ; you will have your portic 
*« with Hypocrites. Theſe are indiſpenble 
« rerms On Which Chriſt will infiſt, Ab, 
© xoue' ; Chriſt as a Refiner, 85 well as a 
« yiour ; Chriſt asa Lord, as well 5s 4 5 
« crifig. 


Sixth: 
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Their miſtarriaget,as to believing in Obriff. x5 
Sixthly,If men are perſwaded in the horrouts Many 

of their Spirits to take Chriſt as Prieſt, Pro« cloſe with 

pher and King , as a meer ſhift, to ſhift off Ch" 
cheir -croubles and ſorrows , and their fins 10nd, 
{ the occaſions of them; ) yet their hearts be arm DA 

fterd off from Chriſt, as #:hand, they have 

not conugal affettions to him , their hearts 

are not broughe oyer to him, they receive 

him not into their boſomes , into their 

choicelt afeAions all this while. There is 

ill ſome ſecret luſt more precious than 

Chri(t ; he is not the chief Corner-Stone , 

whereas to them that believe he is precious , 
exceeding precious. Few, like Paul , deter* 

mine to know nothing elſe ſave Chriſt , and him 
Cracsfied, One Chriſt was enough to take 

up Paul; thoughts to eternity ; he did not $3; Chris 
care what he was ignorant of , ſo he knew ſturn 
Chriſt. Though he was brought up at Gama- noſcis 
bels teet , he laid down all his knowledge at gc, 
Chrilis feet. 

1, Are your hearts ſo draws to Chrift, arts From 
count him the moſt neceſſary good 1n all the eſteeming 
World? And all other things to be bur ad. Chit 
junts , ſothar yuu are able co live without © 
thein , but not without Chrilt > Liberty i, 
ſweet t0a believer ; buthe can live in a Pri-* * 
ſon , yea and live merrily coo, ' he can for 
zhere it Chriſt be within the grate : Bread 
ſweer, but he can lire in a Wilderneſs ( #de+ _. 
ſolace houling deſart ) and fing there too, 6s 
Meſes did , 1f Chrift be there, yea and pre« 
ferr it before Canaan, If rþy Preſence go #6t 
with ms , carry #1 net hence, A Wilderneſs 

D4 with 
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Their miſcarriaget,as to believeng tm Chriſt. 
with Chrit is more precious than a Canaan 
- without him. It ye were through Believers, 
the World would not be accoup ed among the 
Neceſſaries. One thing 1s neceſſary , One , 
not many. Other things may civert, or 
may a little refreſh , but Chriſt is the 'Necel- 
2, [i be ina ſenſe the only good to eur Soul;? 
= Ine Is nothing elſe _ had tron Chriti ? 
ive a Belzever wat you will wichourt Ciriſt , 
it weighs nothing , he droops, as the Mary- 
gold , when the Sun withdraws. Waart js all 
| this whilt I am Chr ſtleſs ? Tnere 15 none 
good butChritt, Riches are miſcall'd goods : 
they are not good ſure jn their reference as 
they relate to Chriſt , as they come from 
Chrift , from that boſorme of love; and as 
they advance Chriſt, and bring Chriſt and 
the Soul ro nearer Communion, -If the 
World in its glory , ſplendour , and fulneſs , 
L hinder communion wich Chriit, by deadning; 
© flatning , and diſtrafting the heart, it be- | 
') - comes a burthen: He is burchened with |} 
friends, reiations, enjoymenrs of all ſorts , 
chat rob him of Chriſte , that ecclipſe the face 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs , through their 
Ph;1.3., unhappy interpoſals. What was gain is count- 
& ed _ As he enjoyerh much or little of 
Chri T3 thereafter he laughs zs Or wWeeps » he 
riſech or falleth. In Chriſt are Riches , ho- 
nours and friends: yea Prayers , Sermons , 
Sacraments, &c, The Lord © the Temple ; 
Col. 3. He is alin all; He is all things, and in all 
It. things, not only by way of merit, Tg 
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Their miſcarriages as to believing in Chriff 57 
| they have, or expeR , 15 on Chrifts account ; 
| nor only by way of conveyance, through him 
| we have all good communicated ; nor only 
by way of cauſality , as he worketh allinall ; 
but he 15 all v;rtwally, he is inftead of all things 
tothem , he makes up the defe& ofAll chings. 
It no Eftate, no Friends, no Liberty , no 
Health, no Comfort, &c. yer the Believer 


| wanteth _— As having nothing , and a Cay 
| 1: polelfng all thingr. Thusthe Womantold 5 


the Periecucrour , when he threatned her, to 
deprive her of her Husband, Chrift is my 
H wiband. Profteſſours , look to your hearts, 
| to your affeRions , and then you will have Iſa. 24+ 
, caule to cry , Ay leanneſs, my leanneſs , woe \©* 

unto me, 1 am a dry thee. | | 5 O+ 3+ 
 Seventhly, How few Chriſtians have , tn | 
ther cloſing with C ws , hah + the Cof | Hr wc 
if they may be at } They were told of the Croſs , po be- 
3 but the Croſs was at « great diſtance, and fore- 
' things, when remote, ſeem little, How Mnd. 
z manylittle tudied the import of that word 
* Croſs? What a ſhameful, painful, tedious 
death it imports } Something of trouble they 
would undergoe for Chriſt , but really they 
never thought of dying for Chriſt, of ſpilli 
their hearts blood for Chriſt : So that 
did not cloſe with Chriſt wnderflandingly , 
either they were ;gnorant of Chriſis perſon , 
or of rhe conſequent; of cloſing with him ; that 
they ſhould be bated of all men for his Names {at 10., 
ſake ; that they muſt rhrowgh mach tribulation 22, | 
encer into his Kingdom ; they ſhall be At: 14 
put out of the Synagogues, and that the rimena, +—* 
| cometh , 
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Folr6.2.cometh, that whoſcever killeth them, will think 
that be doth God ſervice. Hence when unex- 

Mat. 7, p<tedly the rain deſcends , the floods come , 
27. and the winds blow and beat upon their houſes , 
(che Racely ſpiricual buildings z which chey 

| have been erecting ) they do not only totter, 
but fall, and great : their fall, Even Cedars 

| are taken up by the roots, How many in ſuch | 

 LUmes put away 4 good Conſcience , and concern- 

1 Tm. mg Faith have male [hip-wrach ?, Ho 4 many 

Bel9. arc T res, whoſe frait withereth, withiwt fruit, 

Jade twice dead , plucked up by the roots > They fee 

V, 12, _ not the ricles of Chritt will make them a- 
mends for all theſe- lofles and perills : the 

cannot ballaxce the troubles of the Fleſh with 

the comforts of the Spirit; the preſent evil 

things , with the future inhericance in Hea- 

ven : the Temptations they meet with are | 


unexpected, They are like fome Ladies , 

that pur forch to Sea for pleaſure; they launch 

forth rowards Chriſt , but as the King of VV a- 

varre , Wha (aid, he would not venture far- 

tker , than he could quickly retreat , in caſe 

of danger. The Storm makes them return x0 

their Harbour ; yea, with the Dogg to the 

2 Pet. :« vomit , and the Sow to the mire. Theſe 
22. poor Sonls ( Q that my heart could bleed for 
them ) were willing to come up to ſome of 

Gal.3.4. Chritts terms , ts loſe « lictle, nay , to ſuſfer 
many things , but they cannot endure to loſe 

Life. Omy Soul ! weep in ſecret for them, 

_ © . when thou confidereft , that the Children of 
Mai, 8. the Kingdow | 0- gp my" ) ſhall be caf 
IT - 04 4140 08807 daarkneſs , there ſhall be _— 

an 


» 


na" 
Ss 


UM 
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whether Chrilt is better than Name, Liberty, 


#6 to believing in Cheiff, 59 
and gnaſhing of teeth, God wil not abate 4, 
-_ he requires , he expetts chat A = 
we take up the Croſt daily , that we hate Life 3*7,% 
it ſelf , as well as whatſoever elſe is near and 

dear unto us. The Conditions impoſed on $* 25s 
his fallen Creatures are irreverhible , he will whe 
never (toop lower. O! this makes many a *4: 
man tO goe away. ſorrowful, | beſeech the 
Reader to goe ever with the work «f Converſion 
again , new that the Croſs is in fight , now 

that Tribulation ariſeth ; Now let him ſee , 


26, 


Friends, Relations, Lively-heod, and Lite 

it ſelf ; and whether he can believe , that be Luke 
that will ſave hu life , ſhall loſe it , and be that 9, 24, 
will loſe bus life for Chrifts ſake > ſhall find ity 

and that with advantage. | 


. 


CHAP. VIL 
Their ſhuffling together falſe Signes of | 
Pl Sith Chrif. 

8ly. TY Ow do wary Profe 

: genke O al «por {;— 1. of dan ' 
cloſing with Chri ? How do they count them ret 
true and infallible z which are but queſtion- falſe 
able ; yea , which have been fi in un- 5/827 
ſound Hypocritical bearts; and fo deceive 19's * 


6o - Thitr miſtayrrages at to believing in Chriſt. 
Theiz Fhemſelves, as if they had a Chriit , and real 
round, Grace within them? How dothey live upon 
eſs Pleas, theſe Signes comtortably all their dayes with- 
thar they gut a Cari} ? Excuſe me, if I bring in their 
= wg Pleas, and anſwer them briefly. | 
Chriſt, 1. I am changed from what I was, nay, 
changed inwardly. So was Saul , And oe was | 
1 Sam. ſo, that when he hadgturned þis back to goe 
10.g. from Samuel, G4 gave him another aq. 
* Thou mayeſt have another heart, and yer n 
a new heart, 

2+ I haye extraordinary Gifts: I was dull, 
unable to ſpeak of God , tongue-tyed among 
the Saints; bur I can now hold a diſcourſe 
with them , and manage ſome of the higheſt 
ſervices, as well as they. Might not Sau ſay 
ſo much for himſelf > had not he the Spirit of 
Prophelie to admiration ? When «4 company of 
1 Sam, Prophets met bims , the Spirit of God came ng- 
10. 10, 9 him, and he propheſiad among them : Then | 
11, the prople ſaid one to another , what is this that 
1s come to the San of Kilh'? | Is Sgul alſo among 
the Prophet:'? T be Spirit of God was npow him 

alſoat another time , and be went on, a1d 
19. 23 pheſied, wntil be came to Naioth'in Ramah; and 
2 * be ftript off bi; elather alſo , and prophefied be- 
wy fore Samuel in like manner , and lay down naked 
all that day , and all that might. He was fo 
great a Proficient, that ( as one obſtrves ) 
As ſoon as be was admitted into the Socitty , be 
commenced Doftour , and propheſied with the 
- beftof chem : They food and propheſied , he 
went on, he could run and prepheſie; yea, he 
was ſo full of the Spirit of Prophefe, _ 

nel 


1 Sam. 


XUM 


Their miſcarriages,a5 tobelieving in Chrif, 6! 
neither eat , nor crank, nor flept , nor role; 
but lay down naked all the day , and all the 
mghe ; he was as in a trannce all that while , 
and wanted neither meat , nor drink, nor 
| clothes, nor ſleep. 
3. I was full of revenge, but now I am 
come to ſuch a pitch of Religion , that I can 
| paſs by Offences; yea , pals them by, when 
[ have an opportunity of puniſlung them” thar 
affront me. Had nor Saul ſo much Religion? 
The Children of Belial ſaid, How ſhall this man, 5, 
| ſaver? andihty deiþiſed bims , and _ 10. 27: 
| him no Proſents ; bat be held his peact, e 
bears muCi, that can bear being derided. 
| 4+ Though {am meek inmine own Canſe, 
* yer whenthe Name of God , and the Churct 
ot God ſuffer , I can be very much inflamed, 
So was hypocritical Saul, #hen Naheſh the 1 Sam. 
Ammonite told the men of Jabeſh , Os thir'11. 2,6: 
cordition will I make a Covenant with you , that 
1 may thruſt out all your right eyes , and lay it 
for a reproach nyon all Ifracl ,” the Spirit of God | 
came upon Saul , when he btard thoſe tydingr , 
and hit auger was kindled greath, _ 
5. 1 am merciful ro men, to mine Enemies, 
becauſe God hath ſhewed me mercy. So was 
Saul, «And Saul ſaid, There (hall not a man 1 San. 
be put to death this day , for this day the-Loyd 11,13, 
hath wrought Salvation in Irael- Though he 
was incited to revenge, yet he would not. 
6, When I have any Mercy from God 1 
ſet God inthe Mercy, and is-not this a good 
Sign ? Truly h6 better than Saw had, T's day 3 5am. 
the Lord bath wrought Salvation in Iiracl, : IIEL 
Y F*: 
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1 Sam. 


T4. 37» 


7. I engage God: with me ; bcetore 1 tet 
upen any conliderable Undertakings, Did 
ROC Saud fo much? Then ſaid I , the Pailiſtines 
will come down now wyen me to Gilgal, and / 
have not made Supplication to thi Lord ; [ for- 
ced ney ſelf therefore , and offered a burnt Of- 
fermg. AndSaul ſaid uno Aluah, Bring bi- 
ther the Ark "of God, &c, And Saul aked 
counſel of God , Shall I goe down after the Pai- 
liſtines ? 

8. When I Pray ; I 20k what becom:s of my 
Prayer , and I ſuſpend many of aty Motions , 
cill I have an Anſwer. Sas! the Hypocri:e 
went fo farr ; he look'd after his Prayer, and 
would not goe down after the Philiftines 
becauſe God anſwered bins not that day. 

9. If I haveno Anſwer to Prayer, I ecxa- 
wine the Reaſow , and I am ſure this is more 
than molt Profeffours do. But not more 
than Saul did , When God anſwered bins not 


t Sam, that dey , Saul ſaid, Draw ye mh hither all 

14-37 , the chief of the people , and know and ſee where- 
38, ## thit fon hath bren thic day, 

to, I am troubled for other mens fins, and 

cannet but repreve ſinners ; Is not this a Sign 

of Sincerity? I anſwer, No, unleſs Sas! 

were Gncere : When he was told , che Peo- 

| ple cat the blood , he was troabled, and re+ 

t Saw. proved them tov ; He ſaid, Tr have tranſ» 

T4. 33-greſed. 


tr. My Zeal againſt Sin is ſuch , that 1 
puniſh it where-ever I find it; lam janparts» 
al in ny rebukgrof Sn: my Children, as well 
e50y Servants z Are verretted,, if they —_— 

gal 
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Their miſcarriages #s to believing in Chriſt, . 53 
againſt the Lord.. Hence I conclude mine 
eſtate is go00d. And ſo might Saul, As the 1 Sam. 
Lord liveth, who ſaveth Iſrael ,, though ut ( the 14, 29, 
lin ) bein Jonathan my Son, he ſhall ſurely 

dhe. / 

12. I conclude God loves me from « cone 
ſtant ſerres of ſmuling Providences , that fol- 
lowerth all that I take in hand ; I fhnd chat the 
Lord blefſecth me in my goings out and com- 
ings in ; whatſoever I dv dota proſper. And 
had not Sax! (range Succeſles and Vidories ? 

Wien [ſrael was 10 low , that they had no 
weapons tor Warr, nor Smiths to make any, 

Saul took the K ingdome over 1(r acl, and fought 1 Sam. 
agatnſ? all his Enemies on every fide , %C,' and I4. 47s 
whither ſorver he turned himſelf » be vexed 

them. 

13, I hindareadineſs to _ others better 
than my ſe't ; ſo did Sas! with tears in his 
Eyes. Ard Saul ſaid , 15 this thy woice my Son 1 Sam 
David ? And Saul lift up his voice , and wept , 24 16y 
and he ſaid to David , thou art more righteous 17+ 
thas I. 

14. I continue my duties when I fear God 
hath rejzeted me, even in deſertion 1 keep on 
wor ſhiping. $9 did Sawl , when Samwel told 
him , God hath rejefted thee , he defired Sa- 


mael to turn again with him , that be wight " 54 


worſhip the Lord, and he prevailed with Sas +, 
mel tO turn again, a»d Saul worſhiped the 3 3** 
Lord. 
"15+ T ſee @ btaaty in the Church and People 
of God. So did Ba/aaw, How: geadly art thy 
Toms, O Jacoby endithy T abernacler, © 1 ons 
el \ 


* 


64 Their miſcarridges,ss to believing in Chriſt, 
Numb. | As the I all:ys are they ſpread forth, as 
24.5.6, Gardens by the R vers ſides , 4s the Trees, &Cc. 
' which the Lord hath planted , and ai Cidar 
trees br ſides the waters, | 
I6. 1 cannot for the greateft adYantage be 
£ brought to fin 4gainſt God, Neither could 
Numb, Balaan, If Balak wu'd give mt his houſe full 
24.13, of 'Silver and Gald, 1 cannot go beyond the Com- 
mandement of the Lord, &c. | 
17, [ livenp tothe diftates of Conſcience, 
though I hazard the diſplealure of great men 
Namb, hereby. So did that Sorcerer , though Ba- 
$4. 19. laks anger wah kindled ag ainſt Balaam , and be 
ſmote bis hands together, | 
18, I have ſome lights of another World , 


and I deſire to ſpend 41 eternity with the Saint's 


$0 had Balazm, and did not he delire fo 
Numb. much? Let me dye the death of the righteous 1 
23.10, and let miy laſt end be like his. 

19, Waen I think of the day of Judgement, 

I am affefted withit , whereas betore I was 

ſottiſh and Tecure. So was Felix. As be 

4; 2.4, ( Paul ) reaſoned of Ryghteouſne ſr, T emperance 
go 7 and Fl lerroins hr elix renbled.” 

20.1 am an Orthodox Proteſtant;lo thou may 
be a Teacher too , thou maylt not only know 
Gods will , and approve the things that are more 
excellent , Inns out of the Law , but 


_—_ u thy ſelf art 4 gurde of the 


18,19, confident that t 


20,2.4, blind, a light of thens , which are in darkneſs; 
7 an Inftrufter of the fooli(h, 4a T rathey of babir, 
which haſt the form of knowledge , and of the 
truth in the Law ; and yer fall ſhort of Chriſt, 

and of Heaven , yes the nawe of God wy 
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* blaſphemed among the Gentiles , through 
Bee. 
21, Iamfree from the ſcandaions evils of 
the times, So were they in Peter , They had 
| eſcaped the pollmtions of the worl4 , yea and that 2 Pee, 2, 
[ through the knowledge of Chriſt (wich 15 more 420,22, 
{ Þ than che moral Heatliens ever had) and yet 
- | were dogs and jwixe (till, 
22, 1 live inoffen/tvely , none can lay any 
, | thing to my charge. Bat was not Pavl, whilſt 
n | Chriltleſs , rowching the Righteouſneſs which is Phil Js 
. | in the Law b'ameleſs? At the ſame time he was g, 
e | Perſecmting the Church of God. 
23. I Lave obeyed the Commandements of 
, | God for « long tame, Iam not like a Anſhrom, 
4 | ſoon wp, and toon vaniſhing ; Iam a conſtant 
og © Servant cothe Commandements of God. So 
, | wasthe young maninthe Goſpel ; be ſaid un- | 
to Chril » All theſe thing: I bave kept from my Math. | 
et, | jouthup; what lack Tye? 19, 20s 
2s 24. I haye inlargements in duties, and ſa. | 
be | tisfie not my ſelf wich ordinary duties , bur 
| make Conſcience of extraordinary duties , 1 Math. 
fait, and that oft. And did not the Phariſees 23-14% | 
it | make long Prayer, and falt off } { faſt twice in Luk,1ts., 
ww the week, I 2+ 
ay 25, Ihave joyer iv Ordinaxces . the word 
-of | of the Lord is (weer and precious, I know 
be # the time when it was not fo. But did not 
ſr; Hered bear the word of God gladly } Did he 
#r, | not ſee an excellency in Jobs ? Had he not his x4, 6 
he } Virtues and Graces in great eſteem ? Had he | . 
iſt, } not a Reverend behaviour towards him ? 
Did got he obſerve him, and care to pub 
J & 
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Exth. 
33+ 30. 


Alary. 6, 
20, 


HMatth. 
7.28, 
I3. 
1 
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Alat.25, 
8, 10, 


Their miſcarriages,as to believing in Chyif. 
him x H< heard þpim , and that gladly $ te 
was much delighted in Job's Preucaing, 

26, Nay butI go tartuer , for I ſtiry wp 0- 
thers to frequent Sermons. So did the Elders 
of Iſrael, Come [ pray you , and hear what is 
the word , that come; forth from the Lord, &c, 

27. I obey as well as hear ; 1 hear in orger 
to prattiſe. And was not Hered ccnformable 


to Jokn's Dottrine? though Jobs Preached Þ 


not placentis, he was a rough Preacher, a bur - 


ning, as well as a ſhining light , yer the Text B 


rells us, / e did many thir gs. 
28, When hearthe word, I am ſtrangely 
taken with 1t. So were the people, wiien they 


heard Chriſt , they were aft onijhed at bis Doc Þ 


trine. 


reaſoned of Rightrowſneſs, Temperance, &C. 
Felix trembled. 


30, But I Pray and Pray oft as well as hear, © 


and therefore is it not well 7 It may be ill e- 
nought, if thou haſt no betrer evidence. 
When you make many Prayers ( when you mul- 


tiply Prayer , when you add Prayer to Pray- 


er ) yet I will not hear, 

31, There wasa time , when felt ſin no 
more, than a dead man feels a mountyin up- 
on him ; bet now it is heavy ; "cis burthen- 


ſome. Andwzsitnot ſo to Cain} And Cain © 
aid nato the Lord , my puniſhment ( or, mine | 


miquity ) 7 greater than 7 can bear, Was it 


29. Many a time wnder 4 Sermon my knees | 
g.- and heart ake. So it was with Felix, As be 


not ſo to' fa4ar, when be repented bimelf ,* 


and reſtor > the thirty pirces of ſilver , ſays  \ 
: b a 


Thoir meſcaryidges yas to believaty tm Chuiff 
have ſinned, in that 1 have betra;ed the Inno- 
cm blood , and went and hanged bimfelf 7 

32. I have deſires aficr grace , and am wit- 


b_ ling zo be at coſt for it, SOUR fooliſh guy, 
s And the fooliſh( ting awakened out of tneir 
Ee, fecuricy in their form ot Gudlineſs ) ſard.wnto xg,.6 » 
has the wiſe , give ue of your Oy/: yea they went 25.8,10 


Ie ts buy, Tixy were willing © be at colt for che 

4 © powerof Godlinels, bp 927100 

ſ 33. I aſciateonly witir Gods ople, yea 

& & mwiththe pureſt and bolicft. So dd the footifh 
Virgins , they aſſociated not only with Vir» 

gins, but with the wiſe V irgarr. Boch wiſe Math. 


[ 

= and fooliſh went out together to weet the Brides 351. 
"of rooms, 

| 34. I conſult Minſters for my Soul, and 

Y have high attainments, But wherein doſt chou 

& g0 beyond thoſe , of whom it is faid , T bey Iſa, 58. 
y ſeek, me daily, and delight to know my wayes ; 2. 


| as 4 ation that did Rightronſneſs, and for- 
3 fork not the Ordinance of they God : they ach 
1% of methe Ordinances of Fuſtice : they take de- 
light in approaching to God? Wherein doſt 
thou $0 beyond chole in the Hebrews, who 
were once mlightened,, and had tailed of the Heby. 6. 
Heavenly gift , and were mai paytahers of the i? 3» 
. Holy-Ghoſt , and had taſted the good word of r1:br.6 

Gods wid the Powers of the world to come. Wo © © 
- tho haſt not better things than theſe , thou ©" 

haſt not ſavinghycloſed with Jeſus Chritt; for 

as yet thou - hi nothing thet accompanerd 

Salvation , from which Salvation cannot be 

ſeperated, - * | 


E 2 | O! 


Their miſcarriages 8s to believingin Chriſt, 
O ! 1 cannot but pitty theſe puvor hearts , 
theſe Almoſt-Chriſtians, Almoit Chriſtians , 
and Almoit Saved, 1 may ſay they are mor 
farr from the King dome of God , and yet ina 
ſenſe they are farther than any others, Our 
greateſt difficul:y hath been to andecerve theſe, 
ro wnchriſt theſe, I mean, to take off theſe 
leaves , with which ti:ey have covered 
themſelves , that they m2y come to Chriſt 
for clothing , and ſo prevenc the appearing of 
their nakedneſs. O | It is hard tough work 
co perſwade a proud Puaxiſee , that all his 
Righteoaſneſs will not ſeed him , that he 
mutt fling away all , that he muſt have ſome- 
thing elſe to ſhew for Heaven and Glory. O! 
How have men fled in our faces, when we 
have told chem , that yet they have nothing 
that is efſential toa Chriſtian , as a Chriſtian, 
or which makes a Chriſtian a Cluiitian, no 
more than a picture hath of the eflence of a 
man ? YouTnay imagine a man , that hath be- 
ſtown 20 or 3O years in building , how loath 
is he to pull down all again ? Taough he fears 
the foundation is but on the Sands ; he will 
rather venture , than begin all anew : He is 
even aſhamed to unravell all che Clue of his 
ungrounded confidences. What begin upon 
anew bottome ? No, nothe; and fo Chriſt 
and he part. He takes his ſuppoſed grace to 
be a Chriſt , or at kaſt, that there muſt be 
Chriſt, where ſ-ch changes are, and ſo cries 
Out , Soul take thine eaſe , thou baſt Loods laid 

#p' for many years, yea for Eternity. 
| CHAP. 


. date. 4d om—_ 


UM 


ſpeak. Have not we ſpoken aghin Gods ſer- 


ATTN 


CHAP. IX; 


Their Vngodlineſs : their 1gnorance : their 
Errours , etc. 


Ave not many Profeſſors betn ungodly p;ofefors 

men, «erp, men without worſhip ?. If Vagodli« 
to deny or withhold any part of that reſpe& nels. 
or honour, that is due unco God, be uhgodli- 
neſs; how much angodhinels bath tuere beeg , Jude 4: 
and is chere till amonatt us? Which of vs hath 
zot been pniley of not giving God his r;ghr or 
lee honour Have not we fuck'd in many ws- 
godly Principles} As that it x5 gm vain toworſhjp 
G * » there 1s no happineſs ( cotaparable-io 
what the World doth afturd.) is communion 
with God ; Religion 15 but 4 notion and fancy ; 
Poliey is the only Piety ; T his world muſt be 
laok'd after, whatever becomns of C —S , 
&c, Hive not we been guilty of angodly Pſal.50, 
thewghts 7 have not we thou zht, , that God 5s 22x, 
nat {o barſh , but we may take liberty in fonning; Fob 22: 
that be taketh wo notice of what we think, ſpeak 12 , 115 
and ds , yea that there is no Ged?} Have not Pſai, 14- 
we n a»godly word; 7 have not we uttered 1, 

e very hard ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners 


Vants ? yea have we been afraid to ſyrak againſt 
| = 3 bit 
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aup Moſes ? And have not many of oat 

Ret wagodly » yea though we have not 

wngodly commutted them F God hath always 

been ſorely provoked by angodlineſs; The 

* Pet, 2. Flood ſmept away the World 'of phe Xngodly ; 

= but yer we might have been ungodly under 

the Law , ata cheaper race, than under. the. 

Gofpel;* betaiife the Goſpel gives us more 

clear , andcertain notions, of Gods excel- 

lency and glory , and lays more obligations 

upon us to reſpect God , and theretore is cal- 

1 7 ing, | Jed dofrine according to godlintſs, _ 
& 3. godly [hall not ftand in Ju gener » neith 

Pr TX world to come , nor in this world, The 

} ade 1 5; 9 Of Judgement is appointed on purpoſe to 

- * baits vengeance of ungodly perſons, 

Their | Firſt » H ave not ſome Profeſſors been , and 

Ignor= FillF"'Se, altogether ignorant of God? Some 

ance of baye not the knowledge of Goll', 7 ſpeak, thit 

0G, ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) ro your Bamr. May ic 

' © 97- notbeſaidtomany of us, Ye worſhip ye know 

15-34+ wot what? Donot many Profeſſours worthip 

John 4. God upon no other account, than the Rowan; 

——_ did rheir Jupiter , or the Ephefans their Dja- 

»4 , viz. becanſe he is the God of the Nation 

wherein they were born ; becauſe he was 

cheir fore-Fathers God , becauſe his worſhip 

isincredit , and becayſe the Magifirate com- 

marids that God be worſhipped ? Have not we 

wot({hipped God by Tradition, more than out 

of Coiertion of Judgement ? Hath not eur 

Ai; 1 7, worlhip been to the wnknown God P God is true 

* 23, ly, ms Scripture ſehſe, unknown to all, 

that do not know him experimentally and pra- 

; | Hically, 
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filically. Now, have we rafed and ſren, that J 
the Lord us gracious } pon ay a _—_— 34 
knew God , and yer kept not his Commande- * 
ments # He that ſaithſo; ua Lyar, and tht x To. 2 
truth a not ;n him : Hereby know we that Te Jo 
know him , if we keep his Commandements, It 
we do not thus know God, we are none of 
his Children ; he hath no Child fo htle, bur 
he knowetiz his Father : 7 bey ſhall all know 
wm? , from the leaſt to the greateſk, Ovrbeing Jer. gt 
Lic __ of God in Profetfion , will not fe- i 

cure us trom ruine; Ay People are deſtroyed 

for bk of Knonledpe, T he Fd Jeſs ary m_— 6 
Come tn flama» Fire, to render Vengeance on Q - 
us ; for he will lo Ccal with aff that know not * * 
God. 

Seconily, How erroneous have been Profeſ- Theie 
fours None can be ſuch a ſtranger to our 7/- ,cou-s; 
yaet , as to be ignoranc , that a Spiric of De- 
luton hach been let looſe abroad ., trom Dax 
to.Beerſhebs, To thar the Pillars of Religion » 
areſhaken, the molt concerning Truths que- 

{tioned , it not exploded witit (corn and con- 
tempt, * Have noc ſome made God the Au- 
« chor of Sin? Have rot others forgot that 
« rhey were Creatures; and have aſlumed che 
« [\berty , or rather higheſt impudence , to 
* ſay, thar they were Godded , and that the 
« fulneſs of the God-head doth dwell bodily 
«in every Saint, in the ſame meaſure as it did 
« i Chrict Jeſus; whilſt he dwele upon the 
«© Earth? Nay , have not others afhrmed , 
« Jeſus Chriſt to be a Baſtard ? Have not 0+ 
««c hers ſaid, They were Chriſt , and would, 
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& in the pride of their hearts , hare others to 
*« worſhip them? Have not ſome denied 
« Chriſts Deity , affirming , Taat he was not 
« God effentially, but only nominally; yea, 
« that his pure Nature was ſtained with Sin? 
« How many have denied the Trinity of Per- 
<« ſons? How many, under pretence that the 
& Law of Works binds not , have abrogated 
« all the Laws of Chriſt, and rnmrned curſed 
& Libertines ? How many have , under pre- 
© rence of advancing the Spirits teſtimony , 
© maintained Sandification to be a dirty qua- 
&« lification, and cryed down all marks and 
« ones ? How many have held, that the 
« DvQrine of Repentance, Falting, and Hu- 
« miliation , are too Legal for the Spirit of a 
« Clriitian? How many have denied Chriſts 
« (icting in a Body at the right hand of God? 
© How many have denied his Satisfation and 
*« Purchaſe ? Hive not ſome held, that there 
© ji5 no Heaven, no Hell , no ReſurreRion 
« fron the Dead, and that the Beaſt and Man 
&« have one common end? How many have 
* been alcozecher for Inſpirations, and pre- 
© fels'd chemſelves aboye the Sphere of all 
« Ocdinances ? How many have denied Wa- 
« ter-Baptiſm, the Supper, the Miniſtry , 
« yea the Scriptures of God? How many 
« have accounted it their higheſt Perfeion , 
*to finaway all cenderneſs of Conſcience ; 
* and [ook'd upon themſelyes the more holy , 
© by how much Villany they conld be guiley 
« of beyond others ? 


How 


—— 


Pheir wngedlineſs. "I 
How can we refrain from weeping out ouf ©,,ger. 
s5, how ſhould our cares tingle , tO ſee ations ro 
and bear theſe Abothinations > How hath the promote 
God of Truth been provoked by theſe curſed Ponrnnns 
miſcreants ? What horrible affrones have been ,o 
fered to the dread Majeity of God thereby ? 
How many thouſand Souls have y=_ by 
ſe Deluſions ? And what a'difhonour hath 
ome to the Chrittian Religion by reaſon 
hereof , I cannot expreſs. Certainly ( ſaith 
ne ) there i more deadly miſchief, and bigh- Bp. Hall 
offence to God in them , than in thoſe pratts- 
al evils , which honeſt hearts profeſs to a : 
Theſe , 4s they ave immediate fruit of our ſpirs- 
f part , ſo they do more immediately firike 
the God of Spirits in bis tyuth and boljneſs : 
nd as Religion 15 the bigbeſt Concernment of 
be Soul , ſo the deyravation of Religion muſt 
ds be the moſh danugrrow and damuable. 
en Hezchiah heard the blaſphemies of 
Rabſhthah, it is faid, He rent bis clathes, 
d covered himſelf with ſackcloth , and went 
» the Houſe of the Lord, and ſaid, This 1s 
day of trouble, and of rebuke , and of blaſ» 
wy, If an Aſſyrian Blaſphemer was fo 
Teat a froubler, what troublers are Nominal 
Chriſtians, thus abuſing their Proteſſion, and 
he God they pretend to ſerve, | 
But alas ! How little have we been affe&t. Profel: 
d withche Floud caſt out of the Serpents mouth Piſcarti- 


Las * 


Sefter the Woman ? Though the Trumpet hath 289 20h 


» Woe, Hoe, Wot, to the Inbabs- ; 


Fart; of the Earth, becauſe of Spiritual 


. 


lagnes ; #s bave been puſſed up, and heve for chews 
no 


A 


not mourned ; We have ſpoken laughingly 
thoſe (ins; We have not conlidered 
Judgement , as coming from the Lurd , as; 
coken of his wrath ( i» giving up ſo many 
our Country-men to ſtrong deluſions, to beli 
lyes ) We have ſhewed little Zeal for God 
glory , that hath been blemiſhed by theſe « 
reſtable things : Neither have we pittied the 
mavy that have followed the + pernicious way, 
How little have we mourned for thea, 
though the Apoſtle laith , rheir dahwmation [lun 

bereth not. 
Noc ufi How few means have we uſed for their, 
meansrs ducement ? hardly pur up a Prayer for them! 
redice not admoniſhed chem , bur let chem alone 
the erro- periſh in their deluſions ? Not ſo much asrt- 
acous, queſted anable Miniſter to have. recourſe © 
theſe poor deluded Souls in order to the curty 
ing of them from che Idols of their ow 

brains ? 

How little have. we endeavoured 0 
Nor pre- firengchen our ſelves ? ro prepdte Antidote 
pariag againit chis Infeion? We have not ſtudid 
Ant & *e Scriptures, that we might wers the were), 
x AY and reſiſt gain- ſept: ; andbe eftabliſhed inth 
Rion, preſent Truth; ; but , though we have ſeen 
many ſhip-wrack their Faith and Conſciences 
yet we have been b1gb-minded, and have not: 
feared. | 
| Nor ai. Fave went been guilty of not-expreſfing | 
ling Ov" dilike of the wayes of Herexicks a9-me | 
them, Should > We have not ſww'd them as Wt | 
hr. To maintain a Party; to ſtrengehes | 
2 Vackion , how haye we too much __ 
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Ip Ther engeadtivefs F 

'Y Jranced them ? pgrmmnn——"4 Gap not been 

a; [enough avoided. How lirtle have we regard- 

althoſe Apoſtolical injunftions ? Now / bee. 4 
"I ſeech you , Brethren , mark them , which cauſe ow.1 5, 


li, 


; | which ye have learned , and avoid them; far 
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diviſions ard fences , contrary to the Dettyine' Fon 8. 
they that are ſuch , ſerve n#t our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt , but their own bellies; and by goed 

word ; 3 and fair fþeeches » dece: ve the hearts 

of the ſimple. And if any man obey not on, Thheſ. 
word , note that man , and have no company , 14. 
with him , that ke may be aſhamed. We have 
fhunn'd the houſe where one withithe Plague- 
fore dwells, but we have not withdraws p,,,, 
from thens that cauſe to erre from the word; of x g 27. 
Knowledge. 

What ſhalt I ay? We havenot ſo hearti- Nor con- 
ly and vigoroufly contended for the F aith, which tending 
”as once, and but onee, delivered ts the forthe 
Saints , as we ought, The Lord humble w Fat 
for vur luke-warmnefs, We have cryed up 
Moderation , and counted hifi, ah Hagio ma- | 

fix ; that heth appeared againſt the abomina®* 

tions of the Head. Sure we, have not been 

valiais For the Truth upon the Earth. e7er.9.3. 
have not (parkled {6 much the mote in an holy. 

Zeal, becanſe others have perverted the right 

wayes of the Lord. Betauſe Fools have not 

been an/wered , they have Wiſe in their Prov. 
own concert, We have been dia ts meddle 26. 445+ 
with ſome , hecauſe they have ( uareaſond. * 


ft 
ly) ſhrowded chemſelves AA the ' name 
Saints ; but Part with-Sedd Peter to the Gal. 2. 
face , when Trath was like to ſofter, 1 40 dt 11. 
in 


76 Their ungedlineſ?, 
in all this go about to juſtifie undue rigouzs 
God knows how for baſe reſpefts, intereſts, 
names of our own , we have been too ſevere 
againſt ſome things of leſs moment, ſome cir. 
cumſtances of Cuurch Government, &c. too 
much zeal about mint and anice + we have 
| been too impoling of what lies dark and ob- 
ſcure in the book of God : and this white the 
Enemies tares have been ſuffered to. grow, 
and the Fundamentals of our Religion have 
| been ( at leaſt )endangered, Bur chat which 
hach been Eng lands Sin is too much permitting 
| and countenarcing Of damnable DFtrines. War 
ſhali I fay ? Waen God hath ſaid , #ho 5 # 
my ſide ? who | We have hardly anſwered for 
our ſelves. We have been doubrfull in thi 
Faith , wavering and reeling , not quite 0n, 
- Nor quite off , but ſtaggering and rotrering : 
Our Kel;giox hath been racher Opinion , than 
Faith , fo that we have Rood Tooking on a 


Neaters , whilſt Hereticks have made Mer | 


.4 chandiſe of Souls with fained words. The great 

__ _—_ of ,God have lyen looſe —_— 

y hearts , they have not been feſfned by the 

Mafter of the Aſſemblies , as nails iu 4 ſurt 

e: and having little experience of what 

we profeſs to know , hence luke warmnel*s 

followeth on courſe , or blind zeal for our 
Anceftours Religion. . 

O how by reaſon of the great defeQtion +- 


42 Pii.1. m 
3. hen o 


tween 7 ruth and Errowr, yea between Trats 
; and 


us hath the way of Truth been evil ſpr þ 
The common Enemy fafinech all up- © 
on Religion, They will not diſtinguiſh be- * 


» | 


L 
fd 
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Their ungedlineſs. 


| and Herefie, and never would put a difference 


berween the Orthodox and the Heteredex ; 
butif any one that had been called a Chriſtian 
fell into any damnable Errours or PraRtiſes , 
all Chritians ſuffered thereby ; which forced 
the Primitive Fathers tro Penne Remonſtran- 
ces, Confeſsions of Faith , and Apologies , 
thac tkey might clear Chriſt and his Church 
from being Mother or Nurſe to ſuch a curſed 
Progeny, And thuvgh ſome amonglit us 
have by C nfo fone of Faith , and otherwiſe, 
born witneſs again!t Errovrs, yet doubtleſs 
our Conſciences will tell us, thar we have 
not by Faſtings, Prayers, Studies, and all En- 
deayours improved all our time and Spirits 
for che ſuppreſsing and drying up the flond of 


the Seypent » the Soul-defiroying floud, as we 
ſhould ; bur if we have had any Acrimony of 
Spirit , we have let it forth upon them, that 
haye croſt us about Aedes of Government ; 


"F rather than agaipſt them , who have ſhaken 


the Foundations of opr Religion. When I 
conſider the multitudes of Sefts that have 
been , and are fil amongſt vs, I wonder not 
that the Goſpel hath had _ Womb 
ard dry Breafts. Inalltimes Chriſtianity hath 


ſuffered hereby. Lexomen ſaith, that wary 
would bave followed Chrift , but they were difſ-Nuſcis 
conraged by the divers Deflrines amen 

| followers, Chryſoflome profeſſeth 4 want 
Heathen told him, He would beceme a Chriſti» ligem, 


1 =» tut be knew not 16 what party of them togued 


Joyn 3 there are ſo many 0p1m10ns ard content i0prg fee | 
among Chriftians, When the multitude 


_ -4 


7 Phedr angediiveſt. 


A. 2+, Cliriſtians were one-ſoul'd, then Fear , ani 
32, 33- An, and Reverence wpon all the people ; But 
now that one ſaith I am of Paul, &c. Non 


Relipton is had in derifon , and Artheiſme 
grows exceedingly, Q that mine bead wen 
as Waters, XC, 


CHAP. X. 
Their want of Love to God. 
k 3ly, Ant of Love to Grd is another 
_ = eat branch of ungodlineſt & 
of Lovc anding among ſt Profe fſour, 


w God ini This is 10 great a branch of un- 
Chit, godlineſs , that Jeſus Chriſt hath reduced al 
the Commandements of the firſt Table con- 

| Eerning the Worſhip of God to this gren 
AMatth, One, thew ſhalt love the Lord thy God with d 
23. 36, thy Heart, and 48 thy Soul, and all thy Might 
Indeed every 6ne prerends to love God: | 

hat#ly ever met with & perſon bur ſaid he l6- 

ved God : He that hateth; difſembleth wit 

Prav.s hub r. God may faytruly , How ea:ft this 


God is þv#d , but trot for hingſetf 5 but for 


'» - whathe bfings. Godis aſe#; and che Wort} 


is embraced, If God comes etnpry handed, 
of with h& hands full of 'trouble, miſery, 
6 


ſay, love this , when thy beart it not with met 
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Their wngodlinbſs, 79 
Fc. Farewell, God 1s /aved, but with a ſe- 2 Tims. 
cmdayy love; Proteflours are lovers of wer *. 4. 
more Tos loveys of God. God muſt ſtand by, Job. 21. 
and give place to ſenſuality, therefore they ſay 

unto God depart, &c. Tlity like God whilſt 

they may enyoy their pleaſures too, whiltt 

they may not be infringed, Let but a few 

things be conſidered , and we will fee how 

much want there is of love to God in Chriſt. 

1. Waom we love we are not aſhamed of, p,.4.._ 
The Mothers is ſuch to ber Child, andGods to 9 in be- 
us, he 5s not aſhamed to be callpd owr God. But ing aſha- 
do not we conceal our Title to God in ſome med of g 
Companies that hate him ? How do we throw him, 
off our Livery , and dare noc to be known to yo 
have walked with God. Remember he that 1s Mar. 8. 
aſhamed of me, &C. 38. 

2. Parents are croubled when their Chil- Noe crous 
dren are diſhonoured, and ſo Children when Þlcd for 
their Fathers : but are our Souls vexed, rack- my Wa, 
ed with the filthy couperſations of Sodomtes ? 2 Pex 2. 
Where are the Rivers of waters? Where isg 
thy herrour becauſe men keep not Gods Cans- Pſa.1t 9 
mandements ? 5 $8. 

, ; | 3.15 

3 - Thoſe we love, their Enemies gre ours; yo tha- 
Parents Enemies are the Cliildrens Enemies, ting Godg 
But do we hats thew, that hate God , yea with Pi. 


hot loving God enough; How oft do they Nt ha: 

thus figh? «© Wretch chat I am, to 6:6 

* God, to eſi my felf from Ih JE ere; 

* dome to be with Ged , to ſtay with him no 

* fonger 1 How can 1 content my felf with 
A 7 — ""—_—_ 


| = 


. 
- 


-” 


Ner truſt. 


Their wngodlineſs, 
e« theſe tranſient glances , with cheſe ſudden 
e« caſes of mine eye, and to be inſtantly 
« wheel'd off from my God again? O this 
e fleeting mind of mine ! when will it fix on 
« God, and abide with him? O this gadding 
& heart of mine | when will ic center in its 
* crue and pertet& happineſs ? Waen I turn 
« mine eye from earthly ojes , eicher 1 
« am diſpleaſed wich them , or there is ſome 
« becter ching that draws of my miad and 
& hearc : Bur dare I ſay ſo of God ? that be 
©« is unlovely? and yer I have been weary 
© of him. ; 

5. Didwe love God, we would truſt him, 


ing him, we dare truſt our very lives in a Friends hands; 


. the Lord floogs to 


But we dare not ſo truſt God. What would 
a carnal man pive that he had but his life and 


health in his own diſpoſe > When he is poor' 


he had rather it were in his own hands to ſup- 
ply his wants, than in Gods z for he thinks ic 
would go better with him. We truſt God for 
liccle. We chink our ſelves quite undone , 


when we have nothing ſave a God and a Pro- | 


miſe to truſc to. 


6. How little do we joy in the preſence of ; 


God and Chriſt, and grieve for their abſence? 
Is God all inthe want of all, and is God the 
All in che enjoyment of all ? Can we fay, 
ſhew us the F ather and it ſufficeth w. When 
we have no F;g-tree left , can we rejoyce in 
the God of our Salvation > Can we ay , Take 
al Z3ba, now that my Loyd i; come , now that 
ell in houſes of clay. O 
werldlings | take your riches, and make the We 
| o 
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Their ungodlinuſs. 
n | of them, / envy you not, I bave enough in 

ly | God, Dowe lo grieve for the abſence of 

is | Gud and Cirilt , that nothing but God and 
Ci.rifſt can make amends 2 O that our happt- 

neſs, lite, comforts, were folded up in 

God and Chrrit ! Can we live no more with- 

our God and Chriſt , than a Bans without the 

Sun ? 

7, True Lovers are thoughttull to pleaſe _=_ hes 
the Beloved. Bur is there any thing that we 1 "s 
think lefs of tian pleaing of God 2 A true pleaſe 
lover of Gol is alwayes proving , what s that him, 
good, and acceptable, ard perfeft will of God. Rom.17, 
Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord, He 2- 
is {tl ſea:ching that he may know more Epbeſ. 
wherein le may pleaſe God, as willing al- 5. 19s 4. 
waysto be more ulctul tor God : What have 
] ro do more ? but how ſeldom do we ask our 
hearts, what way may we walk ;n all well pleaſ- 
ng? How ſeldom do we defgn for the glory 
ot God ? r 
| 8. True Lovers are open handed, and ; 
| bountitul roGod : they beftow readily and 
| freely any thing they have on him : they will , 
' + part with their /ſaaks, their deareſt things , I 

| with Limbs, &c. Rytherford that man of God, 
wiſh'd every limb a man , every boxe a man, 
yea every har a man to (er forth the praiſes of 
God, When Ged cal's for limbs , can we ſay 
Farewell to them ? Are chere not ſome things 
ſodear to us char we cannot ſpare them to 
Chrit ; Are we ſo taken with Chriſt , chat 
our hearts are diſ-ingaged from the tove of 0- 
ther things ? s ery thin vile , but _—_ 
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Their ungodlineſs, 
Is all you part from inflantly ſupplyed in the 
Joves and ſmiles of Chriſt? 

9. True Lovers of God are contented 
with nothing by way of recurn from God, ſave 
only love from him : returns of love they mult 
have. They do not pray fave for love , they 
£0 not in before God for Corn, Wine, Oyle, | 
&C, but for love, for God to open his heart , | 
to take off his mask from his lovely face , and 
ſhew chem the light of his countenance. They 
are not like the Xaven ,*that came to Noah : 

'_ more for neceſs:ity , than delight. Yea in the 
Tja.?6: way of thy Judgements, O Lord, have we 
5,9. waited for thee ; the deſire of our Soul is to thy 

Name , and to the Remembrance of thee : With | 
' my Soul have [ deſired thee: in the Night , yea 
with my Spirit within me, will [ ſeek thee 
early, 
Nor prai- 10. Trae Lovers are wont to praiſe each *' 
fing him, other : But how ſeldom do we ſet forth the * 
praiſes of Chriſt > Love is witty , full of elo® | 
Car1. 5. quence , witneſs the Spouſe , My Beloved is 
IO,T1, white and ruddy , the chiefeff among ten thous 
12,13, ſand, his head is as the moſt fine gold, his 
14,15 , locks are buſhy, black as a Raven , bis eyes are | 
16, as the eyes of Doves by the Rivers, of waters , | 
p 
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waſhed with milk, and fitly ſet, bu cheeks are | 
4s a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers, bus lipps | 
like Lillies dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrbe * buy \ 
hands are like gold Rings ſet with the Berill, bus | 
belly it as bright Ivory overlaid with Saphires , | 
bis legs are as Pillars of Marble ſet upon ſock- | 
ets of fine gold , bis countenance 15 as Lebanon, 


excellent a4 the Cedars, his month 15 nt ſweet, 
; : yea 
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Theex ngod!rxeſs. 2 
yea he us altogether lovely, 7 his u my Be* 
loved, &c' Vie praiſe thee with uprightneſs 7 p [al. 
['le praiſe thee ſeven times a day, ea, © 2119. 7, 

- tes fp » Tv 

v1d chought ſeven times a Cay too little , and 164, 
theretore he call'd in all the Creatures of 5opties 

X . b 
Heavenand Earth , Air and Sea, to praiſe; @ 5... 
God : the Dragons in tze deep mult not be ,; X ny 
ſilent. True Lovers praite God as much as py. 
they can, they exait Gud to the atmoit ot 18, 
their power; and then, irom a ſenſe that God 
is above all their praiſe , they wouid have eve- 
ry thing that bath breath to praiſe the Lord * 
yea any inanima:es too 1or to joyn in the 
Quire, Dotl: Praiſe wait for God? 

11. Did you love God, you would love e- Te 
very thing of God : Do you love his Omnni- = all 
preſence , his Juttice , his Holineſs # True of &.d 
love to Chrilt Aicks not barely in the Perſon of and 
Chriſt , but reacheth to all that have an Hnjon ChIR, 
with him, Do we love Chriſt myſtical , as J% 13+ 
wellas perſezal ? Are we of Catholick Spirits? 34» 35. 
The Apoſtle is peremptory, and brandeth 1 7% 4+ 
them all as Liars, chat pretend to love God 19- 
and Griſt, and do not love Sainte, 

12, True Lovers of God thirlt after nearer ,,.. 
Commuion with God, 41 Soul. followerh hard rhiciting 
after thee. The Soul fill encroacheth npon afrer 
God. Lygt we ſee thy Glory ,. faich Aofes , fearer 
though he ſaw more than Mortals were (com- > + 
monly ) permitted to behold , yet Semper * 
avarus eget, Much would have more. As the þ ſat. 4-2. 
Hart panteth after the # ater-breoke , ſo pan-,*,, ' 
teth my Soul after thee, O God : my Soul thirſt» " © 
eth for God , fot the living God, when ſhall 1 

F 2 rome 


bei , 
come and appear before God? A true Lover of 
Godis under an holy impatience , till he cea- 
ſeth to ſee darkly in a glaſs : He would fain ſee 
with open face. O ! ( ſaith ſucha Soul )) the 
eel diſtance between Chriſt and me is roo great : 
O ! I cannot but groan earnefly, when I con- 
lider I am abſent from the Lord , whilft pre* 
ſent jn the body. Lord, ( ſaid Auftin) I will 
dye , that I may enjoy thee ; I will not live, 
but I will dye : 1 deſire to dye , that I may ſee 
Chriſt ; and refuſe to live, that I may l ve 
with Chriſt. The broken Rings , Contratts , 
and Eſpouſals, content not the true Lover ; 
but ke longs for che Marriage day. Here' are 
Clouds that of paſs 'rwixt God and my Soul , 
© that { were above them ! Here, if I ſee 
and enjoy , the fear of Joling ſo ſweet a light , 
abates che comfort offruition; but chen wel- 
come an eternal day , that ſhall never have a 
night. 


tate. 9 a 


Lac. 4 


13. If you loved God, his Commande- ; 


weary of Ments would not be grievous to you. Love 


his Com- cannot be eaſily poited : Love hath a kind of | 


mands, Almightineſs in it , ſo that heavy burdens are 
1 Jo.5.3 made light , and almoſt impoſſible things be- 
come fealible. But of how many things do 

Mal. 1. We lay , What a wearineſs 11 it} How are you 
13. haled by Governours , by Conſcience , and 
by the terrours of the Law unto Duties ? 

How like Slaves chain'd to Gallies , you mwft 

work , though ſore againſt your wills > Did 

you love God , you would count nothing te- 

Z7ebr, dious, ſave dulneſs, in his ſervice. Sin 
12,1, Wouldonly be the #e;ght, O the pe: 
Or. 
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Thezr wngodlineſs, $ 
Formality, Pride, &c / But O the pleaſures 
of the wayes of God! 11:s yoak, is eafie , bis 
burden =_ _ 
14. Did you love God, you would be jea- : 
loas , leſt it ſhould goe ill with Gods afflers Cn 
The loving Mother crembleth , leit che Child ir goes 
ſhould ſaffer , when ſhe is off from it. But wi GoG 
alas ! bow few Elzes are there , whoſe hearts You 
tremble beauſe of the Ark? Do you really tear, , TP : 
leſt Formality ſhould eat our the Power of = 
Godlineſs , leſt Traditions ſhould make void 
the Commandements rf God , lei your Trades 
ſhould ol your Communion with G od. 
You may ealily imagine, the went of Love e,qgyers 
to God, mult needs be a great Provocation. ations * 
O to pretend love, and yet Judai-like , betray tending to 
Chriſt with a kiſe; to lay, Hail Maſter p_ 
and yer preferr a baſe Luſt before him ? What 2, 
an indignity isit to the Husband , that the x.,yero 
Wife loves the Slave before him ? The World God. 
ſhould be your Slave , but it hath got the 
heart, the boſome ; and Chrit mult fard 
without doars till bis locks are wet. O that God Cant; 5. 


- ſhould (toop fo low \, as to love you, as to 


make you the birth of his everlating counſels 
of love ;. that he ſhould carry you long in the 
womb of his eternal purpoſe ! This goodly 
Fabrick of Heaven and Earth had not been e- 
reed, but as a Stage , whereon he would 


ſhew his love to you. And did he not, in 


the fulneſs of time, purchaſe you by the blood 
of his Firſt-6yn , yea of his only begotten 
Son, and for this very end , that he might 
gain your love, as well asreveal his own love ? 

; F xy AL 


oO 


86 Their ungoulinefs, 
And yet that your love ſhould not be like an 
Eccho , which returnech what ic receiveth ? 
Sure you ſhould cait back Gods beams of love 
upon himſelf. Tis is all be expeAs, Ay 
Son, groe me thine heart : NIL the command | 
he layes upon you , 1s, In one word; -To 

A4t.22 7,zve him. God migiit have commanded our 

36, 37: Children to be ſacrificed , to paſs t/ rough the 

Fire, O! what a tavour is it to love the 
Lord ? Thar God will honour us To farr, asro | 
ſufter ns ro Jove lum ? And yer we love any 
thing, any ſordid baſe Luft, rather thai God, | 
| 


os 


q 


We would count it a"tavour, if a Prince 
-> would give ns a privy Key, to come to him 
when we pleaſe : Here is more honour , we 
may have recourſe to the bo/oms of God when 
we will, God would have vs to love him 
with all the heart , with all the ſoul. The Lord 
' would net loſe one grain of our love. O that we 
' ſhould deny him that which he ( with reve- 
rence be it ſpoken, arid thought 6n ) is ſo |. 
fond of, And now Iſrael, what doth the Lord | 
Dout. yequire of thee , but to love bim , and to ſerve | 
10,12, the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with | 
all thy Soul, God requires not now 'Carrle 
upona thouſand Hills , or Rivers of Oyle, | 
Only, Lave me, Love me, Love mt htartily, 
conftantly, chiefly ; and yer we deny 'Ififh our 
loves. O ! I hate my ſelf while writing this, 
that I love the Lord ſo little , for ſeldom : It : 
was he that made mt , and not 1 my ſelf; He 
hath wonderfully formed -me , and wonder- 
fully preſerved me, and ſhewed many wonders 
zn the dreps tome. O ! what ſhall I doto leve 
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the Lord with a ſuperlative love ? OT am rea- 
dy to [ay , Lat me love nothing » if 1 love not 
thee ; nay , love nothing , till I love thee!' © 
that you would grieve abwndantly for want; Of 


7 87 


Love to God ! You have paſt asthrongh whe ... 


Red Sea, you bave been as the flaming Buſh, 
God hath looked after you, as if he minded 
none but you , you have been as the _ 
on his right hand , nay more ,' you have been 
Fngraven on his Palmes , and what , not love 
the Lord ? Shame upon you, that you can 
dote upon the dark, filthy, dirty World, and 
neglect the Lord of Glory. All che Aﬀeci- 
ons you have, God gave them, ( when he 
gave thee a reaſonable Soul ) but for this 
end , that you ſhould place them on himſelf , 
and not on his Enemy, 4s it not bard muaſure 
that God ſhould he denied Love , when he gave 


; you power to tive ? Tf a Friend ſends you Bot- 


tels of Wine , it is hard , that when he comes 
to you, youſhould deny bin, a cate of his 
bounty. Believe it Sirs, whatever” you do 
for the Lord, unleſs you Love him , yea, un- 
leſs you Love him more than atiy thing elle , 
it is not accepted, 7 hbongh you give your Body 
to be burned , and bave mot Charity , it profit- 
eth you nothing. Though you bring forth 
Fruit , yet you are empty / ;nes,, becauſe you 
eye Self, not-God, Your moſt exquilite 
Services are bur/pieces of dead Carrion , un- 
leſs they be ſeaſoned with the Salt of Love, 
yp 1 draw nigh with their lips, but I 
drr thems , and their Duties , becauſe the 
filly Dove is without an heart. Whatever 2 
F 4 {Es man 


1 Cor. 
13+ 3s 
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88 Their yngodlineſs, 
man gives me, if his heart be not init, I Night 
it : God much more. What ſhall I ſay ? The 

' Holy Apoſtle counts him worthy of a Curſe , 
that loves not Jeſus Chriſt. If any man love 
x Coy, - mot the Lord Jeſus , lit him be Auathema Ma- 
16. 22, ravatha. And is it not ſad to be curſed to the 
+ coming of Chriſt > Hz delerves it, tr) at loves 
not Chriſt , and he mult and ſhall he forced 
to own the Righteovineſs of God in ſen- 
tencing him to Erernal flames , who might 
haye been ſecvred againſt chem , had he 
but loved Chriſt more than a baſe dunglull 
Luſt. 


CHAP, XL 
T heir evil ſurmiſes of God. | 


Their e- 4% Vil ſurmiſes of God « another prece of | 
vil ſurmi= wng#dlineſs found too frequently among | 
by ſome of the more raifed Profeſſours , even ſuc | 

4s have the root of the matter in them. I ſhall 
the rather inſiſt on this G6n', becauſe right 
thoughts of God are the fuell which maim- 
tains the fire of Religion : without which it 

ſoon decayeth and is extinguiſhed, 

__ 1. Do net we miſcall Gods love-tokent? Hah 
love-ro. Ot God ſent thee many love-tokens by his 
kens, © SPirit to aſſue tl.ce that he owns ttee = 
' : oÞ 
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d&lights in thee, as his Spouſe 7 For thee to 


-queition thy relation to him upon every turn 


mult needs be grievous to him, kow grievous 
then is it for to deny all bis tokens of 

race and love to thy Soul, and tocount them 
but deluſions , buc the works of the Infernal 
Spirit , rransforming himſelf into an Angel 
of Light ? Tocall light, darkneſs, good, evil, 
ſweer, bitrer, the work of Chriſt, the Devils 
work, is ill reſented by the Lord, it goeth vn- 
to his heart. You that are Husbands, Wives, 
Parents, Children, cannot endure to have 
ovr love and fidelity ſuſpeted upon every 

ſe ſuggeſtion and whiſper. Believe it God 
takes norice , and laies tg heart all your jea- 
lovfies of him , all your baſe unworthy cen- 
ſures of him. * 

2, How ill are Gods Providences reſented? 111 re. 
Although God hath told you there isa beauty R—_ 
in their contexture , that things preſent and Gods 
things to come are yours , that all ſhall work 40- 
getbey for good , that your Providential loſſes, 
as well as your Providential enjoyments , that 
your changes, as well as your ſerlings , your 
want; as well as your abnndance ſhall all be 
Sanllified to you: yet how few, with that 
bleſſed man , bleſs the Lord , when taking a- Tob/1. 
way? And with Pal , rejoyce , yea glory in,, * 
tribulations? God aſlures you , that your lick- p,,, "> 
neſles, reproaches, wants, ſhall do you good,  . W 
yea death ſhall do you good, all ſhall be good, 
or do you good , all ſhall be food , or phyſick, 
out of the cater ſhall come forth ſweetneſs, even 
from Gods deſertions you ſhall have advanta- 
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ger , your very thorns (hall drop boney', ſhall 
bear grapes , yet notwithſtanding what hazd 
thoughts have you of God under (uch diſpen- 
ſations ? Did thou ogely accuſe thy ſelf, 
judge thy ſelf , abhorre thy felf, it were well; 
but in ſpeaking againit chy felt , thou fallett 
foul upon God himſelf by queſtioning his love 
from theſe providences, Deny thy ſelf what 
thou wile , bur beware of a denial of Gods 
love , and of the Spirit of grace , that hath 
taken up his lodgirfs within thee : O char all 
 melancholly doubting Chriftians would conl1- 
der of this ( too ſeldome ſuſpefed ) provo- 
cationand unkindneſs of rheirs towards God ! 
-O } rake up, and keep up better thoughts of 
-God, wharever his carriage be towards you. 
T hough he ſlay you , yet truſt iv him. When 
: will you be-as David, who though beleague- 
red with Enemies, yet kept up good thoughts 
of God , he doubted nov of Gods pitty , of 
; Gods favour, and proteRtion', and therefore 
"Pſa.z, 7 will not be afraid of tin thouſands of prople , 
6. that have. fer themſelves againſt me round 4- 
Pſa. 27. ts Though an hoſt (bonld encamp againſt 
"1, | me , my heart ſhall not fears &c.' wn this will / 
be confideut, In what 2 Why that the Lord 1s 
- wy, Light, and my Salvation , and the ſtrength |þ 
- of »y life. God hath not ſpent all his ſtores , 
ke hath enough for me , he will not ſuffer me 
. to be tempted above what | ſhall br able to bar , 
| but will with the temptation make way for my 
« eſcapr. - And hath not God told'thee , that 
Iſa. 54: the monntains ſhall depart , and the bills be ve- 
Io, - woved, yet bu loving kindueſſe ſhall not _—_ 
om 
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from. thee z neither ſhall the Covenant of tus 


peace be rewoyed ? Bur alas! Thowy canſt en- 
certain good thoughts of God in fair weather, 
butler chem fall in a Form : then it is, Mas Mar: 4+. 
fer, careſt thou not that we periſh, Thou canft 3 8, 
cruſt in God when he carrieth himſelf as a 
Friend , and anſwerethall' thy requeſts , and 
granteth all thy deſires, but not ſo,, when he 
ſeemeth an Enemy, Canft thou with Parti 
ſay , / am perſmaded, that neither Death ,- nor Romn.S. \ 
Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities , nor Pows 38, 39. ' 
ers, nor things preſent, nor things to core , nor . 
height, nor depth , nor any other creature , ſhall 
be able to ſeperate ws from the love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus owr Lord ? Whilſtthe 
Candle of the Lord ſhineson thy Tabernacle, 
whilſt thy bones are full of marrow, whil(t thou 
waſheft thy feet in batter , whillt every Mor- 
decha; boweth in the gater' , whilſt thou haſt 
dews On thy heart , meleings and enlargements 
in Ordinances ; ſo long Hou can(t keep up 
good thoughts of God and his love ; bur let 
the Scene be altered , Tet the Sun wrap up ic 
ſelf in a C loud of darkriefs , Jet the rod lie on 
the back , and the Arrows of the Ag 
pierce the heart , and then not only grace wit 
z# is queſtioned , but the ove of God withoxt, 
[ am caſt out from before thime eyes , bir mercy 
15 clean gone. Then all wen are lyars , Even 
Samuel hymfelf. But alas 1 how ignorant art 
thou of the methods of God ? Doth not he.,.; 
chaften every ſon that be recezorth > Shoald not 79124 
he have liberty to uſe what rod he pleaſeth , 637 
whilſt all are for thy Profir , that hes LIT 
at” 


92 


Rom. g, patoly of bis Holineſe > Might not Chriſt 
29. 


AMatth, 


e had ilLlurmiſes ot his Father upon high- 
er grounds, than any thou canit name ? Who 


" artchouco hope for milder uſage from God , 


than he ſhew'd to his own Nacural Son? If 
thou art predeſtinated to be conformable 1» 


 Chrift, to be partaker of his ſufferings , to 


drink, of his cup, wilt thou doubt thy filrats- 
o» from thy filling wp the ſofferings of Chriſt ? 
3. How do ſome draw jad concluſions from 
Gods Providentiall diſpenſations coucerniug his 
antentions for the futyre? When they loſe dear 
Relations , an Husband, or the Wife of the 


, boſlome gone, a ſweet Child ſnatcht away , 


and perhaps by inadyertency ; O then no 
ſooner can we enter into the houſe of mourn- 
ing, but we hear cries from you, O my hypo- 
crike! O my formality! O this is one of Gods 
Arrows of Vengeance! O! God is begin- 
ning his Controverlie, which will never end, 
eill it laies me as low as Hell ! Whereas you 
ſhould entertain other thoughts of God, viz. 
© That now he is removing the /gols of jealon- 
©« fe; now he is weaning your. bearts from 
« Creatures , that he may have all your love; 
<« he knew how . much Spiritual Communion 
*© you have loſt by the company of your Rela- 
©« tions, and now he himſelf would have 
« more of your company ; now he would 
© have you to delight- your ſelves 'more in 
© himſelf ; now bath but dryed the rear 
©« ( a weak, unſatisfying ream ) that you ay 
©« drink and drink abundantly of the pure 
* Chryſtal waters, that drop from the _ 
ce n- 
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þ | © Fountain immediately 5 now God hath a 
- | © bleſſed defgn of grace to prepare you for 
o | © glory ; he isnow making the earth an howl- 
« ,ng #4/derpeſs , that you may long for Ca» 
f | * naan; he is now leaving you to naked walls, 
» | *rhat he l:imſelf may fill chem; he is now. 
> | * turning all out of doors, that you may have 
- | * the more liberty to treat with his Majeſty 
«with the leſs diſturbance , without inter- 
s | © ruption. Alas ! you know not how uakind 
rs | **and burdenſome, yea treacherous your 
rc | «Friend, your Relation might have been, if 
* continued longer to you z you know not 
« what a diſhonour toGod and to your lel ves, 
« he might have been, if longer continued 
©« in the land ot the living , and theretorÞ to 
© preſerve him from ſcandal, and your ſelves 
7 | ws hearr-breakings thereby , God bath in 
* mercy, pity, and faithfulneſs, removed 
| « him, taking him away ( it may be ) trom 
« the evil to come. Few put theſe Com- 
mencs upon Gods Providences towards them; 
but commonly take all in the worit ſenſe chey 
can. 
4. How do ſome inſtantly call in queſtion Calling 
| Gods love , if Evidences be not ſeen, if they be Gods love 
| not fairly writ , ſo as the Soul can read them ? on 
But may not the money be in the Sacks wouth, © "of 
though the Brethren ſee it not for a while ? xyigea- 
Yea though the Soul hath had a welcome cs, 
from God , yea many a welcome , yet how 
ſoon is the Soul ſo creſt-fall'n, that it is afraid 
to po into Gods preſence ? and through the 
power of Satan and Melancholy , duty , yea 


many 
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many duties haye hereby been intermitted ? 

This provokes God exceedingly : What 7 

When you have had hisS:r-ffe, and his Brace- 

lets, when you have had ſuch admirable proots 

of his Love, in (ending his Son, and Holy 

Spirit after you, to work ſs great and gloriow 

a change in you , coming inthe fill vorce, 

and whifpering Love unto you , dandling you 

as on the knee , welcoming you again and a- 

gain to the Throne of Grace , ofc filling your 

empty Bottles, anſwering your thouſand 

Doubts, ſealing the Covenant of Grace, and 

granting and confirming to you all the Patent: 

of Love : And yet at every turn have you 

doubted, whether God loves you or no? God 

{ſar. 49. chides Zion for this, Let nor Zion ſay , the 
_y Loyd hath forſaken, &c. 

Cone! 5. Are there not ſome good Souls ( though 

ns G..g EhEIr goodneſs lies not in this ) that ave apt to 

no Friend 9*#e/f:0n the Love of God to them , from the 

becauſe blaſphemony thoughts and injeftions that they art 

Satan is þarrazed with? But what , becauſe Satan is 

——_— your Adverſary , muſt God therefore not be 

your Friend ? Becauſe Satar doth tempt you, 

them, Will ic therefore follow ; that God doth mot 


love you ? Were we not wonderfully prone | 


to evil ſurmiſes and diſtrus of God , we 
would not make Satans Malice a ground ſuſh- 
Cienc to doubt of the Love of God. Doth 
the Husband love his Wife the leſs , for that 
ſhe is tempted, whilk ſhe defies the Tempter, 
and is burthened with his foul and daring fol- 
licitations > 
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"PEOGArATT Ef ft. 
O how « Satan gratified bereby ? He is the Crnkiben: 

great _— , the greatT ale-bearer, that ſe © 

perateth choice Friends : He goech berwixt gainſt e- 

God and Saints , asa Mediatour of Differences, vil ſurmi- 

to accuſe Saints to God , and God to Saints , ſes of 

and will you any longer be 7 ale-heayers acaintt © : 

God? Believe it, the falſe witneſs which he 

brings , iS againſt þ;#z , who hath given you 

wonderful proofs of his everlaſting Love to- 

wards you. When, O! when will you com- 

plain of Satan , inthe wozds of the Pſalmiſt ? 

The Enemy bath perſecuted my Soul, he hath Pſal, 

made me to dwell in darkneſs, like thoſe that 143,35, 

have been long dead, It is the Enemy that 4 

vails and obſcires the work of the Spirit what 

he can , that yon ſhall ſee it no more than a 

dead man can behold any company that is in 

the Room , Vault or Grave with him. When 

Satan rells you , your Graces are counterfeit, 

your Faith but chat which a temporary may 

have , your Graces but moral Verrues; O! 

how ſoon is your Enemy credited ? how much 

more believed than God , his Miniſters, and 

all the reftimonies of Gods Love that are 

brought you ? Hence you are one day jealony 


| ofthe Kindneſs of Chriſt , another day of the 


Falneſs of Chriſt, then of the /ntentions of 
Chriit, he means no good tome : Hence al- 
ſo you doubt of the acceptance of your Perſong. 
and Duties; There is a Cloud hangs over ”y. 
Prayers , that they cannot paſs up: If I come 
to Chriſt , he will not look on ſuch a Wretchy. 
as Iam. Many ſach hard thovghts 'of Chrilt, 
are ſuggeſted by Satan , and too ſoon m_ 
Us caine 


96 Their ungodlineſs; 

tained by us : hilt ſo , you can never thank. 
God for any Mercy ; for you dou\t whether ic 
be a Mercy to you. © Can you bleſs him for 
&« life, health , and length of dayes , whilt 
* you have thts Swggeſt:on, that your account 
« {wells with your time ? Can you bleſs God 
<« for Eſtates, Honours, Friends, &c. when 
© you have this jealouſre , that God is fatning þ 
« you as Hoggs for the fMlaughter ? Can you 
© bleſs God for Ordinances , whilit you ſ«ſ- 
« oe, that there is a Commiſhon g:ven 
© forth, that ebough you have eyes, yet you 
© ſhall not ſee, &c. And that che Sun is tO hare 
& den you , Whilſt it ſoftnerh others? Yea , 
* how can ye bleſs God for Chriſt , when you 
© ;magine NE 1s ſet for your fall ? 

By giving way to theſe Jealouſies , you | 
dam up che Springs of Praiſe , that ſhould 
flow from your lips day and night. Hereby 
you will alſo be hindred from waiting on the 
Lord , with'that free and chearful Spirit as ye 
owght. I cannot wait on an Enemy , as On 4 
Friend, If I haye curſed jealouſes of any 
man, I find no pleaſure to be in his company; | 
ahd if he employs me about any thing , I goe *# 
grudgingly about it, The truth is, ©*So Þ 

. , long as you entertain ſuſpicions of Gods 
Patricks « willingneſs ro make you happy , and to af- 
«able « ford = —— means rO make you hap- 
Pi e py, all your Religion will degenerate into 
F9, © . Gatcm and do.bom Deyotion. In- 
a3. *ſteadofthat free and friendly converſe rhat 
<« ought to be maintained berween God and 
© your Soulss you will enly Gareer ian nh 6 
er- 
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Therr ungodlineſs, 
e« ſervile manner , and bribe him not to be 
& yout Enemy, Worſhip God you muſt, 
« for fear of incurring his diſpleaſure , and 
© [e(t your neglefs ot him ſhould rouze up 
& his anger againſt you ; but you cannot Cn- 
«rercain any cheartul and friendly ſociety 
t& with a Beeing which appears in a Cres ſo 
&« horrible to your Souls Now between 
t© this neceſſity of coming to him , and thar 
« ſearfullneſs to approach him , what can 
* there be begotten , bur a forced and con- 
© ({rained Devotion ; which, becauſe you do 
*©noc love, you would willingly leave , did 
* not the dread ahd horrour you have in your 
* Souls of him , drags you to his Altars? 
© And what are you won: to do there ? Truly 
* nothing but cry, and look as if you were 
« o0ing to Execution, till you can flatter your 
« ſelves intv ſome hopes , that he is moved 
«by your cfies , and forced ſubmiſhons , to 
« lay alide his frowns, and caſt a better aſpe& 
© ypon you : Bur your hard thovghts of God 
« returning, you are conſtrained ro renew 
** your (laviſh Devotions , that you may pur- 
«* chaſe another gracious look from him. In 


| *this circle da yeur poor Souls ſpend many 
| « dayes , and advance not one ep towards 


*the New Jeruſalem. No wonder therefore 
if God be (o provoked ar thisfin of evil ſur- 
miſes. This is what I have obſerved v 

common among the Lords People, they will 
pray with ſome earneſineſs, and perhaps 


tave ſome z that God is gracious , 
and will anſwer their prayers, and grane al 
Ra er 
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98 T heir angod[ineſs, 
their deGres ; but no ſooner off from their 
* knees , but ( if they think of God, yer ) they 
lay down their expearions of receiving any 
ching from God , and fall co di(truſting and to 
renew their jealouhes of God as ſoon as they 
have done Prayins, What ? Is God yea and 
may ? Is he kind, when thou art on thy knees, 
and unkind as ſoon as off > Will God take it 
well from chee, that in thy duties thou ſhal: 
put tothy Seal that Gal is true, and loving, 
and minds thy good 2 And preſently take of F | 
che Seal, yea rather Scal to a parcument off 
re Devils drawing ; that God iis falſe , chur-F 
lJiih, and one thar ſeeks thy ruine ? O! whillt 
there 15a Devil, and a melancholy-humour to F | 
be wrought upon , I do even deſpair to fee} | 
tis curſed God-diſhonourins and debalingÞ « 
| 
| 


et 


ſin, to be quite rooted our of the hearts of 
Clriftians ; but yer it isa Pcovocation , and 
Let it be for a Lamentation. 


we. Si. a 


CHAP, XII, 
Their uuthankfulneſs. dF 


Profe!- Sly. Nuhank fulneſs it another piece of un» || 
fours un- godlineſs that Profeſſours are very || 


thankfuls + guilty of. Praiſe , or Thankfulneſs F | 
tele, is as the Pemy or Pgpper-corn, which God ex- | | 
o / pets 
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ieir pets as acknowledgement , 'as high Rent , to 

hey be paid him for all we hold of him. But bow 

any} hath this been denyed ? And thereby how 

{ro} juitly have we forteiced al) into the hands of <. 

ey} God? Thooghthe paying of this rents penny Pg G55 

:={} be the only Heavenly work that can be done T. 4 

Ee, on Earth; the only joyfall imployment, that Iſa. 46. 

 icÞ ſhall laſt ro all Ererzity in another lite; a work 7; 

21:8 that ſhonld ever wait for God in Zion, and * 

of tierefore Z7o4 is called /ſrael my glory ; not 

off # only becauſe God glorizth in Zz0n , but be- 

of | cauſe Zan ſhould continually glorithe God : 

r-Þ yet how unc':ankfull are the molt Profeſſours? 

Tae very Hzathens will riſe up in judgemenc 

acainſt unthankfull Chriſtians ; They had 

-c | their hymns co their Gods, Plato when rea- 

15 | dy todie, gave God thanks for chree things , 

of © thit be was made 4 na", that be was born in 

dF Greece. and that he lived inthe time of Socy a- 

ter, How much more ſhould our lips ſhew 

forth the high praiſes of God , who hath made 

us not only men, but new wen? That we are 

born of God, adopted the Children of the 

molt high', and reg2nerated by the Spirit ? 

That we have breached notin Greece , but in 

E -g'and, in Ariel, a place of Viſions, in the 

| LV allty of Viſion? O the riches of free grace | 
that our Mothers Conceived with us in this 
plac2 of light , and at ſuch a time when che 

| F Nation was moſt enriched with che light of 

* | the Goſpel, when it was full of gracious Mi- 

' | niſters, che beſt that ever the world ſaw fince 

the Apoſtles dayes 1 Why had nor God 

brow zht thee ou; of the Womb when this 


G 2 lang 


_—_ 


— 
—_— 


Lu ts... dn " " 


UM 


Their un;odlineſt, 
land was overrun with Paganiſm ? with Po- 
pery > Why had not the Lord ſhut thee up 
and impriſoned thee with the reſt of the 
World in darkneſs, and in the ſhadows of 
death. O chat when the Goſpel ſhines bur 
upon 2 liccle ſpot of ground , which God hath 
incloſed for himſelf , and files it his pleaſant 
place, his garden , that thou ſhouldſt be the 
man boys there | That when the reſt of the 
world is like the barrex mountains, on which 
mo r4in falls, and brings forth nothing bur 
bryars , chat God ſhould bring thee forth in 


the place of his T abernacle! And yer thou in- | 


gratefull wretch will hardly confeſs , that che 
lines are fall'n happily , and that thou q a 
goodly heritage. How ſeldome is ſuch lan- 

uage as this heard from thee ? « Bleſſed be 
« the Lord that my lot « fall'n in ſo fair a 
« grownd ; blelled be God that I was born in 
« England , and not in the Waſts of Arabia, 
« or America; thanks be to the Lord, that I 
© haye had more than the light gf che Sun, 
« Moon, and Scars to condutt me to Jeſas , 
« that ſo many wells of Salvation have been 
© opened unto me , which have been ſhure unto 


« the weſt of the World. But to return to | 


Plato : If he thanked God for living in the 
dayes of Socrates, we may ſay that greater 


I "IO WP = 


_ 


than Socrates have been amongſt us. We have 7 
had thoſe , with whom we have taken ſmeet | 


counſel , with whom together we have gone to 

the bouſe of God » who have been burning , as 

well as ſhining lights, many examples 0 cloſe. 

walking heavenly Chxiltians have we enjoyed, 
u 


Thetr wngodlineſs, 
ſuch as have had the wi/dome from above , and 
more pare learning, tuan ever Socrates or Pla- 
tocould pretend to, The Society of how ma- 
ny heavenly, grave, ſerious, active, fruitfull 
Chriſtians have we been bieſt with, ſuch as 
have heen faichfull admoniſhers, ſuch as would 
not ſuffer ſin to reſt upon us , ſuch as have dayly 
told us here is the way , walk herein? O the 
helps we have had! B.t © the curſed un- 
thankfulneſs of our hearcs cowards God , not- 
wichſtanding his beſtowing vpon us ſo many 
lights tO guide us, ſo many fires tO warm us , 
and fo much /ale to ſeaſon us | 


I. Inflead of giving God the glory of all, O! gy,400) 
how have we ſacrificed 4 our own nets and to 0- ond in 
ther Inſtruments > We have praiſed owr ſelves, their $4- 
rather than Ged for what we have. We hayeifring 


not aſcribed the glory to God , but to Inſtru. © 


ments : like that Cardinal , who writ down Hab. 1. 


how much ſuch a Prince honoured him , what 
ſuch a Lord did for him , and what ſuch a Ps 
conferr'd on him : whereupon another infers, 
This man remembred bis Friends , but forgot 
God. Sawl hath ſlain bis thouſands, and David 
bis tex thouſands ; but God hath little or no 
ſhare in the Triumph. 


2. How ſenſible are we of ony wants and 
ſtraits? But O how kata with the good- | _ 
neſs of God towards ns? How full of com- plaining, 


plaints are we f bur empty of acknowledge. 
ments ? Hath not the wane of ſome one thing 
robb'd xs of the comfort of all our enjoy- 
ments, and God of the praiſe that was de to 
bis name ? We have been ( ſuch is our way= 

G3 ;" On 


ward Nature ) more troubled tor ©! e want of 
ſome one thing, than thankful tor many mer» 
cies : Like Haman , one Mordecai not bowe 
ing to our delires, hath made us heavy and 
ſenſeleſs under all our honours, and Gods 
vouchlatements : Like Achab , we bave been 
more dejetted tor want of .Nabrth's Vines 
yard, than we haye bleſi'4 Gd ora Kings 
dome. 

N 3. eA re not we of tner » lonpt' a”d keart:eff 
_ 19 the Petitionary part of has 4 We: zareitill 
the Peri- F/av4ng the ſupply of wants ;. but lelvome z 
tionary Very icldome , too too ſeldome bleſſing Of 
= of God'for what we are ſtored with ; Our, Peti- 

Taft. tions are long, but Praiſer are ſhort; 7 « whom 
be praiſe , bonowr and glory 5 ſerves for 4 lut- 
. ficient Doxolgy :\ Yea, how earpeſt , how fern 
i vent , how rmportunate are Wein the Petition - 
ary part; but how dull and heartleſs are wen 
the oy ns part of Prayer ? 
err] 4. Do not weſet up our reſt im being glad of 
up ow I Mercies and Delwerances } Whereas IK 1s one 
reſtin CMingto be oled of a Mercy or Deliverancey 
Gladneſs, but another thing to be thankful. for it. Then 
are they glad :-1' but that 'v ill not ferve. the 
Pſal. turn; it isa return of an higher nature, which 
107. 32 God looks for : \O that men 'would praiſe the 
31s, Lord for bis goodnefs | "JIE 
Forgert 5. Are wot we uwmndſul of the $Y4C 1444 
orgering., li . 
Metcies, 4ralingrof God with mw? Hayemort we forgets 
Iſa, 19, ten the God of our Salvanions , ard "been ww. 
10, mudful of the Rack of our firength ? © He is 
| «.an unthankful man -( faith Sexeca ) that de- 
© nies a Benefigreceived , ſ0 is the that dife 
E : « ſeqbles 


JOS 


gares are to be found. 


T by Saints ſhall bleſs thee , they ſpall ſprak. of ,; 
, G 4 the 
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« ſembles it, rogether with num that requites 
«ic not: butotallthereſt , he 1s moſt un- 
« thankful, that hath forg:eren it. 

6. Have not we negletted to make Catalognes Not ma- 

| . _ "a. n king Ca- 

of the Mercies we have recezved , to belp Our lucy 
memorier? How can we, that have not, and ,; ater. 
will not ſubmir to this Divine Ordinance, look cics, 
vpon our ſelyes as fone of Gods /ſrael! T bit Pal. 
God hath ordained for a Law , and a Statute 8.5 
for Iſrael : What was t!is Ordinance ? That Dent. 4+ 
they ſhould write it ( what. God had done for 9g, 
them ) and ſo provide , that the Generations 6. 7. 
to come might know what God had done. 31.19. 
Bur alas! how little care have we, that what- 
ſeever God does , may be for ever ro his glory ? Eccleſ. 
How injult are we unto our Chilecren, and 3. 14+ 
the Generations to come , in depriving them of 
a faithful Record of Gods Mercies to us, in 
which God ſpeaks to them, as well as unto 
us ? What God ſpake to Jacob at Bethel , he 
ſpake to //rae! , that lived in Hoſea"s time » a- 
bove a thouſand years after it * There be poke | 
with w, How 'mjurious ro them 2 Byſych a * 
faithful Record, they might read the right way 
in fayling Heaven-ward ; by ovr Falls, they 
might know where lye the Rocks and Quick- 
ſands ; and by our Del;verarices, where Qut+ 


Flo/.13. 


Nor 
7. Have not we been t1o ſilent concerning the ſpeaki 


- Goodneſ; of God tenards us? How ſeldome do of Gods. 


we with Damd lay * Come and hear all ye that Mercics 
fear God, and [ will declare what he hath done _ 


hers, 
for my Sopl. How unlike Saints are we ? P[al.66, 


Iſa.s * Lord , and the Praiſcs of the Lord , accord- 
[6.03 'T ing to all that he hath beſtowed on me , Fc. Y0 
ſings Zion. 

.. $. Have not wenegletted to call on athers to 
Neth Jjoynwith w inthe bleſſing of God? When did 
others to WE make a Colleftion ot Praiſes from our 
3oyn with Friends , that would gladly have been in the 
chemin Ogre } A thankful heart 18 fill'd wich enlar- 
proifing ged defres , that others , that all, would joyn 
; in the work of Prailing God, A graciow 


bear: doth not think it enough to praiſe God a- : 
Jone ; though it would be praiſing God, were | 


there none in Heaven or Earth ta bear it com 
any, 

But I ſha!l ſpeak more particularly, and in- 
— ax. ance in ſome ofthoſe choice perional Mer- 
fulneſ,, ies ( to waye national ones )) tor which the 

__ of 1 are t00 to0 unthankful. , 
Br Oo. ow heave we forgot the hole, and deep pit, 
-— and miry clay forg of wich we were urra ? 
Have not we been unmindful of the bleſſed 
Tubilee , when the Priſoners were let out of 
the,Priſon-houſe } Pax] remembrech many 
Circumſtances of his Converſion , the Place 
wherein, 4» 4 jowrney nigh to Damaſcus; the 
# Time when, about Noon ; the Mannerbow , 
22, 627+ ſuddenly there did ſhine from Heaven 4 great 
Light round about me » «nd I fell tothe ground, 
m._ heard a voice, xc, He remembred alſo 
1Tin, What be was before Converhon : I way a Per- 
I: 13. ſecutour, 4 Blaſphemer, and injurious. _ 
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'- | faith God ? Kemember this day : What day ? 
, | The day » herein yow were delivered from the 
* | houſe of bondage nader Sin, the World , and 
Satan, O! how have we forgotten , char 
the Lord , by a irong and irrehiltable work 
of his bleſſed Spirit : tranſlated ms ont of the 
Kingdom of Satan, into the Kingdom of bus 
dear Sov } Itwas he that made Jordan to give 
back , and delivered us from Epype, and che 
Wilderne/s, that we might inherit the good 
' Land. O | what Enemies were we, ſtudy: 
tobe damned, galloping to Hell, till G 
mer vs ? ; 
| How ſeldome dowelook bach to the Sprin 
* from _ all our Mercy flowes ? Mow = —d- 
' thankful have we been for that Original-foun- 
tain- Mercy , eternal Eleftion > Why fhould 
God (ingle us out a People for himſelf z Why 
did Grace bloſſom from Eternity ? Why did 
God plot and ſtudy my happineſs before I had 
| a beeing? What was there, that Jacob is 
, © miledupon, and E/as not ſo? God might 
| © have had his Revenues of Glory out of my 
| F ruine, O that he ſhould glorifie the riches of 
his mercy in my Salvation ! And yet how little 
' is God magnified for this? 

How litile do we bleſs God for Clift? 
Though he be the Streams that alone refreſheth Chiiſt, 
the Cuty of God , yet how ſeldome is his Love , 
his Foops and condeſcentions for us , his bleed- 
img and dying for us, remembred by us, with 
hearty Praiſes and ivings ? For the 

How little do we bleſs God for the Covenant COLemane 
of Grace , which Mr, Alle» excellently calls ang the 

T be Spirit, 
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T he.Bow in the Fhoud ; after a Deluge of $a 


tl 

and Miſery , the forfeited Leaſe of Eterhity y 

renewed , the Magna Charrta of rhe Cuty of God, | jp 

the Hopes of Sinners , and the Riches of Saintrt | (1 

And in particizar , for the Promiſe of the $p:. [ 

7;t , inall his Offices and Operations, tor | a 

Ezeh. the application of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion? I | n 
36.27, Will put my Spirit within you, | C 
For cut- How little do we remember to bleſs the Loyd | þ 
ward Sal- for outward Salvations ? You begin peryaps h 
vauons, with a little ;' as "Jacob, and now behold you | % 


have two bands, a troop of Culdren, þ { 
Friends, Fc: and an Eitate ro maintain þ { 
them, When others have had one Meſs, you 

1 bave had Benjamin's Portion ,* the ſilver cup | > 
put into the ſacks month; Rich:s, and God too; | d 
Eſtate, and Chriſt too ; Peace, 'and the Grd d 
'of Peace ro0 S the World 3 and a 00d Title to h 
4c: and yet do not you fejdome cry out, n 
Bleſs theLord,O mySoul'! and lgt all that ir with. 
1n thee.praiſe hit holy Name > How ſeldome do 
yon conſider who harh maa;ztarmed you all this | 
while ? Who hath delivered you, and pall'd} 
7018 44 brands gut of the fire? You have had} 
the; Sentence of Death in your ſelves, you have 
-been , with D&vid and Pad! , in rhe month of 
" the Lyon, aug yet ſaved ; near ro periſh by 
: [the Bullet, Sword; Peſtilence, Feaver, and 
' other dangers , and yet your Lives given you Þ 
' for aprey : But how ſoon have yow for gotten the 
"wonders ſhewen unto the dead ? Otthe many pre- 

. wehting Mercies that you have been made par- 
takers of ! HathHort GodAſecured you in many 
trayails ? How inany have died much younger 

1 7 x than | 
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| every thing me groe tharks ; as we ſheuld yer 


Fhew age Auaery. 
than you , whilſt the Lord 1ergrheneth out 
our Cayes in order to Repentarce e How 
many have died in an intent, and te 
ſnarch'd away, without any warning given of 
Death's approach ; whiltt you have tad many 
an Harbinger , to give you to-underitand ifs 
nearneſs to you? How many have been 
cruſh'd by falls jrom houſes, and cevoured 
by beaſts, and by ether accicents have bee 
haſtened to their long heme ; whilltt God js 
Yorg-ſuffering to you 7 How many have yea 
ſeen drawn on SJeds , led to ſhametul and vi 
ferur Deaths, whilſt you kave been kept frem 
ſcch diſmal ends? And are there no thanks 
cueto the Name of Coed ? Ang yet bmw ſel- 
dome do you. admire at diftirguiſhirg Provy* 
dence » and preventing [rvirg kindurſſe: 2 You 
have a guard of Ange)s to atgend you day. and 
nigl t , to ſecure you from cenger ; but bgp 
little do you bleſs the Lord for the Heavenly 
Hoſt? Aud yert.,..if you 60, thank God. for 
ſome ſignal outward Mercies, perhaps for eaſe 
{fxom the Stone, Gort , Cholick; perhaps 
for ſecurity from the rage of the devouring 
Peftilence ; if you thank not God mere for 
deliverance from Hell , {xc the gu:/r and 


' power of Sin, than for qutward Salvations; 
| you drfcredit, Ged,, and his chojce(t Mercies, 
! by -under-rating Spiritvals to Temporal... 
'We ſhonld have bleſſed God for his Rid, For ſuf: 


as well as for his. Stoffe , for bgth are Mercies; fer 
but, bow wmthankhful are me ever for ſ+fſering: 10 
for right eonſneſs ſake ? God <xpeas, that _;n- 


te 


Their «ngodlineſt, 
be partial in our Obedience , 10 neither in our 
T hanksgiving. How little have we imitated 
the ancient Chriftians , whoſe mouths were 
alwayes full of Thanks be unto God} They fa- 
lured one another with Deo grats.5; and when 
they heard tydings of Perſecution or Protefl;. 
#n , Of Croſſes or Comforts 7, (till they cried 
Out, God be thanked. How unlike art we tg 
famous Bradford? If ( faid he) the Queen 
will releaſe me, I will thank, ber ; if ſhe wil 
keep me in Priſon, I will thank ber; if ſhe wil 
burn me , I will thank ber, Thou ſhouldſtfa 
from thy very heart, © Though ſick, chough 
, « ſcorned, though threatned , though all the 
« day long counted as a ſheep for the ſlaughter, 
- © yet bleiſed be God that ] am counted worthy 
«ro ſuffer for his Name : Blefſed be God, 
« that he comnts me for a Son ,, and chafteneth 
© me for my profit, that 1 may be made partake 


*& of big holineſs : Blefled be God, that I am | 


- * chaſtened, that I may not be condemmed, 
Eph. 5. But how few give thanks alwayes in all things 


20, wrto God? We have been too backward to | 
Iſa. 24. glorifie God in Zion, much more in the Fires. | 


15. e Apoſtle Peter would not have any mar, 
1 Per. 4. ſuffering as a Chriſtian, to be aſhamed; but to 
16, 13, glorifie God onthus behalf , and to rejoyce, in 
as much as he is partaker of Chrifts ſufferings. 
But God knows how farr from Praiſes we 
have been, when the Storms have been high, 

| and threatned our Tabernacles, 
Confider®- Fw hath God charged us to remember Mer + 
R. Cy» andto praiſe bim for it? Te that fear the 
nthank, £*r4, praiſe him : Praiſe him, O ye Servants 
fulneſs, ; of 
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Their nngodlizeſy. 109 
or of the Lord Praiſe thy God, © Zion! Praiſt , ef as 
; him in the heights : Praiſe God in his Santtua- j©.33. 
ry: Praiſe bim for bis mighty atts : Praiſe | 
him acco: ding to his excellent greatneſs, Doth Y Jo To. 
not the innumerableneſs of Gods requiries of | '0 - 
+4 | Praiſe and Thankſgiving, aggravate our neg- ig 
le& of chis Duty } #hat Proviſion bath Chriſt 


23» 


150, 


ts. made againſt this Sin? Harh not be appoint» * 
it edthe Sacrament of bis Supper, on purpoſe 
y | tohelp us to Remember hins , and his ſaving 


| benefts 2 Do this in Remembrance of me. But 
| have not many Profeſſours been (0 reſolved 
}, | to beunthankful, char chey have neglefted 
,» | this great Ordinance , which was appointed 
to ftrengthen their Remembraexce of pait Mer- 

| cies? Hathnot God told ua, that be hath forns- 
ed us for his praiſe? And what, yet back- 
ward thereunto ? We can never love God to as 
| beight , whilſt we forget bus laving —_ 
I wonder not , that many complain of their 
decayes of Love to God , whilſt they forger 
, | his wonders of Grace and J.ove to their Souls. 
' © Even Publicans will love thoſe of whom they are 
; beloved. And did we oftner recount the 
Mercies of God ; they wonld work endear- 

| ments betwixt God and our Souls: Did we 
confider, what a wonder jt is, that God 

| ſhould draw us out of nothing ; that he, who 
—_— behold the thiegs of Heaven , ſhould 

| put his that he 


finger to our workmanſhip ; 
ſhould curiouſly work us , as Needle-work , 
ia the dark Vaults of Nature z and that when 
we were fuller of ſin , than the Toad of poy- 
ſon, chat yer he ſhould feed a Toad , -_ 
C109 
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710 Thevr ungotlineſt.” 
coat) a Cockrice : the Fire of Love t9 

God would burn within our breaſts. How i" 

God provotgd by this ſin? God took it ill at the 

hands ot the 7ſraelites, that they remembred 

Pal. 7.8, wot bis hand , nor the day in which he delivered 
42. them : How "much atore do we grieve the 
Lord , whoremember not the goodneſs and 
ſalvations of thy Lord in Canaan, yea in 

Zion Qur Saviour was grieved, thar his D.(- 

M at.16. clples remembres nt the five Loaves , and the 
8, 9 to, ſeven Loaves , and how many Backets they took, | 
"  #p: Innumerable greater favours hath Gog 
ſhewed co us, and yet we forge: them. How 

have we forgot the God that bridled Natures | 

pfod waves, and ſaid, Hitherto ye ſhall g1e, 

aid no farthzr > Waen we were ripe for 
Jadgement , then Mercy ſt2pt in, and yet 

how flow to give thanks ? Hardly one of ter | 
blefleth God for cleanſing Mercy, as they | 

ought. Mere there not ten cleanſed, but where 

are the nine? Tais makes me fear, People 

have not had a deep ſenſe of the miſery and 

ſtains of Nacure , for that their Saviour is no 

more thanked. © Did not the Lord force | 

© thee, byan over-powering work of Grace 

© upon thy Soul ar firſt Converſion, to be 

© willing to be made happy ? Did not be com- 

© pel thee to come into the Feaſt? Was it not 

* God that brought thee to ſuch a Parih, to 
*«ſucha 1finifter , and toſuchaText? And |} 

&« did not he , by his Almighty power, en- Þ " 

© able thee to believe ind apply? Was it not || \ 

© he, that broke thine heart, when as hard 

i 44 4 netbeynroſt- Mjll-fto ne , and made it fofr, 
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Their ungdineſs. 
« malleable and pliant co his will and plea- 
« ſure > And what , forget the wonders of 


{ «rhe Lord in the deep ? This vexeth the Lord 


«ro the heart. Did not he caule the Walls 
«of Jer.coto fall, as by the woice of Rams- 
« braces, by weak inconhderable means ? 
« Did noc he alienate thine heart trom Luſts, 
« chat were dearer to thee than thine eyes ? 
« Did not he preſent the face of Chriſt , as 
« lyyely to thy Soul, who betore was deſpiſed 
«and rejetted? Andhath not Chriſt fed thee 
© with treſh ſupplyes of free Grace, that have 
© watered thy Soul every moment , 10 that you 
© have been kept through bis mighty power ? 
« How many doubts hath Chriſt anſwered ; 
« and how many ſcruples hath he , by his 
« Holy Spirit , ſatisfied rhee in? And yet, 
« © wretched heart ! how nnchankfull haſt 
« thou been ? Thou haſ forgot all his benefits. 
A man would think ic were impoſiible, tha: 
every unpleafins Providence ſhould make us 
ſo forgettul of all che mighty Works , thac 
have been done within doors upon our Souls, 
How ju#t i it with God one us ; for this 
ewy urkindneſs nnto him? 


4., Inthe beginning all ſncceeded well , 
( faith // arablas upon the place ) according to 


| ourdefire : In the day the Plant grew, and in 


the morning the Seed flouriſhed ; but becauſe of 
unthankfalneſs, extreme miſery followed. 


| Wonder not , thar the Showres are with-beld, 
| thatthe Lord cauſeth the Sun to ſer on the 


Prophets at Noon day , that the If ama falls 
nor 


etauſe thou haſt for- Iſa. 17>. 
| "mg &c. therefore the harveft ſhall be an 19, 11+ 


TIS 


not before your doors , that the bidden IMMan- 
wah , and white Stone , are denied you, you 


yp have been unthankfull , you have mot taken 
narur,de. are for the fragments , that nothing be bt. 


perdicur, 
Sen. 


Gods Mercies have been loſt updn you. O r 
Waters were become Wines , our Gleanings 
were better than the Worlds Y/4ntage : God 
dezlc with us as Sons. But now, it he draws 
in his hand, and make bis Garden as 4 deſolate 
Wilderneſs for this fin, who can fay unto 
God, #hat doſt thow ? Mult notall of us put 
Oar mouths in the duſt > Did not we fit un- 
der our own Vines? Had we not our ſolemn 
Aſſemblies ? Did not we gee in troops to the 
bouſe of the Lord? Was not Holineſs in cre- 
dit > Did not the mix'd multitude joyn wich 
us, anddefired to be numbred among it us, 
brcauſe Grd was withus? Did not fear come 
wpon all the People ? And had not the Churches 
reſt? Did we tear the ſhaking of the Spear ? 


Might we not have been as holy as we pleaſed? | 


Had not we as much liberty as we delired ? 
But O chen how unthankfult were we ? How 
troubled were we , that every Mordeca; did 
not bow ; that every one would not be of our 
mind , and dence afcer our Pipe ? God knows 
what a Controverke there is with the Land, 
for the Unthankfulneſs of them chat dwelt 
therein. O how glad would ye be of one of 
the dayes of the Sox of man ; of your old Pri- 
vileges , and Spiricual Liberties > Becauſe ye 
have not ſerved God with joy and praiſe in 
dayes of plenty , therefore it 1s but 4 righteous 
thing , that you ſerve in ſcarcity 'and famine 0 
Bread : of the Word of the Lerd, 
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CHAP. XlIt, 
Their negleB of Prayer , eſpectally of ſes 
tres Prayer. 


oly, po of Prayer is another part ProfeTars 
foodie? , boo common even negledt 

nay Profeſſe urs. Requeſt and *f Prayer 
Thankſgiving are ( ſaith one ) 

like the double motion of the Lungs, by 

which they ſuck in, and breath out the air a= 

din. Ih he Peticionary part of Prayer , we 

clire either the beſtowing of ſome good 

thihz , or che preventing "ot removing of 

ſome evil from our ſelves , or the vin, of 

of ſome evil on Gods implacable Eacalaes : 

And in the Gratulatory 'part of Prayer , we 

return the praiſe of glory , of what we have 

rectived from God 5 unto God. Though 

the 7 banks gromg of of Prayer be moſt , yer 

the Pet 1tionary part 0 f Pra - ye is too wad: neg- 

lefted. Tris Ungodlineſs to goe about any 

Buſineſs, or Jou mmey'» to fix our Abode, to 

uſe any Creature. , » or Phyfick ; with. 

out asking Gods leave and bleſſing in Prayer : 

Yea, it is a branch of Atheiſm ; this Brat 

of irreligion is laid at the door of Atheiſm by Pſa. 14. 

the P/alſv;ft; Ts ic not a Limentation, andt, 37 4: 

ft fhould 


1g * Their ungodlineſs, 
ſigghd ic ottghoÞ a Lamenaion , that ſs 
mafiy Profefforrt ſhould be gmnky 6f fuch Un» 
godline” ? 

Are there vot 1pquy » that newer prayed in all 
Never their lives? Pe Iouwrs-ard looked upon by 
Praying, the world as Praying people ; but O! how is 

theawvorld mi{tazeg in. many, of, them 2 T Hos 

Tſa. 41, haſt wot called uner me, O Jacob !” Though 
21,23. Jacob was a People feverT ihto a Church- 
State, with an aim at Gods praiſe , yet Jacob 

. fray d not + This was grievous-unto. God, Do 

not: many Þ ofeflours clearly evidence; that 

they are prayerleſs Souls , by their diſobea: - 

ence to the Preceptive , Weir gmpatience under 

the Providemial Will of God ? By their diſ- 

tra of the All-ſuftciency and Faitl;fulneſs 

Zink of God ? Sheobeyed not the voice : (he received 

Ui * mot correflion: ſhe truſted not in the Lord : (he 
Je ** gdrewnnt near to her God. By their entring m- 
Mah to (0 many Temptations ? Watch and Pray , 

* leſt you enter into Tem)tation, By their being 

26. 41+ deceived , and labouring to deceive Others in 

Jer. 10. che things of God ? The Paſtonrs are become 
2I. Srautiſh , and have no: ſought the Lord, By 

their Back-ſidings, and Apoſtalies? And 

Leph. them that are turned back from the Lord , and 
I.G. thee that have not ſought the Lord. | 

—a wh ; Doth not this fin Fpeak ont bigh contempt of 

agzinſf G94? That God is not entertaned , ſo much 

this fin, asina thought? He will not ſeek God: God is 


Pſa. 10,n0t in all his thoughts, That the thoughts of - 
A. God are blaſphemous? what profit should we, 
Fob. 21. have , if we pray wi2to him. ?. Yea, Doth wat, 
15» this fin peak out the bearts denial of God ? 


What 


= 
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Their uroodlineſs; 15 
What ſaiththe Pſalmult 2 7 be Fool hath /aid in p | 
his beart , there is no Ged: be calls not - upon ſa: 53+ 
God. To tive wichout Prayer, is to be dead © 
while alive ; tor it is to live without God. The 
Families chat hrow no: God, and that call not or Jer. 10, 
his Name , are the lame. What ? il ye not 250 

do fo much as Pray unto Got? ,Whar can you 

do leſs tor God , than by this homaze , to 

own him for your Maker 2 Or lefs for your 

own Souls, than to beg their lives of him , 

whoſe hand of ſuſtice is life up againſt them ? 

T heir S1:'s ( and theirs only ) ſhall live, that Pſa, 69, 
ſech, the Lord, No Maletactours dye more ;2, 
walamented, then thoſe, that when cait, will 

not beg tor thefr lives. 

How WAKY allo are there , that have caſt off Refrain. 

Prayer ? How many have refFramed Prayer ? ing Prav- 
And thac bo:h when chey have though they cr, 
have prayed themſelves out of a[fliRion, rhe 
have hat no more ſay to God, till uncer at- Job I 54 
fitionazain : and when they have for ſome 
time prayed tor deliverance to no purpoſe, 
T his evil is of the Lord , why ſhould I wait axy 
longer } This 1s worte, chan not to pray at all, 
Noc to pray «t all , nozes only the * neg let? of 
duty; but co.calt off Prayer, 2 diaſte of duty. 
> ut I ſhall be more parcicular. 

Thovgh Prayer be the only Key, to unlock NegleR- 
the Store-houſes and Treaſuries of all Bleſ- 1g Eja- 
ſings; yer how little hath chis Key been uſed oe 'Y 
I ſhall wave publick and private , and only _ 
iflance in ſecret Prayer , and that both ſ#d- 
dee , and compoſed , and ſolemn. How few 
P rofeſſours have mate conſcience of E jacwlatory 

H 2 Prayer ? 


Their ungodlineſs, 
Prayer > How icl4on..- nave We darted np 
our Souls ro Heaven, ion ſudden emergent 
occalions, in ſome ſhore Echres? As when 
we are licaring , Lord , ſet bothe this Word 
wpzn my heart : When in Prayer our hearts are 
melting, &c. Lord , ſuffer not my heart any 
more to be hardened from thy fear : When 
we are abou: our worldly employments , 
Lord , keep my heart with thy ſelf , &c« Are 
not ſome of uz wholly unacquainted with this 
kind of Praying > Not ſuch a Dart ( laith 
One ) tobe found in all their Quiver, They 
know not how , inthe midit of their worldly 
buſineſſes, and company , yea in the mid(t 
of their ſolemn relizious duties , in hearing , 
reading , conferring , praying, &c. to ſend 
eheir chovghts to give God a vilit, though a 
ſhorr one, ina delire or two, to ſpeak ar 
leatt ons or two heart-words unto lum, Have | 
not motit P:ofeflours zoo much contenred | 
themſelves with their ſo[e-mm Viſits of God, | 
buc between tieit ſolemn Daties have ſcarce 
ever convetſed with God? What account 
ſhall we be able to give of our thoughts (the 
firſt-born of our Souls) from morning to 
evening ? Is not this the higheſt improve- 
ment of chem , to ſend them in emtakes unto 
:aven, and by them to converſe with God 3 
Do not the be of vs find Rrangeneſs apt to 
w between God and our Souls, berween 
our {et Duties ? And may we not impute that 
{trangeneſs to our omiffion of theſe more 
-anfient and occaſional talkings with God ? 
'1ow many precious thifigs, in Chriſtian con- 
4 - ference 4 
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Therr ungodlipefs. 
ference , in S2rmons , in eur ſolemn joynt 
Prayers , areloit, fu: want of preſent luting 
up our hearts © God, tor [15 preſence there- 
in, and bleſſing thereupon ? How many blef- 
ſed motions or the Holy Spirit , fugoelied to 
us in our particular Callings , are quencli'd , 
for want ot theſe ſhore ſallyes of our Souls to 
Heaven, for niore grace , that theſe ſparks 
may be keptalive , yea blown into a flame ? 
Neglet ot this Kind of Prayer is no (mall pro- 
vocation : It grieves God : there is muciz un- 
kindneſs in it , that God ſhould be fo grac 
Ous , as to let his door itand wide open ar all 
times, and that he Mould afſure us of wel- 
come , when ever we come to him, and yer 
that we ſhould not be fo kind, as to ſtep in 
eo vigic him , with a deſire, hour after hour; 
and tizat , though we may thus vil.t him , and 
not' negle& ( but rather further) iny tu» 
fineſs we have in hand, and wictourt being 
uncivil co any company in which we are , He 
cannot but rake chi; udkindly, 

H ow few Profeſſours have male conſcience of 
cleſet-Prayer ? Though Chriſt takes ic for ng 


granted , that his Diſciples witt thus pray, Payer, 


and hath annexed a ſweer promiſe to the due 
performance of this duty , #hen chow prayeſt , 


entey into thy Cloſet , and when thru baſt ſhut 14 at, 6. 


thy door , pray to thy Father , which « in fe- 6 
cret , and thy Father , which ſeth in ſecret , 
ſhall reward thee openly : Retire thy ſelf , ger 
thee a place , fer thy ſelf a time, wherein 
thou mayeſt varare Des, be at leiſure to make 
it thy buſineſs to pray ”» God, &sc. Yethow 

3 's 


118 Fbeir wungodlixeſs, 
is this duty wholly omitted by lome, and too 
too ſcldom pertormed hy others ? Satan pre- 
vails with fome ( otherwile honeſt Souls ) to 
pur off this duty trom time to time , by t&l- 
ling tliem , either that they will but play die 
hypocrites therein ; or that e t1T.C 1$ nor 
co:venieat, by realon Either of ſome bodily, 
or vi tome ſout ditjempers; or that this and 
tie other worldy bulineſs muſt of neceſſity be 

: diſpa:ci'd at ſucha time, &c. O how little 
do 1: ch love the Lord , that are afraid to talk 
ro0 ſecretly, or too often in ſecret with him ! 
But alas 1 how many omir cloſert-Prayer al- 
rogether } Some content themſelves with 
praying with others , either in tie Church , 
or in the Family ; How can ſuch Jook upon 
themſelves as Saints, whatever Profethon 
they make 2 What? a Saint, and yet never 

. Celire any privacy herucen God and thy 
Soyl 2 a Saint, and yet hd noerrand to jn- 
vite thee to (peak with God alone ? Sure thou 
rather ſezke(t ro_ approve thy felt to men, 
than to God.” Thou wayelt tor a time be the 
worlds Saint, but God will at laſt un-cafe 
thee , and preſent thee before the cyes of all 

Mat. 6, the world tor an Hypocrite, The tree Lover 

5,6, delights to viſit Ins Friend , waca he may find 

him alone : hke that good man, who, when 
the ſet time for his cloſet-Prayer was come , 
would break trom any compony he was in, 
with this handſume ſpeech , { have « Friend 
that ſtayes for me , Farewell, . Others put oft 

, this duty ,. by precending they pray alwayes , 

every hour they are darizag up Ejaculations 
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 uponthe Altar'cont hually , «yt that muwjt;hot 
hinder the Morning and Even na Sacrifice, 
. True Ciritbiensgennot ve If13hed with abit 


-eMe they wonld be Praying «pers; In all My Z eh. 
; obſervation .$1 ie ryines of Ghrijtians bave 12, 19, 


-al, cuſtotmaxymenigemeng) ot, its tf The 


'©6 ſecret, then deliohe in this duty declineth 


. © willere long break here alſo; 


"Titty wngodotreſs . E * $29 
-to:Heaven, - Ag tut pretenct of Overy day- 
Sabbath ( ſaitiz one.) comesgnitto no $81- 
bach ; ſothe donginual Proyin got wine catral 
Profcdours , is nos Praveag wh © gcyla- 

tory Prayer ſhovks not luc g\bur rotiaer, Ft? 

for z folemnict Praying. Fig mull Lekep: 


and-away , bur rticy muſt Laveiicye (cr megl, 

Qthers look at-Cloiet Prayer tO us at-rac hell 

but a Free-wzY Offering (as tliey terms it ) 

winch chey may,otter , * it wey will, bur. will 
notown it a duty 4+ Surely —_— re lictle _ 

lible of cheir þeart> plagoer, or ele cliey would 

alone , ore by ont , make Preverd and Swppli- x Kings 
cati9%5, : Such Eituer have nGgnf Spins atell, 8.38, 
or elſe but litz)eg- very lice; Of the Spirit yfor 39, 


begun in thert:Glolet. negieſtsg- either byzo- x x, 
mitcing the duty corally , ord yp reraichs for. 


& aruth is | faitha tte feat Writer ) this is 
{the firit Rep rowarc> Apoliacy : Back Aidtrs 
& frow firit out-ot acquainiance Wh God 7in 


« dy licele and lictle , then are they lels fre- , 
< quent in theirwifits , wpom which followerh 

*acalting off the daty , and'yer they maydp- 

< pear great (ticklers andyzealutsin -publick__ 

© Ordinances 4 but if they reaover not- what” 

«they have loſt in their ſecret Trade , they 
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20 Their | 

No farer ſign of an Hypocrite , than to 

negle& ſecret Prayer, ic curns thee into a 
NV ebuchadnezzar , into an Heathen ; nay in- 

Ter. 10 toa Nebuchadneuzar , a Beaſt : T hey ave be- 

So. | * 000 bruitiſh, and have not ſought the Lord. 

+** Thou pretendeſt a love to God , didſt thou 
love him , thou would( love to be with him , 
yer lovers covet to be alone , where they 
may more freely impart their mutual affeti- 
ons : perhaps in thy family, Religious wor. 
ſhip of God by Prayer is ( yet ) kept up, to | 
keep up thy credit with men, that chou mayſt 
not be chought an Atheiſt , that rheu mayſt 
be truſted ; an hundred rhings may keep thee, 
and hold thee to publick duties, but herein is 
the tryal of thy uprigheneſs , what thou doſt 
in ſecret for God, and wich him : when the 
Maſters part ( the two preat ones , God and 
World ) then is the trial of thee , whoſe Ser- | 
vant thou art; buc oh | when the Mafter- is 
alone , then he is moſtly negleted. 

When alone thou art fitteſt for this duty of 
calling upon God ; when the World is ſhut 
out,* then thou haſt a diſcharge from the cur. 
bers of the Earth : an Heathen ( Scipro ) will 

"BY rell che; / heave never bettty company, than 
Ly when I have no company ; forthen can I fretly 
entertain my own t wghts, and comverſe with 

all the learned that have been in former ages, | 

But thou art called to greater honour, to 1m + 

Toh, 16 prove thy ſolitude ,.to converſe with God , 

+ *-* when alone to have thy F ather with thee, 

22. Yea God, like a mode lover , commu- 
nicates moſt of his affeftions , to his people , 

X | when 


= Ca a> ww a mw ok wm wo ww a 2D. 2O2E4 


Q, Th 


__———_, 4 - a 


iN =«< _ = es = = + 


XUM 


Their ungodl;neſy, 121 
when they are in ſecrer: when David was m 
the alle canch F then bis Soul wa: filed with __ 63. 
warrow and fatneſs, not that he wanted Gods®* 
preſence in the day ; for ſeven times 4 day be 
. aiſed God , but his day-ſacrifices « yielded 
1 | him not that marrow and ſweetneſs, as he 
, | rafted in thenight, when he was ſequeſtred 
/ | from all companty and bufineſs. O ! the b1d- 
» | den Mannah is the ſweeteſt, The Church C,,q. 
keaneth on the breaſt of Chrift in the Wilderneſs , Hof. 2: 
) | and there he feaks to ber heart. Unhappy 14, 
| | Soul 1 innumerable are thy lofſes, by neg- 
| | leAting Chriſtscalls z Come my Beloved, bet ua Can, 7 


F * 9 


got forth into the Fields, there will I grve thee , , 
my lover: That God ſhould ip lovingly invite 
thee , co take a turn ortwo with him every 
day, in order to his opening tus breaſt to thee, 
and yet be denied ? 
Again : When alone , and not with God , 

thou art lyable to Sathans fouleft Temprati- 

ons , to Arheiſm , Diſcontent, or Pride of 
heart : When the Devil finds the houſe . 
be will furniſh you with company enough, 
ſeven other worſe Spirits , if worle may be ; 
you ſhall be employed : Feara ape at leaſt, 
if God be not engaged to be a little Sanftnary 
in thy Cloſet and retirements : Sathan fre- 
quents the bigh wayes , and that Robber cakes 
| menaſfide into 4 corner, and then pill 
them of their treaſure: He thought ſo to 
have deale with Chriſt, and ore takes 
him into a Mountain alone : When alone your Mas. a: 
dangers are £rexeſt, therefore ſhould yourg © + 
cries to Heayen be moſt vehemenc, H 

ow 
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Not early. . How few Profeſlours bave obſerved: the 
enough ip fittelt time for ſecret Prayer ? God woull 
the Clo- have us, in this ſenſe, Watch ants Prayer: 
ſet. _.God would .have us early to tell the wor!d 
Mark, whole Servants we are , and that we Care a6! 
13-33+ undertake any bujineſs, without firit enge- 
/ Mark * ging God with us ; that we dare not Enter41 

: Sathans terrjturies , without Chritt ,, ou 
1+ 33+ . great Champion with us : This Poſt ſhould 

ſent to Heaven in the beginning of the day; 
tor.no ſooner,in the morturp, , - do we begn 
| t9Jive, and (flirr , but we need freſh fucconr: 
and Auxiliariesfrom Heaven, 4 
.. True Chriſtians count thag' the ſweereſtgr 
they breath inv, which is the froic of Pray; 
. andall chings reliſh well wigh-hijm , that. tm 
_Urough this golden Pipe, uf Prayer ; -@ 
theretore he is up early in his Cloſet , tha}: 
amay receive: ally ghis way. rom the Lori 


bounty; and faithfulnels ; « Therefore. 'w 

ſooner doth he open his eyes but he open 

- hisheart to God 5, and before her puts: on: 

_ 14gg , be mult to Heavenin ſecret Ejaculat 

.Ons., at leaſt, befpre he gaxs-to-his Cloſet, 

, to. Pour out lig-Soul. more plentitully betar 

_ God : He expectech no goed day »! unlgſs: 

_ be begun with a good duty ;- and thereiore w 

Pla.5.4 voice ſhalt; then beer. 11 the \ morning , un 

" "gy ' morning wbl [direct my Projerumo thee ; D: 

k "q« Vid prevented the dawning of the morning; Wi 

#7*" he prevenred iGod, (6 « e ) bis Peoti 
gences and Fayours which he*' expeed , 


Prayer, "Sq 
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Bat alas ! how do Profcflours ſhuffle with 
God, by deferring and deterring? And here= 
by many miſchiets attend, 

Tiz World, chat Pelt of Souls and Graces, 
is admitted, before we haye got our Antidotes 
again:t che Infeftion of it ; Hence deaqnels 
ofheart enſues , multitudes of worldly diftra- 
Rions ; ſo that after a few hours , the Soul 
bath no mind at all to ſpeak with God ; tut 
though ir muſt tothe Cloſer, yer there is it 
peſtered wigh wancringthoughts, dilcontent- 
ed thoughts , worldly thoughts ; ſo that rhe 
tzme which ſhould be ſpent in pure Commu- 
nion with God , is taken up in criving theſe 
Fowls from the Sacrifice. IF 

Belides, God is an holy God, and jea- 
lous for his Name , and he eſteemeth it @ re- 
flle&tion on him ,, to be ſo nepleRed , tha he 
muſt be ſerved {a#t of all, and therefore with- 


| holds his influences from the Soul , to con- 
dema ſuch ſalocy abuſes of his great Name ; 


and then no wonder it thou be ſogn overcome 
with a wozld of yain impergzinent cogitations. 
By negle&t of early going irto your Cloſets , 
you credit the World roo much, as it it were 


more worthy of your time ard firergth, than 


the Lord is : Whereas you ſhould profeſs, 
that all your hours are Gods, and therefore 


you dare not, but honour bim with the firſt Prov. : 


Fruis of all. youy increaſe ; you will thereby 

ſanRifie all th& HaxveRt, all the Vintage 5 by 
preſenting God with the green E ares. 

By negeſ of your Mornings , you hint to 

ſexyers , as if you were not, Firſt 

76 


Their ungodlineſs. 
to ſeth God , and bis Kingdow , and the righ- 
re2uſneſs thereof. _ 

You negle& the fitteft ſeaſon , for then 
the mercies of the night are freſheft , ſmell 
ſweereſt , which after a while , like Flowers, 
will loſe their ſcent with us : Whilſt the Iron 
is hot, it is our wiſdome to ſtrike ; His Mer. 
cies are renewed every Morning, fo ſhould our 
Prailes, 

By'entring on buſineſs without calling on 
Gad, you declare, you need not the Lords 
aſſitances , and that you depend not on lim 
for every thing , but can make a ſhift ts live 
without him : Waereas God feeds us from 
hand to mouth , and hath nor lefc any ſors 
with us , that we may make our addreſsment; 
tokim night and day , who muſt water « 
every moment, Poor Souls , did you bur fee 
your dangers , by reaſon of the three grez 
Brigades of Enemies, the World , the Fleſh, 
the Devil , you would not be ſo fool-hardy, 


to yenture abroad , untill you have be- | 


ſeeched God, to help poor , needy , indi- 


gent *Creatares: Remember, You wart « þ 


ſoon as you waks, and thoſe things you want, 
as none but a God can ſupply you : You 
need Divine Power to follow your Calk 
os, | 
By negleRing this ſeaſon , the Devil, and 
the World , have often made you forget , ot 
omit the Duty for the day : You have no lei- 


' fure in the Morning, and what then ? the 


Devil fills thy hand with unexpeQed buſine(s, 


that the excuſe. grows Rtronger , and mote 
plauſible : 


OO" Oe 
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Their ungodlineſs, ITY 
plauſibie - Bur miaſt we ierve che Slave. , and 
negleR the Lord of glory ? 

By omiccing this hour , you are the unfit- 
ter for Family-worſhip; were the Infirumenc 
tnned before, it would be che ficter to play in 
conſort. | 

But oh ! what hazards doſt thou run , nor 
only by preferring other things and buſineſs 
betore Gad , but by negleing the firſt hour 
of the day , when chou art not ſure of aſe- 
cond 2 Thou purpoſeſt ſuch an hour to pray , 
but whart is thy Life ſave a F apour,which may 
expire betore that hour ? 


—— —— — 


CHAP. XIV, 


The miſcarriages of Praying Profe fſours | 
about Prayer. 


ql. Here « not only #ngodlineſs ing, _._ . 
wot Praying , ( Prayerleſs Souls projefsrr 
worſhipping God no. more than miſcarria- 
Beaſts, an Oxe, or an Aſle,&c.)$*% 

but is Praying amiſs, And O ! how many 

wayes do Profeſſours fail in and abort this 

Duty, both before, and in, and after ? 

Firſt , How do Profeſſours fail before their before 
entrance upon this Duty of Prayer ? the Dary; 


k. By 
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Neglet- 
ing Mc- 
diracion, 


Pſa.5.1, 


of God, 


kis Holi- 


neſs, 


Omniſci- 
Cacy, > 


Heb, 4. 


13, 


O nnipo+ ,; 


tency, 


r Sam. 
15.29. 


Gods 


[ 4 
and 


Brace, 


Thetr unoedtinefs.” 

1, By negleft of Meditation £ Few can fay; 
Conſider my Meditations, Have not we Fuſh'd 
upr this Duty , before we have meditated of 
the God wt were approaching to > Wat an holy 
God he is , and how wnworthy we atiC to take 
his N ams into our mouths ? What a con/uming 
fire he is, and what dry fubble we are ? 

Have no: we ruſh'd into Gods Preſence, as 
the Horſe ruſherh into the barrel ? 

Hive we confidered, that his eyes are 
piercing , as flames of fire? That all things are 
naked ard oprn ( as it were dillefted ) before 
him , with whom we bavs to do? We have not 
ſet God before our eyes : neither have we be- 
lieved , rhat he is as certainly an Obſerver of 
us , as we are with our ſelves. Our thovghts 
would not be ſo low , 10 earthly, ſo diſtra'ted, 
did we believigtglyconlider imto whoſe Pre- 
ſence we are coming. 

Have we conſidered Gods Almightineſ;? 
That He can do more for ws, than we can ach or 
think ? He that cometh to God ( in Prayer ) 
ſhould believe that God is, that He «© the 
Strength of I(rae] , that what we are to beg of 
God, Pardon of Sin, Victories over out 
Lufts, &c. are Mercies beyond the Crea- 
tures power to reach forch to ns; but 
the Lords arm tis not ſhortened , that be can- 
wot help. 

Have we meditated on Gods bounty , pity 5 
aud tender compaſiton; ? As :one more ready 
togive, thanwetoask ; as one who gwveth 
liberally , and wpbraids not wich our oft com- 
ming} We want vaſt thoughts of the great 


good» 


eg "up 
Their ungodlineſ*, 
goodneſs and mercy ot God : we have baſe 

erly thoughts of God , as if we ſhould 
treſpaſs roo much upon him , and weary him 
by coming t6 oft to his door. 

H ave we muſed #pon the F aithfulneſs of God? yi; Faiths 
Who is under engagements to relieve us , tO fulnels, 
eaſe us, to be found of us, when we ſeek him 
with our whole hearts. Aad thi; is the coufi- 1 John 
dence that we bave in him, that if we ah, any 5,14. 
| thing according to bis will, be heartth us. 

Have we meditated of the Way , by whom of the 
we muſt come ro Ged? How darins are Souls Way wars 
to venture on an abſolure God? How is the OzD 
vew and conſecrated Way neglected ? How is *® n x 
Chrilt laid by , as if there were no need of a © Jo. 
Mediatour, Of an Advocate with the Father ? pea 

; X uth, 
How ſeldome &o we paſs through Gelgotha , 
to the heavenly Jerzſalem ; and ſee, that none 
can come to the F ather , but by the Son? We 
; | ſee not our need of /rcenſe and Odowrs to be Revel. 
mingled with our Sacr;fices : little do WE $, 3, 4+ 
conlider , that the Opportunity ot ſpeaking 
| with God, is the price of bloed, of the precions 
- Eblood of the Son of God, 

H ave we meditated of our Sint, Of thoſe tO of their 

which weare by ' nature and cuſtome moſt- Sins, 
ly addicted; and of choſe with which we 
b&ve ſince the laſt Duty pollured our Souls ? 
From the want of Meditation hereof, ariſerh 
formality in Duties, the heart is not humbled 
- | 1nConfeTiba, neicher is the Soul importunate 
with the Lord for pardon and viRory. 

H ave we made conſcience to meditate upon our of theic 
Wants , what Graces we moſtly need , what wane, 

ve 
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Their angodlineſs, 
we are moſt defeRive in > From this negle& 
we pray as if we did not pray , without zeal , 
earneſtneſs and importunity : Whereas, had 
we viewed our Wants of God , of his Grace, 
Spirit , Pcotetion , Mercy , and Preſence , 
we ſhould pray as for Life ; and thoſe ftrag- 
ling vain thoughts would hereby have been 
ſuppreſſed. When the MalefaRour is beg- 
ging his Life at the Barr , his Soul is not run- 
ning adrift after every Feather , but he minds 
his bucine(G, 'tis Life, and his Life that is en- 
dangered , and therefore he gathers up all 
ible arguments, that may induce the 
udge to abate of the rigour of Jultice to- 
wards him. But how otc have we been on 
our knees, and have been ignorant of what 
ailes us, ſo that we might truly ſay, we knew 


| not what to ask? When you goe to your 


Markets, you conſider what you and yours 
want : but do we ſo, when we goe roout 
Spiritual Markets 7 

Have not we negleted to meditate of the 
Mercies of God, which we have received? 
Hence we come either cuſtomar;ly beforc 
God , or »ot with that holy beldneſs , as we 
ſhould. One Mercy opens a door to another : 


. TheV alley of Achor was given as 4 door of hope 


to Trael: Forgetting che returns of Prayer , 
makes our hearts we" » and knees faint. We 
ſhould book the paſlages of Gods grace , how 
he remembred us 11 onr low conditiow , how he 
hath viſited us day by day;when we havecome 
in as the parched ground, we have found Gods 
few to 4, and Grivg Cadet? * 


- th. tat — tiered 
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* ſhould Fin in everlaſting remembrance , 


Thetr ungodlineſt, 
j tht wilderneſs : When we have come in b&+ 
fore God with our Shack /es 0 our Feet , with 
[rons that have entred our Souls, God hath 
made ic a Jubilee , he hath proclaimed the 
acceptable year, he hath ler us #8 of the Priſon« 
houſe , and hath ſet owr feet in 4 large place : 
When we have come in before God with guilc 
on our Souls , and with fearful expettations , 


| how hath God given us the white fone , and 


ſent us away with his bleſs3ng ; 2nd with glad- 
neſs of heart ? The nezlet ot our Diaries of 
the Providences and Mercizs of God ; the 
want of reflefting on all the Rings that "God 
hath ſent us , makes us more like Slaves than 
Children: Do we with David cry out, MM a- Pſa. 40? 
”, O Lord my God, ave thy wonderful works, .” 
which thou haſt done , "nd thy thoughts , which 
are to u-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in 
order unto thee : if 1 would declart and ſpeak, of 
them, they aye more than can be numwbred. 

Have not we negletted to ——_ on the of the 
great and wonderful things, that have been Oo 
done uym the Prayers of Gods People? We " 4 1 


what a powerful Engine Prayer is. It hath Gen 32: 


| held the bands of the Almighty : Jacob and , 


Moſes prevailed over God : It hath been *Erod 
Key to open and (hat the Heavens ; Elias was a 
man ſubjett to like L394 riont aswe are, and he Fans W< 
prayed earneſtly , t 5 it mi gbt not rain , and it 
rant mt on the earth , Fe the fpace of three 
nears, and fix months : And he prayed again , 
and the Heaven gave rain, and the Earth 
brought forth ber fruit. And O what — 
I thinss 


130 . Their ungodl;neſs. 
things hath God promiſed'to a Praying Peo- 
ple! Call wntome, and I will anſwer thee, 
Jer- 33 ard ſhew thee great and mughty things , which 
3. thou knoweſt not, Whatſorver ye ah in my 
a Name, &c. Here is more than Herod offer- 
*7- 3?* ed, that was but baif the Kingdome; here isa 
* IW#hatſcever. Did we appear before God 
with theſe inftances of grace, and promiſes, 
treſh in our kf ſhould on A l 


What a wearine(s is it 2 Or that there i no pro- Þ 


fir in ſerving God; and gallop through our 
duties as we are wonr, 


Noc tic. 2- Another negle& before Prayer,' is, The | 


ringus nut ſtirring up our Graces , before we ſet upon 
cr re« the Duty. We too much reſt on habitual pre- 
chat leaps immediately from the Shop to the 
Throne of Grace , and labours not to quicken 
his dull Soul; and to leave worldl& bulinefles 
behind him, ( as Abraham his Servanty, when 
he goeth to ſacrifice ) no wonder it he loſe 
the Duty, and provoke the Lord , rather 
than be accepted with him, The Well is ſel- 
dome ſo- full, but: that you may, nay- you 
mult , throw in a lictle 5 xo ferch np the 
more. Itis thought, by the redonbling of 
David's Charge , that he found not his heart 
ina good frame, for the exalcing of Godz and 
therefore cries out ſo vehemently ,- Bleſs rhe 
Ty Lord, O' my Soul, and 4ll'that ir wwnbon'mt 
"02% praiſe his luly Nam: Bleſs the Lord\, O mp 
, Soul, and forget not all big benefits, * 
"PX 2ly. How have we failed , when'we have 
:aying; Entred upon the Duty ? And that in ſyvocati- 
ON 3 


paration , whereas aftual is neceſſary. He | 
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on, in Confeſrion, in Petition, and 10. T hanks* 


1. In our Invecations } We call God Far jinlnve ' 
ther , and yet how unlike are we unto him : cacion, * 
we reſemble notlim we call Father : we re- 
verence not him we call Father : we rr#/t nor 
to him with that confidence we would, to re- 
ceive of our Fathers of the Fleſh : we fear , 
when we ask Bread , he will give us a Stone : 
we bare lower thoughts of Gods bowels, than 
of our own : we think our ſelves more pitiful, 
better natur'd, than God himſelf : If 1 were a 
Mother, and my Child in diſtreſs, I ſhould de- 
ny him nothing, | 

2, [nonr Confeſnions of Sin? We are not Con- 
full, and free , and ingennous : we fie with feſsion, 
Rachel upon ſome [4»{r : we do nor declare Pſo.119 
our wayes unto him , but rather cover our tranſ- 26. 
oreſſions 44 Adam, Few can clear themſelves , ; 
as Job did. You will perhaps confeſs, we J9b 31+ 
have erred and ſtrayed from thy wayes like loft 
ſheep : Ve have left nndone:, &c, bur ſtill in genertie 
generals, David was in this gravelled# her = 
I kept ſilence , my bones waxed old, through my Pſa. 33s 
rearing all the day lovyg. But you deſcend not 3, 
to parciculars, or 1t tO particulars, yet the 
Renjamin is reſerved, loth to let Benjamin 
poe , loch to contelſs envy , pride , breach of 
vowes , want of love to Saints, loving the 
rich only., neglecting the poor, You will 
confeſs what every man knows you are guiky 
of,] or what every marr is addicted to; but 
you ſhame not your ſelves, by inflancing in 


Dolus in 


Race an}-conpeunny ; 
R 2 . 


whic 


273, Their 
which you chiefly provoke che Lord : the 
Agagt are not brought to execution , the beſt 
the Cattel are kept back , one Wedge 1s hid 
inthe Tent. Orit youconfeſs molt particu- 
larly , yer it is without hatred of the {ins con- 
feſs'd : You confeſs fin, yet hugs it, boleme 
ie, plead for it, within one quarter of an 
bour : You confeſs (in , but without ſelt-ab- 
x Kings borrence : you loath it not , asthe Plague of 
8.38,” your hearts. 1 abhorr my ſelf, ſaith Job: This 
Tob 42, UMPplies a diſlike , an hatred, an indignation a- 
6. gainſt, an utter alievation from , and an op- 
poſition againſt ſin. God knows how little of 
this is mixed with the Confeſſions of moſt Pro- 

teſloure, 
Petition, 3+ 1{n their Petitions? Both Matter , and 
as to the Jſanner, ard End? Have not we been faulky 
Matter, inthe Matter , Have they been alwayes for 
the beſt things ? Lite, Liberty,Eftate, &c, are 
delired ; but Grace, Victory over Pride, 
Paſſions, Worldlineſs, &c. lye unſought for. 
We fail alſo, when we pray (imply that we 
may not ſuffer ; for there is no foundation in 
the Promiſe for ſuch a Prayer , and we may 
not pray » faye for what God hath pro- 

miſed, 


Have not we fail'd in the Manner ? Have 

Manner, ye alwayes pray'd with E arneſtneſs, Humili- 
ty, Faith, Sinceriy , *&«c. Hath the whele 

man been employed ? Few can ſay, as Da- 

Pſa, vid, Butl Prayer. He was all Prayer : or all 
109. 4. of David, or in David , was herein employ- 
ed. Few can ſay, ith my whole beart bave 1 

119, 53 intreeed thy favour, Alas! few pray effeftu- 


ally, * 


te. 


La ths 
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ally, The heart and (vul is not at work in the 
Duty. Iris the effeftnal fervent Prayer that Fames 
avails, We pray as if we had a mind God 5+ 16, 
ſhould deny us. We are too much like Chil- Quifrigi- 
dren , ſcribling over a-piece of Paper, which gg rogat , 
when they have done, lay it aſide, or break docer ne- 
it, orthink no more of it, We have notgue. 
continued in Prayer : we have not back'd our Coloſ« 4+ 
Prayers with Prayers , reinforced tl:2m : we 2» 
have ſoon fainted : we have not been the 
right ſeed of Jacob, I w {not let thee goe, wn« 
till thou b'eſs me : we ſoon faint, and ourde- 
fires expire. 

Have nor we fail'd in the Ed? May I not pq 
ſay as the Apoſtle James, T'e ak, and receive T ames 
not, becanſe yt ach amiſs, that you may conſume 4+ 3 
zt upon your Luſtr, Hactrnot our level been 
too low ? We ſhould have made Gods Glory 
our End, and we have made Self , to quiet 
Conſcience , to obtain pardon of lin , rather 
than purity of heart and life : 7 hey aſſemble for 


» Corn and Wine. You have been perhaps ear- Hof. 7, 


neſt for the pardon of your own and England: 14+ 
fins, and yer ſelfiſh in all: You fear ( and 
well you may ) temporal Plagues , you are a- 
fraid that Sodoms fa n- down fire | 
brimſtone ; and therefore, tor your 0 
ſakes, rather than Gods, you Pry and with 
ſome vehemency ; but your End is ſtill coo. 
low. Never do you pray aright , till you 

y more for Chriſts [ ts than for your own : 
or his glory , rather than for your own pre- 
ſent, future : temporal Ar ona aq" 
tages, It is one thing to ſeek our lelyes, 

: 13 another 


—_ 


134  » Their ungoalmeſs, 
another thing to ſeek God in a duty, They 
that pretended ſo highly , begin to exputiu- 

I/a, 58. late with God , # herefore have we fſted, and 
3, . thouſceſt not, and takeſt no knowledge? Mens 
Luſt Pray , rather ctan ther Graces, Pride 
and ſelf- love endite the Petitions : You have 
been ſuck/ing your luſts , whilſt ſeeming'y de- 
vout : You make Proviſion for the fleſh , whilit 
about iritnal work , and whillt your inward 

man ſeems to be exerciſed. 
Thanks. 4+ 7n our T hanksgivings ? who is free from 
giving, = in the gratulatory part of Prayer ? Some 
A leſs God for Juſtifica.ion , Santtification , 
Adoption, .&c. and are firangers to theſe Pri. 
vileges, yea, if catechiſed know not what 
theſe mercies are, no more than Parrots know 
what they prattle : Ochers if, like the Leapers 
they are cleanſed , yet return not to bleſs the 
Lord : They are large in Petitions , but very 
ſparing in their Praiſes. Unchanktful Beggars 
are an abomination ro God and man. We 
ſhould be thankful for the lealt mercy ; bur 
though we have had the honour to be admit- 
( red into the Preſence Cham bers as F avowrite: 
( an honour not vouchſated to the moſt of 
mankind ) yet we are ſullen, and ſlow to re- 
turn Praiſes for ſo-great a vouchſafement : 
You have not come to dry breaſts, you are 
2 Chroy, Every day full of mercy ; but alas ! Yow rer- 
32. der not according to what you bave recerved , 
wm therefore wrath x againſt you. Haſt thou 
had no meetings in Prayer, no enlargements, 
no delires to fear the Lord , no importuni- 
Ucs, no wreltlings > why yet it is _ 
4 
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Jeu Wnt Lnefs, 135 
that thou live upon the patience and bounty 
of God : *Tis much , that thou ſhould haye 
a beeing , and be preſerved torhis day : *Tis 
a wonder he ſhould feed thee , cloth chee, 
prote& thee , firive witi: thee , ſuffer chee , 
who art but duſt ad aber, to ſpeak with him : 
The laſt njoht thou mighr'|t have lain on a bed 
of fire , or by the hedge, or have been in 
the great deeps ; Eu: alas! few ſo ready to 
praiſe , as to pray, We are too nuch like 
the F agabonds, when we have what we come 
for , away we gue, and come no more till 
pinching neceſhty drives us : Yea, we too 
oft. aggravate our miſeries , and over-look 
the benefits we enjoy, that are mix'd with our | 
_ croſles. 
Jly. How have we , when our Prayers; bave Aicec the 
been ended , fail'd of our duties towird God , Duty. 
by running polt haſt ftrem the Throne of 
Grace to the World, if not toour Lutts ? 
N ot conſidering how our hearts were in time of Nor exa- 
duty , whether fraitned, or enlarged ; \whe- mining 
ther compoſed , or diftrafted ; whether we %* 2* 
had the face of God toward us, or his face i 
vaiied ; whether we were lively, or lifeleſs; done, 
dead-hearted, or quickned; ferious, or 
ſlight ; what Faith was ſtirring, wha: Repen- 
tance exerciſed ? The Church and People of 
God obſerved their hardneſs in duty : hy Iſa. 63 
haſt thou hardned our hearts from thy fear > We 17. 
ſhould look back upon our Prayers, that we 
may be humbled for all our vain thoughts , 
untowardneſs, diftrations, and unbelief in 
the duty ; and we ſhould do it, ther, whilft F 
; we 


136 - Their nefs: 
we are in the higheit capacity & know the 
iniſcarriages of tne Soul , what the agprava- 
ting circumſtances thereof are , &c. And 
not only in order to Humiliation , but Refor- 
mation, that for the furure we may not dare 
totouch the Mount ot Gods Preſence with 

ſuch beaſtly frames. | 

ickly Jn caſe we were ina good frame in the Da. 
None ty, Did we labour to retain the influence; of the 
what was Ordinazce upon onr heart; } Did not we let tlic 
—_ the fire goe out again 2 Have not we, like ſome 
» inagreatſwear, gone into the open air too 
ſoon, and took a cold ? That's dangerous, 
David was more careful tro maintain is freſh 
lively frames, and cherefore he intreat- 


eth the Lord to keep the ſame in his Servants | 


heart for ever. 
not looks Ls 
. that our Prayers ſhall be anſwered We dirett 
— — our Prayer x ow G - » bur we do rot lock wp, 
F[a.5.3, tl God look down, as David. We do not 
B5. 8 Hhearken what God the Lord will fpeak, Pal 
obſerved how long the Lord was filent to his 
2 Cor, Prayer, For thi; I be ought the Lord thrice , 
12.8; andyetnoanſwer. O! when ſhall we reſolve 
Hah, With Habbakkuk , to ftand upen onr watch, aud 
241, ook and ſee what he will ſay to w ? The neg- 
. le& of this hath bred ſo many Formaliſts in 
our Congregations. After we have put 
Our Prayers into Gods hands , we never mind 
them more. We would be angry with-Beg. 
gars , if they beg d an almes, and away pre- 
ſently, as careleſs of anſwers, 


The 


_— 


How have we been faulty , in not believing | 
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The lincerity of thy heart would be more yg, pier. 


evidenced , if thou did conlider what re- 


fing God 


turns thou haſt that chou mayſt bleſs God for for an» 
chem , and improve them for God , and in \wers. 


caſe of denials , to be of a troubled Spirit as 
Hamah was , tor that her Prayer tor a Child 
was ſo long cenied. 


I Sam.1. 
IF, 


What mournings haſt thou for that thy Pride, Nor 
| Worldlinefs, Unbelief, hardneſs of Heart, &c. mourning 
Poor for denie 


are not yet pardoned and ſubdued, 
creature, thou continueſt in the road of Du-* 
ty » but obſerveſt not whether God hears 
$ aul went beyond thee : He 

obſerved , and was troubled/, that God an- 

ſwered bim not by Urim , nor yet by Prophets. 
| Have not we by careleſnels, by retwrning to our 
* romits and mires , intercepted our own Pray- 


thee , or not, 


I Sam. 
23. 6& 


Have not we torn our own Petitions, and Tearing 
| \natch'd them out of Gods hands ? Behold the their own 


Lords band is not ſhortned that it cannot ſave 
neither is bis ear heavy that it cannot bear ;, but 


Petitions, 
Iſa. 59. 


jour iniquities have ſeparated between you and "2 ** 


your God , and your fins have bid bis face from 
you , that. be will not hear ? 

How ſeldome have we took Bernard: ad- Nor 
Vice in his gloſs upon, Let ws lift up our heart: ing 


ces: 


. 
- 


with our hands , that is ( faith he ) ler us pray Your» 
We love to employ God to 070998 
But we lit idle, we & Labo- 


and endeav Our. 
ſubdue our fins, &Cc. 


hate taking pains ; we are not co-workers with uM» 

God- I may fay unto you, as Chriſt, 7 goe Je.8.21, * 

away, and ye ſhall ſeek me, and ſhall die inEzth, 

Jour fins, The Heathev ſhall know og br we 
c 


\ x38 Therr ungodluarſs. 


bouſe of Iſrael went into captivncy. for their inj- 

quity: becauſe they trefpaſſed againſt me, 

there fore hid I my face from thew, T hen (hal 

Ac. 3+ they cry unto the Lord , but he will not bear 

4» them , he will even bide bis face from them, 

at that tims , as they have behaved them- 

ſelves ill in their doings. Prayer is a Key to 

open Heaven to Believers ; but it may be (0 
managed, as to open Hell co tace, 


CHAP. XV, 


T heir [lighting the written Word of God, 
eſpecially 1 not reading, and meditatin | 
0n it, as they ought. | 


Profeſ. 8y. Lighting of the written word of God « 
lours de- another piece of wigodlineſs, which Eng. 
{ping liſh Profeſſours have been very guilty of. There 
written #5 2004 fſarer fign of deſpigng any perſon, 
Word, than the ſetting light by what he faith unto þ 
us ; for according to the honour we give unto 
the Speaker , the words ſpoken will be of 
weight with us. But alas ! how hath che Bi- 


ble, Gods written word , been undervalued þ | 


by us ? 
F videNt- How little have we credited Gods written 
1—m=may nor 20rd? And yet it is natuyal for us tO believe 
c.ediring whatſoever 15 laid by vUIie 3 of whole truth we 


it, LL 
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Therr ung itt 5, 139 


*| are confident, Have not Scripture-affirmati. 


an; been doubred of by us 2 How little hath 
our knowledge of them been attended with 
bulding a C hriſtian life upon them as a foun- 
dation 2 Haye we believed that Scripture 
commands come from God , and are moit jult 
and fit for him co lay upon us > Hath this be- 
lief brought forth obedzexce? Have we believ- 
ed thar Scriptmre-threats are Gods-threats, and 
will therefore be pertormed to every impeni- 
tent Sinner? And hath this be/ief kept us from 
ſn, or promoted repentance ? Have -Scrip- 
ture promiſes been believed to be Gods-pro- 
w/es , and that therefore all the ab/o/ute ones 
ſhall certainly be performed to the Ele, and 
all the conditional ones, to thoſe that per- 
form the conditions ? And hath this belief 
ſtirr'd us up , and belp'd us to perform the cons 
ditions ? 

Ged bath magnified bis Word above ll bis Pſal 
Name ; but ſo have not we. Weare apr to 12s. af 


| be afraid at the appearances of the great God Noe ho- 


in his extraordinary works in the World ; but nowring ig 

who trembleth ar the appearances of God in above 

the Scriptyres? And yet Ged appears more T- 

inthe glory of his Majeſty therein, than in all gages; 

his other works , whether of Creation, or of 

common Providence. God maketh more aC- Af ge,” 5; 

count of his written Word than of Heaven g, 

and Earth: he tad rather loſe Heaven ard 

Farth than one jet# ex tittle of bis Word, Acccanz 
= have = ” at counted it no great matter *<dita 

fo [werve a little from the written Hord of God x 

Yea have not we made alight matter of leav- gaurye 

WS from 
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149 Their wngodlineſs, 
ing undone what is therein required , and of 
doing what is therein forbidden ? Were the 
Scriptures high in our eſteems , did we look 
upon Gods teitimonies as wonderfull things, 
Pſal." our very Souls would be in keeping chem? 
219.129 7 by teſtimoames are wonlerfull , therefore doth 

my Soul keep them. 

Accoun» Have not we accounted them fools that hay: 
ting ten- preferr d the Word before whatſerver hath been 
der Con- neay and dear wnto them in this World > Have 
SR not we accounted them more ce than wiſe, 
than wiſe, who have been flat n for the Word , who have 
Rev, 6, lot Name, Liberty, Livelihood, Friends, Re- 
g, lations, yea Lite ic ſelf , and endured all Tor- 
ments and Tortures , rather chan they would 
oftend the written Word of God in any one 


» Either by omiſſion, or commiſſion ? | ,. 


Clu 

Accoun- Gl bath written to us the great things of bu 
ung it 2 Law ( orword) but baye they not been ar- 
thing, counted a ſtrange thing, a thing that we ſhould 
Heſ. 8, have got little good , if we had obeyed then, 
12, and lictle hurt by difobeying them? Have not 
we uſed the Word as a ſtranger , only for our 
own ends, to ſerve our own turns, as we have 

had advantage thereby ? 
Making Have not we made the Word a ſtalk 
the horſe for our own carnal deſigns ? Have no 
: we pretended very great Zeal for the Word, 
borſe, © When all the while we have been Zealous for 
| ſelf, either oar own opinions and perſwaſion;y 
or Our OWn honowy and greatneſs , Or our on 
livelihood > Have not we » like boat-men , 
looked ore way, and rowed another , cryed, the 
Word of the Lord , but meant the other He 
- aye 


| 


cal 
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Their wngodlineſs, r4t 
Haye not even Scripture Dodtrines eb'd and 
famnd upon politick conhderations ? 

How ſeldome have we di, conrſed with others wor walk 
Seripturally ? Tl.e Scholar is upon every 0c- ing of &. 
alion diſcourſing of thoſe Notions , which D eur. 6. 
he prizeth 3 but hath not our ſpeech bewrayed 7+ 
cur low efieems of the Word ? | 
" Havenot we been willingly and contentedly Willing- 
a iguerant of Seripture=diſcoveries ? $0 is notly igno- 
1 the Scholar of thoſe Notions which he affects 7 = 
and valueth. Have not our hearts cryed out Job. w"_ 
many Umes unto the Bible , depart from mw to 
0+ . 

4 for we deſire not the knowledge of Gods wayes , 

14 | <itlier as to worſhip, Or manners , and that be- 

\, | cauſe knowledge is an obligation , yea a prove- 

© | cation to duty , and a ft;ng in Caſe duty be #eg + 

| lehed ? 

Wuat things we prize we ſearch into; But Noe 

? how little have we ſearched the Scriptures , as ſearching 

diggers in Mines do ſearch for gold and ſilver the Scrip- 

" þ inthe Earth, as the Word lignifieth > And 

this leads me to thoſe two main Evidences of /*: 5* 

our {lighting the written Word of God , our 39: 

wt reading, and not meditating _ K, a5 we oy 

ought , which J ſhall a little enlarge upon.  joo them, 

: How have we betn guilty of not reading the Degs. 
Scriptares as we _ That every one ought ,y_ xr. 

- toread them , is {6 Evident , that there is ao 17 es. 
way for the Papiſis to keep men from believ- ,;, 3.5, 

. ing this truch , but by keeping of them from x 1 5, 

z 

# 

? 

? 


x2 


teading the Scripture. No buſineſs can diſ- 7, ,o, 

| dgreay-frem: this duty , and yet how % 2 
this evident duty negleed ? Some have not Dp. 

| den (0 farr wrought upon , when fb Ber, 554 A 


Therr ungodlineſs,” 
their own ignorance and blindneſs in the 
things that concern their Everlaſting welfare , 
and from conviction , that they can know 
ſuchthings only by che help. of che wricten 
Word of God, to take up firm reſolutions 

to undertake the ſtudy of the Scripture ? 
Atall, Ochersnotwithſtanding their reſolutions ne- 
yer ſet upon the reading of che Bible over, 
They haye ſeen no excellency in this book; 
they have ſeen more in a piece of Philoſophy, 
in arational diſcourſe of Divinity,in an inge- 
nious Hiſtory , in a policick diſcourſe, yea 
in a Romance , or ina Play, Polititian-like, 
who preferr'd an Ode in Pizdar before all 

Davids Pſalms. 

Oft e- How many read tlie Bible too ſeldome, 
nough, thinking it too much to read it dayly, to ſpend 
one hour therein every day 2 Hive not ſome 
ſpent ſeveral hours in a day,.in reading ſome 
good books of mens inditing , but not 4 
| y_ of att hour in reading Gods-book ? 
even hate meine. own works ( laid Luther ) and 


x42 


oft times wiſh they were burnt ;- betauſe 1 fear| 


leſt they ſhould withdraw men from reading the 
Scriptures. 


Arighty. . How much greater is the Number of thoſe, | 


noe reve that have notreadthe Bible ar;ghe ? Are no 

feruly. © all of us in this number 5 When have we pre- 

2 54. pred for the reading of the Scriptures, as be- 

7-18, comes thoſe that are going in woto God ( ſo 
going into the Sanfuary, where the Word of 
God was kept, is tearmed, ). 

Tremb<- © ' Have not we read fearieſly? When we 


ling! were going to-take the Biblg po_i_y 
"e 


% 


OR 


| 


, 
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Their wngoallinefs, 143 
have we trembled at the Word ? leſt we ſhould I{a66.2 \ 
wt ſanflifie the Name of God, yea, leſt we ; 
ſhould rake the N ame *f God in vain i our 
reading ? 

Have not we read heedleſly 2 Not diligent- Arrers 
ly marking the Duties commanded , the Sims uvely. 
torbidden, the Rewards promiſed, and the 
Panſhments threatned therein ? Have notour 
thoughts been wandering and- gadding , and 
not fixed upon what we read? When did we 
attend ro Scripture words , as heedtully , as 
Benhadad's Mefiengers did to the words of 
Ahab? 

Have not we read wnbelievingly > Not be- p,. | 
lieving that the Scripture is the Word of God; Vevingly 
that whatever we read therein is true and Dexr. 
good ; rhat the Spiric of God, the Inditer of 29. 9, 
every word-in this Book , did particularly in- Xom. 
tend our good in every Verſe; that inthe 15.4. 
Scripture Life-and Death is ſer before us; yea, Joſh. 1. 
that Scripture words are owr Life ? 5. com 

Have not we read out of cyſtome , and not par'd 
conſcriencieuſly , in obedience to the command with 
of God ? Hebr, 

Have not we read for wrong ends? Either'r 3. 5. 
to ſatisfie oy curioſity , and not tore ulate our Conſcien- 
hearts and lives : or to have matter of diſcourſe, _ 
but not” marter of prattiſe ; to have Striprure p04. 
at our tongues end z At at our hearts : or only , 
to kyow , beitig aſhamed to be ignorang of 
thoſe things , which all Chriſtians know 3 and 
to be able to ſay nothing of ſuch matters , 
which we -carinoc but haye occaſion divers 
times in company to talk *bf, byt not to o 7 
| When) 


I K ingt 
20. 33, 


144 Their wn;0dlixeſs, 
When did we read the Scriptures with this 
particular intention z that, they might be #4 

Pſa, Lamp wnto our feet, and a Light wno our 
119, Paths? That we might thereby be help'd 
105, Order our converſation aright ? When did we 
read che Bible wich the 1ame attention , re- 
Onid eff VEXence » and reſolution , to follow every 
S$tinty. Fale therein ; as we think we would ( if we 
re Sacra 4d lived when Chriſt was npon Earth ) re- 
niſs que- ceived a Letter from him , direRing us what 
dam E- ©9 believeand do, that we might be ſaved? 
piſtola Or as we think. we ſhould a Book writ imme- 
Onmnipo- diately by the finger of God , as he wrote the 
tentis T<n Commandements in two Tables? Why , | 
De; a4 F< Bible is Gods Letcer to every one of us in |: 
Creatu- Pacticular , writren by himſelt , though me- 
raw [+ diately : 7 have written to bim the great things 
of Ay To him, it is in the ſingular 
number , becauſe ro every man and woman 
Hof. 8. particularly. When did we read the Bible ; 
12, as Children read the lat Will and Teſtament ! 
of their deceaſed Parent ? 3 Þ 
Wich Have not we read the Scripture , without © | 
Prayer, **gging of God his Spirit, to help us to une | 
" deritand what we read, and to pratiſe what * 

we underſtand ; at leaſt, not ſo importunate- 
ly, as we would , if we had been begging | 
or our Lives, atthe Barr of a Judge ? Have | ; 
not we ſown this ſeed among thornes , in ww ' 

Feb«4-3 plowed » and have not ſo much as prayed * 
"t0God, totake away the heart of front , and | 

 togive a» heart of fleſh, a teachable, plyable; 

rratteble ſpirit , ready toreceive every Di- 
var ingention { © 1 when Bell wo wn 
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T heir ungodlineſs, 
conſcience of reading cue £criptures daily as 
we ought ? T be E mperour of Heaven ( (aith 
Gregory the great ) the Jord of Anzels and 
Men hath ſent to you , that which concerns your 
Life , and will you ( (hill ) neg left roreadut with 
þ fervent and <ealous Spirit ! 

H ow guilty have ive been in not meditating 
the Word of God as we ought ? How little, i 
atall , have we cwelt in our ſerious thoughts 
upon the matters contained in the written 
Word of God, to the end we might under- 
ſand how much chey 40 concern us, and chat 
our hearts may thereby be raiſed to ſome holy 
affeions and reſolutions ? Though medita- 
tion be commanded as a ciuct meas lantifed 


by God for the keeping of bis Word; though Joh. t. 


we cannot be holy and bappy without it alto- 8, 


ether ; though i: be one of the Profitableſt Pſa. 1 


duties of a Chriſtian : the Reader and Stwdier 2. 
of Scripture may ſee the teauty, and ſmell che 
ſweetneſs of the flowres that grow in this Di- 


| vine Garden ; but ic is the AMeditater , the 
* Chriſtian-Bee , that cathers the honey our of 


them ; though it be che duty by which the 


* Soul di efterh eruths , and draweth forth their 
: Rrength tor its nouriſhment and refreſhment; 
: yea the duty by which ail ocher duties are im- 
| proved ; yethow mugh is this duty negleRed 


7 isthe moſt tedious to the Fle 


by all ſorts of Pcofeſſours , becauſe rhough ic 
be the delighrfulleſt rask to the Spirit , yer it 
'* that ever 


# men on earth were imployed in. 


Hive not many been long Pcofeſlours, and ac ati, 


retit they would tell all the rrach , chey will 
: K | con- 


5, Nor medi- 
i raringe 


T 4C , Y wg eſs. 
confeſs they never ſpent one hony together ;n 
mediating On the molt weighty Scripture- 
truths , on God , on Mans Eltate by Creati- 
on, Degeneration , Regeneration, Glorifica+ 
tion, on Chriſt, on the Vanity of the Crea. 
ture, on the Beauty of Holineſs, on Death, 
on Judgement, on Heaven, and Hell. © Me- 
<« ditation (ſaith Mr, Baxter in his Saints-reſt) 
3 is confeſt to be a duty by all, bur by con- 
« ſtant neglet denyed by moſt +-and ( 1 know 
© not by what fatal cul{omary ſecurity it 
« comes to pals , that ) men, that are very 
< render Conſcienced toward moſt other du- 
<« ries, yet do as eaſily overllip this, as if 
© they knew 1t not to be a Cuty at all: hey, 
e« that are preſently troubled in mind, if they 
« omit a Sermon, a Faſt, a Prayer in publick, 
« or private, yet were never troubled that 
© they have omitted Meditation , ( perhaps 
« all cheir life reime unto this very day. ) 
Arighr, How few have mannaged this duty aright? 
Hth not that winch we call Afeditation been 
Study only? Hath nor ſome controverſial 
point, or ſome nice ſpecu/ation been the mat- 
ter of our Meditation 2 Hereby we evidence 
that we have not ſo great ſpiritual hunger at- 
ter Righreouſnes, as we ſhould : Hungry 
men ( faith one ) do not uſe to ftand and 
pick bones, when they have meat enough 
:0 eat. Huh not ourend in meditating been | 
only the increa/izg of our knowledge , and 
not the improving of our knowledge ? Have 
not we begun this work without God? When 
we were going about to Meditate , have not 
we neglected Prayer for help from Heayen 
þ to 
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:- | togethrough with the work , though with» 
1 out God we can neither know, reſolve upon, 
p nor perform what is good ; for from him, yea 


a. | - from hu own good pleaſure comes both the will 

, and the deed F Have not we idled away our 

- meditating ſeaſons? It we have ſequeſired 

) our ſelves from worldly buſineſſes, and com- 

- pany, for medication at any time , have nor 

y we idled away that time , by ſuftering ovr 

t thoughcs to gad and wander up and down to 

y no purpoſe, to be ſure not to ferch in confi- 

- derations for the tamping holy imprefſions 

t upon our hearts and lives ? Have not we in 

, meditating been without a due ſenſe of Gods 

/ preſence } May not we cry out, ſarely the Lord Gen. 28. 

L was in ſuch and ſuch a place where 1 have been 16. 

c medirating , and { knew it not , 5.e. I conli- 

$ dered it not. Hath not the work of our ut- ; 
derſtandings in this bufineſs been tO retain , 

? and not to convey truth mco the heart ? Have 


1 our underſtandings repreſented what» ſhould 
| work holy affeftions and reſolutions aright ? 
Have they preſented things goed , of a Di- 
vine and Heavenly na;ure as God, Chriſt, 
Heaven, &c. in theit prime and beauty 2 Have 
they preſented things in their nacvre fimply 
| evil, as Sin, Gods wrath, Hell, at their worff'? 
Have not we left oft meditating before we at- 
| tained che end of Medication ? before holy 
| affeRions and reſolations are wrought? Have 
| not we r»(h'd exe of this duty as well 25 rwſd'd 
| wee it } Have not we gone from this work , 
u 2 bjrd out of the _ with joy and ſpeed 7 
| Havre not we as well as begun this 
RY 15 


XUM 


148 Their wngodl;neſs. 
work without God? ngs praying to God for 
ftrength to perform , what we have been in- 
abled by grace ro reſolve upon for God ; and 
for pardon of what hath been amiſs in the du- 
ty? O! when will Engliſh Profefſours be 
prevailed with to make conſcience of this du- 
ty of duties ? « I once more intreat thee ( to 
« viſe Mr. Baxters words ) as thou art a man 
«« that maketh conſcience of a revealed duty, 
« and that dareſt not wilfully refit the Spirit, 
« a5 thou valueſt the high delights of a Saint, 
« and the Soul-raviſhing exerciſe of Heayen- 
« ly Contemplation, and as thou art faithful 
<« to the peace and proſperity of thine own 
© Soul, rhat thou ſpeedily and diligently ſec 
« upon this great duty. 
Confide- O! whata mighty bleſſing is it to have ſuch 
rations a book, wherein are written by God himſelt 
againit rhe great counſels of his will concerning mans 
- Eternal Salvation > Whata fin is it then to 
written have low, mean, yea vile and baſe thoughts of 
Word, it? Is not our flighting of the Word of the 
Lord the cauſe of all the wickedneſs in our 
hearts and lives > Whence are all our omi(1- 
ons and commiſſions , but becauſe we make a 
light matter of (inning againſt the Scriptures ? 
Cerrainly this great provocation hath a great 
hand in our miſeries, and threatneth utcer 
Pray. Tuine to us. Who ſo deſpiſeth the Word ſhall be 
13.13. deſtrozed : Therefore as the fire devonreth the 
Iſa. 5. ftubblezand the flame conſumeth the chaſf;ſo their 
24. root ſhall be rottenneſs, and their bloſome ſhall go 
up as duſt; _ they have caſt away the Law 
of the Lord of of , and deſpiſed the Word of 
the Holy ons of Iſrael, CHAP, 
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Their miſcarriages about the Promiſes. 


9ly, Uch lf »godline/s 15 alſo evidenced in 

| M Profeſſors miſcarriages about the — 
Promiſes of the Wrrl ; the promiſes being the ges abour 
great promoters ol $odlonef in the word , nor the Pro- 
only ag arguments tO induce it , by ſhewing Tiles, 
how God will re-2r4 it : but likewiſe 2s prin- 
ciples of godlineſs, or the chiet mnffrument , 
whzreby God makes Souls partakers of the 
Divine nature, * 

1. How little do we believe the truth of the yyce be: 
Promiſes > How little do we believe that the lieving 
Spirit of God and glory reſts on them, that ſuffer their 
for Chriſt , and lus Goſpel > and that as triby- TuRs 
lations do abound for Chriſt, ſo ſtall conſolations 
by him ? or that we ſhall have a» hundred fold 
advantage by any loſs we ſuſtain for Chriſt 
and his concernments? All that fear of man , 
all that cowardiſe, all thoſe trewblings of heart, 
that are upon Profeſſors this day ; all that en- 
mity againſt the Croſs of Chriſt , which ap- 
pears on the faces , and hearts -of men , are _ 
clear demonſtrations how little the. promiſes ” 
forthe bearing up under ſuffering, for the 
deliverance out of ſuffering » of rewarding of 

K'3 S ſuffer- 


50 Their ungodlineſs, 
ſuffering for Chriſt are believed : We cannot 
ſet the Promiſes again(t all Croſſes. 

Nor pri- 2» H ow I1w are our efteems of the Promiſes 
zing of Ged , of the great and fajchful God, in 
them compariſon os what they are concerning the 
enough. promiſes of honeſt and ſufficient men 2 I ap- 
peal te thee , if a King ſhould promiſe thee a 
thouſand ponnd per am n , whether it would 
not more rezoyce thine heart, than the Pro. 
miſes of eternal Life , which God hath made 
unto thee 3 do ? With how few Profeflours 
2 P44, x. are the Promiſes of God exceeding great and 
4 precious ? 
Not ad- 3. How little do we admire at Gods ſtooping 
miring fo low , a to 0bl: efeanſelf by promiſe 10 ſuch 
Gods warlts awe? God might have dealt with us 
conde- by way of abſolute Severaignty and Dominion, 
ſeention' - = oling oply vpon us commands to do our 
org, RPG GY Ups Us! 
duty , without adjoyning any promiſe of a 
reward , he being our Creatowr, and we his 
Creatures : Ttis his great condeſcention , to 
deal witch us by way of Promiſe, which is not 
only an inlinuation and (ignification of what 
be will do, but a laying a bond or obligation 
uponhimſelf tro do fo and ſo, Herein God did 
more condeſcend unto Man, than unto the 
fallen Angels : they have not any one , not 
the leatt Promiſe of any good , made by God 
unto them, And yet how little are we in ad- 
mMiration ? 
—_— Jones » that are wrapt up in the Promiſes ; tor 
1 Jo.2, Fruit, that hangs on this Tree of Life ? 
25. Thu is. the Promiiſt , that be hath promiſed us , 
| _ fven 
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Not el” 4. Howlittle do we bleſs the Lord for thoſe 
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Their ungodlineſs. 51 
wen eternal Lift, A Crown 13 promiſed : He , ; 
ſhall recerve the Crown of Life , which the Lord J _ Ge 
hath promiſed to them that love him. A King- *©* 
dome is promiſed : Hearken , my beloved Bre-, 
thren, hath not Go4 choſen the poor of this world, Jam, 2. 
rich in Faith , aud heirs of the Kingdome , ?* 

which he hath promiſed to them that love him ? 

Yet how unthankfull 2 This doubtleſs pro- 

ceeds from our difi} !ence of the realicy and 
faithfulneſs of the Promiſcr , and therefore 

that ſhall be another Queſtion, 

5. How little ao we relye upon God, to make Nos rely- 
good bis Promiſes ? How many think God the jog on 
Promiſer as changeable as themfelves > Men the Pro- 
in Boats, being in conſtant motion upon the miler, 
Waters, are apt to fancy, that the Landand 5 
Trees move, as they themſelves do: $6 
many Chriſtians think , as oft as they fail in 
point of fri duty , «Gvd will fail roo. Who 
layes all che fireſs upon the faichfulnef(s of him 
that hath promiſed > Do not we lean partly to 
the Promiſes , and partly to our own endea- 
yO:rs, and the means we uſe, and !o divide 
our dependencies betwix: the Promiſes of 
God, andour own Duties, to bring in par- 
dons, peace, holineſs, or any ontward com- 
forts x 

6. Do not we eye Pronuſes , without eyeing Nox eye- 
Cbriſt ? Do not we dote on the Brac:lets , bur ing Chriſt 


| negleft the Friend > Do not ſome ſer a greater in them, 


value on the Promiſe, than on Chriſt's Per= 

ſon : Though the Promiſes are only the Chry- 

fal Streams of that River of Life , whichpre« Rev. 2% 
ceedeth owt of the T hrone of God, and the Lamb; 1, 
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Their ungodlineſs, | 
yet do not we make them the Primary , and 
not the Secondary Objett of Faith > Who 
look upon Promiſes only as Initruments , to 
bring Chriſt ard che Soul together ? 

Not 7. How little do we hope for the good lard uy 
hoping the Promiſes? Wrart teariul expettations 
forthe have many Profeflours, though they walk 
good of cloſe with God, thoncgh they abtain from tha 
them. which is evil, though taty fal fill after God to 
the urmolſt ot ter power , thoug 1 tliey de- 
fign which way to walk in all well pleaſirg , be» 
ig frunful in every g00d word and work ; yet 
how ca't down , how diſcuuraged are they ? 
how do they pine away , and their hearcs dye 
withinthem 2 how are they as Reeds ſhaken, 
as Ships driven , and cannot caft anchor withis 
the V ail > Moſes himielt was ſhaken, whena 
deliverznce of Gods own prom'fing met wich 
l oppolition : And Moſes ſard * Lord, wher e- 
E xo, $ « fore hiſt thou ſo evil intreated thus perple? why 
223 23« 6 ut that thou haſt ſert me ; For ſince I came to 
Pharavi , to fbeak in thy Name , be hath done 
evil to this prople , neuther haſt thou delivered 
thy prople at all. Tt is Gods wonted courſe, 
to bring lignal mercies under a ſentence of 
death , before we enjoy them : and- yet how 
prevailing is unbeliet, when God deterrs, 
and the Promiſe is obſtruled 2 How faint are 

we ? Our hope is not |,vely, | 
Noc wait- ' $& How little do we wait, till that good , 


ted which is in the Promiſes, be given out to w? 


of them, I may truly ſay ro many , yea to moſt, Te 
Heb.to, have nerd of Patience , that after ye have dont 
36, the w:/l of God , ye may receive the Promiſe. 
, Sure, 
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Sure , TheViſfion «s for an appointed time, and : 
God would ode us A wait - and it tarry ; Hab. 2 
becauſe it will not tarry , beyond the time ap- ?* 
pointed by the wiſe and faichful God : But, 
though God never fail of þ44 own time, yet 
he ſeldome comes at ewrs, and then we run 
into unbelijef , if not impatiency of ſpirit, 
How oft do we ef ntedate the Promiſe , and 
ſer it a time before Gods time ? Patience bath Tam »n 
not irs perfeft wor k , ſo that if God ſave us out 4, 
of our miſeries , we ſhall r.or te able to ſay as 
the Chvrch, Loe, this ts onr Ged , we have Iſa. 25s 
waited for him , and he will [ave Ww: Thu « 9, 
the Lord , we have waited for him , we will be 
glad ard rejozee in bis ſalvation, This b- 
miting the bely One of Iſrael. either as to 
means , ( when wetye up the Lord to work 
by wayes and cauſes of our own ) or tO dayes 
and howys of ovr own bold and impudent pre- 
ſcription , is no ſmall provocation. Hewoft  _ _ 
did they prevoke bim in the » ilderreſs: and Pſa. 78. 
grieve kim inthe Deſert? Tea, they turned 4% 434 
back , and tempted God , and limited the holy 
Ore of Iſrael. Some will wait a month or 
two for the Promiſe of Parcon, that they 
may haye peace in their Conſcierces, and for 
Promiſes of outwards ; tut when they ſee 
nothing comes of tLeir waiting , then there 3s, K;ugy 
"0 hope , why ſhould 1 wait cnthe Lord avg 33s 
longer ? That Wreich waited @ {;rile, but not "OP 
long enough. Weallcw time tothe Phyſician _ 
to cure 1s, ne yield, that Fe krows the fir- 
teſt time to apply cordialls ; Ent we yield rot 
lo mich ro God ; We would have the ſmart- 

ng 


Thery wr >6dlihbfs, 
ins Plaiſter pulled off , betore che Wound be 
healed ; whereas it is beſt for us, to have it 
kept on. David's foot was almoii Nlipt, when 
he ſaw the Promiſe of the Kingdom deferred, 
he amkes a bad inference from the delay , One 

1 Sem. 44) | ſhall fall by the hand of Saul. We do not 

27. 1, Itay our ſelves on the Promiſes , till the thing 
promiſed be given into ovr boſomes. David 
waired patiently ; but ſo do not we : Our 
hearts are not at reſt, but we ſtagger like 
Drank ard: , we reel this way , and that way, 
bur are not effabliſhed and ſetled : /n this we 
are hot confident , that God who bath promiſed, 
earn tye , and therefore will pertorm che 

: word, that is gone forth from an unfeigned 

& 'Jip : We are too haſty in our dehres, 

whereas God knows the fittelt ſeaſon for the 
Promiſe to bring forth : We ſhall have it , 
wherr the time is come; bur we haſten the 
birth , and ſpoyl the conception. The Pro- 

Tſa- 35. per of old complains of ſome , that they 
were of an hay heart : whereas, [Te that 

The a8 believeth, maketh not haſt, God deferrs, to 

16, Pputanedge on our delires, a value on what is 

promiſed , and to exerciſe our Faich. The 
Word, thatis gone forth ont of the mouth of 
the God of enith , ſhould quier ; bur it doth 

Ba. 60.99. FT the Lord will baiten it in its time, 

22; The Loyd will ariſe, and haye mercy wpon 

Pla Lion, when the time to favour her , yea, when 

102, 1 3,'0« ſe time is come, And is not Gods time 

od ks. 

Abuſing 9- How have many abuſed, rather than ap- 

Prowiſcs, plyed Promiſe; } How many dogs take - 

M | Children” 
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(bildren's bread > How many Hypocrites taſt 
of the forbidden fruit ? Lay hold on that which 
doth not belong unto them 2 When they 
read thoſe ſweer delicious promiſes of the 
pardon of Sin , of the love ot God , of the 
jreeneſs of grace , of the glory to come, they 
count them as theirs, whereas they are bu: 
{ ſurpers , they ſer their mark on an%thers 
goods : they are thieves and robbers ; for they 
are ſtrangers to the Promiſes, How many a- 
bule the mercy of God in the Pcomiſes, ſo 
that even the Promiſes become an occaſion of 
ſtumbling , whilſt chey continue in (in, in 
hopes of pardons through the Promiſes > We 
are not led by the ſweezneſs of the Promiſe to 
Repentance z but rather harden our hearts, 
preſuming of pardons on courſe from the God 
of prace : Glutrons ſurfer ſooneſt upon the 
greateſt dainties ; thus —_ venture tO con= 
tinue tO in that grace may abound: hence Re- 
pentance is put off ; becauſe men hope God 
will abundantly pardon , when ever the wick- 

ed forſakes bis way, and the unrightrons man his 
| thoughts, The Promiſes are not made a 
Santtuary unto which men fly from fn , but 
as a Sanctuary to protet them in their (infull 
courſes, God is merciful, ſlow to wrath , he 
will abundaxtly pardon, &c. therefore &c,Do 
not we overlook all the threatmings and ter- 
rible denunciations of God again(t our ſing | 
and wholly pitch. oa the comforzable Promiſes 
of the Goſpel 2 Do not weeye Promiſes,and 
yet hate Commands ? Do not we mind Tem- 
; | yoral Promiſes, with the negleR Gan, 
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Jer. 18. what irſtant I ſhall ſpeak. concerning a N ation, F 


9, 10. 


Their ungodlineſs, 
and therein diſparage God, by letting a deep» 
er value on Earth than on Heaven , on our 
back and bellies, than on God ? Dov not we 
eye the Promiſes that ſpeak of mercy , but 
paſs over thoſe that lead to duty ? View with 
pleaſure pardoning Promiſes, but negle& 
the Progniſes of ſprinkling us with clean wa- 
rer, and that Sin ſhill not have Dominion 
over us? We like it, that God will be our 
God, but we love not to be Gods people, uns 
der his command, and at his diſpote. How 
do we eye the abſolute Promiſes , but negle& 
the conditional > We take hold of Promiſes of 
deliverance, when under any miſery ; but we 
forget the condition : If my people ſhall hum- 
ble themſelves, and pray, and ſeek my face, and 
turn from therr evil wayer, &c. little 1s that 
minded by us, which the Prophet ſpeaks , At 


and concerning a King dome to build and to plan 
it , if it doevil m my ſight, that it obey mit 
my voyce , then I will repent of the good where- 
with I ſaid I would benefit them. We love, 


we like, Promiſed mercies, and every one is þ 
looked upon as an unbelieving Thomas , that þ 


"_ 


doubts of the mercy , but we overlook the | 


preparatory duties of Faſting, Praying , Re- | 


penting and Reforming our hearts and wayes, | 


&c. Hence men dote almoſt on che Promiſes 
of grace; but ſecretly hate the Promiſes to 
grace ; becauſe they find no gracious qualifi- 
cations in themſelves : they love to hear of 
Gods readineſs to pardon ; but they are loth 
co hear that they muſt come to Chriſt for Re- 
pentance and then for Remsſſion ; they _ 

. an 
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many of us do either alcogether negle& , or 
llothfully go about co pertorm che condition 
of the Promiſe 2 Are not ſome of us altoge* 
ther (rangers to faich , the condition of rhe 
'whole covenant of grace ? know not what an 
heart purifying faich means ? We never gave 
our ſelves untothe Lord , yet run away with 
the Promiſes of forgivene!s : though igno- 
rant of the Mediatour betwixt God and fin- 
full creatures, though full of pride and high 
conceits of our own Righteouſneſs , though 
we live in an open diſeteem of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, though we cannot but find an 
incompliance of heart with ſi.bjetion to 


' Chriſt, yet we boalt Abraham is our Father , 


the bleſring of Abraham it come upon us , the 
Promiſes are ours. 
God make ſome lothfull in the uſe of ap- 


| pointed means ? How formal in duties are 
| we? May itnot be ſaid of us, as of the I- 


' | mage , there is ſomewhat wanting within? 
| | Arenot we filly doves without beart ? Are not 


we only bolitred up wich the Promiſes? O ! 
theſe pillows under our heads make us um 
bring V irgins : All is well, God is mercifull, 
&e, but we do not ſhear and get our living 
by labour , we ftrive not te enter in at the 
_ ghe gate, &c. We look for the bleſſed hope, 
t we l;ve not ſeberly, [ know ( ſaith God ) 


How do che Promiſes of 


the thowghrs that I think towards you , thought? 
of 


Their ungodlineſs. 59 
'fain have the penny , buc they cannot endure 
labour. God hath linked his Promiſes and 
our ſeeking together. T bus ſaith the Lord 
God , 1 mill yer for this be enquired of by the Exek, 


houſe of Iſrael , to do it for them: But how 36. 37+ 
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x58 Their ungodlizeſi. 
T oy. 2 of peace , but not of an evil , to give You an tx- 
Oe pected end; but be ſure, that ye call upon me , 


II, 12. and got and pray unto me » avd\ / wal bear hes 
unto you. 

; 10, How nice and curions are ſome 2” apply- 

Nicely mg of Promiſes I Tucy forſooth take no the 


2 l 
ofh Ying ſure in any Promiſes, but ſuch as they think 
no hand touched before their own : They 
_— the plain, clear , open , ricl Pro. 
miſes of the Goſpel ; and if any be more ab- 
ſtruſe , and hard to be found out , by an or. 
dinary eye, they are dily fuck'd in: 
They are only or mainly for myttical Promi- 
ſes. Such think they are delighted with the 
£00dnefſs of the Promiſe , whereas they are 
only pleaſed with the newneſs of it , or with 
their own inventien , and that they can fee 
farther into a Mill-tone than another. 1 
have known ſome of theſe , and I haye ſeen 
what is become of them : their pride and a 
feRation hath led them alſo. from the plain 
paths of holineſs. 

It. How many will not cloſe with a Proms 
Yor aps ( ſuch is their folly ) ::4/ rhe thing promiſed 
piying cill found within them 2 Becauſe their hearts are ſo 
they Corrupt, therefore they will- not apply the 
have Promiſes of ſabduing iniquity , and of puti- 
what they fying the heart : whereas there is no way-t0 
ſhould ger their corrupt hearts cleanſed ,. but by lay- 
them for, 98 hold on fuch Promiſes ; and the longer 

'- -* they keep off the Promiſe , the worſe it will 
be wich, them : There is no other way , but 
by this 4k , to eſcape — and tt 
longer chey wander in this #ilderneſs , the 
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more hard it will be at lalt co enter into Cana 
an : the longer they keep off from the pro. 
miſe, the more corrupt will their hearts grow, 
and the more corrup: they grow , the work 
of the heart-puritying-taith will be the more 
difhculc. 
12, How many of us eye Providences more xycng 
than Promiſes ? and make the Providercts , Provi- 
racher chan the Pr omiſes of God, the Ground dences 
of their Faith? One ſaith well, « The Star- wore than 
« light of one ſingle Promiſe , is of more uſe | ROAST: 
«ro Chrigtians, tian a Conſtellation of many 
 Providences , both to aflure them in their 
« wayes, and tv {uppor; ther under any 
« difficulties. « * | | 

13. Do not we pretend to eye the Promiſes, uſing in- 
and yet w/e indiroth nw: ans to brong our devices to ——_— p 
pe? We have pretended to live the Life of 273% ve 

a 


. ah exein 
ith z bur Gol knows what ſhifes men have ghar 


had , and wicked ( at leaf queiijgnable ) promiſes 

courſes men have taken 3; bow muckewl hath 

been done , that good may come, Have not 

we, tohelp Gods Promiſes to bring, forth , 

turned out of Gods way , reſiſted Dignities » 

offered Violence to known Laws, wronged 

Conſcience , forgot all Obligations upon us , 

regarded nothing that ſtood in our way of Not Idoks 

compaſling our deſignes ? _—_ 
14. How lijtle do we exmaine the Fruits of Pad þ rt 

Gods Promiſes in our own Souls 2 The exoceding ends in 

greas p—_ Promiſes are given, that our Souls. 

we.might be partakers of the Divine nature ,2 Pet. 1. 

having eſcaped the corruption that i in the 4. 

world. through Iwſt.: that we might: purifie our 1 Fo. 3+ 

ſelver , 3+ 


XLIM 


ſelves, even as God is pure : Bur do we look 
for theſe ends to be attained by the Promiſes 
in our Souls? Do we look not only for a 
Change from Looſeneſs to Civility , but 4 
through Sanftification in Body , Mind , and 
Spirit? Alas ! which of us can ſay , Having 

2 Cor. theſe Promiſes , we do cleanſe ovir ſelves from 

Tel. of filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit , and are per» 
fefting bolintſs in the fear of Ged. 


CHAP. XVII 
Their Abuſe of Providence. 


toly, A*7 of Providence is another branch | 
mo of Ut line}, , too much ſpreading | 
Provi® among Profeſſouwrs. God is to be honoured / | 
dence, not only «s the chiefeſt Good , and as the ſ# | 
pream 7 ruth and Authority ; but as the firſt | 
Cauſe , that giveth Beeing to all things , and | 
therefore ordereth and diſpoſeth uf all chings 
as he pleaſeth, having abſolute Domimnon 
over all events: But O ! how is God diſ- 
honoured , by abuſing his Providence 2 The 
blind World are not only guilty, who do not 
acknowledge God at the other end of Cauſes, 
as ſwaying all things by his Wiſdome and 
Power , but ſer up an Idol, called Chance ; 
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Their wngodlineſ}, 6: 

1. How ſeldowe do we ebſerve Gods Provi-,. ..__. 
; | dence? Toe Finger of God is in all the Crea- cg in 
| tures ; not only Ye , but all Creatures {ive , their none 
move, and have their beeing trom God, and obſerving 
| in God: The whole courſe of Nature moves ,'*+ 
* | asic isturned by the band of God, and di- 
| reed by his counſel: Ic is not with the 
work of God , as with the Artificers Clock , 
which, pnt into frame, and hang'd with 
weiglits , - will goe , though the Artificer 
be off from itz; but though God ſet all 
the Creatures in trame , yet che motion of 

every wheel depends on God, There 1s not 
a drop of rain taits , ri; God utter his woice , ed 
and cauſe the vapours to aſcend from the ends of 13. 
the earth : Yer how is God not minded ?. #e 
fee not his footſteps ; We may ſay in this, He 
paſſeth thi: way, aud that, and we ſee him 
"ot. Oureyes are held to ſecondary Cauſes : 
We look when the Wind , or Moon, will 
change; but we are ſo ſhort-hghted, that we 
reach not God, How ſeldome do we confi- 
der , that though Gods Providence doth de- 
liver up his choicelt Friends, into the hands of 
his and their Enemies, yer doth it not deliver 
them up unto their w;ll: they cann do whac 
they pleaſe, bur only what pleaſech God : 
Such of Gods own are till engraven on the 
paimes of his hands , though turned over into 
the hands of the Ungodly : they are Gods Fa- 
yourices ſtill , rhough the wicked ſay , Perſe- 
cute thens y and take them , for God hath forſa- 

» theres, How hitle do we mind, that owr 
4's are 1 Gods hands; and that as Satan is in 
# Chain, ſo are his Inftruments ; We fear 
| L | Men 
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62 Their ungodlineſs. 
Men more than God. O! when ſhall we 
hear that Word of God , Say not 4 confederary 
Iſa. 3. to all them to whom this people ſhall ſay a confe» 
12, 13, deracy ; neither fear ye their fear , nor be a+ 
I4., fraid : Santlifie the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and 
let him be your fear , and let bim be your dread; 
And he (ball be for a $ anttuary, &c, 
Not being 2+ How litile are we affeftcd with the conti- 
affeted nual courſe of Providence, though it guards and 
there- beeps ws every moment ? The Stars in their 
with, courſes would fight again{; us : the Sea would 
fryallow ns up , and break in as a devourer : 
che Beaſts of the Field would arm againſt us; 
if God did nor check them, and bound them : 
yea, one man would eat up ano:her, were, it 
not for the Lord, who 1ers bounds to the 
-rape of all the Creatures, It is the eye of 
jealoulie that is ſtil! wakeful for us : it 1s the 
Lor@, that puts the hook into the noſe, and 
the bridle in the lips , of the Senacheribs of 
the World ; and yet how little are our hearts 
affefted ? how lirtle are they comforted, and 
born up ? how little do they cleaye untorhe 
Lord ? | 
OY On the contrary : How diftruſtful are we 
Iruſting - 9 Gods Providence , ina time of ſeen dan- 
"% ers, though we are wonderfully delivered 
rom invigble ones every day? Who can 
number the legions of Devils > ſo many deli- 
verances haſt thou by Gods Providence every 
moment ; and yet how difhdent and doubtful 
are we, upon all new imminent outward dan- 
gers ? How little do we believe , that God 
will tring in good to us, by ſuch Providences 
© 
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Their ungodlineſs, 163 

e | as are ungrateFul to. Senſe, to ,Fleſh and 

y | Blood? Though nothing is more uſual , than 

» | for God totake away ſome comforts , and lay 

« F in better comforts; ro take away an Abel, 

4 | andmakeitupin Szth: to deprive Noah of 

: the comforts of the whole World for a while , 

and chen to waſh it from its filehineſs , and to 

- | deliver him the poſletſion of it , with mani- 

| | + felt proofs of his fingalar diſtinguiſhing care 

r | of him and his Family , whillt all che reſt of 

| | the Creatures periſhed in the waters: to de- 
prive M ary and Martha of their Brother La- 
zAY 1s »* and to return him from the dead unto 
them with great advantage : tro deprive Job 
of his Children and Eſtate , ro make his bt 
dayes better chan his firſt , and co ove him , 
twice as much as be bad before ; for ſeven thod- 7 
=_ Sheep , he had fourteen thouſ:n4 , tetore Hows 
ie h1d three thouſand Camels, afterwards ſoxwl'ta with 

thruſand; before five hundred Ales, then ag 0 <p 

thouſand ; yer how little can we truit Provi. *2> £2» 

dence in fuch caſes > How hardly were the 

| Diſciples perſwaded, tl at the abſence of their 

Lord and Maſter, Jeſs Chrift, ſhould be 

e | ſupplyedinthe Spirit ? And yer faich Chriſt , 

| Nevertheleſs I tell you the truth, it i expedient f4,,16, 

d | for you that I away : for if I goe not away , 7 

ni the Comforter will not come wnto you ;, but if 1 

- # depart, I will ſend him to you. Chriſt in his 

yk Spirit, dwelling ih our heart;, is better than 

1 Chrifin Fleſh, dwelling in our heuſer, When 

- | the wnclean Spirit departs from a man , and re- 

d 
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turns again, be brings ſeven Spirits worſe than Mat, 
himſelf , and the latter exd of that man u worſe \ 2+ 47. 
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Their ungodlineſs, 
than his beginning; bc when Ciirit withdrew 
trom Earth to Heaven , he brings ſeven con. 
ſolations berter than at firſt , in che powring 
forch of the Comforter , and the end of ſuch 
(in whom the Spiric ſupplies the want of 
Chrilts bodily preſence ) is better than the 
bezinning. #hy cryeſt thou for thine afflift;. 
on ? thy ſorrow is incurable for the multitude of 
thine iniquity, &C, T berefore all they that de+ 
vour thee, (hall be devoured , &C. for I will re- 

ſtore health unto thee , and I will heal thee of thy 
wounds, ſaith the Loyd , becau'e they called 
thee an outcaſt, &c. Nothing more uſual with 

God than to make the loſs of one comfort , 
the means of enjoying another with advan- 
tage, yea with the advantage of the hundred 

fold : Butalas ! molt fear rhey ſhall be loſers 
by Chriſt and for Chriſt. God doth as Mar- 
riners, row one way, and look another : he 
brings molt of his great ends about by look- 
ing quite ade from wit he hath a ſpecial in- 
tent to bring to paſs : the Lord ſeldome pro- 

ceeds in a direft way to his ends , z. e. in a 
right way to our apprehenſions , in ſuch a 
way as we would have him go in; bur he 
ieads us about, as he did ſrae!, and yer that 
was the r1ght way indeed ; though the means 
ſeem to oppoſe rhe end ; yer he works to the 
praiſe of hb) Name » he can write right by a 
crooked pen , and bring honey out of the Car- 
has of the Lion : make uſe of ſtrange inliry- 


ments, break down Jerichos walls by the ſounds 
of Ramcborns : Þut O ! how(lictle do we truſt 


Prgyidence when the means are not probable 
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and lies three dayes inthe Grave ? Ye thought —*24* 


'whea'creeping into holes for ſecurity , when 


Their ungodlineſs, 
to effeft our expe*ted end > Who believes p 
there ſhall be light in the Evening ? And that © *©#- 
Sarah ſhall bave a poſterity as ihe Stars inthe *4+ 7» 
Firmament for multitude,and 4s the ſand on the Hebr. 
Sea ſhore , which is innumerable, when ſhe It, 12. 
was old , had been barren ſo lons , and her 

Lord old alſo > Who will think chat the Sw 
and the Stars ſhall bow to Joteph , when he 
hes in the Pit, or is in the Dungeon of the 
Heathen King 2 How ſlow ro /elieve were the 
Diſciples, when Chritt is dead and buried, 


165 


thit ſhontd have been he that ſhon!d have delj- als 33 
vered Iſrael. How little doth the Worm Ja- 
cob ( Tacob when reduced as /ow as the earth, 


25 yorreneptible as a worm, that no man fcru- 
ples to tread upon, when (o eaſily to be deftroy- 
ed , asa worm ) believe, that yet the Worms Iſa, 41, 
Jacob (hal threſh the monntains and fan them, /.* .« * 
and the wind ſhall carry them away? Alas! , 
how unſeemly is the behaviour of many , if " 
Providence thwarts them in taking away a 
Child; an Husband, an Fſtare, how diſconra- 
ped and caſt downrare-we, & if God in his 
Providence had puted down that , which he 
coult# riever build again , or rooted vp that 
whiclihe could never plant again, O ! how 
few believe that if ull down their brick- 
hiwſet , that be will build them again of 
bewn-floney, and that if he conſmhne their F ir- 
frees , lie will build again with Cedars? Do 
not many afflited Chriſtians think it impoſſ- 
ble for their ſorrow to be turned into joy ? 
K 3 Whence 
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Their ungodlineſs, 
Whence is all our dejetedneſs under Croſs 
Providences , but from our not telieving 
that all things are diſpoſed by the wiſe and 
gracious Proyidence of God > We believe 
not enough that che Eyes of our loving F ather 
run to and fro throughout the Earth ,' ta ſhep 
bimſelf Marvellous for our help in a time of 
need and danger. David was thus overta- 
ken, till he ſchool'd himſelf into a better 
frame , with #hy art thow caft down, Q ny 
Soul, and why art thou diſquieted in me? Hope 
thou in God, for I ſhall yet praye bim for the 
help of his countenance. Few can ſay , God 
our refuge aud ſtrength : avery preſent help in 
trouble. Therefore will we not feaxy , though the 
Earth be removed : and though the Aountaiy 
be carried into the midſt of the Seas, Few be- 
lieve char if che Lord be pleaſed rolay a grea: 
burden upon their ſhoulders , be will pive 
great ſtrength to bear it , and if he gives but 
Iietle ſtrength , he will ſurely propertion che 
burden to it. Whence are all our uproars. of 
Spirit , and diſquietneſs of heart , but from 
our not truſting upon Providence > When 
God is work;ng deſolation., did we ſee'ic bw 
work , we would be fil, David was {0, 
when ſtrangely provoked by Shime;'; inſolen- 
Cy and railings. Gad hath p Caoaey curſe. 
Abiſha was not ſo much c0hcerned in the 
affront, as David , bur he ſees not God in 
the lips of Shime; , and therefore his Spirit 
is inflamed. . 
Alt the boylings of Revenge that are in 
the hearts of men one * gainſt another may be 
Ky ? ”*  @tributed 
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Their ungodlineſs. 167 
attributed to mans blindneſs and injudicious 
view of things , they ſee nor the wicked co 
be Gods Sword to ler out their corruption : 
they do not believe that God intends to pur- 
ſue gracious defigns by f:ch inftruments. 
foſepb was ealuly conquered and perſwaded to 
forgive the unkindnels , yea the cruelty of his 
Brechren in making Merchandize of him to _. 
the L;hmalites , he could ſay, /t was not you Gen. 45. 
that ſent me hither, but God, &Cc. As for you, ye 5. JO, 
thought evil againſt me , but God meant it un- _ 

to good , to bring to paſs 4s it is this day , to 

ſave much people alzve. He inlinuates to them, 

that they had no cauſe to fear his revengi 

himſelf on them; for that he could eafil 

pardon that offence of theirs, out of whi 

God hath drawn fo much good to his people , 

and.ſo much glory to his own Name. How 

Glent would we be, yea how full of praiſes, if 

by aneye of faich we did ſee the end of God 

in all bis Providences , that chey lead to holy- 

neſs : Before F was affiifted I went aſtray ; but Pſa, 
xow | keep thy Word: 1 know O. Lord, that thy 1 19.67, 
[7 ng: are right , and that thou baſt af- 75, 
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d me un faithfulneſs. He for our Profit , Hiby., 
that we mitght be partakers of bis bolineſſe. 12, 10, 
Can we fame at the Phylician tor preſcribing 
a dyet, or bitter pills and potions , if he pro- 
vides theſe for the purging away diſeaſes , 
that threaten our ruine 2 Shall we fly inthe 
face of him that binds us, in order to the Sa- 

F wing us? and yet what. murmurings have we, 

whilt in the hands of the Phylician 2 The Pro. 

folly of -a man poem bis wayes, and bu 19,3, 
4 
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heart 


2268 Thetr ungodlipeſs. 


heart fretteth againſt the Loxrd, How ſhould | 
we honour God, if we did believe, that in 


his hand our breath i; ? 
And care= How carefull are we to pleaſe them that 
velneſs to have power over our lives , and tv whom 
pieaſe.  weare beholding for every breath we breach? 
O! ſtrdy how much you labour ro comply 
with men , and how little withthe Lord, and 
you will find your diltruit of Providence, 
that you do not believe, that God firrerh wpon 

the flouds. 

Juſtifying 2, How oft have we made Providence an ar* 
CEE ww ent to juſt fie our atflrons and ftates? That, 
ares by ÞEcauſe God doth nor ppniſh us, bur tolerate 
Provi- © ys, therefore he loves us, and approves of 
our way ? Whereas the Scriptures and Ex- 
tence ſhew , that there i 4 juit man that 
periſheth in bis rghteonfuef , and there ut 4 
wicked mn that prolongs bis life in wickedneſs : 
The Lord ſometimes puts his [Toggs into the 
fatceit 5, in order to the Slaughter ; 
yea , ſometimes his not puniſhing , 1s the 
reateſt puniſhment,  Z will not punich your 
Hoſ. 4. Daughters for their Whoredomes : God Jets 
I4+ Adulterers and Adultereffes to proſper and 
thrive. Fiierome obſerves , that God deak 
with us, . _— with Children', whillt 
-y: there isany hope of reclaiming them ,” they 
=—_ are corretted hen otherwiſe theyare let a- 
rum pee- 1one, to doas they liſt : Or as Phyſieians con- 
cata con- £1nue their applications , whilſt there is any 
#;vet pe of the Patients life ; otherwiſe they let 
Deus, Fthemalone. How do ſome bleſs themſelyes, 
Luth, that they neyer tafied and prayed as __ 
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Their ungedineſt. 16g 

and yet they ride on horleback , whulſt others 
X foot 1t out : Bot what ſaith Hierome tO thee ? 

Ouands videris , KC. © When thou lec(t- 4 

« finner flow with wealth , and Lraving of 

«« his power: when tLou leeft him very 

« healthful , and to have a company of traye 

e« Children: bravely arrayed; then ſay, the 

« threatning of G00, by al.e Prophet Hoſeab, 

« is full filled upon that man, ' Dives Lad bis 

20d thin gs here, ard Lazarus evil ; Dives fa- 

red deliciouſly every day \ bis milery 1s reſer- 

ved to hereatrer , as Lazarm his comforts are 

reſerved till ceath. Adark the perfelt man , Pſal. 37» 

and behold the upright , for the end of that mjan 

is peace. 1, e.''a cor fluence of all good. 

Whar ſaid 'one of the late Exgl:ſh Biſhops ? 

« It is the common lot of the true Children 

© of God, tecaufettey tave many out-fly. 

« ings, wherewiththkeir koly Father 1s nor 

&« well pleaſed ,. to ccme vncer the ſcourge 

« oftner than the Baſtards Co. If —_— g- 

ft miſs , they muſt ſmart for it. either: or 

© hereafter : riow God meaneth ther 'so con 

«* Jemmnation hereafter , and therefore he giv- | 
/ «Cech them more chaſtning here. - It js ac0n-x (Coy; 
| fiderable paſſage of a very learned many jnx x, 22, 
| weakning the late poſition of fome , #hat : 

God ba TI—_ to theiy cauſe , byvhe 

many V ittories which he bad gives thew', faith 

he , © This concluding of yours will 'by the 

« fame reaſon. infer that Chriftianity is wt 

and that Afabumetifme 14 the irwe Religien ; 

« becauſe whenthe 7 #1 ks afferted one, and 

*the Greeks Church the other? and tha. dif- 
ference 


Their ungedlineſs, 
& fererice begat a War berwixr them ; it is 
<« cjearjchat the- 7 wks were ſucceſsful , and 
« the {Greek-Church was ſadly. ; waſted and 
« ſubdued by them , and ſo remains to this 
« hour in that un-recurned Captivity. Doe 
l-{.9, n0t all things como alike to all > And yet good 

, ticks men , fone of the beſt that ever _ ed, 
have been ſtumbled at theſe diſpenſations : 
Fere 21. Lord ( ſaith the Prophet Jeremiah ) thou 
e« art righteous , yet let me reaſon with thee, 

i « Why doth the way of the Wicked proſper ? 
« Thou art of purer-Eyes ( faith the Prophet 

"FL ab, x, © Habakkyh,) thanto behold evil, and cant 
13 * ** << nat look on iniquity : Wheretore lookelt 
n &* thou upon them that deal treacherouſly,and 

« holde(t thy tongue , when the Wicked de- 

e« youreth the man that is more righteous than 

he ? The Saints alſo of the New Teſta- 

ment were aps co ſtumble at the Croſs , at 

Gods Providences towards tis Saints and fa- 


- yourites , that they ſhould ſufter ſuch hard | 


things : ſo that the Apoſtles were forced to 

- counſel them , and to reQtifie their thoughts, 

- in this particular ; fy Brethres think it nt 

I Pet. 4. ſtrange concerning the fiery tryal : And che A- 
£0 ile P ax ſent T';mothy on purpoſe to com- 
I T bef. _ them, and to efabliſh them , that =o 
3+ 32 4+. apy ſhould be moved by theſe affiiftions : Yea 
onr Lord himſelf knowing how apt his Diſci- 

. ples were co ſtumble herear , preacheth on 


. purpoſe on this ſubjeft. Theſe things heve þ 
: Shoken wnto you , that ye be anefndes: What 
ings were theſe > They ſhall put you out 0 
the Synagogues ( Cxcommunicate you z 
you 
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Their ungodlizeſs, { 17% 
you out like dogs : ) Tea the time ſhall come , 
that whoſoever killeth you will think he doth God 
ſervice. Good men , when they ſee. the 
wicked thus walk on every de ( go where they 
pleaſe , and do what they pleaſe ) they are 
apt, either to donbr of Gods ny mg 
Whether he governs the World, or To call 31s 
queſtion whether they have any relation to Gods 

ecial carg. But Co not we know that, the 

hild is oft beaten , whil& the. Servant or 
firanger is ſpared ! Doe not we know that 
judgement begins at the Houſe of Gad , yeaane 
fays long there., and all that while the tents 
of ungodlineſs may be free : theſe may we 
their ſteps in butter, and the Rocks may. pour 
them out Rivers of Oyle ; they may wax old | 
awd grow in wealth ; their ſeed may be eſtablis Job. 2s 
ſhed : the Rod of God may nat be wpon them: 7 4d 15. 
they may rejoyce in in the ſound of the Organ, © | 
&c, and yet wicked enough : All this they , : 
may have with the Curſe of God , for hey i,” 
fey nnto Gad depart, &c. 6M 

4+ How oft have the generation of the Faſt @,. 7. 
been cenſured for H _ ard ungodly, meey.- —— 
ly becauſe of ontward Providences: Thus was Fob themfelm 
cenſured by good men; becauſe he ſare on che uponthe 
Danghit, who was wont to lit with Princes, C_ 
Let a man be under grievous lofles by Sea:, rd Pro: 
or by Land.,, yea let but a / zper bang apes the ece®? 
band , and what then ? T his was ( lay they: 
ſurely is a murtberer , nhothough be bath Y Al: 2.3; 
caped the Stax , jet vengeance ſoffereth not tog, © 
live : Mens outward. conditions is made. by ' 
Barkari ans 3 yea by Chriſtians , the line ro 
MECi. 
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Their. ungodlineſs; 
meaſure Mens refation to God by, they inter. 
rec love by proſperity , and hatred by adver. 
Ity : whereas the Lord cells us har through 
many tribulations we muſt enter into the King- 
dome of H:x11en, T wonder not at this, when 
TI confheder , that the Servant is not above the 
Iſa. 53. after : When Chriſt was a mar of ſorrows, 
3>4. they did judge him (mitten of God. How req 
dy alfo are we to fay this is n juſt Judgement: 
of God upon ſuch a ſuffering Profeflour, 
\ for------- 2 Yea we cenſure onr'ſelves for 
Hypocrires , when God crcfleth ns tm ſome 
earchly comforts, and deſigns. If a Child dies, 
&c, then we queftion the root- of the matter, 

whether there be a ſpark of grace. 
Maiing , * 5» The more Providence hath favoured nt 
Provis _ have not we the Leſs roled owr ſetter on the Conte 
dence © __ grace ? Hath not God hdd the leſs of 
on hinde>, ot dependance and faith > Have nor the 
depenide * res ſain more neglefted}, ſo that God 
ing on hath been even necefficated ro draw in hi 
Gad, ' "hand of -boutity , that, like the Widdow\, 
by: deftitute , we mey truff to him ? The 
i". -» Coſterns leak apuce , that the Polvntan may be 
a- ' {0 If pheater re /F. | 
Betog dif" \&- Frow diſcontented aye we to this day with 
cmen” Odds Providential adwiniftrationt toward uy ? 
Prove | HOW do we preſcribe to God? Some 'would 


-@ion;- - be richer than theyare ; others more lionou- 
*:-» able: Some covet ro be above others, We 
| bhaye bad memories, or elſe we. cannot but 
* © *- Szethember haw iH'fome of ws improved our 

- "taffents of power and'honour 5 When we hat 


them, Ts it reaſonable that God '(hould be 
ies” ov charged 
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k Phele wigedlineſs, © 173 
. | charged ſoran hard Matter for not entrulting 
þ | tentalents in our hands , when we have beer 
- | ſounfaithfull' ts our former a\lotments ? - Fe 
a | ſwrun-like we wared fat and never were 
+ | more beaſt-like , than when we were in the 
; | greeneſt paſtures. God would be charg'd even 
. | with indiſcretion, it he ſhould commic ten 
+ | ralencs again tothee , till chou art humbled 
for chy former unfaithtulnels, oy 

7. How do we' take Gods work ont of bj; hand,? Taking 
How carefull are we im many things, though _ is 
we ſhould be carefufl it nothing Þ Taough We * 
cannot add one Cubit to our Stature by all Our hands, 
cares; yet what fſollicicudes eat into our 

hearts , and cut them in twain > We ſhould 
ferve Providence in the uſe of means, but ſhoujd 
have nothing to ds with the 1ſſnes and event; of 
the means we uſe , bur leave them to God, 
That which is not under our Power, ſhould nor 
be under our Care. All things are ordered by | 
the deliberate Counſel of God. I retarned , Eccleſ. | 
and ſaw under the Sun, that the race is not to the 9+ 31» 
ſwift , nor the battle to the ſtrong , neither yet 
bread to the wiſe » nor yet riches to men of undere 
ſtanding , nor yet favour to men of thill , but 
ume and chance happeneth to them all, 

8. How dorotten-hearted H ypocrites diſtaſt Diſtaſting 
God, grow careleſs of ſerving God, yea fall ;xu- Religion 
to 4n abborrence of Reli gion breauſe of Gods __—_ of 
frommg upon his people in Providenial dif} 4 CEVErERYe 
ſatrons ? Hence innumerable forrs of theſe 
holiow-hearted Profefſours , deſert their for- 
mer Profeſſion : when the Wind and Tide of 
Prefermen is againſt them , they will not vn 
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Ther ungodligeſs, 

L zard their outward comforts ,, for all the Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel : while they ſee how lit- 
tle Providence favours the Saints as to the 
comforts of chis life , and that Providence 
ſuits not their defhires, they rage and ſwell, 
and are ready to cry out , like chat wretched 

2 Kings King , This evil is of the Loyd , wherefort 

6. 33+ ſhould 1 waitgon the Lord any longer? Now 
Farewell co God, Farewell ro Profeſſion: if 
when the Children ask bread , be gives thew 
ſtones , Farewell to ſuch a Father. 

let. 9+ How commonly do men negleft the Provi- 
ng Pro dence of God , and betake themſelves to their 

videace, own ſhifts to extricate themſelves from their mi. 

and fhifr- 2y;es ? Is man wiſer than God ? And yer men 

_— hope rather to help themſelves by tacir own 

ſelves, Wits, wiles, and endeavours , than by leaning 

| to the Providence of God, Such there were 
in Feremiabs time : God had cold them that 

he had brought them into fraights on pur- 

poſe to engage them to repent of their f1ns, 

* andcoturntothe Lord : Thus ſaith the Lord, 
Jer-l3. behold I frame evil againſt you , and deviſe « 
II, device againſt you: return ye now tvery ont 
from his evil way , and make your wayes and 

doings good ; Bur they loved not humbling 

/ Y. 13. w_ 4 And they ſaid there is no hope , but me 
will walk after our own devices, and we wil 

i... every one do the imagination of bis own evil 
bear: : They had devices of their own , ſuch 

| as God approved not : And have not we 

7 ſome of us) had ſuch ? Hath there not been 

y eviſing how to ſow diſcords berween ſupe- 
riours and inferiours , betwixt Magiſtrate and 
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people > Hath their not been ſtumbling in onr 


wayes from the ancient paths in a way not caſt «p,% 5. 


in an untrodden way ? O ! how have men 
run to extraordinary coprlzs 9 deliver them- 
ſelves out aff their miſeries 2 *For this, God 
may make our land deſolate and a perpetual hiſ- 


ſing, or deriſion : he may juſtly ſcatter w 4, 16, ! 
with an E aft wind before the Enemy , and thew ,, ,, 


us the back, and not the face in the day of our ca* 


lamit J- 


10, Hive not we been partial in viewing the Being 
Providences of God ? Have not we taken ſome pantial in 


one Providence , and fixed our eye upon ity 


ſo long , till our hearts have been ever over- gcc. 


whelmed with ſorrow ? But we have not 
viewed the Providences of God in their con- 
texture, nor in their relation to gracious ends 
for our good : ſome take more notice of ſmi- 
ling Providences than of frowning , of whar 
in Providence makes for them , *and their 
courſes , than of what makes againſt them : 
but others take more notice of frowning Pro= 
vidences than of ſmiling , of what makes a- 
painſt them, than of what makes for them. 
Inthis we have ſhewn our ſelyes fools ; for 


who 3; wiſe chall underſtand theſe things: Theſe Hoſ.14. 


words are reſtritive : Who ? That is few or 9. 
none are ſuch, and then there is an earneſt 
wiſh or deſire of the Propher,, O that men 
were wiſe to underſtand theſe things : the 
wayes of the Lord are right, though men think 
them not ſo, : T 
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Their Hypoerifie. 


Profeſcors 111y. Y pocrifie i, another piece of ! ngodli- 
Hypocciſy H * R ho like —_ , heb dif- 
fuſed it ſelf through the whole body of Profeſ- 
ſors. Ic is the greateſt ungodlineſs , that can 
be, to rob che Lord of his dominion over 
che Conſcience , and therefore Hypocrijie i 
called Blaſphemy. 1 know the blaſphemy « 
' thems that ſay they are Jews, and are not." God 
is not honoured unleſs he be acknowledged as | : 
the ſupream Authority, not only over the life, | 
but the beart 5 and therefore his Autharity i | | 
never more undetermined than by a meerform 
2 Tim. 0 | TA Hypocrites are clouds withgyt r4in, 
3-5- wells mithout water, trees without fruit, _ 
not without leaves : Yea (to uſe Chriſt; (imilt- 
_ tude )cheyare garnicbed tombs : they appear 
Abſcondix t be one thing , but are another thing : ubey 
.quodeſt , to be che greatelt Worſhippers of 
| non (20d ; but. are the greateſt diſhonourers 9 
-—— God: T hey profeſs that they know ( worſhip.) 
Bern, Gad 5 but in works they den z him, berng 
munable , and diſ-obedient , and to every good 
Tit.r,16 work reprohate, The Hypocrites piety 1s not 
Hieryy his religion is not religion ; but oo 
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Their ungodlineſs, 177 
bled and trebled iniquicy. Should not this gas —_ 
make us to tremble at the greatneſs of the jrafcarur 
bypocrilie of clus age 2 O !- How many Apo» videns 
hecaries-boxes are there , that have go/den homines , 
niles and 0: hing in them > How many CuTri- —_— 
ous pittures crawn to lite; but look be-,,, me. 
hind chem , and there 1s nothing but duſt and gances 
cobweb > How many have glorious #gns , moribus F 
but witl-in ill cuttoms : an Anoel for a l19n, A Seculum 


Y: . ire . verbis, cr 
Lamb for a l:gn > but witin are Devils and oa 
Cheats ? 


renuncis 
How many have taken 4H. Religion under ances > 


pretence of its being an kelp ro Heaven , Aug, 
when they haye mae 1t'a means to get earth , Eviden- 
toget cuſtom, credit, Cc. Hence when they oa 
cannot compals', but rather obſtruct cheir forging, , 
worldly defons , Farewe?! to Religion : it it 
contribute not to their private ends , they 

vive it up again, O! How tew have embra- 

ced Chriſt and Truth , for Chriſt's fake , for 

Truth's ſake? Have not molt embraced Cariſt 

and, lis Goſpel , as they have Servants, for 

what they can d0 tor them? and adhered to 
Pcofeſlion as the Ivy to the Tree, not becauſe 

K loves it , but ſucks from ir, atid is ſuccoured 

by it? Have chey not alwayes worſhipped 

the riling, and not the declining Sun Y, How 

tew own the declining linkins cauſe of ChrifA? 

How hard is it to perſwade men to (land for 

truths, that ſtand not wich ticir advancements 

and accommodations ? Hence many now (tand 

le , as the people in che Marke: phce , who 


would not go into the Vinzy 1:6 | rhoe 
were hired. How few will own ny ww; 
M | 
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Their, ungodlixeſs, 
be Chriſts , till they ſee how it ſands with 
their ſecular advantages ? How many New. 
ters now , who once were forward Profeſ- 
ſours? If we entertain him ( ſaith they ) rhe 
Romans will come, and takes away our place and 
N ation. We find the truth of a learned mans 
Aſlertion: He that will ſerve God for the world, 
will ſerve the Devil for the world: He that 
ſerves God for alittle, will ſerve the Devil for 
more : where he can mend his wages , be mill 
ive his ſervice. How many Proteſiours have 
with Abſolon gone to Hebron to worſhip, bur 
all the while have promoted their own ambi- 
tious deſigns, raiſing even ſedition in order to 
their earthly advantages ? 
In how many hath the tongue prayed, 
when not the heart? Theſe have been much 
in faſting and prayer, and haye thought them- 
ſelves much wronged that they were not: 
heard : but God gives them a reaſon : 7'e ſhal 
not faſt as ye do to make your voice to be beard 
on high, The Hypocrite may lift up his voice 
irongly, and yernever be heard : his voice 
for want of the heart therein may never come 
up to Gods dwelling place : his Prayers ma- 
ny times fall back upon his own face, like 
yu againſt the wind, How many have u- 
ed Prayer as an book to draw in outwards 
from God and Man ; but not as a ſword to de- 
ſtroy their laſts > How many have cryed ye- 
hemently unto God for afliſtances in their du- 
ties, cluefly, if aot ſolely, to get themſelves 
a Name in the Earth? How many tell God 
with a brazen face that chey love him , | «- 
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Their wngodlineſs, 

tat they love him with all their hearts, 
whereas they love no: God, but God's, ſome - 
what of God.: they flatter God yrith their 
lizs : they delight nor in his preſence : yea 
all che while chey are ſerving their turn on 
God? Fain they would partake of Gods bonn- 
ty, of Gods proteRion, and Gods pardons , 
but they love neither God nor his Image : 
when God puts them to expreſs their love by 
ſelf-denyal, rhen you ſhall ſee the graves to be 
full of rotzenne's : they hate to ſpend and to 
be ſpent for God, How many tell God that 
they are troubled for offending him, when 
they are only troubled chat he 15 diſplealing 
them , and about two correc them, for their a- 
buſes of him ? They will cry out in Prayer, 
O my careleſleneſs ! (7c. But alas ! It is not 
Sin, but the J:dgements of God, and the con- 
ſequencs of Sin that diſturb them. How ma- 
ny will tell God ewenty times over they are 
aſhamed of their Sins, and within one hour 
after chey are not aſhamed to commit them a- 
gain , no more aſhamed are they , than the 
Sow is to lye tumbling in the Mire > How 
will many tell God they fear him , and his 
Judgements , when indeed and intruth they 
tear neither , witneſs their frothy looſe ſpt® 
rits and converſations 2 How will they tell 
God thaz all the world is Þut as a drop of a 
bucket in compariſon of his Majeſty, and that 
all fleſh is contemprible , when weighed wick 
him, and yet they fear the wrath of Man more 
chan the wrath of the Almighty God 2 How 
many will tell God: char they are contented 


M 2 with 


179 


180 


To men , 
COnceins» 


ing 
things, 


Their ungodlineſs; 

with all his will , and yet their hearts are full 
ot inward ritngs againft the Providence of 
God? How many tell God they believe in 
him, tru(t to his Mercy, depend on Chriſt, and 
Q ! forſooth ali their cares are caſt on Chriſt, 
when God knozvs, their care and work, like 
Bees, is ro get honey to their hives ? The 

mind earthly things , and are ſcraping the dut 

of the Valleys co themlelves , as it they 
thouzhr it thier wildome rather to lean to 
their own providing, than to be beholding 
tothe Lord and dye beocars? How earnelt 
are ſome in W cries to God for viftory 0- 
ver Sin ; buNYecretly hate it not / And doth 
it not appear in this , tor that having dire&t- 
ed their Prayers to the Lord, they do not 
look up, to ſee whether tlie corruption be 
more mortihed , and their love to it abated 
yea or no ” 

How have the ſpeeches of many in their 
conyerie one with another -bewrayed their 
uypocrilie ? How do many covet mightily to 
in(14 on the retinements of hypoctites ,, and 
thereby they eſcape ( as they hope art leaſt ) 
trom being judged ſuch themſelves ?; How 
have ſome itudied to diſprace Sin to. rhe ut- 
moſt , and yet ſecretly cheriſhed that, which 
they laboured to make odious to others ? In 
company they cry down ſelf-love, hypocrifie, 
formality, earchlyneſs, and pride, but private- 
ly they keep up theſe, and make them their 
companions. How Zealous have ſome been 
in diſcourſe for the Proteſtant Faith ? How 
have they cryed out again(t errours , and for 
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areformation ; bur can tell no more of a 
work of God upon the heart than an Heathen? 
How have ſome con:ended for opinions, and 
have put a jus divezum upon ſuch and ſuch a 
way » and counted otters as tietle betrer than 
Parans , that would not ſubmit to their way z 
and yet by tear and fl::tery haye ſoon faced a- 
bout, 

How will fome cry up ſuch and ſuch for perſons 

molt eminenc in grace ? and O how doe they Others, 
love them! when all che while ſelf-love as 
} them, and if they gain not by them , they 
will ſurely have an howbeit to. blot them ? 
They are as the- foreman to. praiſe the rich , 
from whom they hope to ſqueeze ſome of 
their gold ; but bring up the rear, are the 
laſt ro commend them , trom whom they ex- 
pe& nothing of advantage by their glavering 
congue. How much Hypocriſe bath appear- 
ed in our declaimings againit others fins > O ! 
wemult nor ſuffer this : the Houſe of God 
mult be kept clean: ic muſt not be made a 
Den of Thieves, an Hog-(ty, and cage of un- 
cleanneſs : and all chis while their zeal is no- 
thing bur revenge ; a ſecret grudge there is 
again{tthe Delinquent , and now that an ad- 
vantage offereth , they will have their penny- 
worth out of him, 

How many are alwayes finding faults , bla- Thems 
ming Magiſtrates , Miniſters , all but chem- ſelves, 
ſelves > This man wants courage , and ano- 
ther wants another grace , whiltt they them- 
ſelves want all grace, as being meer pieces of 
pageantry, ow many whining Hypocrites 
M3 have 
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Their ungodlinefs, 
have we', that will in all companies , eſpeci- 
ally where Miniſters are , be crying out a- 

ainſt the baſeneſs and treachery of ti;cir own 
| —_— and the wickedneſs of their own 
lives, andre\} in their lazy complaints , but 
reform not ? 

How ſevere are ſore in ther cen ures of 
(Gn in others, as Judah avainit Thamay , ſhe 
mult be burnt > who will now ſulpect Judah 
to be unclean > How ready have we Leen to 
judge and cenſure others, rather than our 
ſelves? To behold a more in others, but not 
the bears in our ſelves? How many cenſure 
Mini(ters for too ſeldome preaching in pri. 
yate, and yer are themſelves Sermon-»lurred, 
as yet they have nor got a ffomach , ſo great 
was their ſurfeit with the former plenty; yea, 
when they have Sermons, negleR thew ; or 
if they attend with their Bodies on them, yer 
have no fellowſhip wich Chriſt in them 2 We 
are juſt like Conſumption people , apt to be 
angry , and fret, it we have not our wonted 
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meals, and the Cooks are blamed for negli- # 


gence ; and when the meat is brouche before 
us, we are even weary of the ſmell of it, 


How many cenſure others for beins to talka- | 


tive , and therefore would impoſe filence up- 
on others , becauſe they haye neither heart 
nor tongue, to yindicate God, an&to promute 


How many are full of perſwaſions of the 
love of God , and of the grace of God, and 


ſeerer du- yet ignorant of the firſt Principles of Chriſti- 


tics, 


anity ; neglecters of Family-Prayer, or Clo- 


let» 
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*. breaks out as ſoon as the 


Thetr ungodlineſs. 
ſer-Duties ? They chink well of themſelves , 
becauſe in their Duties before men they are 
devour and zealous , and carried forth to rhe 
waſting of much time ; but in cheir Cloſets 
they are ſtraightned , and put the Lord off 
with a ſhort Colle. How many, like your 
City Maids, goe in their beſt, are neat, 
cleanly, and in gorgeous apparel, when 
walking in the views of others ; but if you 
follow them home to their houſes and cham- 
bers, how naſty , how foul are they ! How 
many are there whoſe Religion lies in their 
face, habir, cefure : ſeem demure , hamble; 
walk with their eyes looking downwards , bow 
with 4bſolon to the people , and yet their 
hearts full of pride and loftinels ? How off e- 
ven on Faſt-dayes have you had ſour faces , 
and inwardly light, frothy , and unſerious 
hearts? As an evidence obſerve when the 
day ends, the Dog returns to his vomit , the 
heart becomes vain, or rather, the vanity 
that was ſmothered and yn up in the day 
uties are ever : We 
can hang down our beads like a bull-ruſh, we 
can rough caſt our faces , but it is hardly for 4 
day. 


How hath Hypocriſie followed thee from Seemirg 
the corners of the frees to the very cloſet ? © >e _ 
Thou haſt ſhut thy door, as if thou would(t - non 
ſhut out World and Devils , and there haſt cies chan 
fall'n aſleep , or ( which is as bad ) haſt par- they are, 


lied wich the Devil , and pampered thy luſts: 
Hypocriſie , like the Frogs of Egypt , hath 
crept into thy moſt ſecret retirements, 
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184 T heir ungodlineſs, 
Being net {gw few can pretend to/niformity in their 
ſally obe- obedience ? How many will be a:hamed, be. 
dient, Cauſe they reſpet not all Gods Commande- 
Pſal, ments ? ſtill cuey cl-p che Law : ill fome re- 
119, 6, ſerves: they will let go protaneneſe, fo they 
may bur reſerve covetouſnets ; tley will pray, 
hear, &c. fo they may cheat their Neighbour 
under a demure behayiour : or they will te 
ſtri& ro rules of Juſtice and equury amons 
men : hurt they will rob God of his honour ; 
ſome of them are punQyalioa day, to a far- 
thing ( Bluſh , Reader , if thou art ſhort of 
the Hypocrices ſtature ) they will not cheat 
you with a brafſe Shilling ; bur rob God of 
his dus , of his due in the Cloſer , and in the 
Family too. 
Deſiring How frequently do we hear ſome Ceſiring 
ro know to know tle leaſt meaſure of ſaving Grace, 
eng and wl y ? becauſe they would lit down there- 
Caving With, There is not a f{urer note of an un- 
grace, ſound heart, than to be contented with the 
leaſt degree of gra-e , and not to preſs for- 
ward. 
Burnot How p#nerally'do men hate ro be examined 
ro be ex- and tried about their ſtate ? This is a ſure lign 
xe * Of a rotten heart, of a painted-Chriſtian; 
confule int will not endure the fire : Hypocrites 
with & ke lancing and piercing work. How many 
Kers a= continue in a courſe of Religion , and yet 
4 fe ng their hearts are hardned more and more , and 
much leſs *©y know it, and yet will hardly conſult 
ro follow With Miniſters about their ſad condition ? or 
their di- if they do, yet prattiſe nothing more than 
retions, before ? I am confident there are many _ 
mare 
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Their ungodlineſs, 185 


make it their buſineſs co keep up their reputa- 
tion among the Saints, but have loſt ( and 
know they have ) cheir credit at the throne of 
grace 3; and though they have their reward , 
the Saint's embrace them for Precious, yec 
Chrig negledas them , and when they ſpread 
out their tands all the Cay long to the Hea- 
vens , they have no welcome with God. To 
what purpoſe is the multitude of your Sacrifices Iſa. t. 
wito me , (aith the Lord, 7 ams full of the burnt * ©» 
offerings of the Rams , and the fat of fed beaſts, 
and I delight got in the bloud of Bullacks , or of 
Lambs , or of He-goats, «And when you 
ſpread forth your bands, 1 will hide mine eyes v.15, 
from you : yea when you make many Prayers , 1 
will not hear. 

O ! What a Controverſie hath God with 
England for its great Hypocrilie ? We have racions a- 
called our ſelves of the f!:ly City , and have gainſt 
mede mention of the God of [ yatl » but not (© hypocribe * 
truth, not in r1ghteouſneſs. Though you leve l/a, 48. 
paſt for Saints in the account of blind, and 1» 2+ 
ſhort- (lighted men ; yet you are but Devsls in 
Chriſts account : So was the arch-Hypocrnite 
Judas , One of you is a Devil, Of all Devils 
none ſo badas the Profeſiing Devil, Re- 
member the vengeance which tell on Bet- 


| thazz,ar , when he carouzed in the Bowls of 


the Sanfwvary. Their damnation ſiumbereth 4 Pet, 2; 
xt , whothrough covetouſneſs make uſe of z, 
the covering of faigned words, O! When 
will ye put on the new man , which after God is 
created in righteouſneſs , and True holineſs ? Eph. 4: 
Believeit , it thou art a whited well God will ,, 

| ſmite 
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186 Therr wngodlineſs, 
[mice thee. Taough thou get ſome preſent 
glory or profit by thy outlide holinels, yer 
God more abhors thee, than the bleer and 
impertect obſerving World can applaud thee, 
Will a King inJure it , that thou take his 
Robes, and cloath a Swine wich them ? or 
that thou take his Crown and fet jt on the 


head of a baſe Varler? God 1s commg againſ | 


the Hypocritica! N ation, And he accounts it 

a diſgrace, for thee to voice thy ſelf ro be the 

Son of ſo great a Prince , whillt thou art a 

Slave to Helliſh luſts. All you*#do for God 

will not profit you, you loſe all you have 
wrought , whillt aRed by ſelt , and corrupt in 

your ends and aims. Though you truſt 1 h- 

Fer. 7. ''L words , in your outward ſhews, yet / wil 
* * declare thy righteouſneſs, and thy words , for 
Iſs 57 they ſhall not profit thee, Woar ſhall I ſay? 
*:/* There is no acceptance for you to be had 
without the Benjamrs of fincerity with you. A 
day of tcoulle is haftning , and you think 
then to pray , but will God hear your cry when 
Job. 2.7. trouble cometh upon you? If you deny God 
9. your beart , never expect his ear. QOuails 
Plal. you may hav2, but with a vengeance , With 
106.15. leanneſs in your ſoul;, That which God deſireth 
P/al.5 1. and looketh for, is truth in the inward parts. 
6. God and Relipion bave received fo much dif- 
honour by pretenders to Chriſt and Truth, 

and fo many Atheiſts have been made , con- 

firmed, and hardned in England, by the 
Obſervations they have made on Profeſſours 
hypocritical pretenſions, that I fear the ftains 

will hardly be waſh'd away without _ 

a 


| hw_oocomed _ 


IZ, 


a 


4 


” 


Wy" Jrrvg waits aa tw Ac 


Xl 


Their ungodlineſs, 
and ſome probably will be called forth to ſeal 
toche Truth of Chriſt by their death , to con- 
vincemen , that there are ſome real Chriſti- 
ans, who will ſpend, and be ſpent for Chrilt; 
and that whilt many have but 4 Name ro live, 
yet there are a few in ovr Sardss, who are not 


 defiled with helliſh Hypocrile, but love 


Truth in their inward parts, 


CHAP, XIX, 


Their Sabbath- Sms. 
godly wayes , you may 


Luttly, wW 
omit your Sabbath-Sins, 


God hath appointed the Sabbath : He hath 
ſanftified it tor ſpecial and entire communion 


with himſelf. The Law of the Sabbath was 


viven before the Fall ; becauſe man was to 
labour and dreſs the Garden on the fix dayes , 
and therefore could not have that compleat 
and indifrated communion with God, even 
in his eface of innocency , which he mi 
enjoy by atotal ſeperation from all Y 
and heterogeneous employments : But fince 
the Fall , this Reſt is of more abſolute necef- 
bry; for chat we cannot now apply our minds 
en- 
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Hen you remember the evil Profeſzors 


OUHY Wayes, 0 ar #1. Sabbath= 
of you Jet 3 f y _ 


1882 Theirungediiveſs; 


Their nor 
reparing 


or it, 


entirely to matters of ſo different a nature, as 
heavenly and earthly things are. The Sab- 
bath is many wayes honourable : it was anti- 
ently ſet apart by God, it was written with 
Gods own finger in the Tables ; God rained 
Mannah on that day ; it's calied an Everlaf- 
ing Covenant , by way of eminency , as if no- 
thing of Gods Covenant were kept , if cs 
were not: Yea, God puts a Remember On 
this day , and no other : XKemember that thou 
beep holy the Sabbath day. **© If a Friend fend- 
<erhto you , that he will comes and ſolace 
&« himſelt in youx company ſuch a day , and 


© rells you the ſer time , when he will come; | 


e« will he not take itill, it you negle&t him 
«then? If you are full of employments, and 
© other gueſts, and have no leiſure to attend 
© communion with him 2 Thus faith God, 
* Remember ſuch a time , I will ſez it apart 
© on purpoſe to enjoy you, and feaſt you ; 1 
« will then take you into my Cellars, my 
© Wine Cellars, and (after an holy manner) 
© inebriate you with Divine comforts : You 
& are an your other dayes clogs'd and cums 
© bred with earthly aftairs , ſo that I can have 
*therein bur broken communion wich you; 
© but pray Remember to lay aſide all other bu- 
* (fineſs, toreſ from all your other works, 
© that I and you may freely converſe together, 


Bur inltead of this , 


How little Preparation do we make for the 
obſerving of this day unto the Lord 3 Though 
Remember be a Watch-word of ſolemn Prep# 
ration for it ? Remember it , think of wax 

. ore 
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Their upgodlineſs, 

fate it come , that ſo thou mayelt be ready to 
anike it, without any diltraftion by world - 
y buſineſs. Which of us diſpatcherh his 
wortdly-bulineſs ſeaſunably on the fix Cayes ? 
Nay , 1s it nota wicked cuitome , .to. engrols 
nore baſinefs into our hands and hearts. the 
Gay before ," than on. any other Cay of the 
Week? Do not-greedy Proteflonrs {0 up la- 
er. on: Saturday Night, than any other Night? 
Hereby , their hearts axe cumbred with the 
World , - and their natural rength and ſpirits 
wated and ſpent ,; ſochat they cannot with a 
free Spirit waitupon God. Such 1s the re- 
rerence that is due to the ſulemn and publick 
Duties oi De: otion , that they require , not 
only, a ſurceaſe. - from -other works and 
thoughts , for the time of the pertormance.; 
but alſo a decent preparation ; betore-hand , 
that we look, ro our feet, &Cc. that ſo our 
thoughts and afteGions , , which are naturally 
bent upon the World , and not eahbly with- 
drawn from it , may be raiſed to a diſpoſition 
becoming the.day. God alone knows, how 
ofr:the Devil , and qur own hearts , have in- 
tangled us wich occaſions, on the Saturday , 
whereby our minds have been diliracted on 
the Sabbath : Yea, have we not -at times C- 
ven ſecretly wiſhed , that the Sabbath were 
over , or might be adjourned , that we might 
purſue ſome worldly defign., which 1s ob- 
lrued by its interpoſal? The Sabbath is 
the Saints Market-day , or Fair-day : You 
know what preparations are made by World- 
lings for their dayes of gain; would to God 

e we 
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"" Their #ngodlineſt, 
we had learned wiſdome from carnal men , {6 
to fic and prepare for the advantages to our 
That Souls we may reap upon Gods day. 
cuccalling How have we curtailed the Sabbath ? Haye 
ie, not we riſen later on the Lords day than on 
Amo; 8, any other? an4 gone ſooner to bed on that 
4. day than on any other ? When wilt the Sabbath 
be gone > Donot we make it the ſhortett day 
of che Week? O ! It God had reſerved all 
the dayes to himſelf fave one , how diligen: 
would you have been, to take all the day to 
your worldly bulineſs? Tais 15 a Clear evi- 
dence , that your mindare more on your 
P:ofics and Pleaſures , chan on the Service of 
Carl, _ 
Being ſad Hy)w lowring are our countenances , and 
uhen the þ0v lumpiſh and heavy are our hearts, inche 
—_— beginnins of a Sabbath , much more than u 
begins, S I 2 mm £ 
and glad 0N any other day ? Dh rib: this prove the 
when ic day to be no way pleagns to.us ? And hoy 
ends, F chearfull are ſom? 0: us , when the Sabbath i; 
ended 2 Tas heart is not ſo well pleaſed all 
the day, as then : yea do not ſome cheat and 
delude themſelves hereby , as if they had joy 
za the Lord, and had received comfort from 
the Word and other Ocdinances ; wheres 
they are glad that the yoak of Ocdinances, the 
barden of the Word of the Lord, and tie 
Being barden of the day of the Lord is taking off 
hindred their Shoulders ? 
from pro. Hyw many are there , wio would pro- 
faniug it fans Gods  Sabvaths and wholy negle& the 
nM O:dinances of them , were ir not for rhe 
motives, L1wv3 of m2n, and che eye; of their Rela 
” nn - £ (8 How 
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How quieted are ſome when they have at- Satisfied 
tended the publick ſervice ? and do they be. with wore 
wixt and-atter thoſe ſolemn duties refrain Hipping 
their lips from worldly*talk, from imperti- 22; _ 
nencies, from ſuch diſcourſe , as bears no " 
proportion witi the holineſs of the day ? 

When works of Neceſſity and Charity hap- Glad to 
pen our beyond our expeRtation or forecatt , be hin- 
2 we ( ac all ) troubledar them ? Do noz dred from 
we rather rezoyce , becauſe we have thereby x on 
a diſpenſation to withdraw from the immedi- © by 
ae worſhip of God ? And how many negle& 
tO do all their worke on the ſix dayes , though Exod 
the Lord ſo exprelly chargerh them ſo to do, 
that they may have a prerence of neceſſiry ro * © 
60 muc'1 ſervile work on the Sabbath > How 
common 1s it ro dreſs meat on the Sabbath , 
more than on any other day , when there is 
not the leaſt pretence of weakneſs,  &. Here- 
by not only Servants , but the whole houſe 
are to0 much in 1abour and deltration, and 
hindred ( if not from che ſolemn Aſlemblies, 
yet ) from Family, and Cloſet worſhip, 

How do many goſip, complement, and fealt x ,ciag 
away ( abroad ) che day of the Lord ? or elſe coo much 
eat © an exceſs at home , and thereby make on the 
them ſelves firter tor a bed , than to wait on 93Þvath, 
the Sanftuary, to hear Chriſts voice , to me- 
ditate on his love , and to feed in his pleaſant 
paſtures ? 

How carefull are we to keep our ſelves, Stealing 
and ours , from pilfering from our Neigh- G24 
boar ? but noe from ſteating from God his **: 
ume ? 'yea are not ſome Governours ſo un- 


godly 
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193 Thetr ungodlineſs. 
godly, unmercitull, cat chey will allow their 
people no time but the Sabbath to recreate 
themielye> trom their labours ? It they need 
recreation , you have more time than God 
hath reſe:ved, ſure you ſhould no: Real from 
Gol to pleaſure them. 
Nor per- 1 che diſcharge of the works of mercy to 
forming Man and B:a't, Do not we reſpe& more our 
duties of own commodity , than the will of God, than 
mercy the diſpenſation of God, and the creatures 
arigit, neceſſities ? Are theſe works of mercy atten- 
ded wich ſuch fpiritual meditations , as they 
do afford us, if our hearts were holy ? 
N How tew bleſs God for giving them one 
ot bleſ= 1. "han 4 arp ip o, 4 
fins of 0(ay> WAETCn they may lighten their hearts ot 
Gol for all worldly cares , and throw off all griefs and 
che Sab- ſecular cumyers , and may ſeek for relief and 
bath. comfort in their,God ? 
Careleſs  Pernaps the Malter obſerves a day unto the 
arcicis . . 
whethee Lord ; but how careleſs is he , thar his Sons 
thoſs ua- and Daughters, and all within his gate honour 
derthen the day of che Lord ? Do not many Profelling 
oblerve Governours of Families let them ſleep away 
_ the Sabbath, that they may be the ficter for 
*- their dradgeries the. following week ? O! 
when will Governours be as diligent , that 
their Servants and Houſhold ſerve the Lord, 
as that they ſerve themſelyes ? You have been 
caretull char your work were done on the 
week ; but carele(s whether Gods work were 
done by them on the Sabbath : careleſs whe- 
ther your S2rvants profited by the Sa>bath yea 
orno? When will Gods glory and the good 
of your peoples Souls be nzarec tro you than 
your 
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your worldly adyafitages? You aik your Ser- 
vants , what work they have done for you 
every day, and call clien co frequent ac- 
counts for your gains-ſake, and what? never 
reckon with rhem apquy their Spiritual Soul- 
work ? O! how little is the love of God 
ſhed abroad in. your hearts ? 

How july may God be angry with us, till 
he hach conſumed ns, for our defiling the day 


193 


; | of the Lord*It wasGods expreſs Law,that eve- Exod. 

. | ry one that defbleth it [bould ſurely be put to death. 31, 1 to 
y | Whenthe people were weary of the $abbath, | 
when rae y ſaid , hen will the new Mo be Amos $. 
e | gone that we may fell corn? and the Sabbath «. | 


ie | dwelleth therein? and it ſhall riſe up wholly ar a 

ns | floud, and it ſhall be caſt out and drowned, as by 

ar | the floud of Ezypt. And it ſhall come topaſry, g, 
1g that day, ſaith the Lord God , that I w;l! 

w | cauſe the Sun to go down at Noon, ond I will 

or | darken the E arthyin the clear day, Andl1 willy, ,o; 
| tary your Feaſts into mourning, and aff your 

x Songs into lamentation, &c. Behold the dayes __ 
1, | come y ſaith the Lord God, that! will ſend a © © 
n | Famine in the land , not a Famine of Bread, 

ie | nor «thirſt for Water, but of bearing the Word 

re | of the Lord. And they (hall wander from Seay, 17, 
e- | foSea, and'from the North even to the Eaſt , 

ea | they (hall ran to and froto ſeth the Word of the 

od | Lord, and ſhalt not find ot. 

an 

ur N CHAP. 


that we may ſet forth wheat, &Cc. The Lord v7. 


ſmore by the excellency of Jacob , Sarely I mill- 
| never forget any of therr works. Shall not they, $, 


land tremble for this, and every one mourn that 
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CHAP, XX, 


Their miſcarriages about Heart- 
eXamination, 


Profelzors He more that the Lord of Heaven 
þ 4003 chargeth vs with a Duty , the more 
es abour inexcuſable are our negleas of it; 
lf exa- There are few things more cem- 
mination. manded us, than to try and examine our heart; 
and lives : Examine your ſelves, &c, Prov 
| your ſelves, &c. Weare apt to be ſtrangers 
13* 3+ \ to,our ſelves, to cheat our ſelyes with yain 
preſumptuous hopes, to reſt in notions; 
therefore «avis TUpaEs/1, E xamine your ſelves, 

take an experimental knowledge of your 

ſelves : We are apt to prove others, and cen. 

ſure them ; therefore ins); Fonexakils, Prove 

your own ſelves, begin at home , try your 

ſtate , try your actions, bring the mertal to 

the rouchſtone, ſee whether it be ſound oc 
counterfeit ; try your Faith, whether it be 
Fermporary or aving ; prove your Repent ance, 
wdker it Ehriac Aþ or ſuperficial ; penvers' 

your Love , whether it be ſincere or bypocr;ti« 

cal ; and your Obedience , whether it be wni- 

Dent. 4. Ver{al or partial, Know therefore , and conj- 
39, dr jt thineheart , makea return or anſwer 
| 0 
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Their miſcarriages about Self tryal. 


to thine heart, Commune with thine own heart, F [4.4.4 
hold intelligence with it. Let a man examine 1 Cor, 
himſelf. Let us ſearch and try our wayer. But _ .28, 


yet notwithſtanding theſe InjunRions, | 
1. How many art there, that never ſet about 40+ 


thi Duty > They will Pray , &c. but will Their o- - 
not be perſwaded to look inward : They are the Dove 
as great ftrangers to their own , as tO others glroge= 
hearts, They are at no pains, to try in what thery 


Rate they are : They will not try , whether 
they are new-born , or not ; whether ſan&i- 


pare chemſelves with the CharaRers, which 
are given by Miniſters and Books, to ſee 
Fhether they be in the gall of bitterneſs, or 
not, inthe bond of iniquity, or not : They 
never examine what Juſtification , and juſti- 
fying and ſaving Faith be , and wherher they 
are juſtified , and ſhall be ſaved , like Gallio , 
Little caring for theſe things : They examine 
which way they may be greater in the World, 
how to add to the heap, how to load them- 
ſelves with thick clay , how to eſcape the 
wrath of man , how t6 prolong their dayes ; 
but not how to prepare for Eternity , and 
how to make ſure of Heaven : You ask one 
another , what news from Navies, from Ar« 
mies, from Court, from Country; but when 
did you ſpend one hour to ask your hearts this 
ſerious queition, O my Soul | whatwill become 
of thee , when thou leaveſt this earthly T aber- 
nacle> We travel any where , but where we 
ſhould ; We afe berter read in any Book , 
| | N 2 ” than 


Not ex#+ 
fied, or not ; whether a ſaving change hath ate 
paſt upon them, or not : They will not com- Eſtares; 


196 Their miſcarriages avout Self-tryal. 


Nor 


than in the ſealed Book, of our own hearts : 
We are not at all for a perſonal treaty with our 
own Conſciences : We are too much prying 
into other mens hearts , but our eyes turn not 
inward:We know not how it is with our Souls, 
and what will become of them , and we have 
no mind te know ſuch matcers. 

As we commune not with our hearts about 
Our States, ſo we do not commune with them 
abour our At;ons , neither before , nor after 
the doing of them : Before we at , we do 
not adviie with our Conſciences, whether , 
what we be about todo, be lawful or unlaw- 
ful; and if lawful , whether expedient or in- 
expedient: After we have acted , whether 
Our a&tions be good or evil. , How many are 
contented , ſo the matter be good , but Cxa- 
mine not themſelves about rhe manner , pron 
ciples, 'ends, and motives? Though the 
Children of /ſrae! knew , by the Word of the 
Lord, and from Abraham their Father , that 
Canaan was a Land flowing with milk, and 
hazey , yer they ſent Spies , and ſearched it, 
and thereby were confirmed : If men had ne- 
ver ſo much confidence of the goodneſs of 
theirPrayers, Cc. yet for Confirmation-ſake, 
they ſhould ſend down Spies into their hearts, 
to ſee the Cluſters of their Zeal and AﬀeRi- 
ons, the utmoſt of the goodneſs of them : 
Bat alas ! how many wholly negle& this ne- 
ceſſary and poſſible Duty ? If all were like 
theſe , God might take up lus old complaine, 
No man cryed out, What baveT done? Or, O 


my heart 1 bat bath God done for thee ? 
2, How 
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be Their miſcarriages about Self-trqal, 197 
2. How backward are 4 more refined ſort of. The 
Profeſſonrs to a compliance with this Duty * yack- 
How oft have your Miniſters invited you 5 wardneſs 
beſeeched you, co hold intellgence with your of = 
own hearts, and yet cannot prevail > How _ wn 
+ | backward are the beſt to keepa ſtriteye up-" "©t 
on their little houſe within , to ſee what is 
done within thoſe doors? We are apter to 
ſtudy others lives, yea hearts, than our own. 
If the beſt knew , how much work lies within 
doors , they would not be ſo much abroad, as 
. | theyare. 
3. if we de examine our hearts , yet wot by Not mat 
the Word of the Loxd. God would have us to king ule 
try and prove owr ſelve;; then there muſt be Y* 
ſome meaſnring Line, lome Standard , ſome iy, Rule, 
Rule , to try our ſelves by ; but herein we 
, | are hugely defeQtive : We try our ſelves by 
ſome ſudden pangs , or by the good opinion 
| ofothers Concerning us , or by the lives of 0. 
thers, ( we being in an Hoſpital , where e- 
very one almoſt is lame and defeQtive ) or by 
ſome other eafie Rule , that we our ſelves 
frame unto oor ſelves , and ſo miſerably chear 
our ſelves. O ! how loth are we , that the 
light of Gods Word ſhould be let down into 
the dark Cells of our hearts, for want where- 
| of , there is much duſt unobſerved , and not 
wept away ? How lothto try (tates or a&ti- 
ons by the Scripture , though thereby they 
. muſt be tryed ar the laſt day? He is a good 
Text-mays, that compares Scripture with 
Scripture : and he is a good Chy;ftian , that 
compares the Scripture and his own heart to- 
N 3 gether , 
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gether , that credits his own heart only, | , 
when it hath the conſent ot the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, making them # mprres in the deciſi- 
on of all his Soul-controverfies. Have re- 

2 Pa.1. courſe to the Light that (hiner #n 4 dark place : 
19 '** Butalas! Woo obeys thu form of wholeſome 
word; ? 

Lag 4 How overly and ſup:1ficial are many in 

icial the examining themſelves by the Word ? How 
therein, few do examine their Srare, or their «A Fong f 
; fully 2 Though our hearts be very great Im- 
Jer.[17. poſtours, decertful above all things, , great Sup- 
9g. planters, full of guile; though there be thou- 
ſands and thouſands of Luſts that lye hid in our 

hearts, and Deceics like the Sands on the Sea- 

ſhore , yet how careleſly do we ſer upon this 

work ? We take no pains in it. 4 

" FIRES, - H ow ſeldome are we in this work ? Some 
Celdebie deferr it till a Sacrament , and then perhaps 
n ir, the houſe 1s ſearched for the leaven : whereas 
; we ſhould keep a petty Seſſions in our hearts e- 
yery day , and do what we can to know the 
bottom of the projets , devices , workings 
of our heats. © When going to Prayer , we 
« ſhonld examine our ielves, whether we 
© have clean hands , and pure bearts, whether 
«we are double-minded; it ſo, there is no 
* drawing nigh to God : And when we come 
4+% «off from the Duty , we ſhould conferr with 
* our hearts, what enlargements, quicknings, 
* meltings , humblings we had in che Duty; | 

<« what promiſes , what threats were applyed 
* by the Spirit;zwhether we ſaw the face of our 
« Beloyed , or not ? When going to a Ser- 
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« won, We ſhould examine in what potiure we 
« are to meet with God , what Oyi we want, 
« chat we may be lupplyed ? When going to 


« our Beds, we ſhouid examine our hearts , *. 


*how the day hath been ſpent, what fins 
« were committed , what Duties, and how 
« diſcharged, what tempra:ions were reliſted , 
« what mercies received, and what growth 
«and increaſe of grace we have obtained ? 
« When goins to /;'t , this Duty ſhould be 
&« raken up betore and aſter : Before , thus, 
« Wherein may I honour the Lord my God in 
* ſuch company ? what are their wants , that 
&© I may endeavour to ſupply them 2 what are 
« their temptations and diſcouragements , 
e« that I may labour to ſupport them ? what 
*« are their graces and beſt attainments , that I 

t by them? Aftey, thus, O my 
©« heart ! What good did(} thou do or receive 
« jn that company? waſt thou eyes to the 
&« plind , feet to the lame? Gidſt thou labour to 


« bring thy Friends nearer to Jeſus Chriſt? , 
© or haſt thou more rs and prejudiced 


©< them, from and againf# the way of truth ? 
* O my heart ! Didtt thou take heed to thy 
© wayer, that thou d1dit not fin with thy tongue? 
« Didſt thou keep thy month as with a bridle? 
« When going into che Shop , or Field, yer 
© wich /ſaack thou art to medicate there, and 
« conferr with God and thy heart, thus, O 
©* my heart! for whom doſt thou labour , for 
« Self , or for God? whoſe Servant wilt chon 
© be to day, the Porlds, or Chriſfts? O my 
© heart ! How many ſnares are there in the 

N 4 « World ? 
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& World? what a dirty place iis the World 2 
« and how great is thy danger , it God pre- 
e« vent 'not by ſpec al grace? O my Soul! 
& What need haſt tou ot Almighty power to 
s keep thee, that thou maj elt retain thy wee!» 
« nefs in ſalt waters ? 

But alas ! How ſeldome do we refle& on 
our words , or ſilence ; on our peeking , or 
bearing; on our beliaviour abroad, Or at home? 
When do we conlider , what our affections 
were molt ſet upon , in ſuch and luch a place, 
in ſuch an hour ; and what our demeanour 
God-ward , and toward our Neighbour, was ? 
We co not believe Bernard , who tells us, 

Bern, in1f we would examine our ſelves as oft a1 we need, 
Cant, we muſt do it alwayes. And Chryſoftomes pa- 
raphraſe and counſel on Pſalm 4. 1s of as lit- 


ry day, have a little Book, in thy Conſcience y 
and write therein thy daily tranſpreſrions , and 
when thou layeſt thee down on thy Bed, bring 
forth thy Book, and take 4n account of thy 
finnes. 

"0 6, Do not we grow weary of this work, be- 
> fore it be brought to any conſiderable Iſſue ? We 
the work , agg before we come co the np-ſhet. Still 
before ſome were learning, and never came to the know- 
they have /edpe of the truth ; And ſo ſome (pretend at 


broughe 


i” 2s lea(t tO ) be alwayes trying; but they bold not 
anilsue,. Faſt * They try rheir hearts, as ſome did traths, 
| * till they be wholly ſceptical, as ignorant whe- 
ther converted, or no , as ever : They know 
not more this year , than they did ſeven years 
fince 3 but hang betwixt Heaven and Hell, in 


A 
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tle credit with us , Let this account be A eve-4 
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1dubious fate , tor want of kit or pains tO 
decide this matter, We are not reſolute and 
peremprory enough to have an account of our 
Souls, yea ſuch an one , as that we may have 
boldneſs in the preſence of Chriftt, When 
David thought on God , and was troubled, he 
never gives over his heart, till he ended this 
controverhe : He communed with bis heart , 
ard made a diligent ſearch, We ſhould com- 
mune , till we know , whether we be natural 
or fþiritwal; and accordingly be humbled 
ereacly, or greatly rejoyce 1n God our Saviour. 
But alas ! This Age is (irangely dull and ſlug- 
viſh : thoſe Duties , that will coſt expence of 
ſpirits , and call for the labour of the mind , 
we wholly omit , or do them very negligent- 
ly, « Reader, Could I but prevail with thee, 
« to ſet in good earneſt upon Occaſional Me» 
&. ditation , and Heart. Examination , and So- 
 lemen Meditation , and Self-T ryal, 1 ſhould 
« bleſs the Lord as long as I breath for this 
* enterpriſe of mine. T he ſearcher of hearts 
« knoweth , that I rook Pen in hand on rhis 
« deſign, to labour with thee in order to in» 
4 (ide Duties , that thou might' not be con- 
"(rented with a Frm of Godlineſs, and reſt in 
« the external part of Religion : that more 
* work might be done within doors, in Clo- 
«U[ets, Hearts, O that you wonld re- 
«form! Not paſs on to another Chapter , 
* till you have engaged your ſlippery inccon=- 
* {tant hearts, to attend on this neceſſary 
« Duty! Take a few Confliderations to im- 
« pell you, 5 s 

1, The 
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Motives 1, The very Heathen will riſe up in judge+ 
ro this went to condemn you , if you neglett this duty. 
gee" A Roman Puiloſopher every night , before 
Hedhens he flept » would examine himſelf thus, Oued 
clſc will malum hodie ſaneſti, &c. What ſin haſt thou 
riſe up in oppoſed > wherein art thou bettered ? Cato allo 
2 would daily at evening call to mind, what ever 
0 he had ſeen, read, or done that day. T uſe ( Naith 

Senica every evening ) to plead my cauſe with 
my ſelf : when the candle 1s gone, and all ſilent , 
F review all that I have ſaidor done i the day : 
T bide nothing from mine own ſcrutiny : 1 paſs 
by nothing. Pithagor as gave alſo chis ſevere 
rule to lus Scholars , that they ſhould no night 
ſuffer ſleep to ſeize their ſenſes, till they had 
three times recalled the accidents and paſſages of 
the day , what evil bave I committed ? what 
good have 1 omitted ? Except your Righteon|- 
neſs, exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees ( (aith Chriſt ) ( may not I ſay, of 
the Heat hen ) how can you hope for Salvati- 
on? O ! how hath thine heart cheated thee 
with vain confidences 2 How halt thou cry- 
ed, the T emple of the Loyd : I have Abrabaw 
to my Father : whilit moral Heathens have 
been better acquainted wich their hearts,rthan 
thou art ? 
Senficive Yea, 2. The very ſenfitive creatures may 
arg ſhame thee into the prattiſe of this duty. Go 
os _ thou ſluggard to all the fouls of Heaven. Do 
rs on itinthe Sun , and view themſelves, 
look inward ro themſelves, tarn every fea- 
ther to-ſert it at rights ? Do they not look over 
their feathers , and pick out and chrow = 
caat 
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that which is bad , and ſer others in their pla- 
ces, when miſplaced. , 
Nay, 3. 70 your ſelves will be judges of your We ſhall 
ſelves. You take the glaſs, and what is amiſs e1'c be 
in the bar; in the face, in the body, you retl;- _ 
e by it: and what? no obſervation to be — 
made of the faces of your Souls? O! take the 
word of God; and make uſe of this glaſs, 
which now is in thine hand : doth it ditcover 
no ſpots, no negletts, no failings? O! view 
thy telf, and humble thy ſelf, refle& on thy 
ſelf , and conferr with thy ſelt , till thou arc 
aſhamed , till chou abhorreſt and loarheſt chy 
ſelf before the Lord, 
4+. You have a ſure ſign of kypocriſie on you, The neg+ 
whilſt this duty lies negiefted ; for all the up- _ - 
right have been yery carefvll to commune with p f p. 
their hearts , tO ſearch their hearts, to make 1; oo "R 
diligent ſearch , leſt any luſt ſbould be cove- ge, © 
red , a5 Rachel covered her Z/dol; , or as Sawl 
was bid in the ſtuff. Nothing is more defired 
by a (incere Soul, than to be throughly ſearch- 
ed: examine me O Lord, as Artificers do Pſa. 26, 
whether their gold be weight or no: and 2. 
prove me, as Artificers do their filver in che 
fhre : try my reins and my heart 5 the moſt in- 
ward motions of my Soul : ſearch me more 
— throughly than the world can do. 
Un _ hearts have one Dalzlab , they have 
one houſe of Rimymon , that theycannot C 
to be cab Fan and found out : they are lo: 
to ſearch too farr , leſt they ſhould ſee 
they are unwilling to ſee , and ſo be put 
on judgeing and condemning themſetve or - 
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that, which they love beyond an Eye, or an 
Hand. 

5. Othe ſad conſequences of the negleit of 
this duty | By this negle& your bearts will 
become c.rreleſs , for that they are not call'd 
to an account , as Servants and F attors are 
wont , when their Maſters neglect to exa- 
mine them, Hereby Sins will grow bolder 
with you , and the more ealily beſet you ; 
for that you examine not wherein "their 
ftcength lies , and which way they oftneſt pre- 
vail over you. Hereby the work of Reper- 
tance will be obtrufed ; for that innumerable 


+ Sins, which you are daily guilty of , will paſs 


AMica, 
6. 8. 


away unobſerved, with thoſe Eircumſtances 
attendins them , which make them of the 
greater magnitude. . Hereby your wicertain- 
ties abour your ſpiritual eſtate will remain : it 
may be converted, it may be not, it may be 
a Son of God , it may be not, bur a Child of 
Hell : ic may be a Believer, ir may be an 
Enemy to God , .and one of Gods curſe. 
Hence will follow great dejefedneſs under e- 
_ Providence of God : no condition wil 
pleaſe you, whilt doubting and ering : 
you will be apt co fear whether —_ © od be 
in mercy, your dayes in mercy , your liberty, 
yea the Goſpel in mercy toyou : you will 
link under adyerſity ; for you cannot ſay, the 
Lord i my portion ; you know not whether 
God will be your ffrong Tower, Fortyeſs, &C. 
ou cannot manage any duty well , whillt this 
liesnegleted. How can you walk before God 
with an humble heart, when you know _ 
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what your hearts are ? How can you ſerve him 
with a» wpright heart, whilſt a ſtranger to 
this duty 2 The very Hearhens knew how ne- 
ceſlary this was to all their duties, and there- 
fore diſcreetly cauſed to be writ over the 

Temple at Delphos , 160 enavler , Know thy 
ſelf. Miſerabl: are the diſappointments that 

will attend Engl;/þ Proteſlours , unleſs chey 

fall into a compliance with this duty : you will 

dye deluded : like the fooliſh Virgins, you will 

not know your undone condition , till it be 
too lace: youlie deceived in matters of the 
greateſt and higheſt concernment : you are 
cheated hitherto in things of eternity : you 
are vexed, when deceived by a Friend , when 
ſupplanted by a Neighbour : O ! how will it 
pierce your Souls, to be cheated by your 
felves > When we would exclaim again(t a 
Knave, we ſay, he will cozen his Father; 
the nearer the Relation , the more ow che 

Cheat: O! buthere is one that lies in thy 
boſome , and thou and ;t, go to cheat each 0» 
ther continually, Let no man deceive himſelf: 1 Cor.3; 
it ſeems we are aptto do ſo : ButO! how 18, 

reat will your confuſion be when this deceit 
ſhall be manifeſted , when you ſhall ſee your 
ſelves fruſtrared of all your hopes , and the 
glory, your hearts promiſed you ? How will 
you be confounded, when you ſhall ſay, we 
locked for H eaves ; but behold Hell: we looked : 
| for Salvation ; but behold Deſtruftion: -we look= _ 
ed to be made perfettly H appy ; but ( © how 
our hearts have cheated us / F we muſt be dam- 
ned ; we thought we had as good hearts as any 

i a 
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as true Faith , as ſound I _ , 4s cordial 
love to God ," as any of our Neighbours , as any# 
Preciſians of the Countrey : we fools counted 
their life madneſs , &c. O! what daggers and 
ſwords will theſe fruſtrations be to you ? 
Weand 6. If you be loth to ſee how it is with you now, 
our bow will you be able to behold what ſhall be ſeen 
» ol at the day of Judgement? Though you now 
alwayes Will not know your hearts z though you are 
be tran. ſo ſtately, as not to ſpeak with them , or 
gerss loth roexamine the dirty Corners; yet God 
is coming with his Fan : the books muſt be open- 
ed , and every page of thy heart will be un- 
folded ; for God will bring to light every hid- 
den work of diſhonefty : God will pluckoft che 
rough garment , which thon weare(t to deceive: 
thy inward parts , which are very wickedneſs , 
ſhall be made manifeſt : and then thou ſhalt be 
_— » as if thou hadit a muzle put upon 
thy mouth, as the word (ignifieth. Well, fee- 
ing murder will out ( as we ſay ) the ſecrets of 
the Soul muſt be brought forth , is it not het- 
ter by judging oxy ſelves by a ſevere tryall and 
ſentence on our ſelyes to prevent the wofull- 
neſs of the laſt day? Judged we muſt , afid 
ſhall be : is jt not then thy wiſdome to 
judge thy ſelf here in thy Cloſer, that 
thou mayſt be judged by God witha judge- 
ment of Abſolution', and not: of Con- 
demnation ? Is it nothing to have all thy un- | 
repented and unforgiven (ins publiſhed on 
| the houſe-top, made known to all the 
Ezck. World, at the great day ? How will thine heart 
224 14+ endure then , when the Lord ſhall come to deal 


with 
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with thee > Tow will not ſee; but you ſhall ſee: 
You will, not retire, the World lyes in your 
hearts , Buſineſs comes in, and takes up all * 
your time and ſpirits : God is abour to ſtrip 
you , tO eale you of your Callings , you ſhall 
come naked & the Barr of God, you ſhall 
have no Family bulineſs to diftratt you : a fair 
tryal there ſhall be, but a ſad one for thee ; 
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Iſa. 26, 


I. 


Towr (ins ſhall find you out. Y ou have had many Numb. 
Calls * once-more I call upon you, in the 32. 23, 


Name of Chriſt , to examine your hearts, by 
the words of this Book , which you have , of 
ſhall read : And be ſure of it , If you will not 
ny try your ſelves by the Word, God will try 
you by bis Works. Thus ſaith the Lord, I will 


melt them, and try them : But how will God Jer. 9.7 


melc them, and try thera ? Shall I not viſit 


them for theſe things, ſaith the Lord : Shalt®+ 9+ 


not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a N ation as thin? 


For the mountains will I take up a weeping and'V« 19» 


wailing , and for the habitations of the wilder 
neſs a lamentation ; becauſe they are burnt np, 
ſo that none can paſs through them , neither can 
men hear the youce of the by attel , both the Fowl 
of the Heavens , and the Beaſts are fied , they 
are gone. And will make Jeruſalem beaps , 

aDen of Dragons; and 1 will make the 
Cities of Judah deſolate > without an Inhabi- 


ant. 
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CHAP. XXI. 
Their Pride, 


Profefcors KB Ehold , This was the 1mquity of thy Siſter 
Pride, Sodom , Pride, &c. And 15 not this De- 
Ezek. villiſh Sin become our National Sin ? 
16.49. 1. With what a bold andimpudent face have 
mr wecome and appeared before Godt Who hath 
catin't- ſenſibly exprelit himſelf in Abraham's words, 
in addreſ.. Behold now , I bave taken upon me to r omg 
ſesta. © the Lord, which am but duſt and aſhes, It 
God. Gead of a reverential fear of God , our beha- 
Gen. 18. yiour hath been. #out ag4;nſt God , and we 
27+ have not trembled in his preſence , no not 
whilſt we have been terribly threatned by 
God , yea when his dreadful threatnings have 
been terribly executed upon us : Even 1n ſuch 
times we haye irreverently ruſh'd into [his 
: Preſence, | 
Not +» 2+ How have our Wills riſen up againſt the 
Rooping YPill of God ! The humble Soul foops to Gods 
tothe Preceptive and Providential Will ; but we 
4: have wretchedly thwarced God in all his 
Counſels and Diſpenſations.. The great Con- 
troverhe betwix: God and man, 1s , Whoſe 
el (hall fland, God or mans? O! How im- 
padently have we contended with the Lord 
\ About 


The ſins of Sodom found among us. 


about this? We have even thought our ſelyes 
t00 great to be cro'?, How many think it e- 
yen a diſgrace to their noble Spirits, to be ill 
and filent , even under the hand of God , but 
they mult be clamorous , and ſpeaking againſt 
the very Heavens ? They are ready to ſay , 
This was not well done by Ged, he might 
tave given , or continued to us, this and the 
other mercy : Taey miſlike many of Gods 
Diſpenſations of Providence : they cannot 
heartily ſay , that God holds the reins beſt, and 
and guides all his affairs with the greateſt wiſ- 
dome : they think if chey were the Orderers 
of matters inthe World , «things would, be 


better governed: like prond 4b/olon , who 2 Sam. 
wiſhed he were in David's Read, they wiſhT5+ 4« 


they were it Gods ſtead. A proud man w6uld 
have others ugder him , yea , he would have 
the great and glorious God ſubje to his will, 
todo what he pleaſeth , to yield to his deſires. 
Whence are al your diſputings and quarrel- 
lings wich God , fave from the Pride of your 
hearts ? The humble Soul cryes, Not my will, 
but thine be done." It is the Lord, tet bim do 
what ſeemeth him good ; But jſo over-grown 
are,we wich an opinion of our own wildome 
and worth, that we muſt limit the Holy One, 
and order him how to rule the World : God 


. muſt ſtoop to our preſcriptions , or elſe we 


{well and break wich diſcontent. «© ! Is 
« not God wiſer than man ? Shall the clay ſay 
* ro che Potter, Why haſt thou ſhaped me 
* thus ? Rather lecche porſheards Rrive with 
"the potſheards ( wormes with wormes ) 

_—: « abouc 
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Lothneſs woe 
that God glory in the World , unleſs we ſhare in it , or un« 
ſhould be leſs we be the immediate inſtruments of exalting 
exalted, 
unleſs 


The fins of Sodon found amonifi us. 
&« aHour the preeminence of wills, than we 
&« contend wit1 God, O ! When will your 
& proud hearts ſtoop to God ? when ſhall 
« his Will be the Rnle? when will you be 
* willing to be dealt withall as God 
« pleaſech ? 

3. How lth are we that God ſhould have any 


of him? We arewilling God ſhould have 
ſome glory, ſo we may ſhare with him : con- 
tent chat Free-will and Free- grace ſhould 0i- 
vide the ſpoyle; : the honour of our ſalvation 
ſhall be aſcribed , partly to our endeavours , 
and the honeſty of our wills , in chookn 

way of life, and partly to Chrifts merits, We 
are willing God ſhould be exalted, ſo it be by 
our ſelves , ſothat we may be famous in pro- 
choting the deſign ; elſe we are diſcontented, 
Few are contented that Gods work ſhould be 


. Carried on by any hand ſave their own , that 


lome glory may deſcend on them, Moſt are 
like the proud Senatours of Rome , that could 
have been contented, that Chriſt ſhould have 
been numbred among their Gods, but that 
the Motion began not with themſelves. O! 
Think with your ſelves, how many =_ mo0- 
tions, tending to the edification of the body 
of Chriſt, have miſcarried upon this account , 
becauſe others ſhould not have the honour of 
beginning them > Whence can it be, fave 
from the Pride of our hearts, that we have ſo 
little rejoyced, when God hath been ad- 
vanced by others, and we had nohand _ 
in 
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in? We are atraid that others glory will ec- 

cliple ours. 

4+. How ſcornfully do we lock, on ſome of the Scorning 
Lords Commandements? To reprove Of. ſome Di- 
fendours , to vilit the Poor, and conferr 6.0 
with them , yeato be ſeen inthe compeny of qyands, - 
poor Chriſtians , - is accounted a diſgrace z 
we think it an abaſement to our Spirits, and a 
dilcredit to us, to be known in any relation to 
them. Who can bow to the meaneſt ſervices 
of the SanAuary ? 

fo How unwilling are we to come to Chriſt , uowil- 
till me bave our donble money 1n our ſacks , till Vngneſs 
we have fitted and prepared” our Fon » and Oe. 
made our ſelves worthy of him? Hence all the $511 RR 
offers of Chriſt are neglected, ill the Soulthy of 
hath wrought ic ſelf into @ better diſpoſition him, 
for Chrifts embraces and loves ; and therefore 
when we can weep bitterly, and pray fer- 
vently , we will come to Chriſt, bur will nor 
be bebolding to him to work both to willand 
todo: We would be the Alpha, and he 
ſhall be.che Omega : We would begin ſome 

lorious work , and then tye him to our per- 
ormances , and oblige him by our great and 
gloriqus ſervices and retormations : We hate 
tobe Almes-peaplez To begg 1 am aſhamed: 
Weare lath co receive all from God, we 
would purchaſe and merit ſomewhar. 

6. HowlUmthankfull are we? A Proud manunthank? 
is alwayes an Unthankful man , and an Un. fulnels, 
thankful man is alwayes 2 Proud man, He 
thinks he deſerves all that is conferr'd upon 
tim, The bumble man counts himſelf leſs 

| O 2 tian 


Serting 
upon 
great 


works in 
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chan the leaſt of all Gods mercies; but the 
proud man reckoneth all chat he enjoyeth too 
little. Donor we think God is bebolding to 
us for our Duties and Services , more than we 
are to him for Life, Breath, and all our 
Poſlefſions ? 

7. Dare we not ſet upon the higheſt Services 
1 our own ſtrength , without calling in the bely 
of the Almighty ? The Proud man ſeldome be- 


their own 11EVES his own 1inſufficiencies to think a good 
Krengrth, #houghr : He can ruſh upon Prayer , reading 


Being 
haſty 


Beggars, 


the Scriptures , Meditation , and ſuch difh- 
cult works of Chriſtianity , without im- 
ploring the aid and ſuccours of Heavens In- 
fluences : 

8. Are wenot haſty Begoars? If we peti- | 
tion for Pardons, or Holine(s, and God comes 
not to the door at the firſt or ſecond knock , 
away we are flinging : There « no hope, why 
ſbould 1 wait on the Lord any longer > We dare 
preſcribe God a day , and by thus limiting 
God , our Pride appears , as if we knew the 
ficteſt ſeaſons for deliverance and mercy. 
Were we of an hamble heart, we would wait 
all our dayes with patience, yea we would 
reſolve to be exalting of God , whatever be- 
comes of our ſelves, and to pay him the ho- 
mage of duty , though he for juſt reaſons be 
pleaſed to frown upon our Prayers , and to 
deny us all the requeſts of our Souls. I hear 
ſome ſay , they would pPriy z hear , read, 


wait upon God all their dayes , ſo they were 
ſure God would accept them , and ſmile up- 
on them in the laſt hour ; I ſay to theſe , You 
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ought ro ſerve God with all your time and 
ſtrength , you are” bound to God in duty , 
though God were under ao obligations by 
promiſe unto you. O the Pride of our Spirits! 

that we dare tell God, We will not ſerve thee 

unlefs thou humour us. 

9. Do not we think God hath puniſhed us 4- Account- 
bove our Deſerts * Do not we hence cry out ing Gods 
more of our ſmart and pain , than we- do of J9ge- 
our fins and provocations ? Were we humble, ee 
we would bleſs the Lord, that he hath ye- their 
trained bis rough wind mm the day of his E aſt D:\ens, 
wind ; We would wonder, that it is ſo well 
with us , that we are not 1n a worſe conditi- 
on : We would cry gut, /t is of the Lords | 
mercy that we are not conſumed. Wherefore Lam. 3. 
doth aliving man complain , a man for the pu-4®* 
niſhment of bis fins ? How loth are we to con- 
fels our iniquities have deſerved all that 
we ſuffer , and a great deal more , and there- 
fore to humble our ſelves for our fins } How 
do we endeavonr to hide our ſins from God , 

Man, and ovr ſelyes ? 

10, How apt are we to admiye our ſelves for g anjcing 
ſuppoſed Excellencies > For 9 Beauty , whar they 
Parts, Reaſon, Wit and Underſtanding , yea ſuppoſe 
and for ſuppoſed Grace ? Man (ſaith one ) is 7 
a proud piece of fleſh, andja ſmall matter will o_ 
make him 'ſhew his pride , and ſpread his © 
oe. i boaſ ood 

11. How apt are we to boaſt of avy Good we Boaſting 
ds? Ofour Valour inthe Field , of our Diſ- 9f what 
courſes in ſuch and ſuch Company, how wiſe- they havg 
y wo mhnged Be abervieh, boy well wecatn 
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Puffed u 
with any not ſome puff'd up with their fine Clothes , 


The fins of Sodom Found amiviglt us, 
behaved our ſelvespin ſuch an Acton? Cem 
ſee my Zeal for the Lord, Look to your 
hearts, you will gnd them unduly tranſport- 
ed , as with the thoughts of your gifts and 
graces , ſo with whac you do through the pift 
of | _ Our very Graces are often an oc- 
calion of boaſting. *'Ts a rare thing to ſee a 
man rich in gifts, and parry T: ſpirit, Even 
knowledge puffeth up. 

I 2. Doth not any thing of cur; ſwell us? Are 


ching of new Attires, Ribbons, Drefſings,yea with their 


Ws 


ſa. 29. 
os 


very Spots? Their Feathers , rhetr Hair, che 
excrements of Beaſts and Men, make them 
flye high. Are not ſore puff'd up with their 
Birth 2 Hence they boaſt, that they have 
the Blood of Kings and Nobles running in 
their Veins ; or elſe that thzyare of the Stock 
Of Abrahamdeſcended from Parents eminent 
for Piery , though they have ſadly degenera- 
red from theirlives and walks. How many 
are ſwell'd with their Eftates > That they have 
Shops full, Houſes full, and Baggs full, 
pufferh them up. Whilſt oll the treaſure is 
ſhewed , how clad is the heart y Even Heme- 
hiah was glad to ſhew the Embaſadours the 
houſe of his precious thing:, Hgw are others 
puffed np with the ſmiles and reſpeQs of 
great men? And yet how ſoon may the Sun 
be over-caſt ? Then they are no more: heeded 
than the Dial is , when the'Sun is in a Cloud, 
How doth'the bodily firength and perfeions 


of others ſwell them , though every moment 
they are going down into the duſt} has #5 


1" 
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one life t It is even a vapour , that appeareth 7 amer 

| S a Val time , and hs. Yanifberk away, 4 14. 

"| Howare others ſwell'd with cheir Church- *, 

| priviledges ? The Temple of the Lord , the Exch. 

T empple of the Loyd, the T emple of the Lord are », 4. 

fe _ "6 i. 
we. Theſe are lying words nt to be truſted in. 

, Others wich their revelacions and high .eay 
joyments ? Paul was in danger of being !eX#r 4 Cop. 
alted above meaſure through the abnndance of 11, +, 
the revelations , therefore was given tO him & 
thorn in the fieſh » the meſſenger of Saten to 
buffet hims y leſt he ſhould be exalted above mea- 
ſure. - How few have heeded that of the A- 
poſtle, Let no man think of himſelf more bigh- Rows. 
ly than he ought to think? and that, If @ man 72+ 3- 
think himſelf to be ſomething , when he us no- Gal. 6, 

| thing , he deceiveth bimſelf. How have we 3* 

been puff'd up with oy Reformation , Mini- 

ſters, Churches, Profeſſours? Pre:erring them 
before others at home and abroad. 

13. How little ſuſpicion bave we of our fonne? Nor fuſ- 
Of our baſeneſs, and ſinfullneſs , rhe deceits petting 
and treachery of our own hearts > With how *2<m- 
much confidence do we thruſt our ſelves ia © 
wicked mens Cumpany , and fear not.to- be 
leavened withthem ? How little do we ful- 
pet that we ſhall fall from the grace we have, 
or ſeem to have? e are bigh minded and n 
therefore fear not. We do not ſuſpeR& rthar 
there are worſe abominations within than yer 
are diſcovered. How do-we ( pretend:to ) 
bleſs God that our hearcs are good ? We.fear 

not the worſt of our ſelves. if others; be q- 


vercome with :uncleannefs, pallion, f's, we 
O4 5. Wl 
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are confident we ſhall never ſo diſhonour 
God. 
Fuming 14. Do not we fret and fume when any 97 a> 
at plain pour to diſcover the vileneſs within ? 1 have 
dealing, heard of ſome Ladies, that have hated tlie 
lafs that gave them a true (1ghe of their 
Pſa. ts, and deformities. Humble David lo- 
I4t+ 5. ved them beſt who moſt convincingly re- 
proyed him for what was amiſs in him, 
Not be- 15. He miſt be pleaſed * we muſt have 
ing able 'Ourſports, and the utmott of our liberty , 
—_y though God and man ſuffer by it never fo 
felvesin Much : we cannot ſtoop to deny our ſelves 
any law- ſome lawfull contentments , though God be 
full con- to be honouredthereby. 
— 16, How have we been troubled that any ſave 
=_ leg 0 fetves have Ruled and bren in Authority ? 
char any Few have learnt the Humility of Jothams 
Rule be» Ol ve-tree, Fig-cree, and Vine ? The Bram- 
fides ** ble thinks himſelf worthy to be in the higheſt 
place, O! what fightings , what fidings , 
what Plots to get higher ? Haman was never 
contented till every knee bowed : not fo 
much as one Mordeca; muſt be excuſed, If 
men would bur ſpeak out , they think they 
are fitter for Magifirates and Miniiters , than 
thoſe that are employed : ſo that whereas the 
hamble man thinks every one better than him. 
felf ;-they on the contrary think themſelves 
x Pet. 2, ie only men. Do not we accoant it below 
13 118 t0'ts ſubmit to every Ordinance of man y 
y though for the Lyrds ſake ? And when we can- 
not do what wearecommanded , who ſuffers 


ſclyes; 


The pas of Sodom found among us. 215 
Powers ? Do not we ſuffer in prowd wrath ? , Prov. 
17. How glad are we if others take notice of 21. 24. 
1 ations ? And how are we pleaſed it they And gtad 
commend us for them ; and yet we would © be 
not have them think ſo } We will diſcom- 000” 
mend our own: Prayers, for deadneſs , ſtrait- _ % 
neſs, and our ſelves for want of parts, &c. 0n though 
purpoſe to draw forth others praiſe, How they diſs 
tew are unwilling that others ſhould haye <omnierd 
good thoughts of them, in reference to them- —_ 
ſelves? How few are troubled at the praiſes 
of their friends more than at flaſhes of light- 
ning caſt into their faces ? 

18. How do we rejoyee, when others cry 8 #9, yea to be 
even when we know it 11 unjuſtly , when we know cryed up 
how hollow-hearted, low-ſpirnted, and ſelfiſh we undeſer. 
we? Are not we exceedingly pleaſed at the Y*Uy. 
flowers that are oe upon our dead Corps ? 

Though the praiſes be not due to us, yet how 

do we drink them inas the Hart _ water. "YL 
19. How Magiſterial have we been } What Bei 
be Ditunrt others ; as if all were Pia- + 

und to dance after us ? We will not abate 2 2 
at all, but every poor AMordecas muſt do 
obeyſance to our __ 8 

20, How are we guilty of deſpiſing , yea Deſpi 
ſcorning thoſe that as ( 4s >. Fly) $9 —_ 
n Birth, in E ftate, in Power , in Parts, and 
Gifts, yea in graces? How do we evidence 1ſa, 58, 
our (lighting of them in our looks, in ourg, 
words, in our geſtures and behaviours? Pride 
( ſaith one ) is a bad Mother of many bad 
Children , theſe three eſpecially , boaſting of 
our ſelves, contending with, and deſpifing of 


\ 
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; others, How unlike are we hercin unto God? 
Job. 35+ Behold God is mighty ( 5. e. molt mighcy, molt 
be, t, the poſitive is put for the ſuperlative 

) 1d yet he drſpiſeth not any, 1. e. any 
of choſe who have no might, no greatneſs : 
yea how do we herein reproach our Maker ? 
God ( faith one ) made every man an obje& 
of reſpett, or pity, tis Pride that makes any 

. * theobjeas of contempt , and in them their 
P 709. Maker. Who ſo mockeththe poor, reproacheth 
17-3" bis Maker. 

311; 21. How few will confeſs their faults unto 
mn « others ? Perhaps they —_—_ , but hate 
their it tothe death to go and acknowledge their 
faulcs un- rrefpaſles to others , whom "tis clear and pro- 
to others, yeq they have treſpaſſed againſt, How mi- 

ny have you injured by tale-bearing , back- 


biting, &c. Muſt not God work a miracle to | 


perſwade us to make reſtitution , £080 tothe 
parties wronged , and confeſs the wrong 
there ; and then to go from houſe to houſe to 
vindicate and clear the party, there where 
before we had wickedly ſtained and aſperſed 
him? This makes me cry out y Lord, who 
ſhall be ſaved? Lord, many are called , but 
few are choſen. 
Repro- 22, When we go about that too roo much neg- 
ving -lelted duty of fraternal correption , how liftily 
hapghtily ois we wanage it? How do our words, yea 
ſOERA bole,cnd py 5, evidence our henghuines? 
T be Chi, th bimſelf proudly ag ain 
Vinets Ancin ſelf prondly againſt 
themſclys 27, What a ſtirr, what a noiſe do we? make 


malici- # vindicate our ſelves when afperſed and caluur 
ma nan 
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#iated ? Whereas the humble Soul would ne- 
yer tirr to clear himſelt- ( as knowing how 
mach guilr and fin chere is within ) were it 
not for the honour of God , and the edifica- 
tion of the Lords people, which may be hin- 
dred , if prejudices and unjuſt reproaches be 
not removed : Alas ! moſt men ſtudy reven- 
ves, and like the Grave are unſatiable in their 
malicious vindications. 

24. How bitter have we bren againſt diſſent- Being 
ing Brethren > Would we not have caſt them bloudily 
our of the Land, if we might have had our Sn 
wills > Did not we talk of ſhipping away all? ate 
that would n6t fiibmir to our way of WOT-ſencing 

ſhip > Did not we count them , who were Brethren; 
divided in circumſtances and ceremonies 

from us, like Dogs and Pagans , unfit to ſub- 

ſi} among us ? 

No wonder if for theſe things God make 
us a ſhame, and a deriſion, a Proverb, aid a 
by-word to all the Nations round about: us. 

O! our Pride teſlifies to our faces : 

guilty of what brought down fire on Sodows : 

This 15 the (in, that God ſerreth himſelf in bar. 
rel-array againſt , (ſo che word for celiſting Faw. 44 
in that Scripture , God reſſteth the proud, fig- 6. 
Dos is that — makes = = 

us and our offerings. Every one that i; proud Prov; 
3n heart 5; arts. IM pe the Lord. Be-16. g 
lieve it, Gods eyes are vpon the hanghty » 
that he may bring them down, and he watc 
eth his opportunity ro doit, The Lord know-Pſa. 35. 


th the far off. When God meets withs, 
vipeRacle , that he cannot endure to look 


upon 
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upon , he turns from it , whilſt it 15 afarr off, the 
Whar ſhall I ſay ? Pride-is the firſt of thoſe } 

Prov. ſeven things , which are an abomination to the th 

6.17» Loyd, And no wonder that God ſo loatheth _ 
it , whillt ic crofſeth che great deſign of God 
inthe Goſpel, which is to humble the moun- _ 

7 Cor.1. tains, that m fieſh ſhould glory in his preſence, | c. 

29, 31, but that be that glorieth, (hould glory only n the Jn 
Loyd. 


CHAP, XXII, be 
Their Intemperance in Eating. " 


Hough Pride was the firſt ſpark that p 
blow'd up che glory of Sodows , pe 
there was alſo F ulneſs of Bread , t 
made the flame che greater. Behold, 
Ezth. This was the iniquity of thy Siſter Sodom , 
16. 49. Pride, Fulneſs of Bread, &c. Their Prids 
was evidenced in their F ulneſs of Bread, as the 
Caxſe in its Efett. The word m«zandis , which 
ſignifierh to be remperate , is ( as one well 
erves ) applyed frequently to the Mind , 
"by in oppolition to Pride ; becauſe Sobriety 
proceeds from an humble ſenſe that 
15 Ours , but all that we have is Gods 3 and 
Intemperance is commonly the iſſue of a 
| proud Spiric , which makes men hz> dou 


Profeſsors 
Fulneſs of 
Brea 
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themſelves as Owners, and all Creatures as 
their proper Goods , which are perfe&tly at 
their diſpoſal. 
and the Draunkards 
names for the ſame perſons. And is not our 
Pride evidenced in our Fulneſs of Bread ? 
Sedoms intemperance in eating ( not toinlift 
on intemperance in drinking ) was yery great, 
but I fear Englands hath exceeded Sodoms : 1 


22k 


Hence the Crown of Pride , 1/a.28. 
of Ephraim , are both 1, 3, 


will not ſay af your labowr is for the month » Eccleſ. 


( as Sulomer complains ) and yet the appetite 35 
not fill:d ; but this I ſay, that /ome live to eat, 
ſome ſacrifice all to the belly , te ſome the 
belly is a God, Few candiſpleaſe their ap- 
petite : like prophane Eſas, they part from 
their heritage , from the bleſſing of the firſt- 
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born, for a me(s of pottase , fora little = 
ſure to the taſte. How will we deny our ſelves 
inreſpett of Life , when we cannot dery our 
ſelves in reſpe of a littie Meat ? As Heaven 
and God are low , very low with them , that 
cannot deny themſelves in a little Judran- 
Smoke, ina Pipe, ina cup of Liquor, but 
will be immoderate in thefe , though thereby 
they bazard'the diſpleaſure of God : $0 are 
they very low with us, if we cannot deny 
oar ſelyes in- our Morſels, All our rvine 
came in at this door, that Adaw ventured 
the difpleafure of God, to eat a lictle pleaſant 
Fruit, A'man would think , chat the wounds 
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we received by the month , ſhould make us Eviden- 


check our apperire all our dayes. 


I. How we been guilty of eati he 
web? A liccle would content Niure, which 


ced 
their 
m 


” 
X 
* _ 
in: 


uch 


caring, J 


Luke 
21, 14, 


Prov, 
23. 2. 


Eph.2.3 
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hath cherefore given us a little Mowh and 
Stomach, to teach us ( faich an Ancienc ) 
Moderation, How have our hearts been over- 
charged with ſurfatting , whillt wicked men 
with drunkenneſs? How have we forgot 
Chriſt's charge againkt this ſin, even to his 
own Diſciples? Haye we not hereby been 
difabled to perform the ſervice which we owe 
to God? As ſome have been ſirong to drink , 
ſ0 other to eat ; Both have been unficted ty 
wait upon God thereby. The end of our eat- 
ing ſhould have been to fir us, not to mdzſpoſe 
us forthe ſeryice of God. We ſhould mea: 
ſure our Chear by that which Nature re- 
quireth , and not by that which a greedy Ap+ 
petite deſireth. We diveſt our ſelves of Man, 
of Reaſon, that ſhould guide us, when we 
are led by a ſenſual Appetite, And yet alas! 
When we have eaten enough, and perhaps 


more than enough , a new Diſk ac the ſecond: 


courſe makes us fall on without fear or wit , 


and we put not 4 wh to Our throat. Serving. 
divers lufts and pleaſures, is the high way to- 


damnation. Thig-way lin entred- into the 


World, and in thus way, O ! how many are: 
poſting to Hell? If you would adopt your, 
elves Children of wrath , then full the de, 
frres of the fleſh. © that we ſhould be (q, 


ſenſeleſs, ſo bruiciſh , as to venture the erer- 


nal ring of ' our Souls to gratitig Our appe- 
: rites for a quarter of an hour ! She that fared, 
Rv 18. deliciouſly , bath torment and ſorrow given ber. 


If that you will chooſe to be beaſts here , 8nd 
[0 eat 35 beaſts , as much as you CAD 4 Hom 
. [4 


| 
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ſeryants ye are , to whom ye obey , whether 
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that Heaven will not ( as Noabs Ark did Yad- 

mit of any Beaſts wichih it. When Tertullian * 
glyes an account of the Chriſtians Fealts z [x 

aaf- feeding ( faith he) we remember that we are 

to pray at night : Prayer is the firſt and lat 

d;|h of the feaſt : and when we depart our beha- 

viour Ys ſo religions and modeſt , that one would 

bave thought , we had rather been at a Sermon 

than at a Supper. Bluſh, O- Reader! to con- 

der how far ſhort we fall of theſe Chriſtians 

in our bafiqueting hours. Believe it, Intem- 
perance and Ltxury are National finnes , the 

lins of England. It was ſpoken ( unleſs Jam 
miſ.informed ) of our Nation , That we build 

4; if we ſhould live for ever, and eat as if we 

(hold die preſently, O! when ſhall we imi- 

te that greas Apoſtle > All things (faith he) 1 Cor. 
are lawful for mt ; but I will not be brought un- 0+ 12. 
der the power of any. Itisa baſe thing for a 

man to be under the. power of Drinks, A 

parel , Recreations, and ſo of Fleſh, of 
Meats, to be a Vaſlal to thoſe things over 

whi-h che Lord hath given him dominion, 

He chat loveth ariy thing tdo intich , ( Taich Q4i nimis 
Aquinas ) is in a ſenſe Servant thereunto, rem ali- 
And what ſajch the Apoſtle ? Know 14 not, that quam #- 


to whom ye yield your ſelves ſery/auts to obey, his Re ao 


» &c, How many ſerve not” our Lord 22,comm 
ſus Chriſt , but'their own . bellies ? . How cigur. 
many ate like the men of the old World , Xom.'6. 
Given to eating 7 {0 the word in the Original rs.” « 
properlyſignifien, 1 Mat.” 

, : | 244 38, 
2. How 
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2. How have our meats born no proportion 

coltlineſs f9 0ur gains and incomes ? The rich man, that 

of their feared deliciouſly , had ſome pretence for it , 

Dietz forlie had riches to counervail che expences 

Above Of his Table : Bur doth nor the lowneſs of our 

theic Eſtates require a meaner Table > God knows 

Eſtares, WE have been worſe than [nfidels on this ac- 

Count , in thac we have been ſo farr from pro. 

viding for our own , that to pamper the fet 

with coſtly diet, we have ſuddenly impo- 

veriſhed our ſelves, and brought our Children 

to live upon others trenchers , whereas we 

ſhould have abated of our ſuperfluities for 

their ſakes , if not for our own. Goe v0- 

lupcuous wretch, unto the Ant, and to the 

Bee , they provide for Winter ; but thou 

had no forecaſt , and ſo Poverty come! 

in on thee and thine, as an armed man , it- 

reliftably, 

anfuira: , 3» How baeve our T ables been mn te 

ble to the the Times we live in? Whether Zion weat 

Times, the garments of joy , or of. heavineſs , all's 

one , the belly muſt be ſerved , our diſhes 

mult not abate.. . Thou fafeſt deliciouſly every 

- day: All cimesfare alike to chee. This is 4 

great fin , and I cannot but charge many Pro- 

flours withit. Reſpe& is not had to the 

Tude v, tokens of Gods wrath, we eat without fu 

12, Without fear of the wrath of God, that is 

ready to break forth upon us. 7s this dy 

Iſa, 22. doth the Lord of Hoſts call to weeping , and 
Iz, 13, Worrning , and to baldneſs , and to girdi 

I4. With ſackcloth: And behold , joy and Lune 

, ſlaying Oxen , and killing Sheep , (ation 
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The þns of Sodom found among {} us, 
lawfull enougl'at another time ) eating fleſh , 
and drinking wine, &C. And it was revealed 
in mine ears by the Loyd of Hoſt; , ſurely this 
iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till ye die , 
ſaith the Lord G od of Hoſts, We have made 
licrle or nodiſtinRion of times :Perhaps a Faſt 
every month is { careleſly ) kept 5 but every 
d&y (hovid be a day of abſtinence , every day 
we ſhould abate of what we might enjoy z if 
the judgements df God were not amongſt us , 
and others impending over us : God ny a 
controverlie with'is for feaſting , when Jo- 

ſeph is in the pit, and for our eating the Lambs 4m; 4. 
of the F locks; fot that we are ng: grieved for 6, 

rhe affiion of Joſeph. 

'h4. How little reſpet have we had to the ne- Nor re- ' 
teftitierof the Saints? O! if there were any ſpeRing 
true/ove-to God 4 toReligion, tothe Church — 
$f G4," and to the Saints of the moſt bigh, we Mo 
would abate of our worldly comforts in this 
diy , we would cut our ſelves ſhort of what x7 "_ 
we were wont tolay out, not only in fine "ans FY 
clothes , but in houſe-keeping , inexpenſive 4 - x 
meds/und drinks, ws -world not give ſuch ©* 
liberty to che ſatisfying of the fleſh, we would ,. - _ 
dermore- ſparing 1n our diet , that we might be q=s ſen 
in |. pg” to promote pious and... 
charitable deſigns. But alas ! ;niguity abound - 
ard the love of many ( lave to their guts ) wax+ 04,022, 
eth cold. | es 

ani, qui 


ae al;enis affeft; onibas nou dolent, Aug. w Pſal. 130. 


wor'uad 


' 5.' Doe not we eat without an holy fear of Eating 
Ged? The Elders of Iſrael did eat their bread _ ; 


Pp be- God. 


E x0d. 
18.12, 


The fjas of Sodom foxtd amongſt us, 
before the Lord. But ſo have not we , ſo do 
not we , eatasinthe preſence of God. Have 
not ſome been ſo eager upon the pleaſing of 
the fleſh , and gratitying of their ſenſual. ap. 
petites , as that they have ( ſecretly ac lealt ) 
been troubled at a long grace { as it is called ) 
before meat > Have not ſome fall'n te their 
meat without invocating God to be with 
them > How unlike are ſuch unto Cluiſt, 
whoſe uſual practiſe it was , to hft up his eyes 
to Heaven , and craye a bleſhng upen , che 
creatures before he did ,partake of chem? 
How diftrated have been the thoughts ot 6+ 
thers that have prayed, in that ſhort time? 
How were their thoughts gn, the Meats, and 


- drinks 2 How ha(tily do men after a. bleſkng 


is craved tun to the Diſh , without any the 


leaſt pauſe or conſideration whether God 


beard chem yea or no , when they - called to 
him 2? How commonly do we raze our Pett- 
ons, ſnatch chem out of Gods hands, I mean, 
contradict all our Prayers ?. We pray qur dil- 
courles may be heavenly , and they are-aky- 
gether ezrthly, Few can ſay as Bleſſed Pod 
was wont at the cloſe of the meal , Bleſſed be 
God , not one word of earthly things ſinge-we ſail 
down ? We pray we may eat for God ,. and 
we eatfor our ſelves. We cannot fay- tha 
our Spihenard ſends forth his pleaſant ſeaeks, 
whilſt we are at the Table, We have not {6 
go0d a plea to make as ſome ,, we have rate and 
drank in thy preſence. This is not written 0- 
ver our Tables , Thou God ſeeſt, We can fel. 
10me call our Table Peruet , becauſe verure 

een 
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ſeen God in this place. How litcle do we : 

conlider , that they are Gods creatures, She Hof. 2. 

did wat know that 1 gave her Corn, 8c, And 3 

that as the meat is Gods, fo it is he who 

gives us appetites , and {trength and ability to 

put every crum into our mouths ; for in hin 

we live and mvve. How little do we believe 

that we mult account for every bir and drop ? 

How lictte do we confder that God fig6ops 

the Creatures tO ns, that we may Roop te him; 

and lay down our lives as willingly tor Gods 

honour, as God caufeth the creature to bleed 

and die for our ufe 2 Ho little do we think 

ot the Heavenly banquet , that our Father 19 

preparing for us; where the cloth ſhall never 

be taken away y where we ſhall hunger and 

thirſt no more, bar be fully fatisfied, and 

that tor ever and ever? Examine your ſpirits 

and frames at your Tables , whether che tear 

ot God be before your eyes, whether you 

ſtand in awe of him #? It may be found that 

you never more forget God , than when God 

is molitly remembring you : When his goods 

are mott in yorr hands and mouths, your 

mouths are lo full , that they cannot fſhew 

forth his praile : your eyes are (0 held to your Dent. 8. 

Belly-gods , that you forget fehovah. Are *2> 7+ 

there not ſome thar will crave a bleſſing before 

they eat, thar yer fait coretarn thanks after- 

wards, thonglr Joel faich in his Prophefie to Joel 3. | 

Gods people , ye (hat eat and be ſatirfied, and, © 

praiſe the name of the Lord your God ? Of foarts 
6. Have not we fed without a Chriſtian fear dalizing 

of [candalizing others -—_ our eating wu others, 

2 uſe- 
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228 The fins of Sodom found amongſt us, 
fuſely > What ſaith the Drunkard ? Why may 
not 1 toſsthe Kan or Pot ( in plain Engliſh ) 
be drunk as well as ſuch and ſuch gormandiſe } 
why may not I drink immoderately as well as 

Tude v ſuch eat immoderately ? why may not we lit 
12 © one or two hours todrink , as well as ſuch fir 
one hour or two to fill their panch with 
meat 2 Glutcons harden and juſtifie Drunk- 
Ecce qu; ards. Jude will tell you , that ſenſnal per- 
jatans ſonsare the Spots of a Chriftian ſociety, The 
ſere- oldGentilesin Cyprians days were much ſcan- 
demptos, dalized at the intemperance of Chriſtians. Lo, 
&c. theſe great Boaſters , who pretend to be redeem- 
Cyp. de #4 ſrom the tyranny of the Devil, and to be 
duplici dead to the World , what ſlaves are they to ther 
Marty- 0wn ſenſual deſires ? O my Brethren! 7: ss 
yo. good neither to eat fleſh , nor to drink wine, or 
Rong.1 4. any thing elſe , whereby thy Brother ſtumbleth, 
2r. or is offended , or made weak. 
Of ſnares 7. Do not we eat without a prudent fear of 
in eating, Be ſnares that are in our Diſhes ? In eating 
X there ought co be much caution. Fob was a- 
Job.1. fraidof the entertainments of his Children, 
5,6. Hewasa wile man, and knew that there were 
more pueits than were invited. I wiſh wee 
knew ir t00, We think if the Sonnes of God 
come together , the Devil will not come with 
them , though the Scripture affures us he will, 
It would be ſome check when we fit at the 
Table .co conſider that the firſt immoderate 
S$5p is handed over by the Devil , and in poes 
he wich ic into our Souls. 


= "0g 8. How have we had low, baſe, earthly , ſen» 
and bals /#al, and Devilliſh ends in our eating ? not to 
ends, refreſh our bodies, but our pallats, not to 

: glo- 


& 
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The ſins of Sodom found amongſt us. 229 
olorifie God , but to pamper the Heſh? yea 
have not ſome men ted vn ſuch and ſuch 
| diſhes on purpoſe to irritate and provoke 
cheir luſts ? Sure our Enemy is ſtrong enotigh, 
we had need beat down che body and keep ir 
under , and not put weapons into our Ene- 
mies hands, What ſaith che wiſe man? When 
thou fitteſf to eat with a Ruler ( luch keep 
plentifull tables , efpeciaily Magiſtrates on 
their Feait dayes ) conſider dil-gently what is 
before ther, and put a kyife to thy throat , if 
thou be a man given to appetite , 4.6, Bridle * 79% 
thine appetite by diligence , yea force , ler 23+ 1» 3+ 
nor the ſlave alwayes be on horſeback , al. ***© _ 
wayes rule, be as circumſpeCt, as if thou gapiin 
were under the razour : or thus , conſider dil;= Annor, 
ently what is before thee , elſe thou putteſt a 
Earfe to thy throat , 1. e. thou endangereſt thy 
life , yea thy ſoul , ſhovl..!t thon pive way to 
| thy greedy appetite to tced upon all the dain- 
| ties onthe Table ? tisa thouſand to cnt but 
thy meats will be incentives to Inſt, What c 
faith che Apoſtle, Yhether you eat or drink, whe 
| &C. let all be done to the glory of God. Why IO. 31s 
doth the Apoſtle name thoſe ations of eating 
and drinking , but becauſe we commonly eat 
| andgrink ( at beſt ) meerly to pleaſe the ap- 
petite , and not to fit for Gods Service ? 
When we have taken as much as ſerves this 
end, yet we muſt have one bit more, or one 
diſh more to pleaſe our fleſhly defres , and 
ſo Ged and the Devil muft part takes. 
To ſhur up this : I believe many men di 
their graves with their teeth , and their hel 
with cheir tongues , 24 liquoriſh A \ 
3 
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Among the millions that are now in the grave 
or hell, their inordinate appetite lattned 
moſt thicher. 1 ſay not buc we may plcate 
our pallate , at ſome times eſpecizlly, a great 
liberty is indulged to the lick ; bit it we wave 
net an higher delig1 than to pleale the appe- 
tite, our Belly is our God, Little do many 
think that they are ſecting up anocher God ar 
their Tables, Tone Babilanans had Be! tor 
their God, & God of Braſs ; but thete men 
have «a God of fleſh. The Kabbies lay, he is a 
Glutton or Belly-G34d that eats a pound of fleſh , 
and drinks a quart of wine. Have not we ma- 
ny ſuch ? and do they not ſacr: fice to their God 
with 4 bowed knee to0 ? Repent, O England ! 
repent, of tizy abuſe of 'the good creatures of 
God, and thereby of thy tacrilegions rob- 
bing of God of his worſhip and time. How 
aften have ye ſo cramb'd your ſelves that you 
have been unfit for any as of worſhip , yea 
for any of the works ot your particular cal- 
lings ? Your heads have been heavy, and ſpi. 
rits dull , and ſo God ha:h had the Carkar, bur 
exceſſes bave taken away the heart. T he ta- 

=» bres and wine are 18 yaur feaſts, but you re- 

}. 4- gard not the work of the Lord, &C. therefore 

I wp people are gone into Captivity. I wiſh two 
ſa. - things for you, Firlt, 7þat you would be as 
TI»j{125 $Ugen10 Ws « Auſtin was , who canfe(ſed he was 
of w0 drunkard ; but yet ſometimes too 1nmode- 
rate in eating. And Secondly, T hat you wonld 
be reſtleſs till God hath taught you, what be did 
hiw : Lord ( laith he ) thou baſt now taught 
we 10 w/e my meaty as my widicine, ts reparr » 
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not to oppreſs nature. O ! when will the gract 7-;, ,, 


of God appear, and trach wu to deny worldly ; 
Us. and to live ſoberly ? J 11, 12 


CHAP, XXIIL 
Thetr abundance of 1dleneſs, 


' A ThirdSin of Sodom was Idleneſs, Br- protef. 
hold, this was the iniquity of thy Sſter fours 

Sodom, &C. an abundance of Idleneſs was in ber \dleneſs, 

and in her daughters. This Sin is che Company- Ezth, 

on of the former : when the belly is full, the 16.49. 

bones would bear reft, and when men have 

eat and drunk to exceſs , then they riſe up to 

play, This, and the former, are Cty-fng , 

they were found in Sodom and Gomorrah, and 

I wiſh they were not among us alſo. 

i. How are we guilty of abwndance of Idle- 1, their 
neſs in our partionlay callings > Few have this particular 
for their Motto , Laboremay,Let us be work- callings, 
ins, I mean, working that which we ought. 

How many at the great day will God upbraid 
with, O wicked and ſlothfull ſervart | Every 
man hath a Talent of time and ſtrength , bur 
itis hid, it is not imployed, ar leaſt as it 

- ought, God made not man to play , but to 
ſweat out his living. Twas Gods Ordinance 
in Paradiſe , and that we are enjoyned 
P 4 to 
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to labour with our hands , and not to eat the 

Euzth: bread of Idleneſt, How many , becauſe they 
18, 18, have not done good among their people, (ball dye 
m their equity 7 Our land is full of drones ; 
and no wonder; for we train up our Cluldren 
in Idleneſs, and indulge to them , whilſt 
waſting the firſt of their dayes in fooliſh plea- 
ſures and recreations. ' Forraigners breed 
their Children ( to our ſhame be it ſpoken ) 
to work thoſe pgaies with their hands , which 
our Children mult play away their time with : 
hence they having inured themſelves to Icle- 
neſs they hate labour for the furure. Chriſt 
Mat, aw ſome ſtanding Idle : here he might ſee ma- 
20, 3,6. ny : He could not endure it, he chotight it 
unreaſonable , why ſtand yee here all the day 
Idle? O! how{many are idle all che dayes of 

their lives? How many Gertlemen and their 

Sons are there without a calling } Toey live 28 

_ if Godtad ſent them into che world to make 
their hands as pirches- for birds to fit upon : 
they are of no uſe to the Publick. 1» Cities 
bow [dl are the Dames ? They live as if God 
had given them reaſonable Souls, and the light 
of the Sun only to dreſs themſelves, to view a 
glaſs, and to paint and adorn their Carkaſſes. 
2 T hef. T here are ſome among you that work_ wot at all ; 
3.11. and yet b»ſy-bogtes , bulic to invent wayes to 
Nihil a- paſs away time , though time be till running, 
nk » and they are hafining into Eternity. Doing 
Fe (4.4% nothing ( faich the Apoſtle ) and yet work- 
antes, 1g Every where , fave where they ſhould : 
m_ bfie ro go from houſe to houſe to comple- 
ment triends , to deyour others times : buje 
co 
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ro carry tales and news , but hating the work 
of their call:ng » wherein God hath ſer them. 
The whole life of many is to eat, and drink , 
and (leep, and ſport, and lit, and talk , and 
laugh chemſelves fat ( but there is leanneſs in 
their Souls. ). A kind of vagrant people they 
be , that having little to do, the Devil is loth 
they ſhould be idle , and therefore he hires 
| them to deyour time , to carry news and tales _ 
\ | co miſpendcethers times : T hey learn to be 1- 3 T7 1m. 
ale : they ſtudy which way they may miſpend 5+ 13+ 
time, wandring from houſe to houſe , and 
yet they are not only idle , but buſie- bodies, 
One compares them to Pedtars , openin 
their Packs, and dropping here a tale, 
there a tale. Theſe are at leiſure to hear the 
Devil, and to obſerve his Orders. He that 
will not ſerve God at home , the Devil, ra- 
ther than he ſhall Rand out , will ſend him of 
his errands , and get him to put his Sickle into 
another mans Corn. ** Go ( faith Satan ) in- 
« to that houſe , and rail againſt ſuch a good 
* man , Carry his miſcarriage from one to a- 
* nother, till his name rots and Rinks in their 
« Noſtrils : Go to ſuch a mans door, he is 
« employed in reading the Scriptures and 
« o00d books, or Catechiling bis Family, &c, 
Go and divert him , eat up his time, thathe 
may haye no leiſure for ſuch works, He Z y 
he is a buſie-body, a tatley roo. He muſt goe 
whom = Devil _—_— heak. — 

iven to the Adv 0 - 

y » for that fo hay as Frned Hide after 
Satan, Let it be conſidered and lamen- 

; WS ted, 


th d » oy, oF w 


a F7 * a WW; TF*s7 * 


 &._ AW. ian c. 


«a %&# a 


XUM 


234 


The ſins of Soars fenand among} ur. 


red , bow much precious time « devoured in 
the Bed ; Five hours ſleep will ſuffice for 


| Jome cont(tjtutions ; The utmoſt that Payti. 


Cians allow, is ſeven hours ; but ſome walte 
and bury themſelves in their Beds almoſt 
half their time. How lictle-do many con» 
ſider, that in the Day of Judgement, 
they mult give account, as for every 
idle word, fo for their idlene(s in their 
Bed-chambers? Sluggard , view the Sun, 
its running a race, whulit thou art tumbling on 
thy Bed , and crying , O that this were to la» 
boxr ) View the Wind and the. Air , they are 
in motion : View the Waters, they ſtink and 
corrupt , unleſs running : nay view the dull 
earth , it is not ſo dull as thou art , it brings 
forth for the uſe of Man, Gao to the Ant thou 


Prov, 6. fiuggard , yeaany where , conſider the ways of 


Prov. 
26. 4+ 


all, ſave thy ſelf, aud be wiſe. What! a 
Prafeſſey , and yet guilty of an wnatural ſinne? 
Nature puts all creatures into motion , and 
to provide for themſelves : rhow art worſe than 


" #n Infidel : yea worle than a Bealt : The poor 


Infanc cannot ſuck without labour, and yet 
thou wauld(t live without labour. God takes 
this ſe ill , that he would not have them to eat, 


" whowill not labeur , and if we know ſuch, w 


fo» if we feed them, God hath not forbid 
meat to be given t0 any other (inners , only 
theſe are nqt tobe fed , kt them ſtarve and 
die, if they will not labour, The ſluggard 
will wot plow by reaſon of the cold , therefore 
ſhall be beg i» harveit, and have nathing : God 
no pity for drones , and he wouls opt 

aye 


GBs _4= Aa os TM vw cot ca —_—_ tm As O4@ XA om om .. a ac oc ca ec 


XLUA 


5 ours $3 as 


— fo *# — @ 4 < w 


 mmm——_ 
— - 


"> w —», E 'v 


= 


The ſins of Sodom found amongſt 9. 235 


haye us to pity them : Drones are to be beat- 

en out of the Hive , and ftaryed in Winter : 

Itis the Workman that is worthy of meat in Mat. 
Clrilts account : Idleneſs hath brought much 10. 10. 
evil wpon yew , and bred many in you, it be- 

oers many diſeaſes in the body , bur many 

more in the Soul: wt exempts a man from the Pſal. 915 
proteflion of Angels , and it expoleth to Govs xx, 
wrath : 1t brought ruine -upon Sedew , and 

the Cities round about , 4d they are ſet forth 7», 

for an example ſeſſering the vengeance of eternal, n__ 
fire, 

2, How are we guilty of abundance of I'dle- : 
neſs in our _ wr Alb And _ all _— 
idleneſs, Spiritual floth 15 molt dangerous. calliogs, 
I find ſome , with unwearied diligence, la- 
bouring co enlarge their Peſleſſhons, and to 
raiſe their Poſterity ; they riſe early, and fit 
up late , and eat the tread of carefulneſs , 
but all is for the Body : cley Co little or no- 
thing for their precious Souls, and for Eter- 
nity. Chriſt and Heaven ſtand by , and few 


| 
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regard them : Few work out their Salvation 
with fear and trembling, Some will not be at 
ſo much pains for their Souls , as to perform 
the common outward Duties of Religion. Thiey 
will goe to the Market , or to be merry with 
Friends, many a mile ; but if a LeAure he 
bur a few paces from their threſholds , they 
count 1t intolerable co wet their cet, toex- 
poſe themſelves to the air: Well, Well; 
God bath eaſed you of this labour. But it men 
are for ſome ealie parts of Religion, y&t how 
few are for the difficult parts thereof? They 

Cannot 
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cannor endure too watch their hearcs , co ſan- 
ihe the Lords day ſo (iriftly, as not to 
think their own thoughts , nor #þ:ah_ thejr own 
words , nor do their awn deeds, How many 
Profellours have ſe long given way to their 
lazy diſtempers , have lain ſo long upon the 
Bed of floth , that when we preſs them to any 
painful and labrrious Duties , they think it ex+ 
Enſe enough , toſay , We have put off our Coar, 
and loth we are to put it on: We have given 
way toſloth ſo long , that we hare to take 
pains for Chriſt , and for Eternicy 2 Hence 
Self-examination, Medication, Watchfnlnels a- 
gainff the firſt riſingsf (in, Mortifiation of in- 
ward heart-lins , &c. theſe works are tocally 
laid by; and the longer we negle them, the 
more ado there is to perſwade us to take them 
up. We are like truant- Boyes,who hate cheir 
Book after a long vacation. All we have to 
uphold our ſelves with, is this, that the Spirit 
1s willing, when God knows the contrary, 
We are willing to be rich, and therefore 
take pains : So we would in Spiritual things 
ro00, if we were (0 deſirous of them. It 
we were willing to enjoy Chriſt in our Clo- 
ſets, would we be even aſleep there upon 
our knees? If we were willing to know the 
way to Giory , would we not take ſo much 
pains, astO goe to the Shepheards tents , and 
ark for the good old way? *O! O! It 
< will cut you to the heart , when you come 
* to Hell-gate , that you miſt of Heaven , 
« for not enquiring the way thither ; and 
&* that you took more pains to be rich, and 
c0 
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©rodamn your Souls, than to ſave them, 
« Had that time been ſpent in Prayer , holy 
« Conference, and in Self-arraignments , 
« which was waſted in the Bed, Shop, Fields, 
« unneceſſarily , you might have had an e- 
"ternal reſt ; whereas Hell will be, as in- 
« tollerable to all, ſo eſpecially to chem, who 
« have ſtood idle all the day long. 


CHAP. .XXIV. 


Their #nmerc:ifulneſs. 


HE Fourth Sin of Sodom was this , Profefiors 
Neither did (he trrengthen the hand unmerci- | 
of the poor and needy : That is , they fulocls. 
were unmerciful and inhumane. And © *#*&- 
are not ſome Pcofeſlours even in E neland" 0+ 49+ 
yery hard-hearted and cruel ? I have ofc 
thought and ſaid , That Our late Civil Wars 
have had too great influence upon us , to make 
w cruel, If there be among you a poor man , 
of one of thy Brethren , within any of thy Gates, 
inthy Land , which the Lord thy God giveth,  g 
thee , thou (halt not harden thy heart , nor (hut ©* 
thine hand from thy poor Brother ; but thou ſhalt 
wen thive hand wide unto him , and ſhalt ſurely 
ld bins ſufficient for his need , in that which Lake 
be wanteth. O | The poor we have alwayes 14, I3. 
with 6: 
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239 The ſ6ns of Sodam found amongſt us, 
with ws | But, When we make a Feaſt , do wi 
call the poor > Who invites the Gueſts that 
Chriſt hath bid for our Tables ? When I com 
ſider how rare , Bowells of mercy and kindneſi 

Col.i3, are, ic makes me fear ( and I have Scriptures 
11. groundsfor my fear ) chat few are the Ele 
God. O hard-hearted Profeſlours ! Hex 

| Fam. 2.ye the Word of the Lord : He ſhall bav 
13. judgement without mercy , that bath ſhewed » 
mercy, He ſhall have all judgement , pure 
judgement , wirhout any mixtures of mercy, 
unmixed wrath ſhall be his portion : Chrilt i 

{o reſolved to.punith the Unmgrciful, that he 

will over-look any knner ; rather than him; 

yea, for the greater honour of the Juſtice 0 

Mat. God, The Loyd ſcemy to brgin ad end the 
25.41, £reat A ſ[iz:s with the Arraignment and Sts 
42, &'c. fencing of the Unmercif al man. How few con- 
Mat. 9.p4ſriouate Profeſſours are there > The proper, 
26. vital a& of Mercy, is Compaihon. How 
few reſent the miſeries of others , as if they 

Luke Were theirown 2 How few ſet themſelves to 
10. 33, £o0d, to thoſe who are miſerable? Such, 
what-ever they pretend, are indeed unmer- 

ciful ; for Mzrcy is an aZive , and a commu- 
nicative thiu2, tow few Are merciful to & 

> thers Souls ? How few picy, and ſet chem- 
ſelves to help (inning Souls ? ( bat more 0t 

this under another H2ad, ) How few are mer- 

cifnl to the Bodies of others ? How, many a 

there , that will not ſpare of their ſuperflui- 

ties, tocloch Chriſts naked ſhoulders, or to 

fill his hungry belly > Mea lay oat more to 

adorn a Cup-board, or the walls of theit 

| 5 houſes, 
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The ſins of Sodom found awongſ} us, 239 
houſes, than ever they gave. to Jeſus Chriſt, ., 

and his Servants ,. all cheir dayes : Men can 

feed cheir Birds , their Cartrs , their Doggs , 

their Swine ; buc the Sucklings and Lambs 

of Jeſus Chriſt periſh tor wanc : Chri(t cells 

you , what kindneſs you ſhe to his Spouſe , AMatth 
his Friends , his Cluldren , he counts as done X A 
unto himſelt : wie x 81tthe ſcornes, J* 40+ 
and negleAs yort Mave calf dm, eicher, his Am- 
bafladors , or poor Saints, he will remember, 
aftouliet day; Go-to, thy Qloſer , and carry 
this with the2 , who ſo poppeid his eay at the 
ery of the prov , he dl o- ſhall cry bimſe'f , but Prov. 
(hall not be heard. If you give , to whom is 21, 13« 
it? Is ir not only to the: poor: of your gwn 
party ? Bur hath not the Lord charged , 
to give to everyman that-aikgth? Hath - Luke 6. 
cepred any., but idlers* Are not yoit C6 X32 30. 
goed to all , though eſpecially te the Houſhold of Gal. 6, 
faith And among them., ſhould not your to, 
greateſt charity haye been ſer forth on them , 

who are become poor , not by.vile courles , 

but by Guds Providence , and for Conſcience 

fake ? But alas ! how few. can, appeal co the 
hearr-ſearching God congerning their. merci- 

fulneſs ? How few ( if deſitudtion from God 

be any terrour to them ) dare inprecate-upea 
themſelves, what Job did in caſe of unmerci- 

fulneſs > How few dare ſay to God , If / haue 

itbbeld the poor from their deſire y or have $4 Tob 37. 
ſed the eyes of the #jdaw tp fail y or have eaten; G, 17 
wy morſel my . ſelf alone , and the Fatherleſt 18, 1g, 
bath not exp /oyrarf , 6. If I bave ſean any 20, 21, 
periſÞ for want of clothing , or any poor without 2.2, 23, 
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245 Their Injeffict."” 
covering , Oc. then let mine arm fall from my 
ſhowlder blade, and mine arm be broken from 
the bone. | 


CHAP. XXkV. 


Their unrighteouſneſs ; or anfaithfulneſt 
in Trading. 


Las! Alas! Inftedd of Mercifulneſ: ; 
ta, Behold Oppreſſion, Violence, De- 
ir ceit, Fraud, &c. This is z La- 
Trading, mentation , and ſhould be for a L1- 
with re- mentation. Inſtead of giving to others that 
ro . . 

which is owr own , we deny them that which 
andSel- is their own : Inſtead of —_— goe Our own 
lers- right, andthoſe dues, which in Juftice 0- 
thers are bound to pay unto us; yea, inſtead 

of giving more of our own , to help them jt 

their neceſſities, ( which Afercy calls for ; 

even not only not to require , what others 

owe us, When Providence hath diſ-enabled 

them to pay us, but alſo to give them more 

ro ſupport their feeble ſtate withall ) behold 
Injuftice » in propriety of ſpeech; What 
defraudings is there one of another ? How 
do men, not only take all advantages, of 
cheir Brethren , to ger what is due to them, 
ast0 ſeize 0na Mortgage , when the Mort- 
gage 


Profeſs ors 


| pinto: by earjed 4 priociple w It» a5can be 


They, 1njsfcre. 24t 
28-mo be. paid ,; ;0e..to fue.s 
nd , CRATES: vic bas leale , when 

the day of ayMeEnt is var. . bur alſo take 

Advantage rom, the nece! Bet of che poor to 

over-tcach them,” to get from them, eicher 

- 4 houſes 6r no0ds, i@ be ſure what is nor 
-their own ? Haye not we grinded the faces of 
the. paor { God will reckon for this ſpeedily. . 
;Look over ths Prophers, and Tee whetherun- 
mercifullneſs and oprightcoulnels ever went 
unpunifhed, 

bh How few tre there who me to others, is , 
they would haye them to meaſure to BER 

Telves > The 78 of. Chriſt , whereby peace * 

among men would be preſerved , and much 

fcandal prevented, i 1s no: heeded by us. We 

fo not -r wn. wry 2 4s we would be dealt 

with, o it layes unto us, Ab thivgs M4 
_——— would that wen. ſhould do = "gs Ts 

= , de ye epen_ſemns them: for this is the Phyt, 4, 

Law les 4", Prp ets 3 an cho h we -are al- 8. 

Toexhorted by c is Apoſtle to follow. whar e- 

ver $ are ome, 20d boveft, and juft , and . 

pore, and lovely. We are apt. 0 follow a mal- 

Fitade to do evil, Wharthe ones Meroleh part of cu 


world are wont;to do x is 

we geer; i we vary oP that rule pokes 

Faleouth, | we the Loa 1 pmay 

| eriknd. of &l-love, 

por wnour, , We. are loth to Asto Sel- 

what may, any Whit thwart a worldly = omg 
or 
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542 Their Injvſfice; 
as he can? Hence men cake advantage of 'g- 
thers neceſſities , or of their want of kill: 
Hence bad wares are put into mens hands for 
"good wares, or elſe unreaſonable demands 
are made to the prejudice of the buyer: would 
we be ſo dealc with ? | 
Orer- When men depend upon 'our honeſty and 
reachiag ingenuity to ſell them a good pennyworth, 
thoſe that þgzy common is it with a glavering tongue, arid 
__ ſeeming affeion to our Neighbours good, te 


over-reach him, and cheat him , though be re- | 


poſerh confidence in us ? | 
Aking H ow commonly do men demand a farr greater 
more ſum for their wares, than they will accept? Here- 
than they by they ſhew an oppreſling mind , if rheir 
will as" Cuſtomers would but comply with them, The 
pt; Ouakerewillriſe up in Judgement , to con 

demn this generation. 'Is ir not a foul ſhame, 


that they by their light within ( which ac beſt] - 


is bur the light of a natural Conſcience }) 
ſhould exceed others, who pretend to a 
bigher principle , even the lighr of Grace? 
Bur O ! howdo men mijnd' profit more than 
their own bononr and repitation , yea ( which 
is more inexcuſabſe ) than” the reparation 
Chriſt and bis Goſpel 2 The name of God ſyuſ- 
fers , not ſo much when thou art rotten beart 
ed in thy Cloſet , as it doth when thou art 4 
Cheater in thy S But wo and alas !' Me 
are ſo ſer upon gain chat ey 'can be'c 
inner is voi - for Chears and C 
mw or n their E(4 
This is bv for thels four» they canta 
igtoranytiow th Goſpel" ſaifers , "a 
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you pretend much ro knowlec 


"Thejohnfoftece; = 2:43 

'many priudicerae firengthned ini the hearts 

of wicked mia ag#init Ke 1g1on , by obſerving 
Profefvurs unteaſonable demands: for their 
Wares , and yet they c:ntinue prievous ex- 
acters. 15 1F HG Matter of lamencation, thar 

ſome profeſs;-they had rather deal with a 
Turk , orwith a Jew, than with ſych and 

fuch a Chriffian ?. And chat they meer with -- 
firer Quarter from Drankards, &c. mi'theic ' 
Trades, chanfromt Preciſans * By reaſon of :* 


'you the NV amre of God ir blaſphemed among the Rom. 2s 


Gentiles, Watereindoth your Light ſhine be> 34+ 
fore men > Ti/&y Cannot dive imto your hearts, 
they can only &:fcern, yort afrons : They 
know not what your Love t5 GW, chough 
> yet know+ 

ze void of charity arid hotiefty Z*is ro them - © 
ah abomination; | | 


', How few trade in fear , liſt by getting &#n Nor fear; 


E fate, they loſe Grd , and a good Conſcience? ing Souls 


'When one told Latimer, That he was Con- leles. <« 


ſened in paying for a Knife double to what it782.1® + 
was worth, Ns, (aid he) He bath not con- a 
ſengd me , 'but big own Conſcitnte. No won- 
der that Traddmen complamof deaJneſs in 


their Families and Cloſers; ard jmpute it to 
their Callings,*C and thereby charge God 
implicitly )<Alas! it is not theit Calling bath 


firairned and" deagned their bears towards 
God ; bur thief opprefſion and"decett in theic 


buſineſſes , © hath provoked 'God to Teave 


them ; and cAerithey are , (in; the buſineſs of 


'God, like"a"/ily Dove, withour an beart. 
Hath not God exprefly charged you ; Let no 
Y Qz Sor 
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244 Their 1vjoffice. 
1 Theſ, 7 got beyond, or ever-ragch. another in any 
fe matter , becauſe that the Lord; 4s the Avenger 


4-6. . of all ſuch? Tie vengeance of God is upon 


thee, ia the ſtraitneſs of rhy Spirit in Du- 
ties , and without Repentance ir will fol- 
o-=_ thee , till it hath laid chee inthe Pit.of 
Hell. | 
Ingroſs- | How de men labour to ingroſs all Trade t 
ing all .them/elver, by exclaiming againſt their 
Trade, *Neighbougs:, and by under-Joling them , at 


one time , that they may engage the Buyer to | 


- become cheir Cuſtomer , of whom they will 
ſurely terch out cheir penny-worths , in the 
next in that is driven ? 
Boaſtin How do\men boaſt of their ſelling their Com 
of ſelling, nhedit6es at [ch and ſuch Rates , bens their 
roo dear, Conſciences mult needs ſuggeſt ro them , that 

they have over-ſold chem , and therein have 

, declined the, rules of moderation and righe 

© xcouſneſs ? F 

Loth ry - When you have felled roo. dear , and fo 
make Re- cueated your Brother , though Conſcience, 
Kicution; in times of ,kckneſs and danger , begins to 
contend with you abour it , yet how loth ant 

yo# to.make. reſtitution for the, wrong you bave 
offered? How unlike are you to them in Ne- 

« hemiab} : Then ſaid they, We mill reſtore them, 

_ be and will require zothing of thems ;, [ſo will we 4 
"np" 4s thou ſazeſts If a Nehemiab thould ſay, & 
5+ 12> God ſhake out. every man: from bis .bonſe , and 
of a from bis laboyr » that per ormah not this pre 
miſe , even thug.be be ſhakpr.amt.and emptied, 
y0u would hardly Tay Amen ,. and pravſe the 

Lord. py DSS. 1 1X3 DOE) 35 1 13bt] 
= * £ 1 hen 
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” when men buy a Commodity, how apt Ea, 

er they fo diſcommend it, tO bring down the:Buyers, 

nf price , toſay., t:is navght , _ when all thecrying 

n- | while they know it is offered vnealic terms } ove 'ris 

l- | How do Buyers take the Advantage of the 24%8%% 
Seller's Ignorance of the worth:.ot his own 

Goods ? There is a exrſed Proverb amongſt 

v | Englih-men , butin too great requeſt, That a 

Ir} man may not Only /ell as dear; but buy as 

at | cheap as he can. Few like Awſtzy,;that boughr 

to a Book, at an. unskilful Statwnet's bands ,- 

yl } for an inconliderable price , and: afterwards 

he | gave che value ofit. Bread of decelt i ſweet Prov. 

to 4 man, but afterwards his mouth. ſhall be filled 20.17, 

* | wh gravel, + $2 

ett How of ien do Buyers (even as Sellers often Saying, ; 

uy ſay, they w.ll not; they canvort take: a penny Tacy wall 

leſs for ſuch a Commodity g:ſ0;) a»ſwey , &'V< 22 of 

>} that they will not give a farthivg more , for -_ 7 

© | whatchey have cheapened , and yer all the ? 

0] while intend to, come up to the Seller's 

©] price ? | 

wh  FMow common i it , for men to take wailing at 

ot} Wares, and to promiſe payment at ſuch a » the day 

wel and yet faily Year how do they promiſe , of pay- 

t- | though they know they ſhall not be. able to ©*2* 

* | be as good as their word ? Ic were better for | 

4] thee to: begg thy ' bread , than thus to ſteal 

$} from-thy Neighbour. - Thou artaſhamed to 

6" , as he of old : thou ſhouldſt be aſhamed 

in 

ed, 

the 

ben 


= 


A 


muck more to do worſe, v;z, ro defraud - 

thy Neighbour. The getting of zrtaſures by p,,,,, 

ahping tongue, it avanity , tofſed to and fro,, < 

if thers that ſeek, death : It is a thing very 
Q3 
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246 Theit\[njuſlece. 
frequent , toſſed roundfr9, 1but it is « vaviey, 
and t ;ey thar uſe itare Felonerade''e , they do 
but ſeek death and deit-uttion by it. 

Asto How few ave thire', that in their buying and 

Buyers © ſelling , grve 4 proof of ' thtiy loving their 

ad Scl- N tighbours 4s themſelves , their NeGabours 
lers borh, goods and weltare as them own ?* 

» Pal x «Q! Waen will ye be holy in all. mane 

x p . of Conuer agnon ? Holy in your: Trae _ 

F * well as 'h. your Church+ Aſemblics 2 Holy 

© in che Shop 4 'and in all. ſecuul av employment? 

© So holy ,' as tO abide with Godt in your Cal- 

cc limy ? Waen will ye trade for God, ra- 

« ther than for Self 2 When: will ye /abowy 

F ph. 4.** with your havds, that ye may be able to give, 

28. ec and not only to receive? When. witl- ye 

wo Ut trade in fear , and be in the fear of the Loyd 

© all.che-dayy andthat, leit yonr Shop ſhould 

- * prove your, ave; and whiht ſeeking atter 

« tlie Mamma of this life, ye b* the trar 

« Syubſtaice } Is this:thy Pray er before thy 

< entereit upon thy Cailinz? ( O char it 
« were! Lord' hely mz <6: trade” for thee , 
«« whil{t for my ſe/f 3" and for the good of "my 
« N erghbouys Soul 3 Body ,Gaods z Us well as 
*cfor my an." | Won, 
With re- 170 few, wnorg al 'thi-ſoveral ſorts of- 
Firence to T raders', render to Gafldr thi things that ate 
he* King, Czſar's 7 Hierome long (intt Uarth told you, 
Stealing That C'a/ar is not Propiy ,* but Appellative. 
Cuftomes, a 11; the Emperours were cafſed C efars, from 
Confider. Tulins C afar. . bh \ I He” % was 

How can you quiet your Corſcientes to 


ations : 
2gainſt ir, teal Cuſtomie;, gs ingriy of you do 2 Y hat 
MO, at 
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the "> f \ . . be all 

it x (ave = Vts you right to 

you | pd And by ” | 4 {0 —_— of your 

Goods is the Kwg's: ir is alienated from you 

{ to his Crown and Revenue; How dare you 
cheat him ? Should you think lard meaſure 

to pay ſv great a tribute? Hape-you forgt 

what Chriſt (ho cawe under the Law ) 44? Ma 19, 

Thougl.cribute was exacted of him, when,, :; 

the Children were free, yet be would worka ,; 27 

Miracle , rather than gave offence , in deny; , 

ing to pay the Fine , that was/1mpoſed; on 

him, #by do ye not take the ſafeſt courſe , if 

it be @ diſputable matter ? To be lure you will 

not give effence to God ,, to the\Kzrg, to your 

Conſcionce , Dy | Paying Cuſtomey z bur you 

may to'all by defrauding. Do you berem: at 

you wonld be deals with? It you were the 

Head , would you have the inferiour Aſens- - 

bers impoveriſh the Head ? If you were the 

Political Father , would you have your Chit, 

dren Cheat you ? Do not you by bribes and os 

therwiſe , tempt the King's Officers to be falſe 

te their truſt ; aud to damn their Souls by pers 

pry and treachery 2 | 

Laſtly, Conlider , that ſalf- love, and ſelf- 

intereſt are prevalent, as to make you to fa- 

x | Your and enrich your ſelves, ſa alſo to bribe your 

| minds and judgements y and to mmſtave thens to 

| 
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Jour baſe paſrzons. © '© | Conſider how apt is 
eExery one ungqually to fayour himſelf , and 
toſuck in any « and abſurd reaſonings, 
+: | whereby he may greaten himſelf, though þy 
» | theruine of others? If youſay ( a5 they of 

the Silver-ſhriges , 7 bis brings in owr gain ) 
|; - SRrcnd * 

| Q4 we 
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we cannot fubliſt withobt ſtealing Cy. 

Homes : How elſe can we Jive? A Father 

will tell you , Indigna vox Chriſtians, &e, 

FH ill becomes a'C briſtians mouth, to ak, How 

all I live? Not one that Chrift c#lFd- to 
orſake Trades and Profeffions , did ever af» 
ſwer lum , I muſt not give over my gain 5 

They only reformed , or- rehinquiſhed ther 
Trades , when Chriſt call'd them. TiIF you 

can relinquiſh unlawful gains , you -are none 

of Chritts Diſciples. Thoſe in the «Fs, 

that burnt their unlawful Books , to the loſs of 
"471i; FWhouſands, ſhewed themſelves true Con- 
19, 20, VEIts, /o mightily grew the Word and provat- 
ed. Ol When 7 yre ſhall be converted, 

Iſe. 23 her trading and dealings ſhall be ſacred , Hey 
en ——— and her hire ſhall be holrneſs to the 
ora. ; 

Their Here give me leave to addrhe Sin of  Zye- 
Lying. ng, tov (00 common among all ſorts of 
Traders , as well as others. And truly this 

Sin comes not improperly under the Head of 
V. Pa. Injuſtice, Fuftice , even when it 1s no ta- 
'trick's ken moſt largely , ( ſoit istaken forall Relis 
Epirome gion) comprehbends or whole duty to 6ur 
C Mans Neighbour , *asto matters of right + Thus g 
Þ 2 by vereue of the fiſh Commandement , to 
p 432 juſtly , is ro give our Parents their dye ho- 
qe nour , whether they be VV atwrat, Crit, of 
Sprritual : In reſpeft of the fixrh ,*it is ro 
reſerve the Life of our Neighbour, and to 
ave a care, that we injure hint not in his 

beeing : In referc7ce to the ſeventh , it isto, 
preſerye his juſt Relations'; and not _ 

. IEM z 
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them , or cauſe the violation of their faith to 

whim - irj reference'ts the +igheh , it is to 

preſerve his eſtare , and not meddle with his -- 

re: the 9th, requires that we preſerve 

 g00d name , and not defame him , nur do 

my: prejudice to hisicredit , no more chan we 

would to His &ftare :' and: by -vertue of the 

tenth, we are tomoderate our very dehres, ſo 
i not to envy him that wliich is his,nor toJor 
whaveitin-our polleſſion; To be lire th 
is tighreonineſs ro be look'd "after in words 
and expreſſions, 'is well asin deeds and aQti- 
6ts,- - Bit alas ! How doth the fin" of lying a- 
bound \ among ns ? ( And no wonder when 
Fir mwy'is fo common a linne ) for this God Hof. 4: 
hathy'a toutroverſie with the Land. Is there 1, a. 
not need tO take betd every one of his Neigh- 
hour, and not t6 tyuſt in any Brother T will not Jer- 9. 
tveyy ont deceive bis Neighbour , and not 41 5+ 
ſprak the truth ? * Have not they tawght their 
longue to / peak lies ? If you are not COMLENINg = 
hers , or falſe-wimneſt-lyers , yet are you' not 
rwviling-lyers >? Doyou not upory Every petty 
difference ſpeak of one another ye care not 
what? do ze not oor ow, defamati- 
ons 2 } htard the difaming of many' «=== 71> 7," 
yore fay they , and'we will Teporh, not the j "ud VER 
fawning-ljer common among us I Their words * 
re the words of -Facob , but rheir' bavds are 
the hands of Eſan. T he words of thiir months Pſal.s x; 
wt ſmoother than batter ,, but wary” if in theiv,, © 934 
hearty : their words ave ſofter thaw yl, yit aro * 
they dr awn ſwords : their is no farhfuldeſs in 
tbvir wonrh , their throat 34 an open ſequicher. 

| Upon 
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Pſal.12. 


I, 2, 


Hef. 7. 


Job 13, 
vO 


Thers Tnquſtigey 

n this 0ccalion give mg Jeave to uſe Dg- 
#id's Prayer ,' Help Lord, for the godly As 
ceaſeth,, far the faithful. fart, from among the 
Children of ,mey, Why,, , wherein conligs 
their ungoglineſs ? they ſpeak vanity every one 
with bis Neighbour i with flattering lipry., and 
with a donble heart do they (peak; 15 there not 
alſo many a, N ewes«tellpng tljer.- aqong us? 
They belieys in cheir Conſgiences,, that - it is 
falle z wha chey relate ; and yer, 4s promote 
an intereſt , tor ts make brarts glad with hes, 
they. will ſpread chat which is falſe. How 
many efi:iqug-lyers have we., who tell lyes, 
for omg go0g end ( as they think ?-)+ The 
highe(t end is Gods glory ;. but will ye- eak 
wichadly for Gol, ang talk deceitfully for bum? 
The. Vulgar reads the Texc., 'Namgsid; Dew 


.  indiget.veſtre mendacio 7. It contains a truth, 
.- . though nor the 'ſenſe of the place { #bat! 


Conlider- 
ations , 
againſt * 
Lying. 


is 63. 


bath Gad need of your ye? It is a diſhonour 
to God to. be thus help'd. + And if we muſt 
not ſpeakert, that good may come to od , 
ſyre then we may not ( whatever the Roman 
DoQtoursteach us ) ſpeak evil, that gord 
may comp to or ſelves. S+ 
How can you think you are Gods Chil- 
dren? God engapeth binyfelt for his people , 
that ſarely they will not lya ,, ſurely they are my 
prepie, req that will yat lye. 47 long 
208 gave his judgement concerning lying , 
that 4 ayas rf rot tell a le $0 Gove thy whols 
warld : if & mere { faith be) 29 ſave thy Father 
or thy Afother out of Hell, of peſeibly 56 could 
be z than muſt vet tell 4 lyt, ar if is were ſans 
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Their Couetoufneſs, 25F 
« Kirgdom from deflruttion: And yet to gain | 
alicte-mirch, or to gain @ penny 5408 oe 

ent the frowns of a Stpetiour z' how do F 

teach their forgue) to lhe ? Not confider- Jn 

ing z that amons the ſever things that *@r®-un Pygy," 5. 
abomination tothe Lord), lying 1s one 5*yea'y19, .. .; 
{ 85 one obſerves )' be repeats tying- twice, 
thongh under ſevera] names : that'all lyers Reva; 
ſhall ave their portiow-in the burning tak#: that'g, 
berein they are 1:kt unto the Devil , who 3s theT;1. 1,1; 
Father of lyes , and moſt unlike mate God, who | 
cannot the, O cheh 1! put away 1 "#4 avd Eph. La 
ſpeak the truth ; away wich mental retervati- 25» 
ons, and Jeſuiical gquivocatiohs. Let thy 
rongue be the faichfrl interpreter of rhy heart. 
Be faithful in your promiſes afid engape- 
ments, be not yea ad nay, Remember C;- 
cev9'the Heathen'F ſaying : None but the moſt 
villanows will deceit him \ who had been ſafe, 
if be had not truſted. TR PR 


| &i there' be ſo much unrighteouſmeſs, DO profericn 
aworder that there is alſo much corerenſweſ7 Cover. 
that muſt not be forgot , when we remem- ouſnely 
ber the evil of our ways, Conners 
\ —— — 


UM 


35>. Their, Courtdſteſs, 
| Tim, © ſeed of all unrighteduſneſs, the 1:01, of «i 
6.10, ile If wan Freabels earns chac made 
V. wen; ber unjult]y deprive Nabeth of his Vineyard, 
an This us the berr , come lot 1 4ill lim, and 
Hick, 6 Je'=# 9% bis mheritance. | Fletkere os weques 
2.P 18, Tuperos " acheronta movebo. z It I cannoc pre- 
Mat * vail with Heayen , I will to Hell for. an E- 
21-38 ſtare.isxhe yoice of coyetouſneſs.: yea (which 
" is more lavly.co.be conlidereg;). this 45-that 
- which will pat men ,. not. only upon mjaſtice 
*  LOothersy bugto God himfelf ; it will make 
.*. .4,"\them offer, viglence to Religion , tO Diving 
| honor 5 and-yhacever is ſacred in the world, 
all chef ſhall be proſtiruted co ſerve the ends 
of covetouſneſs. That man will {tick at no 
abuſe of Ggd , whoſe God. is his gain, How 
notorious was that of one of. the holy fathers 
of Kone ,.a Pope, O quanta divitias peperit 
bac fabuls'Chrifti | O how gainfull unto ns 
hath been the fable of Chniſb! And is not co- 
vetouſneſs and earthly mindedneſs an E pide- 
Eccleſ. mical firne ? Solomon calls it an evil diſeaſe. 
© *Tis called by one Aurvgo , the yellow jaun- 
diſe , which makes che lick perſon look yel- 
low all og V's ws oe _ ewhich never 
Prov. faith , it is evbliph{-bithi ns Horſe- 
30.15, leech it cries give , give, O! what bound- 
leſs appetites may, who'can neither 
uſe what they have, nor put a period to 
what they delire : as in the Sea one wave ri- 
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-., having is-our-gone by 4 new defire Of gets 
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.. ſeth above another , ſo here eve defreof 
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.- TIper\ LaQetavſueſs. 1353 * 
Art not your rarts for. riohigs 3, Monet pe 
d ne Gra ; Q2 haw-tbatt-1 57 in ſe. 
chrive more in the world , get more; 'cHate , veral pars 
cuſtome ? but-noc z-.Q ! how ſhall I ger the ciculars, 
fayour of God , the pardon of my. fans , and 
victory over my laſts? how gnxious and fol- 
licitous are you , every day for the. world , 
but how flat in your coming to haye. the ]- 
mage of God renewed ?- How dejefted are you 
when you miſ1 of 4 good bargain? , or When you 
meet with ſome Joſs, by Sea or Land ? But 
how hetle troubled i£you loſe an tunity 
of cotamunion with the-Lord } Hey joyous 
areiyou when a little of the warid comes 1»? but 
how little pleas'd wich. the galleries 5 wherew 
the beloved may be held} How are men. pleaſ- 
ed wich the earth , bur find no more. relliſh 
in Chrjlt and his ways , than in the white of 
an cage ? W hat cat Jonr neJs have you takgn, 
eve. compaſſed $16 und Land , to gain riches 2 
and hardly can goa mile or two $6 meet with 
God? How i; every opportunity 4aid, byld of (to 
Let more tothe heay } Bur do notyou remain 
contented , with'rhe-teaſt meaſures of grace » 
yea with ſomewhat \below grace,?n How' oft - 
have you left your meat 10 ſerve, 4 Cufemer ? 
' but when ſo , to ſexve-the Lord Jeſas Chrig? 
How few defogn for r40þes, as ameans jocarry 
thens £04 further eng ?, They ſhould, be. but as 
aw h of a Rt IIA to Map 'vpon. , 
ut tw, 1 Even49.glorys 
and to the new, Higraſulew:: Buy alas fow 
defire the world in ſubordination. to (ag« Ir 
25,2 means to glorific God ; bur the more 


they 
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354 
. and the wore Their detires are catried out af- 


P[4,4.6, not 'the general cry, ho will ſhew wg an) 


I ate, 


Amos 


they ſove the World , the-leſs God is loved ; 


rex riehes; the eſs after God; How fow-pur. 
ſue varthly things in vhedience to Gods 'call? 
How many our of a deſire of filchylucre? 
How ftwiſveh'the Vorld with an holy indiffer- 
= 7 How few reſervetheir zeal , and hot- 
teſt endeavours , for ' heavenly things Þ- 1s 


good? ''We need no proof of this , there are 
inſtances every where, How , for the get- 
ting of 4 » will ſome debarr themſelves of 
Ordinances t Is it not a ſufficient excuſe with 
ſome 3 'for not nog on-che Worſhip of 
God ,; that they mer with a Cuftomer , That 
kept them from che Ordinance ? Doth nor th, 
Check Rriks too faſt , whilſt tho art feling t 

all? 


advantage ? Doth not tinie-run away too tall! P 
Doft thaxrriot wiſh chou could with Joſhach 
cauſe the Sun to ſtand fil on a Market-day;, 
or on i Fait-day , when -rdding is qaick?} 5 
But O 1 The Sexton is blamed for ſFering | * 
the Clock toſtand ſtill on 4 Sabbath day ; g 
when thoit artin'the Worſhip of God, 'O!N £ 
When 'w;ll the Sabbath 'be gone? When will 2 
; 
( 
c 
« 
' 


Hew 


ſei $s for our 
Barscks ſore running 0n us , This "mnakes us Jer. 45; 


How oft bath G44 tharge tht; 
vrtonſneſs? Take bred and en 
words to the ſame purpoſe , 
to take chee off” from earthly pu 
apparently hath God withdraws. 
tver fince thou waſt taken with * D 
How hardly art thou pull'd out Fl, 
and miry clay , to Ties much more Pa 2 
And wilt then be rich ! Art thou prey g 
run into the bryars? Then farewell tothee, 
not 6nly in tie, butt eternity. How | many Mat, 
convithons and impreſſions of the bf: Wed Lay 13.234 
bave your worldly gares choaked ? 
your inordinate defires of richey puzled your 
Sonls , and diverted them from minding and 
improving the counſells of God and Conſci- | 
ence? ButO! \ How wnreaſorgblt are earthly - - 

+ em in this 6 day of Godrmratb'; When 
od is plucking up TAGEN now to be 
ves, to have 


the more .inexcuſable ſinners. This is alto, wr. | 
gether. unſeaſonable , this is ans time fort , 
this is ignoble ; yea baſe, ag, we were 
aſhained of ir f Welay, Thi We; are 
low dajes, we pretend 1o.expett be Crof; 
wn chis good reparation for 5s Grota - 
z £0 load.gur Hire andy ckcly - tq | 
£7.46; exon C IT: tO 1NCUpT 
GO8s Lops #alike. art 
op. Saws fl Pax , when 
AF ug but ak iT Phyl.;.8 
ch Þ 


we 


_— Then Conroe 
— _downwent orld , faſter than eyer it 


7: Wen: up 5 He parts from riches with more 
-freedone. thi be fouge m: The balf of 

[4 e 

ld 


Luke :,my_ goods I give to the poor ; and if I 
I9: 8. abrogred ay man » 1 will reſtore four-fold. 
- 'Jobn, the beloved Diſciple , afirms, Thar 
2 Fobs | there is an incontitency berween loving the 
2.15: Pather, arid the world ; and that whoſoever 
IT Fohn irborn of God, cuercometh the World : Buc 
5- 4+ Nas! Our hearts are as Cities withour walls, 
the World hath a thorow- fare in them , and 


- may come amd goe withoat any Paſs from 


— 


\* | Heaven. How hath God put 4 remark_ of by 
ſere diſpleaſure upon our worldly endeavour; 


lected Gods houſe , and ſaid , The time is not 


Hag. 1.. | | 
tome for the building the waſte plates , for 
2, 42 6. die the Worſhip of God, fot the Goals 


wapes to put it into a baggy with boles, How 
bak F 
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LPR SENT 
Their Covetouſneſs, 
Chriſtians , who were once lively and aftive 
for God , yet by engaging their hearcs co the 
World, they have loſt their zeal, cheir keen- 
neſs , and cheir lultre , which once they had, 
When chou halt gained time from thy buli- 
neſs co think of God z, and to diſcharge duty 
haſt not thou miſs'd thine heart ? haſt not thou 
lefr and loſt ic in the croud ? How deſt thou 
debaſe thy ſelf bereby > The curle of Cham is 
upon Thee , 4 ſervant of ſervants thou art, a 
flave to tha: which chou ſhould rule over : 
God did not give chee a reaſonable Soul, that 
thou ſouliſt chooſe che Serpents cur/e , tO 
crawl and live upon the Earth. O ! What 
{5-did praiſes have ſome ſtoop'd unto , for 
the gercirig This Worlds riches 2 Ahab, to 
in a few handfulls of carch , dares walk to 
it through Naboth's bowtils. Tudes, to 
pocket thirty Pizces , wiil venture co beiray 
his Lord, and the Lo:d of H:aven and Earth; 
O ! crembie co think wha: ſad effets your 
Covetouſneſs raay have upoa you before you 
dye. Demas lic Chriſt , loſt his Soul, ſhip- 
wrack'd his Faith, an4 all rs embrace this pre- 
ſent evil world. And it thou make ha#t to 
be rich , [halt thou be innocent? Waether thou 
place thy confidence and hope in chy g9/4, or 
na golizn calf, thoa art guilty of [dolatry , 
of havinz other Gods belides che crue God , 
and ſo doſt as highly offend the- true God : 
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Prov; 
28. 29. 


Col. 3.5 


ahd God uſually gives up ſuch men unto p,,, ;. 


ſdiritus! judgemernts, It makes me tear: you 
have not taſt:d of the upper ſpring: , becauſe 
the puldle of the World is ail ſweet to your 

R eaſte; 


3 24. 


Aux 

taſte.  No7 » { faith Chriſt) having drank 
old wine, ſftraightway deſireth new , for he 
faith \, the old i5 better, It you hag talted of 
the- joy , peace, mercy, and comforts of 
Chritt, wn earthly comforts would be diſ- 

reliſhed : It 'yon did glory in the Croſs «© 
_ * Chrift , the 'World woul] be crucified to yt 
_ and you wits the World, The iweetnefs of 
Chriſt wo:!ld drown a'l Creature-ſweernels, 
But alaſs! To which of us, « one day in Gods 
' Courts better than a thouſand elſe-where? 
Auſtin faid , If one drop of the Joyes of Heaven 
»ioht fall into Hill, it would drown all the 
bitrerneſs of Hell : So would it drown all bit- 
rerne(s in the Soul, andall che ſweetneſs in 
the World; -Worlaly comforts would be 
tovcourſe , £00 flat, too Tow to recreate 
your hearts, Did ye bur know the honey and 
1ile,of Canaan, 'ye would not {0 much mind 
the Onyons of Egypt. No man can ſerve two 
at, 6, Maſters : for either he wili hate the one , and 
24+ lowe the other ; or he will cleave tothe one, and 
de iſe the other : ye cannot ſerve God and 
Manmmin., O! Whata ſurpaſſing ndignuy 
Si teiram ;; chi to Ch it, to /et bim below the foot-ſtool, 
ng co value thirty Pieces of Silver before him , 
Aug. | © preferr Earth before Heaven , preſent 
thrngs before future ; that the Jove of God , 
che recompence of reward , ſhall not lye 

never the heart, than the treaſures of Egypt ? 

O ! hat a miſtrable life doſt then live ? Thus 

Sin hrings an Hell with it : thou art the De- 

1 Tim, vil's Martir. T hey that will be rich , fall ;nto 
' 9, temptation, and 4ſnare , and into many Joe 

an 


Pſa. 34 


10, 


and burtful luſts , mbich drown men in deftru- 
ion ard perdition. Thou rmogef neither 
Ged, nor the World : Thy only happineſs 154 
fancy: And this is thy great a... chat 
thou ſtill deGreſt chat which will never ſatishe 
thy delives; The more thou baft of the 
World , the more thon ware : the more 
thou drinkeft, the more thou rthirſteſt : a 
Dropſer is upon.thee , and thou knowelt it 


of Covecouſnels. Let your converſation be 
without cov:touſneſs : and be content. with ſuch 
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Sempet 


not. Diſcontent is alwayes the Companion ? 


varus 


eger. 
Hor. 


things as you bave, Why wile thou ſet thine Heby, 
enes up that which 15 not bl Grace and Godli- IT 3, Fo $ 
neſs is ſub tance : Wiy , with Ef'p's Dogs » Prov. 


wilt thou let goe the ſub/ance for a (hadow ? 


23, 3s 


The. p1ngs ot. che . World are faces , the c<.8. 217 
things of God realities. What good is there to Eccleſ. 


the Owners of riches, ſaving the behelding them 
with their eyes? Donot you all this while bear 
falſe witneſs againſt God ; Do not you pro- 
claim to che World, that God is not enough 
te anſwer, to fill your deſires, and chat 
therefore you goe out after the Creature ? 
Is it nothing to you , tocall God, who is al- 
ſufficient , who is a fountain of livirg Water , 
a barren Wilderneſs? Be aſtomiſhed, O ye 
Heavens , at this , and be horribly afraid, be 
ye pery deſolate ; ſaith the Lord, for my peo- 
ple have committed two evillss they bave {or- 
ſaken we , the fountazn of living waters , and 
bepwed them out c:ſternes ,, broken ciſternes , 
that ca1 hold no water, O Generation, (es ye 
the Word of the Lord; Have 1 been a Wil- 

R 3 derne(: 


6. Us 


Jer, 2. 
2, 133 
I 


260 Their Covetouſneſt, 
derneſs unto Iſrael? a Land of Darkneſs? 
Wherefore ſay my people , We are Lords, me 
will come no more unto thee > Hereby you break. 
the conjugal Relation : God looks en you as 

Tames Adalterert and Adwltereſſts, and will judge 
- you accordingly. God expEtts that his breaſts 
Prov. 5. ſhould ſatisfie you, and that you be alwayes ra- 
viſhed with bis love : and dare you tell the 
World , that your God hath deceived you ? 
and that you were miſtaken in your choice of 
God ? and therefore after other Lovers you 
will goe? No wonder , that for the iniquity 
Ia. 57. of ouer covetouſneſs , God be wroh , and ſmite 
I7. #. Weare greedy of more, but what have 
we done with our former talents ? Account we 

Mat. muſt for one, for two, for ten talents : the 
25.5. more we have, the greater ſtill will. be onr 
account. There is a reckoning day at hand. 

Phil.4. 5 O that our moderation were known to all men , 
becauſe the Lord is at hand. if thou art not 

lincere , I am as ſure as this Book is in thy 

hand , thou wile curſe the time that ever 

thou hadſt an Eſtate, and wilt wiſh thou hadſt 

been a Beggar , for then thou hadt not 10 

much to anſwer for before God. It 1s cer- 

rain ( though ſome donbt it) that thou ſhalt 

1 Tim, Carty none of thy eftate away with thee; nothing 
6.7, I1stobe carried away , fave guilt, to Hell 
in caſe of m1/-3mprovemzent of an Eftatez yea, 

if you have not rendred unto God according 

27 Chron. to what you have received , the heaping up of 
32,25, wealth, is butthe charging of chy account : 
thou muſt account , how thou hai diſburſed 

to a farthing. I will ſuppoſe thou haſt ( by 

neg- 
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Their Covetouſneſs. 

negleQts of thy general Calling, and by riſing 
up early , and litting up late ) gained an 
ERate , thow maye#t put all thy gain in thine 
ejes , and never ſee the weyſe, hat will chy 
ERate advantage thee, when the Arrows of 
the Lord enter into thy Soul } What will the 
World advantage thee, when the Gout, 
Feaver , burning Peſtilence , &'ce are upon 
thee 2 What, haſt thou got only that which 
may ſtand with Gods eternsl hatred ? Neyer 
count thy gains , till chou haſt got that which 
1s inconliſtent wich Gods wrath. What haſt 
thou got , above that which God throweth 
unto the Doggs ; Shew me Childrens bread , 
or never boait of thy gains. Did you ever 
find any Child of God worſe for aftiiftions ? 
but have you not found many worſe for thery 


thrivings in the World? Jeſhurunwared fat , Dat. | 
and kicked. Whilt you have Bonds and 32» 15+ 


Bills upon others , do not you run into ar- 
rears unto God ? And how will you diſcharge 
thoſe Suits , which God will -commence a» 
gainſt you ? When you lye a dying , will ye not 
wiſh , that your time » your ſtrength , your fÞ;= 
rits , had been powred forth upon better things, 
than thoſe of this life 7 That you had traded 
for Grace and Glory , rather. than for the 
Gold of Ophir , tor alictle gile Clay? O ye 
reat ProjeRours for the World , 1 do even 
ore-ſee the troubles and horrours, the 
doubts and fears , the anguiſh and am7e- 
ments of your Souls , whi your vunce: 
ties , as to your future eſtate, will pu: 
into , in your dying I. How w'! 
3 


- Th&if Covroufheſ?. 
take bp furh language as this ; ** Fool that I 
& was, to camber my ſe t avout many things, 
© and neglect the one tuing neceflary ! Foul 
&« that] was to fet my thonghrs and aftecti- 
ec ons on things below , (-nene of which novy 
« sive mea drop of water to cool my tongue ) 
« and ro neglett the tiiings above! O! It! 
had never heard of Chrilt and Glory, I 
* had been more excuſable tor my earthly 
© prolinge. O! Howhave 1 diſquieted my 
« [elf m vain? I have heaped up riches , and 
& þnow not who ſhall gather them. Had I been 
< as faithful ro Chri/t , as I was tO Mammon, 
« 0! with what joy might I have removed 
© hence > What abundant entrance into the 
« everlaſting Kingdowe might I have had? 
O ! Labour co prevent the horrours of Death, 
and che gnawing Worm of Conſcience. Irs; 


- fad, when the Sting of Peath, and the Worn 


Conſcience , bite the man together. Riches 4+ 
vail not wn the day of wrath : but righteouſneſs 
delrvereth from death. Believe it, it will cut 
you to the- heart, to think, that leſs pains 
might have ſerved tor erernal Lite , chan you 
have beſtowed for temporal Goods. Thi: | 
plague attends the covetous many, the more be | 
deſires , and heaps up , rhe leſs be # deſired, 
and the leſs be ts lamented when be dyes. He 
is hke a Swire, that is pood for nothing, 
whilſt he is alive 5 not good to bear and carry, 
as the Horſe; ror to draw, a5 the Ore ; nor 
to cloath , as the Sheep ; nor t6 give milk, 
as tlie Cowe; nor tO keep the bowſe , as the , 
Dogg ; but ad ſolar mortems mtrituy , fed | 

| only | 


XLIM 


only to the flangshrer : So rhe coverous man 
doth no good witlt his riches wiritt be liverh ; 
but when he is dead, his riches come to be 


diſpoſed of. The riches of a ſimnty ar: laid uh Prov. 
for the juſtk, How can you chooſe but tremble x Jo 22, 


at Dooms-day > on cannot defire the com- 
mins of Chrif# : If che Church 'cries, Come 
Lord Feſyu , come quickly , you cannot joyn 
in that Prayer 4 for that your hearts are glued 
to this preſent World : Yor: preferr Paris 


' before Paradiſe. It is corhe Saints loſs, to 


be kept ſo long trom Heaven ; but you count 
itnotſo. You cannot fay, Thy Kingdome 
come. What will you do in that day , when 
all the Eſtace and Friends of P {vs cannot re- 
lieve with a drop of cold water > Riches ate 
like bryars and thornes, good to, flop gaps, 
but not to lay in our beds, and ſet our hearts 
wpon , leſt we lye down in ſorrow. Few re- 
member the Devil's ofter , ( All theſe things 
will f give thee , is the [aſt temptation that old 
Profeflours are baited with.) Take bred 
therefore and beware of Covetouſneſs. 


CHAP, XXVIT. 
Their Ewvy. 
NV Y 'isa Sinſeldome corfeſſed ,/ but 
Fhe Spirit thi dwebleth in ms, lnſÞeth'to Envy. ,_c. 
the Sp = ff ts: 


Envy, 


yer mych diffuſed among Ptofeſſours.” Fame; 


Their Ewvy. 
And indeed Coveronſneſs and Evy are never 
aſunder : they are (ins againlt che ſame com- 
mand : Such as long , that what is their 
Neighbours , ſhopld be theirs, en:y ro 
him chat which is his : and ſuch as ervy to 
him that which is bis , long to l.ave it, to be 
theirs, How debrous are Profeſlours to 
graſp all co themſelves ? And therefore how 
apt are the very beſt to be envious at the 

wer , greatneſs, riches, if not goodneſs 
of others ? Doth not che experience chat you 
haye of your own hearts ( if you be not 

{rangers at home ) teſtifie, that this Spirir 
is ſtirring and ating in you ? The poor envy 
the rich, the baſe the honourable, as if they 
had the leſs, becauſe others have ſo much. 
Some think that this was the fin that threw 
down the Angels from Heaven, that they 

enyied Adam's glory , in that he was made 
after Gods image, and that they relinquiſhed 

their glory to gdiveit {dam of bis: To be 
ſure, the Devil was reſtle(s, till he had im+ 

plunged Adam intlie ſame lin and miſery , 

that he was brought into, Sure , maligning 

' the proſperity of others , is not from che 

Spirit of God. He that giveth freely to all , 

would not have us to envy thoſe, ro whom 

he gives mare freely , than"to our ſelves ; 
and he char iverh us thbre , "doth not envy 
us for whar we have. .If you haye not ſo 
much as others , it is becauſe you are unfir 
to receive , not becauſe God is unwilling'ta 
give. Donot we ſee how this poyſon dif= 
fuſeth ic ſelf } Angarly Fn.ic was, if not = 
ne 


| 


Their Emvy. 
the Angels , ( as ſome think ) yet it was in 
Eve : She envied the all-knowledge of God, 
and muſt forſooth have at leaſt an ity 
with God himſelf : It was alſo ſtrong in the 
frit man , that was born of a woman : and 
we ſtill ſuck it in with our Mothers milk, and 
it ſeldome dyes till we dye. This linne is 
commonly among people of rhe fame Pro- 
teihon : One Mechanick envies another , 


one Merchant another, one Scholar another, © 


oxe Gentleman another, one Commander 
another , as Sau! envied and hated David, 
becauſe the Women ſang , that Saw! ſlew bis 
thouſands, and David bu tm thowſands , 
one Miniſter another, as thoſe in Pasl's 
dayes , that envied him, and afteAed an high 
ſtrain of eloquence , on purpoſe to obſcure 
that reputation which Pax had got among the 
Churches. And happy had it been, if this 
curſed {inne had dyed in that age, but it 
hath been itill working in all ages of the 
World. 


FPthere not a greater prom tiinde 1in ws , 10 Eviden- 
duratt from mens worth, than to credit and ced inde- 
exale them ? To write down their blots and *raRing 


imperfe&ions , than to ſer forth their due 


vertues and graces f If we cannot reach O-gurrh, 
thers by i 
and therefore Luther ſaith, Envious men 
feed upon the dung of other men : They are 


imitation z»z Ve will by calumniation ; 


like flies , that love tobe upon ſores, It is 
admirable to ſee , how dull 6ghred we are , 
3s to the yertues and graces of our Brethren , 
but quick lighted as Eagles to diſcern their 
le 


imperfeftions : The beams of Vertue ate nor 
Mia. 7s ; # s, 6. ' not taken notice of, but a more ina 
Brother's eye is ſoon eſpyed. 

Are we not more greedy to receive and ſpread 
pos new any thing , __ our Neighbour 14 1nfamed 
and and obſcured, than we are to entertain and aif- 
ipreac de» f,,{e what tends to bis praiſe and glory? Andis 
famarioas. ngethis the reaſon hereof , viz. the great 

deſire we have to ſhine alone , and that we 
would none to vye with us in glory z much 

leſs to excetl us therein ? 
Gladnefs  {* therenot ( oft-times ) a ſecret gladneſs n 
in their our hearts, when ſome ſad Providences affirf 
being others , in their Names, Goods, Health, and 
brought Relations, that thereby they may be brought to a 
lower, [/evel with w , of to an infertority, in 4 lower 
eſtate } When you have ſeen ſome Congres 
gation wedged in with a concourſe of het 
rers, and yours thin and naked; and when 
ſome have been cryed up for their purity, 
gravity , Activity, and zeal; and when 06+ 
thers have greatened their parts, or eſtares , 
and yours rather have been impaired , have 
ye not, been ready even co burit with Envy? 
Haye you not been glad , when ſome blot 
hath attended theſe , whereby they have fal- 
len in thateſteem , which once they had & 

© "bove you? | 

Diſliking There is no Enyy in God, and his holy 
their own Angels: they rejoyce at our advancement , 
EN;oy- at the glory of the humane Nature , that 
mens. ijtis ſo exalted above theirs z but unhappy 
we | that cannar ſee any excellency in ano 
ther ,- but w&. diſlike ovr own erjoywents , and 
are 
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are more vexed art the weltare of out Neigh- 


ina 

bours , than we would be at our own cala*« 
ead | mie. 4 
ved The Beajis do not envy one another 4 but Confider- 
if. | Men do : yea, the Devils envy not one ot, 


i | another : ſome Pro'eſſours are herein worle ,, hear 

2: | than Devils, No wonder if there have been from 

hatred , variance , emnlations, wrathy ftrife, Envy. 

< | ſeditions , and bereſes , whilſt envgings have Gat. 5+ 

abounded amongſt us. You know we mr- 20» 

i, | ſerable effe& of Envy in the firſt man , that 

4 | was born of 2 woman : through Envy Can 

{| hated, and then kil'd his Brother Abel. 

Wrath is cruel, and Anger outragions y but FOOs 

who is able to ſtand before Envy? This is ſ0 *7+ 4+ 

filthy , ſo ſhamefal a (m , that few will own ut : 

Obſerve the conteffions cf men in Prayer , 

; | and Conference , and you will hardly find a 

Proteſigur acknowledge Envy. The malig- 

wity of this fin appears , in that zt ſtrikes di- 

reftHy at the Providence of God, who diſpoſech 

of the inequality of mens conditions , accor- 

ding to his ſoveraignty and wiſdeme : Ir hath 

a tacit accuſation of God, for raifing up ſome 

ſo high, and laying others ſo low: It js 

deeply unſatisfied with Gods bounty ro the 

Children of men, that ke gives ſo ltberally 

ro ſome , whereas he is not bound to any. 

Whilſt others complain againſt God, for \n 

making the World no better, the envious ye 

man is troubled , that he hath done ſowell, , 

—_— of _= Creatures. No wonder the G4, 5] 
e reckonerch Exvy among the fins 19, 20; 

ot Marder, Hveteatreſs, Cates win. = ”"_ 

: craft, 


4+ 
- 
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Alt; 


Lk Cor, 
T3.4,5- 


+ 


craft, &Cc, and concludes , Heaven is no | 
T hey which do ſuch things , 
{ball not inherit the King dome of God. 


place for ſuch. 


AE. 
Their Envy, 


Thus is 


a (in ſo damnable , and ſougly , making you 
fo much like the Devil, that it 45 bigh time you 


watch againitit, mourn for it , and ſeek its 


rume. 


©« another > When ſhall we 


« Q! When ſhall we hear the Ex- 
« bortation , Let ug not be deſirous of vain- 
« olory, proveking one another , envying one 


in konowy pre- 


« ferr one another? When ſhall we, like 
«* Barnabas , When we ſee the grace of God, 


un.123. © rejoxce >? Waen ſhall Miniſters reprove the 


« 76]þnahs , that are-envying for their ſakes , 
« in Afoſes words, [ would to Gad all the peo- 
© ple of the Lord did propheſie? When ſhall 
« we like John the Baptiſt, be contented to 
« decreaſe , ſo that Chrift may increaſe ? and 
© robe laid by , if others more able may be 
* ſub{ticuted to do Gods work 2 When ſhall 


© we rejoyce if God uſeth others to convert, 


&« by them, more than by us? and with fa- 
©« mous Mr. Dod, I would to God (faith he) 
*« that I were che worlt Miniſter in E »pland : 
ing was , Chat all ſhould excel 


&« his m 
« him in gifcs and graces. 


We pretend ro 


©« eyidences of our converſion from our love 
«to the Saints , but let us hear what the ef- 
©« fe&s of true love are : Love ſecketh not 
©« ber own yi love envieth not , love 13 not puf< 
© fed up. As love is the fulfiling of the Law , 


© ſo envy is the difolution of it, O! when 
<« ſhall we inſtead of enyying our Brother, 
th more than 


* bleſs God for him ? If be 


\ 


cc we 


The ſins of F amily-G vvernanrs. 26g 
- Ewe have, more ftrenAng” parts, riches » 
« honours, graces, fc. the -account he 
© muſt paſs with God 1s the greater : lez us 
« pity him rather than envy him : Believe it, 
« God is wiſer than we are, and if his di- 
« {tributions are various, we have as many 
« talents as we can well-improve. Let us 
ef look to our own duty in the your wherein 
« God hath (er us; and pray for ther , that 
« have ten tallents more than we have, that 
« they may ſerve the Lord ten times more 
« than we can, O that thine eye might affet? 
« cþ;ze heart , that thine eye ſhould be evil 
" becauſe Gods is good, © 


CHAP. XXVIIL 


The ſins of Fanuly-Governours, Profel. 
ſours mi{. 
| carriages 

1. Ow guilty are ſuch of you, as have fa- Poet 
H milzes to govern , of not commauding —— 


your houſhold to ſerve God } Of how few Can yernoure, 
God ſay , as he did of Abraham by way of Notconts 
approbation , / know bim, that be will com- ——_ 
mand his children and his houſhold after him, heekkold 
and they (hall kzep the may of the Lord, to, ferye 
Juſtice and judgement , that the Lord may God, * 


bring wpon that which be hath ſpoken Ge: 18, 
of bimw, By your Authority you ſhould _ 199. 
man 


Thedins of # amily- governors, 
mand them.co-ſubje& their hearts, wills, ang 
cqnſciences, toche will and pleaſure of Fe; 
bovah; bur alas ! how 267) you have been 
carglels infhis ?, your Cluldren and Servancy, 
yes Wives, mult know yonr Authority upon 
worldly accounts, you command them ( im. 
perioufly enough ) to fullgll your will. ang 
pleaſure, to ſerve you ; bur how Gall;o-like 
are y0u , little caring whether they obey the 
Lord ? 

Being 2. How much paſſirs have you diſcovered 

Zealous hes Children, and Servants , yea and Wives 

= di. f0* , ſubmit not to your will and pleaſure ? But 

encero When do they ſee ſo much Zeal againſt their 

them- meglefts of Gods work, , as they find im you, when 

ſclves,no they neglett your ſecular commands? Theſe 

ro God. afionsare of a ſcandalous nature, and may 
make your inferiours to believe , _ you 
value more Authori han Gods, the 
having —_ willo Ebel, s than tha: 
Gods requiries ſhould be obſerved. 

Not @a- }. How. mneny Profeſtvig: Governours art 

ring for there , that ſhew great care for the bodies of 

the Souls their Families, but not for their Souls > Meat; 
of cheir and drink ,, and clothes, or money yo Þþuy 


Familics, them, the hall have 3 but none, or Tit le, 


472 


Not Cha- How little do you Chatechiſe your Families} | 
techiling How —_ do you ask SEO gay gtion 
concerni e rinciples e Doftraue 

Hebe Gr of Chriſt > i eo Crete your Chil- 
T, dren, as you ought jn- obedience to .thole 
Prov. Divine commands : 7r4in#p 4 Child in the 
22. 6s: way wherein be ſhontd go. Rring up your Co 
| rel 


— 


XUl 


The fins of Fanidy:Gvertpers «© 1277 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lords Epheſ. 
Yet how tew of you do Chatechiſe che reſt of 6. 4. 
your houſhold , your Servants and # ives , 
though they be but Babes 1n Keligaan , Chit- Heb. 6. 
dren in  nder bonding z and this 441k 1s ap» 1+ 
poznced for Caildren in A»derſtanding as well 
as Age ? Neither doth the work or Chare- 
chiliag them, belong only unto Minfters( to 
them indeed irc doth belong as ſuch as; watch Feb.t 3. 
for their Souls ) but unto you; for it belongs: 17, 
toall that have che charge of Souls, and you 
are Charged not only with your Children's , 
but with your Seryant's, and wich your Wives 
Souls.” Whatever any of you may fancy., 
there never comes a Wite, a Child , or Ser-;' 
vant 4nto any of your Families, but with this 
warrant from the gxear Lord of Heaven and 
Earth ; keep the Soul of thu Wife, this Child 1 
thi Servant, for if it be miſſing amongſt the 
number of my (heep at the great day through 
thy neglett in initrutting, &C. thy Soul Jball £* 
for it. , Hence not only ſhould your Chil- 


. dren be taught by you , but your Wives and 


Servante:. The Wife is commanded to learn 
of her H wsbang at hame , and the Husþand to 
walk with her a4 a was Of knowledge: and 
your Servants ſhould be trained by youin Re- Gey, 14. 


| ligion, as Abrahams Servants were by Abra- 14, 


ham , thus ſome of the' Hebrew Kabbins think 

that Abrabam's trained Servants are therefare wor cone 

lo called. OS > wctfing'' 
How ſeldene do you converſe perſonally with pri. 

every,one wn our F amylices concerning thi prac- a 

tical part of Religion? How — ur their 


XUM 
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The fins of Fanily-Governears, 
ask them any queſtions , how it is with theit 
Souls > and what they think will become of 
them to all Ecernity ? Are you not as great 

rs to the inwards of their Souls, as you 
are co the Souls of che Indians ? It their bo- 
dies be indanger, meat, phylick, attendance 
are procured ; bur their Souls may periſh in 
formalicy and careleſsneſs for any help you 
will afford them, Some Profeſſing-Gover- 
nours never treat with cheir houſholds abour 
their Spiricual Efate from one year to ano- 
ther : Hence comes the great Apoſaly of 
oar times. The Lord humble us, and deli. 
ver us from bloud-puiltineſs. Many an H1s- 
band may cry out , O my Wife's Soul is like 
co periſh , chrough my defaulc : many a Pa- 
rent may ſhriek, O! Iam verily guilty of 
the bloud of my Child : and many a Maſter 
may impure to his own account all the diſor- 
dersof his Servants ; for that they have no 
perſonal conference with them about Origi- 
nal Corrupcion, Regeneration, Juſtification, 

SanAtification, Glorification, &'c; Perhaps 

thou prayelt in chy Family every day, but not 

knowing the inward lufts and workings of 
their hearts cowards God or Sin, thou knowſt 
not , how to pray as thow oughteſt : thou 
knowſt not what to confeſs , and what to 
pray for, nor what to bleſs Go1 for. 

4+ Have you walk'd with that gravity be- 


walking fore your #iver, Children, and Servants, as ve 
_ ought? Hare you not made your ſelves v:/z 


by lightneſs, frochineſs , unſeemly car- 
riages? Governoars of Families are the Vice - 
| roy's 


The fins of Family-Governturs, = 273 
toy's of God: . they are in the place. of) 

and therefore ſhould keep up wg 
and nor (Ginfully run into ſuch y d fa- 
miliarity with their inferiours, as to treed in 

chem con:empt of the Ordinance of God. iq 

| 5. You have given your Children and Nor gi- 
Servants time to work for your ſelves , bug Y'"g 
have you afforded them time to ferve their God —_ 
in? To0t00 many uſe their Inferiours , jult ferye 
ds they uſe their Bralts ; chey work and feed in, 
their Bealts , bur never inſtrut ; no more 
do they inſtruft their Inferiours. When do 

you call your Wives, Children, S2rvants , 
into your Cloſet , .and not only preſs them 

to look afrer theit Souls , and in order there- 
unto , to ſperid ſome time in Prayer, Read- 
ins, Medicatjon,, 5c. buttell chem how 
God wrought on you , how. he awakened 

you , what corruptions preyail'd with you , 

and how God help'd you to crucifie them : 
How do you know , but the ſame motives 
might mel: , reduce , and turn their hearcs 

t00 ? | X | 

6.. Have not you miſcarried, as to the time, Taking 

for the management of your religions work , in vndue 
your how/es? Some Governours Pray in the —_— 
Morning too early : ſo early, with a ſmall })ucje,. 
part of their Family, whil4 orters are in1n rhe 
B2d, or inthe ſervice of the World , ſo that Morning , 
they worſhip not God rogzther , as chey ©99 6arlye 
ought ; and this is paſt oyer with kilence ; 

bur if chey miſs of thejr Servant in che Shop 

or Field , O! how doth che fire gi Hell break 
forth at their lips ? How angry is the Goyer- 

Ar C | 
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"274 * Theſins of Family-Governours, 
our? he cries out, O ! 1 ſhall be undone 
_ bythe unfairhfullneſs of my Wife, Children, 

#.. Seryants3” bur ſees nor a greater danger , a 
more probable ruine falling/on him for nor 
havins his Family © worſhip God with him. 

Too late, * Others deferr M rning Prayer till it be al- 
moſt Noon. They will adventure into all 
worldly imployments, ( as we ſay ) without 
fear or wit : they ſee no need of God to pro- 
ret them trom outward or inward dangers , 
no need of Gods bleHng , till chey are ready 
co fill their panch , and then ſome Colle; 
muſt be ſaid , ſome ſhort Prayers ;, it is the 
Cuſtome of their fore- Fathers , it is the Re- 
ligion of their Anceſtours , or Conſcience 
will trouble ac the rotal negle& of che MM or- 
ning Sacrifice , and therefore the Prayer ſhall 
be run over with more haſt, than the boy 
that ſaith his leſſon ; that chey may riſe up to 
eat, drink, and play. 
Az Eve-; Andas ſome are wnſeaſonable in their duties 
ning too jn the Morning, ſoat Evening. Whillt their 
late. ftrength laitsco ſerve the world, they attend 
+. ir, ſome *cill even midniglt, and thenz come 
let usgo roPrayer ; when the poor Wife , 
Children, and Servants, had rather be in bed, 
than on their knees, The Governour Prays 
1 Sam. dully enough , and that while the poor fami- 
2.17. Iy ſleep, or nauſeate the dury ; and ſo like 
Purting Elies Sons, theſe Sons of Belial cauſe their 
off family people to abhoyre the offering of the Lord. 
Prayer Aye there not alſo ſome Profeſcing-Gover- 
_ a mours ( unworthy of the name of Chriſtian ) 
—_ who think to preafe God and the family we - 


Mirhinde dad Wow nb «49h. ® 
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had given men all their time, to negle& him books 
in, and to indulge to the ſervices of che Fleſh, 
World, and Devils. 


4a ; > . we 


© —<— 


CHAP, XXIX; 
The fins of Husbauds and Wives, 


Usbands and Wives are c4ll'd to refle xi- Huzbands 
on on their miſcarriages , joynily , ſe- xnd 
verally. Wiv 
| Joymily, for their vor bring ſo carefall of 

their choxce , as they ſhould baye been : not 
ſeeking God enough in a matter of ſo great 
conſequence , which was for cearm of lite , 

and wherein the Souls of each other were: {o 
highly eoncerned. The Wife 5s bound by the 1 Cor, 
Law as long as her Husband liveth ; but if ber 7. 39. 
Husbhand be dead ; (ht 1: at liberty to be mar» 

ried to whom ſhe will, only in the Lord, Be ye 2 Cor. 
not unequally youked together with unbelievers © 6, 14. 
for what fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with wh- 
righteouſneſs ? and what communion hath light 

wh darkneſs ? That they caws together wp on 

; $ 4 


low , 
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376 - Husbands andrviols fin. 

Song earthiys and !x full motives, for profit 3 

beauty, rather than-ro further che 

Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Song 

of God ſaw the Daughters of Men , that they 

Gen.6.2, mete = ; and they took. them #ves of all 

' which they choſe. That they did not by Pray. 

er and F aft ing try to live urmarried , though 

the Apoſtle told them of che-advantages of 

x Cor.7. ſerving Ciriſt thereby, He that 1s wimarri- 

32 ed,careth for the things that belong to the Lord, 
y bow he may pleaſe the Lord. 

TheHus. Severally. Husbands, ye have net loved 

bands fins your Wives, df Ghiryſt the C hyrch ; though the 

in aot lo- command be expreſs , Ha;bands, Iove your 

ving 25 wives, even 4s Chriſt alſo loved the Church, 

Silt, 04; is faitbful co his Spouſe; *T will abide 

for thee. Thou ſhalt abide for me many dayes, 

Eph. 5, thou ſhalt wot play the H arlot , and thow ſhalt 

25s not be for another man, ſo will I alſo be for thee, 

Heſ. 3- But though you bave not been Adulcerers in 

3. any wor , yethow oft have you wiſh'd 

the bond of marriage were broken? and have 

not you had eyes full of Adultery ? hath not 

your 4ve to others degenerated into ſecret 

buſt > Chriſt is patient tO his Church, but hath 

your love ſuffered all things} upon light mar- 

cers, what frowns, I will not ſay what lows ? 

Hath not family-prayer been | negleRed 

through your wrath ? Chr;ſ# gives no occaſion 

Of jealouſie ; but have not ſome of you? The 

Lord ſearcheth hearts. Chriſts love is bown- 

rifall ; how ſhort have you kept your Wives, 

conttary to your engagements t0 exdow them 

mith all your worldly goods ? Chriſt keeps com- 

pany 


. 
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pay with the W 11 of is boſome z but bav® 
not ſame of you bet» more abroad than at honed 
{briſt edifieth ts Cuurch : Do ye dwell with 
your Wives as men of k»owlelge ; Chriſt doth 
communicate {ecrets C his vpo- IC : Are not 

ſtrangers to the bearty , though perhaps notto 
the boſomes, of veu- xeareſt Relations ? Chyiff 
doth confer often with Lis Church about the 
myſeries ot God : 1 with yer didfo. I fear 
ſom: of ybu are ſilver :9:gued avroad , to get 
you a name, forward to foeak of Chrift, but 
dum" at hame even to your Wives as well as 


Ch:idren., The Woman learns not Se h 3 Cor, 


fore a'& ber Hl a:hand at b11ne.. © br: # tes 

ſuirpett rebauber to bis offending Spouſe pri» 
y.rely, and when he gets her aane 3; But do 
not you rehrove before Servants and Children? 
Here>y they learn frowardneſſe , when 
brought into tins relation, and at preſent 
flight the Wives ot your boſomes, Chriſt 
doth not blaze. his Wites infirmities 5 but ſo 
bave ye. Chriſt puts the beſt con 0% ON 
what his Spouſe doth. The ſpirit is willing , 


"though the fleſh be weak; But do not you put 


the worſt? When your luſts are quenched, 
your love is gone. Chrzft doth pitty his 
Church as the weaker veſſel ;. if ye did ſo, the 
family would be the betrer governed. Chrift 
doth ſympathize with his Church:[n all ber af< 


flittions be is affiifted ; but how fretfull , chur+ 


liſh, and N abal-likg are you , when the hand of 
God 11 heavy on your neareſt Relations } Chriſt 
doth vindicate his Spouſe , and is greatly diſ- 
pleaſed when ſhe ſuffers from the world; but 
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requaſt 2 . it ſhal} be even given thes to the half. 


Hui 228 Ont WY CUS fot 
Barnet fore of yau help to deride your Wiver's 
and net frown when. they are mronged and a» 
kuſed: Chriſt doth not upbraid bis Spoule 
with' her Jow condition betore he 
he put honour on her; but alas? How ofe 
have ye caſt. into the diſh mhat the condition of 
nar Hives was. before. you caſt Jour eyes upon 
them? Chriſt gave his life or his Church: 
what haſt thou done and ſuffered to'ſave the Soul 
of thy Wife ? Chrift rules his Church , not 
with 4 rod of [yon, but with a Scepter of Love: 
Is your dominion exerciſed mith diſcretion and 
love ? &© all chings done in Charity ? [s ſhe 
to thee W a loving. Hind or Roe? Chriſt doth 


Prov. 3* not conve his Spouſe as a Servant, but a 


Eriend; he doth not domineer. over his Church, 
but hath high thoughesof ber ; but how many 
Im; hands A their. Wives þardly better than 
Servants > Chrift notwithilanding keeps wp 
his authority over his Church , but ds not ma- 
»y Husbanas looſe it through too much uxori- 
ouſneſ; , and make._themſelves comemprible ,' 
by yeilding to their. Wives , as Adam to his, 
whencecame at firſt all ſin, diſorder , and' 
miſery inta-the world 2 How did Soloron fall? 
Chriſt yeuds to many of his Wiyes petitions and 
ſuits to him : but, weary axe worſe than the 
Heathen was to his Wife , He ſaid unto her, 
hat mile thou Queen Eliker > and mbat is thy 


of the Kingdom. The poor Wite muſt uſe the 
mediatian-of others to. have. her defires ac- 
compliſhed. When Chr;ft doth command 


tis Wite,, his Church , he doth it aw4d/y : 


we 
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Husbands and Frues find. 
We mn Chriftsfkead, But many 1 us- 
b Tperionſty #7 , too much, God _. 
kngweth , when for loves ſake they ſhould Fhlem. 
> | raſher intreat. Chriſt doth love his Spouſe, V+ 9+ 
p though he gains nothing by her ; but alas ! 
F. | How many are ſevere enough to their Wives , 
when they fail of that Eſtate, &C, that they 
expeted from them ? | 
As Husbands fail , ſo d0 wives; even a yires 
the Church is ſwbjeft unto Chriſt , ſo ſhould ye miſcarris- 
| have been to your own H whands in every thing. ges,in nor 
4 But how have ye affronced yonr Ligtic > The *2v'"g 
true Church of Chriſt loves him inwardly , as _ G_ 
well as outwardly : ſo ſhould ye have loved zz the 
your Husbands ; but alas ! How little have Church 
ye ſhewed the union betwixt the Church and Chit. 
Chriſt by your affeftions > The Church loves Eph. 5+ 
Chrilt »z9re than Angels: Whons have 1 in 24+ 
Heaven but thee > And there is none wupom . 
E arth that I defire beſides thee. But how many 73+ 25+ 
Wives are commending others Hubands more 
than their own? It my Husband were thus, 
and thus, &'c. Thy Husband ſhould be to 
' 8 thee the moſt precious of all perſons, the 
 & moſt lovely in thine eyes. Not parts and 
ifrs , but che good plcaſure of God , ſhould 
the ground of this ſpecial love, The 
Church honours Chriſt above all other perſons 
in the world ; but have not ſome of y on mean , 
= ow and baſe thoughts of your Hiubands > The 
Church is ſubjeft to Chrilt i» all things ; but 
will not ſome of you wear what you pleaſe , goe 
where you'[pltaſe , eat what you pleaſe , and 
employ your [clues in what you pleaſe 2. Nea » 
7 though 
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Huthands and FWrues fins. 
though contrary to your Husbands juſt com- 
mands, and meek entreaties ? The Church 
fears Chriſt : ſo ſhould Wives.: I ſay not 
either ſhould, 'wich a (laviſh , but both 
ſhould , with a reverential tear. Remem- 
1 Chron, ber Michal , She deſpiſed ber H ushand in ber 
15. ult, btart , ( She did not exprefs her fighting 'ot 
him , as many do, in words ) and ſhe had no 

Child unto the day of her death. God took 


the Husband's part, and puta remark of dif-4 


pleaſure upon thathet ſaucineſs. For ſlight- 
ing the Ordinance of God,her Head,(though 
but in her heart)Gad plagued her in her Vomb 
with barrenneſs. The Church loves Chrilt more 

- and more ; but O the decayes of Womens affe + 
ons to their Hucbands | Partly through levity, 
and partly through age, and partly thro ugh 
P croſs Providences 1 Whereas thon ſhou lift 
FOR: © Ve kept the Covenant of thy God, The 
Ts Charch doth commend Chrilt ; but ſeldome 
are Wives careful herein, to imitate the 

Church of God. How many do blazon their 
mnfirmities more frequently, than commend theiy 

graces } The Churchis careful to pleaſe Chriſt 

Coy. 7.1n all chings : The married Woman ſhould care 
34; ( Rudy ) ro pleaſe her Husband, by her attire, 
behaviour , words ; She ſhould goe, ſpeak, 

Eph.s, anddoſo, as may render her moſt acceptable 
24, in his light , » every thing. How many croſs 
Wives are there, that love to vex, rather 
than to delight their Husbands,? They will 

cloath and adorn their bodies , to make them 

lovely to {trangers , rather than to their own 
Hutbands. The Church brart p_ - 

whe: 


Husbands and Wives fins, «nr 

b»kes and blows from Chriſt : -ſo» ſhould | 

Wives; as Sarah was commended for het 

meekneſs, The ornament of 4 mech, and quiet 1 Pet. 

Spirit, is inthe ſight of God , Tar 344» $, 

for after this »41 is Tr ſhe py eve z 1 boly 6. 

” | Women hdorned chemfelves » being in ſubjetion 

to their own Iomubands , even 4s-Sard, Oc, 

| | The Charch gives Chriſt rey Titles of 

; | honour andeiteem : bat ales! wives are ſo 

7 proud, ſo ſelf-conceited of their own worth and 

\ | merit , that they cannot but diſrefpett all others, 

| | even their own H wbands. Heteby they ſhew 

\ | notthiemſelves rs be the Daughters of Sarah; | 

\ | She having occaſion to think of her Husband , G#% 18. 
reſently this title Loyd came ovr of her 72+ 

n9e> in'o her mouth : and the Holy Ghoſt ] Pe. 3« 

takes notice of it: yea a"ſecond time ,' ſure 6+ 

ie was for ſome high end; and proves that ſhe 

obeyed Abraham , becauſe She called him Lord. 

Perhaps the Wife will tell me ,' theſe are but 

trifles that 1 croſs my Harband in: 1 muſttell 

thee , to break the order of God for foyes and 

trifles will greaten thy ſin at the day of accounts, 

What wilt thou , dareſt thou for fo Nender a 

matrer tread down the Law of thy God , and 

hazard the ruine of thy' Soul} O! conſider 

this , and curn not your duties to your Hug- 

bands into matter of talk and paſtime, as the 

manner of moſt Women is, 
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The miſcarriages EG ſring- - Parents 


en, 


__ OOIngnS » O! bow Little do you plot for the 


amreratrons ? how lictle do 
_— thee od hath a Name when you 
dead-and gone, that Chrilt ſurvive , and 
potineh flouriſh , when-you ſhall be rotten 
= youp graves?- Ol 'tis through your de- 
alt, = the name of Chrilt is not had in 
everlaſting ma 7 wenn if you were faith. 
» how would the Herations to come bleſs 
__ Lowd i in.your t? It you were active 
and diligent , you might convey holineſs 
down to your poſterity, as you have been 
uments to.canvey down a ſtock 
of finne ,, you have been infiruments to con- 
to cqaney.don but are not an _ 

to ey. down -? The Worl 
nad r pg DE Church of Chri 
would foon regain its antient luſtre and beau- 
ty , if ye did bur faithfully diſcharge your du. 
nes to your Children : you might ſuffer little 
Children to come to Chriſt , yea you might fill 
of Heaven ; but do not you ra* 


ther iſihe Kingdom of Fell } And as _ 
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[rack as 
made I [ral to , do-not 

= me Memos oddken 
the way to Hell? Q!1 confider fericuſlyand 
ſadly how fart you are —_— reſpe& to 
the Souls of your Chi 

| 1. By giving then bad examples. Cham — 


n , iy 
284 > 


not covering his Fathers nakedneſs was a fin Givjng 


conye 


God chargeth the Church of the Jews 


down to all hisrace , and therefore Childng 


that ſin , under the expreſſions of a cagatntng 


the manners of the Nations. 
in the manner: of the Nations ; which I caft out 
before you ; for they comm; ted all theſe things 
Your pride , ſenſuality , careleſneſs in 
worſhip of God , your paſſions towards your 
Wives , and Wives towards their Husbands, 
your frowardneſs toward ſervants, 8c. teach 
your Children ſo to carry themſelves towards 
others, One check'r his Son, and ſaid , never 
Parent had ſo wicked a Child ; yes ( ſaid the 
Son ) My Grandfather had. 


Ye (hall no walk | evit, 


20..I1, 
" & 23. 


compar, 


2. B y bumouring and cockering your Ce 


drew in ew Sins : Teaching them early rozok 
be proud of their fine clothes ; and to re-" 


ns, e me 4 blow, ſaith the 
Mobes to the Stila z whilſt ir ſits on her 
= By indulgi 
life, | It is thoug 


ro his yoluptnous 
Iſaack. jen by fulfering in his 
Son's tare difobStbencer onde ng 
bim to fore and hunt away too of preci= 
ous time. Many, y_ ill their Chi 
dren with cling tha Avſdin tells a ſad 
Story of one Cyrabur, who loved an only Som 
"umodercely , and let him . do- (without 
Lot: 


ke 


. | ftro 


Prov. 


29.17. 


Prov. 


23.13. Wjh the Rod, beſball not dye. _ Foolcbmeſs ic 


corre&ion ) what he would : afterwards this 
cockered Son, in a fit of drunkenneſs , of. 
fers violence to his Mother , killed his Fa- 
ther , wounded mortally ewo of his Siſters , 
and would haye raviſhed another, Through 
fooliſh pity , Parents , eſpecially Mothers , 

ive the reines unto their Children , when 
are young, and thertby they grow head. 

, and are 4 ſhame ta the Mother that 
bore them. The ſparing of the Rod is.the ru- 
ine of the Child, Do not you reprove your 
Children , as old fond E!: did ? Thereby he 
brought a plague upon hunielt 2nd upon his 
poſterity. What faith one ? never ceaſe 
convincing or correRing till thou haſt tub» 
dued the ſpiric of thy Child, if he. cyntends 
with thee.” You pretend ſuch hay/hneſs is mn- 
conſiſtent with love ; but I ſay trom the Lord, 
ſnch fondneſs and indulgence 1s conſiſtant mith 
hatred ; and 1 am ſure the Lord 1s on my (de, 
in this. He that ſpareth his rod hateth bis Son, 
he that loverh him chaſteneth him betimes. . Is 
it love to ſufter a wound in thy Child to feſter 
( and thereby to deſtroy him ) rather than to 
apply a paintul corrokve- for the expediting 
the cure ? But what ſajth the fond Mother > 
O ! If the Child ould be the worſe for my 
correRion., it. Would. be a trouble to me 
whilf I live, O. that ſuch a deting Mother 
would hear jthe Lord himſelf ! Coryett thy 
Son , and be ſhall give thet reſt ,' yea he ſhall 
give delight to thy Soul; With: bold not cor- 
rettiow from the Child :- for if thou beateſs bin 
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Pr nts'0vd Childrens fit: 


bound inthe heart of a Child ; but the rod of Prove.” 
correftion hall drive ut farr from bum. - AI 


3. By net acquainting them with the Lord , 


% TILS 


Not ifs 


and bis wayer , and" that berirves. Hath not rugiaeg: 


God commanded , that his Laws ſhiauld_ be them, 
whetted by you, upon your Children ? Thes _= 14 


chalt teach them diligently ( Heby:" where of Dew-.. : 
ſharpen )' anto thy Children , 4nd chalt talk of 6+ 78-"l 


them when thou ſitteſt 1n thine ooo aud whih 


down, mid when thou Tiſeſt up. Some con- 
ceive, that Cacethifins of Children is ot 
obſcurely hinted in this ancient * Precept. 
And is not Child-hovd and Y ourh "the tithe , 
whererein Solomon adviſech the Children of 


mere ſhonld be trained up in the way wherem Prov. 
be worth 2.2, 6. | 


. 


they zhoxld goe? O Parents ! It G 
your own acquaintance , is he not worth.the 
acquaintance of ſaciras are ſo near 'and dear 
unto you? Can yon without rremblirtgrhink, 
that as ſoon as Death breaks up your hvuſe*, 
you' may to Heaven , and'your Children 
muſt to Hell , and thither chrough your de- 
faule? Buc if you ſhould dye in this 'negle& 
of in{truting your Children, you will be 
miſerable as well as they : And. O !, What a 


greeting will there be hereafter between un- + 1 


godly Parents and Children } What, an. hear- 
ing will it be co yonr tormented Souls, to 
hear your Childrerr'cry out ayainſt 'yon.,, Al 


this that we ſuffer was long of yok, you; thould” 


have tawpht w better , and did not : What 


an addinion will ſuch out-cries be to your 


taiſery ? 
4- By 


» AM 


thowwalkeſt by the way, and when thou heſt © * n 


266 Pavonts bad Childrens fine. 
"s . 4+ Bynetredre/zing the diſorderly carria- 
Children £47 f argon toward; one another, How 
ro fall our tw Kebercah'; are there ? She was carefull 
with one t0/remove jars and miſchiefs chat might a- 
adother. riſe dettiers her two Sons, 
5. By not praying for your Childrens Soul: 
- Y* and againſt thoſe Fery particulars , which 
hem, Cheir nitural conttitution leads them moſtly 


to, 
Nor cor: 6, By not correfling them aright 2.45 to 
refing a- tie , not early enough ; He that lover biul 
right, correfteth bims betumes : not, whilſt the faul: 
is freſh in his thoughts, wich all che aggra- 
yating. circumſtances thereof; Not z with 
compaſſion enough, You have reaſon ( ſaith 
Mr Dog ) to be angry with your ſelyes , ra- 
| ther than to be bicter to your Children ; for 
'- *- youcorre& your own (in in your Children. 
f the Child be curſt and froward , hath he 
not ſeen his Parent brawling and contehti- 
ous, &c? not withering correthion with Pray- 
&r , that God would bleſs word and rod, 
Commonly Parents corrett in an high paſli- 
on , whereby Prayer is hindered, and the 

gx rn _—_ id. 

I * ron ry without 4 cauſe, or 4+ 
Being eve the defer. nger malt be let out ac- 
-— **cording tothe nature of the offence. It Pa- 

rents be always chiding or correQing , they 

make their Children reſolute, (hike Hager 

and Iſevart, ta take up their heels , and into 

the Wilderneſs will they , any where to be 

_ delivered from ſuch hard _—_ Provehs 
pb.5.4 008 your Children 59 wrath, | Some Parents 
wan 


want aataral of eons » are to9 ſevere ; Cor+ 
re&ion like Phyfick , if coo frequent , will 
work no more wich Children , than our meas 
with us. | 

8. By loving your Children more than God, 


ſo chey grow up monuments of y 
Some Gentlemen train up their 
hold an Hawk , to follow a Dog , and com- 
monly they dye in an Alehouſe , or ſhorten 
their lives thereby. Burt if you do provide 
a calling for Children , 1s it noe what is 
ard page , rather than what will be moſt 
uletullqo the good of the Soul? —_ 
rather have them rich Faftours among 
wy ( vre they lean nfs encinery off ls 
+ k a= 


ky - 


$ not nacely; : 


: | lovingthem as they are yours , not as they inor 
\ | are Gods, as they bare your Im 
; | Gods , for their beauty and parts, chan 


I Sam. 
3.18, 


beſt, 


ns 


Nec 


marching /»;, but rather to 


ca 


Giriog - | 
away all the Chirec 


CAPNRES and Childrens fins: 
Heatheny ) then to have a meaner any af 
home ,- -where the Goſpel is preached in 
powet and purity ? 

IO. By not matching them to godly per- 
Ee rich: Hereby ye 
ſhew that the lilver ſhrines are in higher re- 
pute than grace and -Godlineſs. |, | 

I 1. By giving all to your Children, though 
of God hath more need of ir, 


to Mew, FHereby you Evidence that you prefer not Z jon 


before your chiefeſt joy : that you love the 
outward. eur 6f your Children more 
than the proſperity of the Church, Ir is a 
wonder {' ſaith Mr. Baxter ) how ſo many 
ſeemingly holy , ' can quiet their Conſciences 
in ſacha (in as this is ? If one of you have 
two or three hundred pounds per annum, it is 
a wonder. if you leaye an hundred pounds 4 
year of it td pious or charitable uſes, Nay 
do not Parents leave all co their Children, 
when they have apparent proofs that they will 
ſpend it in the ſervice of Hell? O!- Ler Pa- 
rents tremble; What wile thou iriable and 

then thy Children *to rebell- againſt 


- | * God? put fuell tothe fire? put ſwords into 
- their hands to fight againſt the mio} high ? 


* Parents I beſeech yon look diligently to 
ee — be humbled for theſe and ſuch 
< like miſcarriages. O ! look abour yon, and 
* you will fee a ſad Apoſtaly in Children,Pa- 
< rents c:v3l, the Children debavcbed: Parents 
«* eodly, the Children formzall or looſe: Parents 
© emvicient for grace , Children notorious for 
© dewdueſe, Let your bowels curn within you 

- 6&r9 
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Parents and Childrens fant; 
« to (ee ſo grear a degeneracy. Double your 
«« diligence, that there may be an holy loved, 
« Knock off the chains of Hell from your 
« Children what you may : lay not our all 
« your time how they may be rich. It isno 
« time to ſeek great chings for your ſelves z 
« ſeek them not. DPitty the Souls of your 
& Children, that are ſlaves to the Devil: How 
& can ye mind your trades , fields, bodies ; 
« whilit the Souls of your Children are in 
« dariger of periſhing 2 How can ye ſee the 
&« Devil driving your Children to Sin and 
« Hell , and ye and ſtill with a Gallo-Spi- 
«ric? Goto your Cloſets, and ask your 
«* hezrre, whether the Youl be not the prin- 
& cipal part of the Child, and whether thac 
* needs not you? care more than the body ? 
« Do nog throw away the Blade to preſerve 
& the Scabbvard, God hath ſer you co watc!1 
© their Souls, to train up their Souls, ro pro- 
« yide for cheir Souls : if you do not ,. whar 
« is your love more chan a Pagans, a Turks ; 
* rawards your Children? You think you 
&© (honld be unnatural if you ſhould not lay 
© up for your Ciildren ( though many Pro- 
« feſſours upon pretence that God will pro- 

« y ide, indulge ro tie Reſh, pamper their bo- 

* dies, and ſtarve their Children ) but here is 
* the beſt laying up. to lay up a ſtock of Pray. 

« ers for them, andatlock of Counſell and 

* InfruRion in them. O Pyrents ! Once 

*mo:e I befeech you, puc on bowels of pit- 

«ty and compaſhon, Pitty the periſhing 

, Souls of your own Children, Command 

Wy 


* your 


© 260 Profeſtine-Chilarens Jins 
«your Chiliren to keep tre way of the Lord: 
«ſuffer them not ro faſhion themſelves ac- 
«cording to the courſe of che world, Con« 
« nive not at them in prattifing what you think, 
« i abomiuvable'in the worſhip of God. Re- 
« member they are Gods Child:en more-than 
Exch. © yours. AR" Sonl; are mine. ' Godclaims a 
"IG. 20, ©* ſpecial right in them, thy Sons and thy 
_ & Daughters whom thou haſt born unto me, It 
« you neolet your duties , you and your 
« Children are like to have ſad greetings, 
— « when you meer. before the Low hocke! 
& day. How will your Chikdren lay their 
* <« hells and rorments to your dores ? how will 
e they curſe the day they vere born of ſuch 
fond women, who indulged ro them in 
© their negleFts of God 2 Curſed be the day 
« that ever Ia the pations, the price , the 
©« formality of my Farher, or of my Mothet 
« for thereby I learned to fin - againſt the 
& Lord. 'O'your examples undid me! 1 had 
© not cometo this place of torment had ic 

© not been for you. | 
As Chil- Children, Are not you alfo oreatly faulty 
dren, evi- towards your Parents ? If Children be richer 
denced in than their Parents, how irreverent are they ? 
_—_ how over familiar with cheir Parents? as if 
ars. they had forgot the firſt Commandement with 
promiſe. How diſobedient are they to their law» 
fall commands? though the command of God 
Col. 3. be expreſs, Children, obey your Parents in all 
20. thikgs , andit is added , fo# this 5s well-plea- 
Epheſ. ſing wito the Lord. Children obty your Parents 
6.1,2,3, #n the Lord for this ir right, onour thy - PR 
per 


XUM 


ME SIRE. .9 wmv B &..177 3 


Prfeſting- Childress fas, 


ther & thy Mother (n hich us the firſs Comman- 


dement with promiſe )) that it may be well with 
thee, and than mayeſt live long on the Earth. 
Was Chriſt ſubjett to his Parents, and ſhonld 
not you be ſubject to yours? Sure you ſhould 


* have obeyed them as farr as without fin , 


though the:r commands croſſed your natural 
delires : as Joſeph , when /ſrael ſaid unto 
him , come I will ſend.thee to thy Brethren at 
Sechem , though he knew he ſhonld be ſenc 
to chem who hated him ; yet be /aid nnto bis 
Father , Here am I. FH ow ſtout aud rebellious 
are Children when correfted? How few can 


-- 291. © 


Luk. 24 


Fo 


ſay , we have bad Fathers of our fleſh , which Hebr, 


correfted mw, and we gave them reverence? *** 90 


This Sin ſo provoked God , that he made- ir 


Capitall inthe dayes ot old, If a man have a Dext. 


ſtubborn and rebellions Sm, which will not obey 
the woyce of bis F ather, or the voyce of his Mo- 
ther , and thu when they have. chaſtred bim , 
will not brarken unto them : then (hall is Fa. 
they and his Ml other lay hold of him, and brin 

him out wnto the Elders of by City, and bal 
ſay, this our Son is fiubborn and rebellions , 
&C, and all the men of his City (hall ſtone bim 
with ſtones, that br dic: ſo (halt thow put evil 
away from ammg you. How rebellious are 
Children in refuſing the eallings which Parentg 
have appointed" for them ? It 'the Parent be 
bonnd to bring them up roa calling, are not 
the Children bonnd to attend that calling ? 


Brethren , let every man wherein he 15 called}, 1 Cox, 7, 


21. 18, 
19, 20g * 


21, 


therein abidt with God, Chvilt probably was 2 4, 


trought up iþ his repured Bachers calling.  /s 
T 2 


re 


Profeſiing-Childrens fins. 
wot this the” (arpenter ? How diſobed;ent are 
ar. 6. es both 1 their — ? Chil 
Fo dren are the Parents goods , ſo God reckon- 
| eth them , yea ſo the Devil reckoneth them. 
When the Devil had commiſſion to meddle 
with Jobs goods , he falls on the Children. 
Gen, 21, Some are worſe than Tſbmael;, Nature and 
21, Civility made him ſubmit co his Mother for 
the choice of his Wife. It Children mult 0- 
bey their Parents in littles., mach more in 
weighty matters. How little have you requi- 
ted your Parents? This you are bound unto , 
-; To ſhewpiety at home , and to requite Parents , 
-d og rs jo = acceptable before the oak Your 
Parents took care of you when you were as 
beaſts , you had your life and education from 
them , and what now ſlight them when old 
or weak } What laugh at their follies > Whar 
when you are high, reje& your parents thar 
are low ? The ve:y Heathen Oratour de- 
claims againlt this 3 We are not born ( ſaith be) 
for our ſelves , but partly for our Country, part- 
ly for our Parents. How are you degenerated 
from your Parents commands and examples ? 
There are few true Rechabites , who forbore 
wine from generation to generation, Ic 
makes my heart ake when I read that the peo- 
ple ſerved the Lord all the dayes of Joſhuab , 
Twdges avd all the dayes of the Elders that ont-lived 
2.7, 10, Joſhuah , who had ſeen all the great works of 
It, 12, the Lord, that be did for Iſrael ; but therea- | 
I4. roſe another generation after them , which knew 
not the Lord, (fc. and the Children of Iſrael 
414 evill in the ſight of the Lord, __ _— 
2am ; 
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Profeſsing-Childrens ſins. TY 

Baalim : a»d they forſook the Lord Gold of their 

F athers, which brought them out of the Land of 
Egypt, &c. and provoked the Lord to anger : 

and the anger of the Lord was hot againſt Iirael, 

and he delivered them into the hard, of ſpoylers, 

that ſpoyled them ; and be ſold thems inta the 
hands of their enemies row: about, ſo that they 

could not any longer ſtand before their enemies. 

O! in vain will ye relieve your ſelves in 

_ Bapciſmal relations unto God, that yow 

ave Abraham to your F ather : Gods judge- Ar, 
ments will be more bitter coyou, more heavy 8, rt, 
on you , than on others , a the Children 

of the Kingdome ſhall be caſt out, You will 

be ready to curſe the day vo. came of ſuch 
Parents , that ever you had {uca holy inftru- 

ions and ex:mples , ton» purpoſe , ſave 

to greaten your condennation. The Lord | 
ſaid unto Moles , This People will gor awha- Dent. 
ring after the Gods of the Strangers of the 3"+» 16, 
Land , whither they goe to be amongſt them , 17 
and will forſake me , and break my Covenant y, © 
which 1 have made with them : T heu mune an 
ger ſhall be hindled agairſt them in that day , 

and I will forſake them , and will bide my facet 
from them , and thry ſhall be devoured , aud 
many evills and troubles ſhall befall them ; ſo 
that they will ſay in that day, Are not theſe 
evslls come upon ws , becauſe our God uy not a+ 
mongſt ww? Nay, Abraham ( whom you 
cruſt to, and the Privileges by him ) will 
upbraid his Son D;ves with his former good 
things: Son, remember that thou in thy life Luke 
time recezvedſt thy good things , and likewiſer 6,25, 
S-23 Lazarus 
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Lazarus evil :/ mg: : but now he i comforted , 
and thou ar: tormented. O moſt ercadtul ! 
Your vety righteous Parents (:a'! rejoyce in 
your ruine. The rightenu ſhall refoyce , 

Pla. 58. when he ſees the vengeantt, &c. So that a 
Io, 11,994” ſhall ſay , Verity, be is a God. that 
judgeth iz the Earth, 


CHAP, XXXI. 


The ſins of Profeſsing-Maſters 
and Servants, 


bei: FH Irſt you Maſters , ſee how guilty you 
ters, are in tne Relation of Maſters, 

Nor I. Shoruld mot your eyes , like Davids, have 

chooſing beer upon the farthfull of the Land * that thry 

godly © Pight dwell with you? How Curious ſhould 

Servants, YOu have been in this particular 2 Burt alas ! 

Pſal. ye would not buy aa horſe , an houſe, a 

Ion, 6, Field , but ye would try them 5 but how 

Careleſs have ye been whether your Servants 

were godly » ye 0r no? If they were ſtrong to 

labour , was not that all ye look'd after? you 

_ look'd that they ſhould be diligent in your 

7 work , your intereſt made you look tothat , 

but haye you Jook'd for ſuch as walked in a 

perſe& way to ſerve yov ? Hence many have 

been taken into Profeſlours families , who 

| 4 | were 
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_ were fo,ns . wanen, , and, yncleans g".d 


thereby Kelyivaiath tuttered Exceedingly : 

and others 1y,eettongued , gofſiping , glit-,x, - 
tonous , arunken Servants, and jy Atdterm;. . «+ 
was &&voures by his Dogs: All the Maſters - \:* 
ge: ve been pur into a bag with, holes : 
a ju't an ig teous j.d;ement upon the 
Maiter top uis preterrins 1clf before Religi- 
on : yea { voliiCt 35 a i deer gontequent ) 
he:.cc te Cotidren are corrupted by evil ex- 


ar ; » Gs) Lens UTE apt oo MuULAtE the 
le: 5s | cacdnels, than the Parent in 
11:3 :.1ct*. O .. you had teen curious in 
Li jt Cd; ! 1,44 your procured holy fer- 
Va Uy ut, Zeal . YOrwardneſs and CAFE 
of TA Gaideren , waz families. might you 
bave i141! Al would have been, pliable to - 


your i40!y countels, . 

Shunld you not rave removed wicked Not te» 
Cervantes as 1001 as all your counſels would —_ 
not take <fie on them ? David did ſo, He gnes, 
that work ..h aeceit , and telleth lies , ſhall not Pſa. 
tarry in mp ſight, Youon the contrary keep ror, 7, 
them as you do horſes , 1t good for labour. 
It will never be ſaid to your glory y th: 
Church in your houſe : but may ic not be ſaid, 
there is a eſt of Snakes , a cage of Devills 1n 
your houſe ? | Not 

2, Are not you too rigorous towards your, pray, 
Servants ? Do not you too much frown upon rigorous; 
them , as Laban on Facob? Do not youu Gey. 3x. 
words of reproach in your (peaking tothem-? 2; F. 
Whoſoever ſhall ſay , thus Feel, ſpall be i» Mat 5 
davger of Hell fire. Do not you ftriks them 22, 

T 4 or 
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Profeſtrog- Maſters mifcarriazes. 

wnneceſſarily or immoderately > Hwe you for- 

— gorrenthe commands from Heaven ? Tho 

Levit. ſhalt not rle ever him with rigonr , but ſhalt 

25. 43+ fear thy God. Maſters, give unto your Ser- 

Col.4.1, vants that which « Juft and equal , know. 

that ye alſo have a Matter in Heaven. And 

Eph.6,95e Maſters, forbear threatring, knowing that 

your Maſter alſo ts in Heaven, neither is there 

refÞelt of perfons with him Do you herein 

as you would be dealc wich Would you 

have God to deal with you, as you deal with 

your Seryants > Remember, you and your 

Servants haye one and the ſame Maſter , to 

whom you are both' accountable , you tor 
yourrule, and they for their ſubjetion. = 

Nordi- 3+ Have net younegletied to give that di- 

ieting Teton te your ſeveral Servants, as uw proper 

them for them, ſo that they intrench upon each 0- 

diltin&ly. chers work, and the painfil work lies neg- 

lefted, to your trouble, and to the railing 

ot ſtrite and paſſion ? How few Mittrefles , 

yeaor Maſters, are like So/omons vertuous 

Woman , of whom irc is ſaid , She lookerh 

well to the wayes of her houſhold ? Every one 


296 


4 ON 27. ſhould know his place and work in the Fami- 

; ly , that all things may be dune cecently , 
andin order : Butin how few Families ts it 
thus ? 

Or ' 4. Doyou give your Servants examples of 


'clvexin girdeth her loynes with firevgth , ard ftrength- 


Spindle , and her hands ho!d the Di affe : She 
; | makeib 
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Profeſving- Maſters miſcarriages. = *97 
waketh ber ſelf coverings of T apeftry : She 
mateth fine Linnen , &c. She catth not the 
bread of idleneſs. 

5. What love do ye ſhow to your Servants Nox 
that be godly ? Do you receive them as be- ſheming 
loved Brethren ? As Pax{ would have Phile- Frm 
mon receive his Servant , after his Converſi-\ke that 
on : Receive him not now as 4 Servant , but are godly» 
above a Servant, a Brother beloved. A Chri- Philem. 
ſian Servant ſhould be in the place of a be- 16. 
loved Brother , and ſhould be preferr'd be- 
fore a lewd Son, A wiſe Servant ſhall bave Pror, 
rule over a Son that cauſeth ſhame : and ſhall 17. 2, 
have pare of the inheritance among the Bre- 
thren, How ſeldome do you ſhow them 
good., as well as receive good from them ? 
When they are fick , how little attendance 
and neceflaries haye they as rodier, fire, and 
phyſick ? Are not too many like the Amaule- de 
kice , who left his man on the plain fields, be- * © 
cauſe be fell ſick? How are many poor Servants 3%* 73+ 
( who contrated their diſeaſes by the nn» 
mercifull commands of ſome Profeſſours ) caſt . 
oft by them when ſick as unprofitable bur. ; 
thens ? | 

6, Deo you pay your Servants their wages ? wor pay: 
Do you not pay them dodgingly ? Haſt thou ing wages 
not forgot that the Zſralites were required ,% 
when they ſer any ſeryant free , not co let 
him go away empty , but thou ſhalt fiern;ſh x, ane” 
bim liberally ont of thy flock, and our of thy _ 
floore', and ont of thy wine-preſs : of that 33" "2 
wherewith the Lord thy God bath bleſſed thee po 3,14 
thow ſh alt 5108 n1mto bim? Flat not thou =_ 

[4 
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ted them of their dues for the time of their 
ſickneſs, or che time tizey have ſpent un. the 
ſervice of God ? 
Mor ufo 7. Doe not you deny liberty po your Sexy. 
King. Pants to Speak wito you?. Job wouldnot ſight 
mw by his oe. tear od God her ſec Maſters _ 
Th. 31. yer Servants ; but he hath not givea them 
T liberty to, trample them under cheir f2ec. 
Servants are under their Maiters power, bur 
not their luſts, You ſhew your ielves Na 
bals by this churliſhne(s and auttericy. He & 
ſuch a Son of Belial , that a man cant ſpeak, 
to bim, "ne | 
Suffering g, Do nat you /vffer one Servant to tyranuize 


tyranny 4 > 
among nother ? 
them; - ; L 
As Ser= have ſomewhat in cluarge 2gainlt many ot 


Vants, you. | 
Being apt x1, Your Pride, ſawcineſs , familiarities 
. nk, ith your Governours, make me think you 
—_ would ealily ſwallowthe,erer ot old, that 
ſub;e& to we are to be /wbjeft to none but Chriſt, as it 
none but your freedome by Chritt , had exempred you 
Chriſt, from all ciyil ſubje&ion to-men., By your 
retuling the yoak of your Maiters commands, 
you refledt more upon your Malter in the 
Heayens, than upon your earthly Gover- 
| nour : What ſaith che Apoſtle ? Let as many 
t Tim. Servants .@ qre nnder the yoke , count their own 
6.1, OMaſtars worthy of all bonwr ; that the name of 
"God, aud his Doftrine be not blaſphemed. 
Eph, 6.5 Servants , be obe dre nt fo them that are your 
Wm Maſters arrording to the fleſh with fear and 
trembling 17 fingleneſs af your heart , as wto 


C riſt, 


& 


Secondly , Y on Servants that Proteſs; I 
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Profeſsing-Seruants miſcarriages. ©y9 

Chriſt. Servants » be ſubjett to your Mas 
fters with all ear , net only to the good and 
gentle , but alſo to the foward. 

Burt ala; ! how ſawcy are Servants? May Carrying 
not your Maſter ſay , If I be a Maſter, whore then 
- Pl ' 1CIves 
1s my fear ? How fearleſs are you of your —_ 
Matters , eſpecially it your Maſters be not faatily.? 
very rich and honourable in the earth 2 who and roo 
reſpetts Gods Ordinance 2 Hence many familiarly 
Profeſling Servants ftand covered in their __ rheic 
Maſters preſence , fit betore them , bow not —_ 
tothem , nor riſe up before them, Mal. 

2. Do not you when you mret together blazon , G6 
the inſirmities of your Maſters > Do not you Blazon: 
carry your ſelves as Spies rather thamas Ser- ing their 


| wants? you do not herein as wy would be Maſters 


dealt with, - p 
Oo 


3. Are not you diſobedient to your Maſters beying 
commands , unleſs inwhat pleaſethyou 2 You chemons 
are rather the Servants of your own luſts , ra- ly in 
ther than your Maſters Servants : you do not What 
obey in ſingleneſs of heart , yea , you are not leaſe: 
indeed obedient. The Centurion could ſay 4; Js 
to his Servant, goe , and he went, &c. The ,,_ 
Heathen Servants excel ſome chat pretend to7;, , 
grear attainments of Religion, He 3s the p44, 
Maſter, that muſt have La own way; Judge g 9. 
ye then in your ſelyes ; whether you abide -** 
in the place , wherein God hath ſet you ? "IO 

4. Do not ye refuſe to anſwer when art 
called by nad $5./+. P Te was Fob's why a 
[ called my Servaut , and he. gave me no an- when, 
ſwer. Silence is ſometimes a lign of conſenr , 1d. 
but here of coutempt. It a Servant anſwers Fob. 1% 
g £2 not 2 I Go 
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300  Profeſting-Servants miſcarriages, 
not , when he is called , be forgets what his 
calling is. The Servants in Davids dayes 
were of better diſpoſitions , they did pick 
ou: their Maſters mind out of every motion 
and turning of his eye, and hand, and fo 
were tontinually in a poſture for obedience, 

Pal. T be eyes of Seyvants look nuto the band of their 
123. 2; Maſters, and the vyes of a Maiden to the hand 
i Tim, of ber Mifiriſs. For want of that honour 
6.x hat is due from P:ofe ſling Servants to their 
Malters , the name of God is Blaſpemed. 
Anſwer- +» 5. As ſome by filexce , ſo others by theiy 
ing again. tongues di honour their Maſters by anſwering 
Tt. 249+ again. They ſhould not anſwer by way of 
contradiiHon, Or relutanxce, as Servants are 
very apt todo. Some will even brag, how 
they gave word for word ( perhaps blow tor 
blow ) nay two words for one. Hereby their 
Governours , if ungodly, fall foul upon Re- 
ligion. [s this the fruis of your profeſroon ? 
prayers ? running after Miniſters ? 
Diligent 6. How lazy are ſome profeſring Servavts ? 
—_ Diligent only when under their Maſters eye. 
Matters Few ſerve their Maiters, as Jacob, Laben , 
my with all their might. The command is that 
Eph, 6. you ſhould obey 3» fcugleneſs of heart , not with 
5,6, ye-ſervice ar men pleaſers, Mark , eye-ſer- 
Not de- vice Rands not with «wprightne/s of heart. As 
6gn'"g twyou would not be branded for Hypocrites , 
pom work behind your Maſters backs , as if their 
their Ey<s Were upon you. Conſider how ſhorr 
p you fall ofthis , and mourn before the Lord 
their Ma- in ſecret for your eye-ſervice. 
Accs. 7. How do ſome , yea many ſercaity eve 
only 
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Profeſuing-Servants miſcarfigget, . 30% 
only the pleafing their Maſters , but doe nt Ep, 6. 
their work ſo fp;ritnally as to ſerk to pleaſe the I 
Lord? Not with eye-ſervice , a« men-pleaſers, T;r 2.9, 
but as the Servants of Chrift , doing the will 
of God from the heaprt. Ic is trne Servants 
ihould labour ts pleaſe their Maſters , yea in 
all things ; but they ſhould ſeek more to ap- 
prove themſelves to God, than to any ear 
ly Superiour. $5: 8 

8. How imprudent are ſome Prefeſcing Ser. Mil-rim- 

vants as to the timing of their duties > Some, s — 
when rever ſo urgent buſineſs is to be dif- 
patched will then go in ſecret to call upon 
God ; wl:ereas going to bed later, and rif- 
ing earlier , would prevent much ſtraitneſs 
as to time, and fptrit in that great duty : 
Some will fall a ralking of che _ of God 
to their fel!ow-ſervants very unſeaſonably, 
not when they are at lealure, but when they 
are moit bulily imployed tor their Maſters, to 
the hindring of their work. 

9. How many cheat and defraud their M a+ Defraud- 
fters > Some cheat them of thieir rime , by ng Rey 
idling it away , being tatclers, and bufie-bo- PASS 
dies, or goſhping it away : Ochers cheat 
them of cheir money or goods , hiring others 
ſecrecly to do their work , and pay them 
with their Maſters money or goods. Is not 
this purloyning ? and therefore forbidden ? T;e, 4; 

10. How many art improvident for their 19, 

M RgS and gain ? They will ſee things Nor 

ſpoil before their eyes : they will give what providene 

is nor their own to give : they make no con. for their 

ſcience $0 eat and drink what their Maſters 6%} 
: ap 
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303 Profprong\ Servants miſtarriaged. 
*,' - donotallow them : they are not contented 
_- With his allowances : they will ſteal ſmall 
matters, and yet whatever rhey take, thopgh 
bur hictle, is che breach of- the 8h. Com- 
mandement, and the lefs-the temptation, rhe 
greater the in , that -chey- will break Gods 
Law for trifles': and ſerys the Devil for pie- 
ces.of hlver, and morſels of fleſh. What 
— faith Mr, Dod? © If ever they look for found 
*« peace of conſcience , they mult make re. 
-  *ſtitutionofall ſuch chings: How much ſo. 
Numb. * ever they ſteal ; ſo mach they muſt reſtore, 
F-7- *«<andthe fifth part thereto , or it- they keep 
Zech. < it, unleſs they repent , they keep Gods 
5 « 4+ « curſe 'with it, and a woe unto their Conſci- 
** Ences; 
Regard. Il. How many ave altogether careleſs to get 
lels of any good to their Souls whilſt under Religiom 
thei: Governoxys; 3 They ask not the way to Hea- 
Souls. yen, and if examined , they are tongue- 
tyed , will give no account of the hope tha: 
isin chem. 
Muraiur= 12. Hoip do many murmur wider repro; 
ing at re- and correft ions 2 Waat ſaith the Apoſtle? Ser- 
= vants br (ubfet ro your Maſters , not only to the 
« gentle , bu: to the froward ; for this is thank: 
1Pet, 2, worthy, if a man for Conſcience towards God 
18, 19 endure grief , ſuffering wrougfully : for what 
20, - glory is wt,if when ye be buſfeted for your faklts, 
- Je ſhall take-'it patiently ? but if when ye 4 
- well, and' ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently: thit 
unfaich.. #1 4ccep table with God. - 
ful ro 13. How wif aithfull are many to their Mar 


Children; ers Children ? Not heeding them, WOInE 
v.ding 
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Profeſsing-Servants miſcarriages. 397 
Vang az and acizer neceligigs ior Bev'y in. 
their Maſters abſentee? * 

14. How ſcorefully do even Prefiiing ng-Ser- Receiving 
vants receive a Catal» gue of their duties! How n__ 
loch are they, J42ty doÞpc kþQ co know x Abo =. 
the mind of God, as to the extent of tlicir of theic 

obedience ? durics, 

-15 « [ow many 44s da yen fol. towards Their 
your. fe law» Servaus ? Dornpt yu (ex r0-un- milcarria- 
dermine them of tiitecſpec- cucir Makers _— 
bare them? Do nou: you 40U*ts” ſupplant 3 chate fel 
them ? Do not you envy them? Are not you low-Ser« 


unfaichfull to one anothers Souls ? $f" Vans, . 


you waſt time in" idle and impertine&-gJil- , ,.,,_:- 

courſes? Are not you evitexamples td Each ©1222 
other ?. Do not you ſuffer Sin ro reſt upon” {4 
each other? Are not you guilty of noc ealing * 
and relieving them when they are over-" = 
charged wich buſineſſes ? Do rior you Ca "wi 
your ſelves proudly and magiſterially towards. - >: 7) 
Apprentices ? Do not you joyn, ina ' confe= "2 
deracy to tell rales againſt your Governours ? | 
And do nor you charge your fellow-Servants 
with'ſecreſy therein, * whereby the Name and 

Authority of the Maſter i is loſt, and all hopes, 

of edifying are texen away ? 


/ aka? 6A wo dre 


F< AG 


"FD (4692) 1 
ES SI OOO 


17 of cdogebl 1611 


SARSRSHLMIAI36S 


CHAP. XXXII 


Their miſcarriages with reference t6 the 
Miniſters F: —_ whilf they were 
reſident with them. 


Profeſſors ,, Ow little have you eſteemed them ; 
_ and bow wuch have you ſlighted 
Ok M4. ther ? Though they were the Embaſſadoure 
hiſters be» of che Lord of Heaven, and ſhonld have 
fore their had reſpe& , according to the rank of their 
—=0"g Maſter , that ſent chem ; yet how little did 
nag you honour them in your hearts > Nid yo. 
but flight- know them , and eſteem them bighly , for their 
ing them, ork; ſake ? Have you not very much flight- 
I Theſ. ed both their Perſons arid Meſſage ? How 
$-13- many have thought they knew as mich as 
their Miniſters , and therefore under-valued 
them? How rany . Miniſters bave been 
ſlighted for their mean Parts > As if che effi- 
cacy of the Ordinance depended on the Rbeto- 
rick of the Preacher : as if no dainties could 
bebrought chem in a bomely diſh ; 10 rreaſurt 
in an earthen veſſel : as if God could not ſpeak, 
_— mouths of Babes : as if the aling 
ord were too contemptible a means ? 
aye feared the wnſoundueſs of many bearts 
from 
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Their miſcariages tobards Ainiffert. 395 
from te itching Of their ears : Pay! was Care- 

ful co preach nor with enticing words, with 
the wiſdoms of words : Taough he could ſpeak | | ; 
with tongues more than af}, yet he delired © © 
Spgah rather to edification, It 1s lixely your 
Minitters could have been Serephreal, and in 

the clouds , but they ffooped _ deſcended tO 

your capacities, y and dexied themielyes that 

they might gas» you : more deliring char you 

ſhould be 9200 woe in love with the raked 

truch ofche Goſpel, chan with the dreſs it 

comes in ; But nothing hath pleaſed your \ 
ſqueamiſh ttomachs , but meat fo ſawced : you 

have loved the meat for the ſawce , when 

thers was no ſawce you cared not for the 

Sermon , and when the ſawce was gone you 

were weary of the Sermon ; you would have 

no more of, the meat. A Sermon full of 

plain naked Scriptures would not down in 

our lat times : We were Chriſt-glutted , 
Goſpel-glurted. I's oblerved by an Hiſte* 
r1anythat before the.great Maſlacre in France, 

the Prote/Eants were for a luſcious wanton kind 

of Preaching. Truly ( faith one of qur own 

about 18 years lince ) Fe camiot abſvintely 
determing what will b:come of iy : only we have 

cauſe to fear that con/ciencions, Sermons, as » 
much deſpiſed as they are , may be @ commudity 

dear enough 1s England ere long , ard wifient FINE: 
may be leſs open, that they may be more preci- pms 
xs, How unworthily haye the Minitters of 3e ++ 
Cari been lighted by even ſuch Profeſſors, 

who a lictle before , pretended at leaſt, to 

hire had heir life ge growth from them, and 
1 : \ of that 
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that tracy were the Seals (4.007 11rH5ftry, that 
they were begotten aud urec up nnder their 
ſhadow ; and yer in proceſ; 01 time have had 
low, mean, baſe and unworthy thougats of 
them , debaſed them as brats of Antichriſt , as 
limbs of Babilon ? Have not many eminent 
Proteflors been ready to entertain reports 4- 
gSainſt their Miniſters 2 and have they not loſt 
their eſteems of them for one yeal or ſuppoſed 
weakneſs of theirs? though you have been 
under ſo many engazvements to them for your 
ſpiritual life, &c. yet if ycu haye ſeen a lit+ 
cle failing or miſcarriage in ctem , have not 
you forgot all their worth, and all their m#- 
ny years labours and cares for your eternal 
welfare > Have not you been ſo far from e- 
teeming the Meſſenger tor the Meſlage , that 
you have ſiighted the Meſſage for the Ieſſen- 
er ? Harh not this been che language of your 
arts , if not of your months, What nothin 
but thus preaching ? Have not thoſe that ar firit 
admired , alterwards made nothing of this } 
Heavenly Manna , becanſe of the common- 
neſs thereof > When pearls were common a- 
mong the Romans, they wore them n 
their Shooes, Hath not even the pear! ofthe 
Goſpel been trodden under foor by you ? 
Haye not you conlidered only the nagtter, and 
not the ſtamp of the Coin? Have not your 
Minifters, though they have not kicked the 
duſt of their feet againſt you , yer oft com- 
plained to God of the contempt you have put 
upon them , and how much their Em 
bath been undervalued by you Þ It may be 
you 
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you have taought it was no great matter 20 
fligh: them” and Geir counſels : but know 
tor your tremuling and amazetnent of Spirit , 
tlerein you haye {lighted Chriit himſelf. He 


that deſpiſeth you , deſpi, th me. May you Lok,1to; 
not fear it will be more toberable for Socom x6, 
and Gomorral an the day of Ju igement , than 1, + 


or you ? 


2. How fall of undue prejudices have J0u7 Pre;udi- 
hearts been againFt your Miziſters? and you cred a» 
have not. had the_huneſty to examire the painſt 


grounds > Wien tl:&y have Ccelivered eruths* 
of a ſubl\mier Nature, than ordinary ; or have 
delivered any thing more ovicurely , than at 
other times , how rarely have you confer'd 
with them chereabout 2 Have not you gone 
among your Companions and fill'd your own 
and their hearts with prejudices againſt chern? 
When they bave inlilted long upon one ſub- 
jet , lave no: you been offended > But 
when did you ever cry out of others for be- 
inz to0 long telling Money to you , for 
ſpending tov many hours therein ? Hereby 
you have done tie Devil as great a piece of 
ſervice as any you could have done him in 
your life time. Lygt me publiſh that to thine 
eye, which was ance whiſpered in the ear : 
T ake heed what thou doſt.this man is « Roman: 
Should not you much. more haxe taken. heed 
of filling your own and others hearrs with 
p:ejudice again your Miniſters , ſeeing 
they were the Prophers of the moſt high ; theſe 
men were men of God : they were the ſpeci- 


al Ambaſladgurs of Heaven ? I chick ke (aid 


V2 well, 


s.. 
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well, that Prejudice againſt the Preacher 1s 
the great ore a to the bearers. This Fea- 
ver of prejudice hath made many , like the 
fall ſtomach , to loath the homey-comb. Hath 
nor God met with reps!ſes , whilt your Af:- 
ters have been entertained with prejudice ? 
So long as you have been prejudiced , 
though you were convinced of many duties, 
yer you have not been perſwaded to obey the 
eruch. This hindred the Jewes from cloſing 
with Chriſt, and made. their howſe deſolate , 
over-turned cheir Temple , ſo that 4 ſtove 
was not left joyned to a fone : it brought a kind 
of Dooms-day on them, '" 
Not blef. 3: How little have you bleſſed God for the If 
fiog God CofÞel-Miniftry which you bave enjoyed? and 
for ghen), yet hath it noe been the beſt under the Cope 
of Heaven ? This diſtinguiſhing Mercy did 
not affet your hearts as it ought, Some 
there were ( bur very few ) would fay, 
Brown Bread, and the Goſpel, s a Feaſt. Few, 
like the Chriſtians at Conſtantinople , cryed 
out , Better the Sun not ſhine , than Chry- 
ſotome be ſilenced. You conld bleſs God 
for Healch , ERate , Oc. but not for theſe 
preat Luminaries of Glory , who-;Were .ap- 
pointed to condutt and guide youunto the 
Heavenly Feruſalem. 
Not ptays 4+ {How little did you Pray for them ? How 
ing for little have you prayed for gifts and abilities to 
ks7, goe through their whole work, for preſer- 
vation for them , and for a ſanAified uſe of 
all Gods diſpenſations toward them ? How 
'ittle did you deprecate the ſtopping of their 
mouths, 
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mouths , nd ſupplicate that their muuths 
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might be kept open, and that utterance might Eph. 6, 


be giv en unto them, that they might open their 1 9. 


mouths boldly , to make known the Myſtery of 
the Goſpel} Have nor tiiey 0:7 begg'd your 


Prayers, in the words ot Paul, I beſerch you, Rum. fn 
Brethren » for the Loyd ] eſus Chriſts ſake., 30,3 Ts 


and for the love of the Spirit , that ye firrve tes 

ether with me , in your Prayert to God for 
ime , that I may be delivered front them that do 
not believe in Jacea (in Ergland? ) and yer, 
have nor you negleRed to call upon God for 


_ their deliverance 2 How can you tell , but 
' their mouchs lad (till been opened , had nox 


you neglected Prayer ? Harh not Chriſt pro- Afar. 7. 
miſed, Kzxk , a»d it ſhall be gpened unto you : 7,8. 


T o bins that krnocketh, it [hall be vpened? 


5. Have not you made ſorry Excuſes for not Making 
hearing them ? How little have you believed Excuſes 
that Word, He that heareth you, heareth me Y for not 


And by conſequence , that not-hearing of 


What flight excuſes have been deemed ſuffi- 
cient to keep you from the Shepheards T ems? 
The Apoſtle would have us Swift ts bear : 
$wiftneſs notes diligence in taking the firſt 
occaſion; but how have you, to complement 
with a Friend, to indulge to the fleſh , for 
fear of a litele rain , for fear of wetting your 
feet , for fear of loling a pony » yea 2 
penny-Cuſtomer, declined ſeveral oppor- 
tunities of attending the Embaſſadours God 
ſent you ? For theſe things the wrath oi God 


3 (os 


is breaking out "oy : the day is come, 


hearing 
them , was not-hearing of Chriſt himfelf, 


James 


I,sI9, 


% 
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'Amos 3, or coming, when ye ſhall wander from Moun- 
3. rafn to Hill, from Sea to Sea, and ſe h tread 
Cant, 5. and find none. Tas very excule,che tear of de* 
3,6. filing her feet, would not icrve the Spoule. 
Their 6. Hgy did you miſcerry , both before , 
miſcarria- and j» , and after Learing ? How ſlender was 
ges bes your preparation to attend « pon the[e Deputies of 
— . Chriſt ? How little did you meditate on the 
dnaeg, * Word yos were to receive at their lip? Dd 
Before, you thus conſider 2 The Goſpel that I am a- 
Hearing bout to hear,wil berhe ſavory of life uno |ife, 
wihout gy of death unto Bath ; I tha!l be ntarer Hea- 
— ven or Hell by this Sermon Tam going to : 
ditation, 7f the Goſpe! be alviaves hid , 1am a loft Soul 

and ſhall periſh : 1s my Soul hangry # This is 
the bread of Heaven: Is my Soul thirſty t 
this is the water of life: this is. the milk where- 
by 1 muſt grow up unto eterral life : this meſ- 
j ki of Heaven will be for the. fall as well as 
the riſing of many in Iiragl : If he be not in- 
ſtrumencal for my Salvation , he will be for 

Iſa. 55. my Damnation : As the rais cometh. and wa- 

IO, II. tereth the Earth and returneth, pot thither, &c. 
Sq ſhall Gods Word that goeth forth: ont of this 
Minilters month , not rer4'n wato him voyd. 
How little did you conlider the excellency 
and weceſſity of the Word that you were to 
artake of > What ireaſure was aftorded you 

; ra earthen wefſel ? Tuac che Truths and Dos 

Qrines that your Mini{lers raught you, were 
of as much worth, as your Souls, as Heaven, 
as Salvation ? 


Prayer, How little did jeu pour out your Souls in 
” Pra; tr unto God before you wert to bear your 
od Mi- 


on — 
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Miniſterr © Eiwuer wi your Miniſters , thal 

God wo::ld vpen their »wonths to ſpeak the 

word truly, fircerely, powerfmlly, and ſraſona- 

b'y, and ſu-tabty ty your condition ; or for 

your own Suuls , trac God wouli open your 

hearts, to ente tain the word fo as to profic 

by it, that you might not have open ears, and 

ſhut hearts , that you might not bave ears, and Þ 

yet be rr not s 45 knowing that the bearing cars, rou. 

and ſering eg? , the Lord hath made - even ** 12+ 

bath of them ? , ; 
How careleſe were you to purge your Soul; _— 

beforr you came to heay the word ? Moſes be» _ 

fore it was to wear God honing put off bus 

ſhove, to intimate that you thould pur off your 

garnal and earthly atfe&ions betore you come 

to err Gods word ; Bur have not you ruſh'd 

out of your worldly employments oo many a 

Sermon 2 How careleſs were yon to lay 

apart all filthi.,eſs, and ſuperfinsty of naughti- Tam. 1. 

zeſs, that you might rece:9e with meckneſs the 21. 

engrafted word, which i able to ſave your 

Souls ? If your have not come without habitu- Eccleſ. 


tion ? 

When you haye been aQually under rhe In hear- 
Minifry , Have not yo# heard irrtverently 2 1g "nee 
without awful apprehtiions of Gods Majetty '*****7- 
and preſence? Have you faid of the place 
where any Minifter of Chriſt hath preached 
-unto yOu, as Facob of Bethel , how dreadful 
1s this place? Have you in your hearing Ser- 
mons ſet your ſelves i» the preſence of God, as At; 10, 
Cornelins did, when Peter was preaching unto zz, 

6 FY — him? 


212 


Judy. 3. 


20, 


Culeſly, 
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him? The King of Moab will rite up in 
jusgemenc , to condemn the jureverence of 
many of our Profeflours ; wicn Ehud told 
him, [ tave a meſſage 10 thee from Gol : 
the King aroſe from bus T brone, and bowed 
himſelf. 

Have not you evidenced your irreverence 
in hearug careleſiy, dully , drowſi'y , ſleepi- 
&, &c. Have not you lenta mote acten- 
tive ear tOa Tale, to a Fable, to a Romance, 


 toa Ballad, toaStage-Play of ſeveral hours 


Jengch , than toa Sermon of an kour ? Have 
not you come to Church , az: ro an Aporthe- 
caries Shop , for arecipe 20 {lcep ? Hathnor 
the Golpel come unto you i» word only , and 
not ws power ? When the Miniſter threatengd 
you trom the Lord , could you ſay, Ay fleſh 
trembleth for fear of thee , ard I am afraid of 
thy ri ghteomus judgements ? How many months 
and years did Gods Servants threaten you 
with 4 F amme of hearing the Word of the 
Lord? but did this' Judgement fright you , 
and humble you , whilſt it lay in the cloud of 
che threacning , as the leait appearances of an 
outward Famine have awakened you 2 When 
your Minitters came with the tydings of 

eace to you, were their feet beautiful ? 
May no: your Minifters complain ot you , as 
Chriſt of the Jewes, AſyH ord takes no place 
1 you? ho catelefs bave you been of any 
thing that bath been ſpoken to you by them , 
though in the Name of the Lord. When 
your Minifters declaimed againſt your fins , 
8d y0u ſo mind what they delivered , as to 
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be any whit troubled ? Did you not harden >, , 7: 
your hearts 4s an adamant ? Were you not (0 4.4; 
tarr from þeing troubled for your fins , that 
ic was your only trouble, you could not 
commit them without controul 2 Were you 
not even troubled with admonitions and 
counſels, commands and threatnings , that 
cro({ you in'your fins? Can you ſay , that 47s 17. 
you Received the Word with all readineſs of 11. 
mind ? 

H ave not you beard hearileſly ? without a Hearr- 
real ſenſe of your want of the Word, and lelly, 
withour an appetite to it 2 Had you ſuch ye- 
bemenr defires afcer the treaſure your Mini- 
fters were bringing you , as covetous men 
have after the treaſures of the Earth > Could 
you ever, with David, ſay, My Soul break- 
erh for the longing that it hath unto thy Jjudge- 
mexts at all ed : 

Have not you heard unbelievingly? Not unbe- 
crediting your Miniſters DoGrine , and not licviogly; 
applying it to , but ſhifting it off from your 
ſelve: 2 Have not their Sermons been there- 
fore unprofitable to your Souls , becaule nor Heb.4.2 
mix'd with Faith ? Can you ſay , that you 
received their Word , as the Word of God ? 1 The. 
That you applyed it to your Souls, as that 2+ 13s + 
which concern'd you ? May not we ſay, with 
grief of Soul, as our Lord hath ſaid already » Toks 5. 
You have not beard bus voice at any we 22.7 4 
When you heard the Word , which is Gods* ** 
Word, did you hear God himſelt ſpeaking his 
own Word unto your hearts > 


Pſal. 
119. 20, 


Have 
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Have you not bzen cautioned by Luc Lord 
Jeſus Carttt , and by bis Miniſters ,. with 2 | t! 
' Lake  T aks bred bow you hear? And yet how oft | Y 
18.10. have you heard the Miniſters of Chriſt carg-| 
Carping'y ingly? Not with a willingneſs to be judged} 4 
by the Ward, but to judge it, and the 
Preacher for ic ? Have not you let flip wwe 
molt material paſlages of the Sermon , ant 
pitch'd upon che weaknefes or impertinen- 
ciez of the Minitter ? How oft have. yoa, 
when you could not blame the fubzect mat- 
rer , found fault with the method, and the 
manner of delivery; and over-look'd that, 
wherein your Souls were eſpecially con- 

cerned ? 
Mon.obe, 17 ave not you beard Non-obediemly > Have 
diently, not you been antraftable and unreachable? 
| Have younot heard proudly , and not bum- 
bly > With hard hearts, and not with beart: 
of fleſh", ready to receive the iwpreſrion of 
the Word , and willing to be moulded and 
taſhioned according t6 it > When could you 
fay croany of Gods Miniſters , as Corel: us to 
Peter y Wt are all here preſent, to hear all that 
is command:d of God >? When walt thou of 
0 ſaciiart yielding Spiric, as Sax! was of, Lord, 
Arts 9+ tt hat wile than have mt to do? His ear and 
6. heart was open to Every. command:: So was 
196 34+ Tob's.; That which [ ſer not , teach thou me, 
$?, Have notyou had your Exceptions > If Mini. 
© Rtetshave enjoyn'd You to pray in your F4- 
mities,” perhaps you heard chem therein ; but 
if they enjoyned from the Lord ( the ſame 
L2ziſlatour ) chat you pray in your — 
| A 
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that you examine your ſclves , tLar you fill 

your hands with both the Tables , they could 

-p- | not be heard 3 one reſerye ar lealt ; Where- 

+4 | as the right hearer cries out , Lord, Js hat 

i£ | wilt thou have me to do? I will vo atiy thing , 

ic} Lord , atively or paſſively, to get I1.ll out of 

nl | my Soul now , and to keep my Soul out of Hell 

n. | hereafter. ; 

is After hearing the Enbaſſadours of Heaven, a 

it. | bow fanliy have you been? In nat examming Naz __ 
he | what you have heard by the written ord ? The mini 

t, | Bereant conſulced with the Oracles of God, what they 
n- | brought the Do@rines they heard to thee, 
meaſuring Line of the Sanftuary ; but ſo *** 
ef have not you: They ſay, a man will tell 

28 money after his Father 3 but you have been 

y-| coocareleſs, to tell oyer the Do&rines you 

| bave heard, How many were there, to 

f4 whom the reputation and worth, of the 

48 Teacher , was ſufficient proof of his Do- 

uf} crine, receiving all that was flamp'd with 

of his rongue 2 Have not you called ſugh and 

| ſucha Miniſter, Tour Father on _ Earth , in 44: 
{4 the ſame ſenſe in which Chriſt forbids it 23+ 9+ 
2 
| 
; 


H ave not you had the Perſons of men: in admi- Jude 
ration , and that for advantage ? No wonder V+ 16, 
that Errours have abounded; Men, that 
through an oyer-efteem of the Miniſter , 
take all upon truſt, or through ſloth will 
not examine Doarines , are like to be de- 
ceived, Noe res 
May wot Chriſt check you , rather than the : 
Di/tiples , with , do you not remember Yic; 
Have not you heard the Word , and inſtantly Mar. ' 
: forgets, 18, 
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3. 
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forgot it. ? Hatch not the Word gone in at one 
ear, and out at another ? Have ndt you let 
ſlip the Word ? The word wazsggosue is me- 
caphorical , taken from a Sieve, or leaking 
Vefſel , when the liquor runs out as falt as it 
is putin, Have not yuu hereby been ever 
learning , but not come to the knawledre of the 
truth * Your Memories ſhoald be'"like the 
Ark , wherein the Pot of M aunah was kept ; 
bur alas ! When you heard the Word , then 
came the wicked One , and catched away what 
was ſowen in your hearts : and was not the 
Word , and the labours of Chrifts Miniſters 
fallen ſo low, that you were contented , at 
leaſt lirtle troabled, thus to be pillaged of this 
heavenly treaſure ? 

Have not you neglefted Meditation upon the 
Word you have beard ? It was one (pecial way, 
whereby , in time of the Law , the clean 
Beaſts were known from the unclean, chew. 
_ cud. But how few ruminate upon 
what they have heard and received ? They do 
not, with Mary , keep the ſayings , and pou- 
der them in their hearts, Bleſſed are they, 
that bear the Word , and keep it. How few 
retire into their Cloſets , and refle& on the 
uſefulneſs of che Word, for the nouriſhment 
of their graces , for thedeltru&ion of their 
ſins > How few conſider, whether they have 
met with God in the Sermon , yea or no? 
You ſhould have gathered up the words of 
Chriſts Miniſter , as Chriſt ſaid of the fras- 
ments, /o as none ſhould be loft ; or as the 
Gold-fmith looks after the yery duſt of gold : 
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but as ſoon as Conſcience was quieced , did 
you ever think more of the Worg ? 

How few have yore from the Church to the Not pray- 
Cloſet . there to pour ont their Sonls for a bleſ- ing over 
fing upon what they heard } From the Pulpit to + 
the 7 rade is bad ; but from the Palpic to the 
Ale-houſe , that's abominable : bur all are 
not clear herein, _O ! It when your lin was 
diſcovered , you had gone into your cham- 
bers , and begs'd humiliation for it , and vi- 
ory over it : and if when neglected duty 
was preſt in publics, you had retired, and 
prayed co God to incline your hearts ro keep 
Gods ſtatutes, would it not have been better 
with you, than now it is ? 

Have not you negleed 10 talk of what you Nor talk. 
have heard? H:ve not ſome , as (von as diſ- ing of it» 
miſs'd ;rom the Sermon , fallen into imper- 
tinent diſcourſes , about news and trifles, or 
into worldly bolineſs; and {0 the thornes Mar. 
choak'd all the convictions , which they re- 13, Tz 
ceived under the Minittry ? They conlider 22, 
nor , that the Word they bave heard , karh 
been the ſavour of life , or of death; and 2 Cor, 
that every one that goes from a Sermon , 2. 16. 
poes off either with God, or the Devil, in his | 
company. f 

ave not you been bearers of the Word only , ot ny 
and not doers of it? Haye not _ ſo deceived :; WW, hs 
jour own ſelve;} Your Miniſters haye preſt,, 

to ſecret Prayer , and co conſtancy in itz * 


t have not — away , and continued 
in the neglect of char, wherein the power 
of godlineſs, and heart-fincerity mainly con- 

"its ? 


Luke 
11. 28. 


Amos 8. 


T, 63 72> 
8,9. 
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liſts > Bleſſed are they that bear the /yord of 
God , and keopit , 3. &. That are good Pra- 
Bitioners , that have a conſcionabie care to 
regulate heart and life according to what 
they hear and know : T hey are rather ble#t , 
than the Mother of Chriſt was , for bringing 
bim into the World : Chrid puts a rather upon 
che good Practitioner , Than upon the Vir- 
gin Mary. Burtalas! Let it be for a La 
mentation , that ſo many Profeſlours have 
been for hearing ; but for doing only what 
they liked : Sajing » Woen will the new Moon 
be oone , that wt may ſell Corn ? and the Sab- 
bath , that we may ſet forth Wheat ? Many 
the Ephah (mall , and the Shekel great , and 
falfifying the Ballances by deceit ? T hat we may 
buy the pooy for ſilver , and the needy for a pair 
of ſhooes; yea, axd ſell the refuſe of the Wheat) 
T he Lord hath ſworn by the —_— of Jacob, 
Surely I will never forget any of their work:, 
Shall not the Land tremble for this, &c? The 
Kingdome of God ſhall be taken from you , and 
given to a Nation bringing forth the fruit; 
thereof : But Bleſſed is that Servant , whom 
hi Lord , when be cometh , (hall find ſo doing. 
When did you find the Glaſſes to diſcover 
and amend your Spots ? Have you been caf 
into the Form of the Dottrine , which ye have 
received ? Have you obeyed from the heart the 
Form of Doftrine delivered to you ? Hath your 
profiting, gore anſwerable to the many 
months and years you have fate under the 
Dews of Heaven? What do you know more 
than you did before > What do you elih 

ove 
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of love and Hope tor, more than you did 2 Have 
«- | your hearts and lults ſtovped more and more 
tO | to this Sceprer of Cariit ? Believe it Sirs, If 
al } Sinbe not more 0dious , and C hrift more ſweet 
» | and precious , after you have been in the Shep- 
if} brards Tents , you have loſt your hearing hours, 
My} jea contratied mare guilt to your Souls, That 
= | you have not been chang'd from glory to glory, 
& | 15a great ſain tothe Miniſtry , and a greac 
'© | ground of ſadneſs to the poor Miniſters, who 
fear they ha.e /ab:wred in vain. And yer 
" | have not you been fuch unproficable hearers , 
p | that Seekers , Ranters, and Cuakers , bave 
#1 took occalion to cry down tie Office of the 
af Miniltry, aza Cheat, az an old Almanack 
| out of date; becauſe they have ſeen how un- 
Ti ſucceſsful the labours of Chritts Miniflers 
?] have been upon your Souls ? If you had come 
, | down from theſe Mourts with your faces 
ſhining , if you had received more of God 
upon your hearts and lives, you bad more 
credited the Miniftry, and put to filence 
theſe fooliſh men, Wha: ſhatl I fay? A 
worſe Famine is comins on Protefſours, than 
whar happened to Epypr, and if you have 
laid up no fore, what will ye do ;nche years 
Of lean Kine? 

7. Have not you greatly miſcarried , as to Theic 
conſulting with them > Though one great milcarria- 
work of your Miniſters was , to deil perſon-  o—_ 
ally with your Souls; and God intruited hd che 
them wich the =v of binding and loofng , Miniſters, 
a— at leaſt ) and hach promiſed to Mar. 
voſe in Heaven , what they looſed on Earth; 16. 19. 

and 
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320 Their miſcarriages towards Minifters; 
j and to confirm the Word of his Servants , and 
ſa. 44- erform the Counſel of bis Meſſengers ; yet 
26. bow little weight have you laid npon their 
judgements ? | 
Have not you more credited the Phyſician: 
licle opinion of your Bodies , and the Lawyers a- 
weight on por your E fates, than you have your A4- 
n:ſters concerning your Souls ? | 
ments, How ſeldome are Miniſters conſulted with 
Nor con- about the buſineſs of the Soul and Ecernity ? 
ſulrcing Will not they in the 4s riſe up tocondemn 
_ ** this Generation ? They repaired to Chriſts 
Miniſters , with , Men and Brethren , What 
Afts 2, ſhall we do to be ſaved ? But alas! How many 
37. have ſate 30, 40, 50. Tears wnder 4 Mt- 
mſter, and never adviſed with him what 
fo do? 
Through They have been no more moved, than the 
hard. Rocks were, that Bede preached to. 
Hearted, Orelſe, through the Pride of their hearts, 
_ they have thought to heal themſelves : They 
"05 have beenſo puff'd up with their. own know- 
ledge, that they have not cared to hear 
what their Miniſters could declare unto them. 
If they be to rake a Journey , they will ask 
the Way of every one they meet; bur ſo un- 
reaſonably confident are they of their know- 
ing the Way to Glory, ( though there be many 
Prov. Wayts, that do indeed lead down to Hell , yet 
14.12. ſeem the right Way to Heaven ) that they will 
not ſo much azask the Way thicher-ward of 
r any Guide. The Fool ir wiſer in his own 
: Iu conceit ; than ſeven mien that can render 4 
26, 16, feaſon. 
Or 
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1d Or elſe they have thought as well ot their T1;hing 
Ct | Souls as ſome doc of thicir fleſh, that thEthe 
T | wound will heal of it ſelf. And hath it not wound 
| ſodone? no body knows , how ? Can you will beal 
'# | rellhow che cronbles and impretions made *f* lt, 
” | by che Miniſtry in your own Souls have worn 
A away ? have not Mififlers tonnd after the 
Houle kath been ſwept and garniſhed , that 
ſeven worſe Spirits have entred into the Souls 
of many convinced , and terrified Profeffors, 
and thety latter end was worſe than their begin« 
»w;mg? Many ( faith famous Tooker ) in a ftu- 
pid kind of fortiſh 'fenſeleſsneſs , wear ont 
the blow , and fo wa(t away to nothing : as 
many ou: of ſorrow have become like ſenſe- 
le(s blocks. 
How ofc hath Sata», like 2 Cut-purſe , 
drawn thee into ſolitudes ; diflwaded chee 
from going near thy Miniſter , that he may 
rob thee ot thy-Cohvictions ? and the becrer 
roefteR this, hath he not pertwaded chee 
. to look on the Miniſter as proud, high, ſcorn+ 
ing ro condeſcend to hear thy Soul grievan- 
ces ,- and complaints, whereas he hath many 
and many a time with the orearet 1mportu- 
nity beg'd this trouble of dreſing thy ſores ? % 
- If you have conſulted with your Miniſters, Nox con-« 
have not you delayed goung to theſe Sout-Pbyſs. ſulting 
cian;} When the wound was newly given , wich mee 
and bleeding , you ſhould have repaired to 0... 
them ; but like Felix , you have diſm;ft your As 
convittions to ſome other opportunity, How 24.25, 
hatch Saran befool'd miny 2 perſwading them 
that there needs noc ſo much adoe , that che 
Mi- 
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322 Their miſcarrigges towards Minifters, 
Minatter 15 tov legal , thac he will drive to 
, delpa'r, that ( as Ahab choughrt of M;chai- 
ab) lie will not ſpeak one comtortable word, 
or that Ee will blazon che ſecrets of thlieir 
fouls , aun! lo they ſhall get a blot by unbo- 
loming tlemlelves, 
eirl.ws B+» Have not you bad low ends in viſuin 
\ rm them? yea, not only low , but baſe in Lets. 
endsin C0 your Shepueards Tents ? Perhaps they are 
vitcing full of Hiltory , and you would enrich your 
them, \-};es wich the knowledge of the times of 
many generations palt ; perhaps they were 
merry, ( to» merry God knows, too full of 
s9« bs and jeſti , the Lord forgive the unſeri- 
eu/ueſ; of Mimfters ) and you have delighted 
11 them , as Sant did in Davids Harp , to 
erive away ſadneſs and melancholy : or. per- 
laps your Miniſters had quick , nimble parts, 
and you went to them to pick a Salle: from 
their Gardens , topick ſome flowers of O- 
ratory , or to pleaſe your fancies , or to 
ſpend away time ; but how ſeldom ro receive 
virtue from Jeſus Chriſt chrough theſe pipes ? 
how ſeldom to have your rockie hearts brok- 
en, and to be cured of your earthly Spi- 
rits ? 
In invics. 9: How oft heve oh invited them to your 
ing, them 69%/es only to feaſt them, and to ſhew outwardly 
to their your weſþett unto them ? but have not put the 
hoaſes, opportunitie t& ſuch uſes, as Mary did 
Chrits coming to her houſe > how light, 
vain ,, unſerious , and jeſting have you been 
in their companie ? It had been more your 
wiſdom , as well as Cutie , to have oe: 
e 
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Their miſcarriages towards Miners, 
ſed ſome neceſſary Queries to them with re- 
ſpe& to your eteraiy : y ſhoukd have 
drawn out their gitts and graces by propoling 
ſuch Queſtions as thele. 


*« How Sir ſhall I know the difference be- Qieſtions 


e* tween the 4/iſting » and theunforming and to be 


« gnbabiting preſence of the Spirit > How ade*'d Mi- 
« ſhall I duicern the Spirir.of bondage , from —_ 


«« that bondage Sathan works in the Children of 
*« diſabedience 2. How ſhall I know the diffe- 
© rence berwixt temporary and ſeving Faith ? 
*« 'cwixt /egat and evangelical Repenance ? 
©« How ſhill I know moral F ertues from 
& Graces ? How (hall I know that I am gone 
© b2zond the utmoſt refinements of Hype- 
*© crites > How ſhall I know whether che 
* Goſp:rl hath had a ſaving efficacy on mine 
{« heart ? How ſhall I know Satan's tempta- 
« tions, from the ſuggeſtions of mine own 
&« beart F Hlow ſhall I know when Satasr, 
« and when che Spiris applyes Promiſes ? 
« How ſhall I diſcern the motions of the Holy 
&« Ghoſt , from the 1mp# ſes of Satan , when 
© transforming himſelf into an Angel of light? 
© How ſhall i know the teachings of the Spi- 
« r;e , from the teachings of Men ? How ſhall 
e« Ldiſtinguiſh F ancy from Faith > How ſhall 
*© I know , whether I have only dreamed , 
« that Iam full, when all che while I have 
«© been empty ? Ho ſhall I know the Devils 
.«t black temptations , from mine own cor- 
& ruptions, that I may know whom to 
<« charge > How ſhall 1 get aſſurance that my 
&« Sins are pardoned > How may I obtain 
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Their miſcarriages towards Miniſters. 
* v;fory over the Morld } How may I be 
delivered from ſpiritual loch > What ſhall I 
«do, that | may retain the influences of Or- 
« dinances upon my Spirit ? How may I be 
© more uſefull to all my Relations? How may 
« I bridle my tongue > ſo as to ſpeak*evyil of 
«no man ? How ſhall I know what is the 
« work of my Generation How ſhall I do to 
© work the worts of God? What ſhall I do to 
* get a trembling heart under the Word and 


" * Works of God ? How ſhall I get a ſoft heart, 


** tO morvrn for my own and others Sins ? How 


"© ſhall I know what is my conſtitution ſinne ? 


*« How ſhall I know whether my courage be 
« from natural temper, or the grace ot God? 
* How ſhall I know whether my Patience be 
&« »atwral or ſpiritual > How ſhall I know , 
&« that I ſhall (pend an eternity with God ? 

Such Queſtions as theſe ſhould have been 
ſeriouſly debared with your Miniſters; but 
woe and alas / When you and your Miniſters 
have ſpent hours together , have not you 
contratted guilt , and made your ſelves un- 
fit for ſecret duties, nay perhaps have not 
rims tor the diſcharge of them ? 

10. How bave you devoured much precious 
time in the preſence of your Miniſter; ? Both 
your own , ( which is ſhort enough, therein 
co make your calling and ele&ion fure ) and 
(which is a much more hainovs evi!) your Mi- 
mſters time? Have not you diverted tim from 
his great meditations and projects for the 
everlaſting good of your Souls ? Hive not 
you called your Miniſters from their knees 

( and 
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Their miſt arriages towgrds Miniflers: = =334 

and ſtudies co encercain you? and rave not 

you proved Wells without water > Have not 

you by needlets vain conterences obtiructed 

your own good , and windred your Miniſters 

trom being uſcetull co your own , and many+ 

more $ovls, : 
It. When you have met with your Mi- Being 

nilters, have not you beer ſwift to ſpeak ( when _—_ 

to little purpole ) and ſlow to bear , what yon nd 

your Miniſter , Gods Deputie , would have flow to 

ſaid unto you ? waiereas God requireth you hear 

to be [wift to hear, and ſlow to ſpeak. Ilave heir Mi. 

wondred to ſee the impudence of ſome. wo- niſters. 

men herein, who ( as if none had taſted of 

the tree of knowledge, (ave wemſeives ) have 

been like bellies full of wind , ready to burſt 

till chey had vent , and had no reſpet to the 

preſence of their Miniſter, who could not 

be heard, becauſe ot cheir noiſe and clamour, 

though the Apoſtle hath ſealed up their lips, 

by ſending them to ack, queſtions of their , C4,; 

Husbands at home; yet they mult be pratling, , 4. 35- 

as if they had a Monopolie of all knowledge, 

and as if their Minijters were to learn of 

them , ratlier than they of their Minicters, I 

am confident it is not the Spirit of God ; but 

the Spirit of Pride , Self-conceit , and vain 

Glory , which putrerh private gory upon 

theſe bold intrultons ; ſo that the Miniſter, 

who is the mouth of God, is made dumb by r 7; 


. their oyermuch ſpeaking , who ſhould lars 2, 11, 


is flence, What ſhall I fay > hear nor me, x2. 

but the wiſeſt of men, yea the only wiſe God Prov. 

in him : /» the multitude of words there now 10, i 
7? [1 
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Theic 
niggard- 
links r9 
them, 


Fhioly miſcarrig%es towards Minifters, 
eh '» jin ; but be that refraineth bis lips us 
wiſe. - Bclieve it, there hath been wanting 
i" mot Proteſiours much humility., mucu 
Ic ouſneis, much reverence of - their Mini- 
{t-rs: you bave not had chat tear and awe 
which Lecane you? few bave trembled at 
their approach to their Minitters, as the pev- 
ple did, when Samuel drew near. 

12, Tony Niggardlmeſs ta, your Miniſters 
i none of the leaſt of your ſins ; and theretore 
I ſhall take liberty to enlarge vpon ir. It 
mens titles ro their Cottages , the:r water- 


- courſes, their wayes, their ealements be que= 


Rioned, preſently a Lawyer is tee'd: we will 
be at any coſt to ſettle the world ſurely ours: 
if our health be in danger, the Plylician 1; 
ſent for : both Lawyers and Phylicians hou- 
ſes and rooms are full of Clvents and Acten- 
dants; bur men are contented to clear up 
their own titles ro Heaven and glory , and to 
heal themſelves of their fin lickneffes : a 
plain argument , that they choughe rhe Mi- 
niftry but uſeleſs, and that they could make 
a ſhifr to live without Miniſters, Thou haſt 
had Preſcriptions for thy Souls recovery and 
health for theſe many years , and yet perhaps 
hai nor given one farthins to thy Soul.Phyli- 
Cians, If a Phyſician write a few lines , pur- 
ſes are opened : it a Lawyer plead a quarter 
of an liour, yea if he plead not at all, but on- 
ly give hisadviſe , you think he deſerves a 
fee ; but the Minifters work is ſo low in thy 
eſteems , that he-miglit have Rarved if all 
were as niggardly as thou baſt been. - Let - 
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be con(aered anc lanewed, Your Mini - 
ſters have been under a cemprarion to with- 
hold the preiiing of tlais duty EpOn you 3 for 
thac many lay in wait to Ciſcredic chem z a3 it 
they preached tor ire , and ſought yours, ras 
ther than you? but let me be your Remem- 
brancer this day, We cannot ſay of you , £5 
Panl of the Galathians , that you received ws 
a Angel: of Gad, yea as Jejus Chriſt, an 
that you would have pluckt out your eyes for m : 
Alas 1 what vid you ior ys mare, than the con- 
ſtraints 01 the Law compeil'd you tro? And 
how many wiſhes!:ad you , that all the Laws 
tor Tiches had been airovared, upon pretence 
that Miniſters ſhould have had a better main- 
tenance by a voluntary contribution 2 

But do not we know that te great (Rick- Giving 
lers tor this have been molt clole- titted to the nothing 
Miniſters 2 Have not ſoume of them refuſed torhem 
to give one penny co the Miniſters , whom I 
they waited on for years togeiher ? I wonder uu. 
how you could in your reading the Scrip= 
rures ( if you have indeed read them) fo long 
overlook , who goeth 4 warfare any time at 1 Cor, 
his own charges? who plantethaV intyard and 9. 7. 
eateth not the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a 
flack,, and eateth nat of the milk of the flock? 
Say I theſe things 45 4 man? or ſaith not the 
Law the ſame alſa? For it u written in the 
Law of Moſes , thow ſhalt not muzle the month 
of theQxe , that treadeth out the Corn, Doth 
God take rare for Oxen? Or ſaith be it alto- 
gether for our ſakes ? For our ſakes no doubt , v. 10. 
this (s written; that be that ploneth ſhould plow 

| X 4 i 


Vs I. 
v. 9. 


323 Their miſcarriages towards Miniſters, 
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V, 12. 


1# hope : and that be that threſheth in hope , 
ſhould be partaker of his hope. - If we have 
ſawen unto you ſpiritual thiegs, I Wt 4 great 
thing if we ſhall reap your carnal things @ if 6+ 
ther be partakers of tois power over you , are 
not we rather? Neverthil:ſs we have not uſed 
this power : but ſuffer all things, leſt we (honld 
binder the Goſpel of Chriſt, Doye not know, 
that they which mm; ſter about holy things, live 
of the things of the T emple ? And they which 
wait at the Altar , are partakers with the Al 
tar ? Even ſo hath the Lord ordained , that 
they which preach the Goſpel , ſhould live of the 
Goſpel. That you may be the better con» 
vinced of the neglect of vour duty , fee che 
Apoltle claimes it as lis 5h-0ia, bis Power , 
his Right , and lawful Authority, to receive 
maintenance from the Cor;uthians : And in- 
deed Chritt hath impowered his Miniſters , 
and they may demand jt , without any juſt 
impuration of covetouſnels and ſelt-ſeeking , 
as the Labourer may his hire. Ti 
had power to forbear working , 1. &, at his 
Trade : He implyes, that tle Miniſtry would 
be the ſaddeſt employment , becauſe of the 
laboriouſneſs of it, if Minifters ſhould noc 
live of their Miniftry : Befdes, Miniſters 
give people gold for braſt :* Again , They 
who miniltred abovt the. holy things , lived 
of the things of the Temple , yea and plenti- 
fully too ; for they had the Tenth , 'and- yer 
were ſcarce the S:xtieth part of the People ; 
for the number of the People , withour the 
Levites, amounted to 4 thouſand thouſands 


and 
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and three hundred thouſands: and/The' £6 
vites > numbred from the Intant to the old 
man , were jound but two ard tweenty thou- 
ſands. But alas ! Though the Apoſile be fo 


peremptory here and elſe-where , Let'bim gry 


that 15 ranught in the Word , commmmeate' unto 
bins that teacheth in all good things : And the 


Wile-man , H onowy the Lord with on Js 
f 


ſtance , and with the firſt-frnitr of all 
creaſe ; Vet I may renew an old complaint : 
Many have dealt by their Miniſters , as Car- 
riers do by their Horſes , they lay beavy bur- 
dens upon them , and then hang Bells abou 
their necks: hard work , and good words 
they ſhall haye ; but ealie commons, and 
flight wages : as it they were of the Camelion- 
kind, and could live by the air. 


But if you have parted with any thing to Or elſe 


the Miniiter , bath ir not beer» as Almes B£'ving 
only in 


AY charir 
excuſed your ſelves from giving what was oc 4 


due from you, with , The Miniſter needs it zuſtice x 
not , He hatha fair Eſtate, or at leaſt a com. 35 an 
petency ? Yea, but what ſaith the Apoſtle ;/m<5,nor 
H ave ye not reaped our Spiritual things ? and® 


not as Dues , notas Ryght ?. Have not you 


ſhould not we your carnals ? Have ye not been 
inſtrutted ? Why then did ye not communicate to 
your Miniſters in all good things? Hath nor 
the Lord expreſly alienated a pr ion of 
Goods for the Miniſters labour 2 How dare 
you live in the Sin of Sacyilege? Is it nor 
Sacrilege for you todetain from God what is 


due to him ? 7'ow are in the ſnare; for you have Prov; 
devoured that which « holy. Supp x m_ 20.255 
0 , 
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36.15, 
16,17. 


add field ro-field , houſe to houſe , hundreds 


Monld work tor cace all the day long, would 
it be an excuſe for thy decaining his dues 
from him, to ſay , The man hath a compe- 
rency, yea he is rich, he is richer chan 1 am, 
my Children want it more than he doth , he 
hath lictle or no charge ?- O ! ſaich che Lord, 
T be Labourer is worthy of his bir, Wouldſt 
thou not'fay {o in that mans caſe ? O ! Live 
up to the Light of Nature , or chrow up thy 
Proteſſhon, Ic isno leſs than a wonder to 
ſee how lictle honelty chere is among men , 
yea among Profeſlours. To defraud a Mini- 
er is hardly counteda fin. - The riſe of this 
bs the great Gogtempt ot the Miniltry : A Sin 
that God is now reckoning with you for. 
T he Loyd God of your F athers ſent to you by 
his Meſſengers , riſing np betimes and ſend- 
mg ; becauſe he had compaſion on his people , 
and on bis dwelling place ; but you mocked the 
Meſſengers of God , and defpiſed his words, 
and mi:wſed bis Prophets : May it not be ad- 
ded ? #tifl the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt 
bis people , till there was mo remedy, For this 
Sin , God brought wpo» the Iſraelites che K ng 
of the Chaldees , who ſlew their young men 
with the fword, 1n the how/t of their S anttuary, 
and bad no compaſtion upon young man or maid- 
ex, old mas: , or him that ftooped for age , be 
gave them all into his band, Have not you 
cauſe to fear , leſt you ſhall alſo be ſo given 
into the hands of worle Babylonians ? You 
can judge what is a Miniſters competency ; 
but when have ye a competency? You can 
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\ {| ro hundreds, and yet the Horſe-leach Cries 

\ | Give, Give: Yetdo not you judge a ſmall 

\ | ipend, chat will hardly keep body and foul 
togecher , a competency tor . a Miniſter ? 

Waat is that greac lervice you do for God a» 

bove che Minifter , that you ſhould think ic 
reaſonable , to leave hundreds , yea thou+ 

{ands co your Children , and that the Mini- 

fer ſhould be kept fo ſhort, that he cannot 

leave chem a-groat ? What ſhall I ſay ta you ? 

Ler me borrow the words of God by the 
Prophet : will a man rob God? Tet ye bave Mal. 3. 
robbed me : But ye ſay , Whertin have we reb-$, 9, 10, 
bed thet? In Tythes and Offerings. Te are ; 
curſed with a curſe : for 'ye have robbed me, 

even thi whole Nation, Bring ye all the 
['ythes into the Store-bouſe , that there may be . 
mret in mine houſe , and prove me now here- 

with , ſaith the Lord of Hoſtr , if I mill not 

open you the windows of Heaven , and pour you 

out a bleſting , that there ſhall not be room 
enough to yecerve it, 

O ! Donot any longer detain what is due q qui. 
to your former Miniſters : make reQitution gg tobe 
of unjuſt gain, as ever you hope to be ſaved. made by 
Ir is not enough to ſay , Lord , forgive me , ſuch, as 
I thought ir not my duty 3 but muſt Pave not 
reckon how many years thou haſt reaped Spi- $111. wa 
rituals , and pay what thou oweſt, or Judas due from 
will condemn thee, for he thought it unſate them to | 
to keep what was-unjuſtly got. Remember their dies 
Z achews , he thought ic nor enough to give 
over his oppreſſion ,- but, when converted, 
he made conſcience of making reſticution. 

Lee 
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Les the. Elders that rule well, be counted wor. 
3 thy of 4owhle honour, efpecially they who | abour 
"un the Word and Doltrine : For the Scripture 
ſaith , thou (halt not muzzle the Qxe , that 
treadeth our the Corn ; "and the Labourer « 
worthy of his reward. Here you ice double 
honour , honour of reverence, and honour of 
mantenance , was dug unto your Minilters : 
Here is an alluſion to the right of cane rſt 
born, who were to have a double portion : 
Their maintenace was due trom you; neither 
ſhould cheir maintenance have been ordinary 
mercenary wages , but {uC!1 as 1s 9 
way of hanour, as well as by way of reward, 
Have not you lived 4n the contempt of an 
1 Cor. Ordinance of God ? The Lord bath ordain- 
9.14, ed, &c, as before, Donot any longer de. 
lude your Conſciences, by cryins againft 
Tythes, as Antichriſtian , as Jewith. Did 
not Abraham, betore the Jewiſh Laws, pay 
Tythes to Melchiſedech ? And are there not 
from thence arguments drawn that you can- 
nor anſwer > Why do ye not tear, leſt, 
through the prevalency of Self , you ſhould 
be too baſe, coverous and partial in your 
own matters? O!l1 Grve to God, what u 
Gods : Deny not your Miniſters their dues : 
| You owe yalte ſumms to them, which if you 
_ detain in this day of their wants, God will 
call you toa ſpeedy account for the grincing 
of the faces ot cheſe poor , yea he will make 
| you vomit up ſuch (weet morſels , with all 
Fam. 5- the reſt of your ſubſtance , if not wich your 
4. blood; . Behold the fire of the Labourer: » 
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Th## miſcdrrraget rowarts Miniftert! 333? 
hich have reaped down your Fields \, whith & 
of you ipr bach by fraud , crieth*: 4nd the 
eryet of them , which | ave reaped , are entred 
into the rare of the Lord of Sabbath. * Lydia 
even effforced the Apoitlies ro accepr of her 
pifr. The Macedomanr beſeech'd Pat wirtt 


much entreaty \, ro accept of their” boonty.. iogl 
lf thou wert converced þy one of them, thog* + [42 
did{t ewe to him na leſs than thy felt 7 What oi 


thou art and haſt , ould not tave been 
counted* too dear forhin , who Was Gods 
Inſtrament , to pull thee as a brand out of 
the fire, even when thou waft half burnr. 
Say at tengch with David, 7 will nor ſerve wy 
God with that whith coft mt Hothivg. 1 ſhall 


conclnde this head with the ſaying of a, Re- 


»werend man, © Itis a plain argurgenic of a 


© baſe eſteem of God} of Grace), * bf the 
t©Kingdome of Heaven, thar a Seryant, 2 
« Factour , ſhould have ewenry times the 
& allowance of Heavens Faftour for your 
* Souls: You are not come up ro the. ho- Wu. 
* neſty of che Phariſee,” He gave Take) of all” _ 
© that he poſſeſſed, even of the ſmalleſt things, 23* 23 
«K of Mint, and Anis, and Cammin : And r _ 
& doth not Chriſt fly , Theſe thing} 'ye ought ue 1 
©« tg have done} What were your Miniſters > 47+ 
« more unworchy than the Priefts'of char .,., _. 
ee Ape > | þ _— 

13. If you have not been nipsardly to- neſs of 
ward your Miniſters whilſt alive with you , the Wid- 
have not you been niggardly towards. their dons and 
Wives and Children after their death; > Veri- pr " 
ly not minding the Widows and Children of geaq Mi- 

, de* niſters, 
. 
" 
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grieving 


their Mi» & 


niſters, 


Theix miſcarriages towards Miniſters) | 
deceaſed Miniſters 15 a (in that God will, re- 
member in che day of accounts, David en- 
quired after the ſeeJ of Fonathas :he evi. 
dence his true love to the Father in remem- 
bring che  poſtericy. - O ! whea ſhall love 
be without diſſimulation ? 

14. Have not you been 4 very great trouble 
to their Sewls ? Your Miniſters were. ſo afte- 
tonatel y delirous of you , that they were 
willing to have imparted to you , not the 
Goſpsl only ; but alſo cheir own Goat; z be- 
cauſe 'ye were dear unto th2m: And 1s this 
your kindneſs to your Friends ? to break e- 
yen their hearts, who were glal to ſpend 
and be. ſpeng for you? How proudly have 
you-carried it toward them ? God threatned 
the 1/raz/;tts that the Cananites ſhould be 
pricks 1” their eyes , 4uil thorns in their fades © 
Surely ic better became Cananites to be 
thorns to the 1ſ[raelites , than for you to be 


thorn: tp your Miniſters, How oft haye you 


Plal. 
119. 
158, 


I T bef. 
5. 19. 


rieved them to ſee your ſtoutneſ: andre- 
[lion againtt all their Counſels 1 May not 


. your Miniſters fay as David, 7 beheld the 


T ranſgreſſours , and was grieved : becauſe 
thiy kept not thy Word? May they not. ſay, 


; We have feen pu lukewarmneſs , your 


ſloth, your earthlineſs , &c. and our Souls 
were troubled 2 You ſhould have been like 
the T heſſalomans , the crown of our reſoycivg ; 
but you have been crowns of thorns , which 
have pierced not our heads , but hearts : You 
ſhould have refreſhed our Bowels , been as 


Cordials, and ſweet refreRiyes , after all 
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Their miſcarriages tayerda. Manifters; 
our wear:tiome labouurs ; but nave not you 
dealt unkindly with us? and the more 'we 
have loved you , have not we. had che: leſs 
love from you ? Have not you be \ more 
merciful to your Horſes and Dogs chan to 
your Miniſters ? You have baited , and been 
kind to thuſe creatures; but God knowshow, 
after all our toyle, our riling up-early , and 
licting up lare, our ſpending our renpth,our 
lungs, our ſpirics, yea and our eſtates among 
you,you have requited us evil for good, even 

to the ſpoyling ot our Souls, - Te ſhiffe-necked 47; 7. 

and wnc:rcumeiſed in heart and ears , ye doal- 5x £2 

wayes reiit the Holy-Ghott : as your Pathers 71 
did, ſo do ye. Whbuh of the Prophets hate wot 
your Fathers perſecuted? Fc. Have'nor you 
in your hypocrite mage Qutcties-afainſt- 0+ 
thers for lilencing your Minittery? tor taking 
away the bread out of yours and your Chil- 
drens mouths ? amd for removing-thert from 
their ations and dwellmgs ? But may inot T 
profeſs in the name of all my Fellow. Suffe- 
rers , that your milimaprovements , your in- 
conſtancies, your pride, and earthlineſs, have 
been, and are our chieteſt burdens? a preater 
preſſure to us, than any burdens, that lye up- 
on our names, bodies, or eſtares ? I cannot 
but think of a paſſage of holy Mr. Shepheard: 
The Jews ( ſaith he ) did long for Chriſt, and 
when he came , they Crucified him : and you 
would have Minitters, and you had them, and 
though you did not ( immediately ) cat them 
out of their places ; yet you ſo wearied their 
Sp1rits, andgrieved the Spirit in them , that 
you 
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Iſa. 49. 
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2 Cor. 


Io, 10, 


346 Thein miſcarriages rriages towards Miniſters, 


you made them glad co bury themſelves, and 
leave cheir places : you had Prophets and 
their te "5s and their ſorrows too, yea and 
their b) dcoo, and O ! wha: a light matter 
wasitu 3you co break their very hearts? 
How litue did you obey them that rultd over 
you, and ſubmutted your ſelves, that they might 

we their acomnt with joy, and not with grief ? 
How litche- did you. believe, that that « wns 
profitable far you? Have no: you made nothing 
of ity, for your Miniſters to loſe cheir labour, 
to put them upon crying out, / have laboured 
in vain? Yea how have you ogrieved their ve- 
ry Souls with reproaches ? Some who have 
pretended affection to them , yet have had 
their reproachtull Names ot Prieft , Parſon, 
Vicar, &c. Taough God hath put a Crown 
of honour upon them , by making them his 
Ambaſſadours ; yer how have ſome impu- 
dent Proteſſours blaſted chem wich their 
Kinking breach, and profane ſcoffs > Ambaſ- 
ſadours are'inviolable by the Laws of Nati- 
ons. The Lord ( ſaich one ) hath ſer a ber- 
rer mark on them, than C a» had , and given 
them a better paſport : rouch not mine andin- 
ted, and do my Prophets uo harm: yer you have 
made a ligh&macrer of vexing their very Souls, 
When you could have nothing elſe againſt 
your Miniſter , have not you been cenſuring 
him for his manner of ſpeaking > His Letters 
( ſay they) are weighty and powerfull, but bi: 
bodily preſence is weak , and bis ſpeech con- 


temptible, 
Laſtly, 


k. 


trenble ſome'yo. you in your/fint , in 


«Laſtly; Have not pow ij hel td 


lty , worldlixeſe , lukew araneſs, 7 of. ther fda 


on were even 0 } of Theip \ not you 
Te k on n the — 
T/racl ? oQ& as. weat ſto» 

Hes ire openg on ro2'aith > Your Mi. 

nilerenryed ft arid ſelf-d#ny- 

ing duties :#hey would not ſuffer or you to fin 
quietly ; and were not you therefore bur. 
thened- with them 3 thay world —_ 
and camply with your carnal —— 
intereſts ; and did not your hearts therefore 
cry out aiwty with them ? Have not you been 
like the Gadayrenes , more willing to 
with your Miniſters , than with your ſwiniſh | 


laſts ? Becauſe:you did not like to retain God Rows: ri 


i# your kyow Fe > "ris no wonder if Ged28, 
ve # many of you to 4 e mind. 
Fe the { been —_ » £00 

ble co ff of you ? and tqo i ome, 
requiring t00 much pains taking ,- to others 
of you } O! when you Remember your cry- 
ing iniquicies z. for which God is chiefly con- 
ſane ef being 7 Oak Ambala, 
inne Gods 

of being weary of and 


with God, 
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—_—_ Their miſcarrioges with reference to the 
 .  Aftuiftersof Chriſt, ſince their removal. 


. 1. YH ow many of you do wot find them wan» 
Not find. , ting? This will be evident by the 
ing the following Queries. 
- + nog Have you indeed atcownted that none in the 
Not Porld want belpliky your ſelves wpow this very 
ing &tount ? Do you look upon your! ſelves as 
the loſs {iccing in derkveſ7), yea inthe region and-ſha- 
gfeare- Jo vf death? under a worſe Plague than che 
nough,” Egyprian-darkneſs > that was 2 darkvels , 


wherein men lived; bur do you look on this 


as a- darkneſs of death? Do you account a 
Throwe without the Goſpel: but. the Devils 
Dungeon? Wealth: without the: Goſpel , fuck 


mn Advancement without the ' Goſpel-,, 


targoingSrgb;, to-havre the: greater fall? 
Doryon' pea your ſelves as a 


worſe famine than that of bread»? Canmt you 


your ſelurs make up this | ſz f cannot 

you ſet other chings in breactt ; 
Going Do not ſome of you ſet good books in the 
about z0 room of your Miniſters ? / confeſs ( ſaith a 
_ i Reverend Man) Reading hath its uſe; but the 
Po OJ voice hath _ force wpw® the Soul , it bath 
- 1 Minifterial efficacy , by which the Amthority 
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Their miſe arrigges ngrdh api. 339 
und Severargn ef ficacy of the $ pirit is Convey- | 

ed. I-pray God che fruirtullneſs of the Preſs 
may not beget a diCelteem and contempt, of 
the great Ordinance of the Minitieralready : 
you have been told already that Luther had 
rather his -boaks ſheuld be burnt , than cite 
Scriptures ſuffer a diſhonour and neglect by 
peruſing his papers. 

Do-not ſome of you ſet your own parts ard Their 

ifts in their room ? Do nor ſome of you own pares 
think that you have ſo.j roficed by their Mi- a4 8ifts, 
niſtry , that you have nv furcher need. to at- 
tend vpon any Miniſters of Chrif ? May noc 
ſuch doube whether cheir experience of the 
pawer and efh.acy of the Miniſtry hath been 
true , ſeeing true experience thereof ſweet- 
meth che Miniſtry unto Souls, ra:ſeth wp their 
elteems of ic, and eygageth chem to a further 
and” more chearfull attendance upon ic, A 
true taſt will ſharpen che Souls appetite : the 
true Chriſtian gets a Stomach by eating, as the 
mew born babe by ſucking. As new born babe; 1 Pet.2, 
deſire the ſincere milh of the word , that you 2 3+ 
quay grow therehy , if ſo be that ye have found 
that the Lord is gracion. 

Do not ſome of you go ahout. to make up and 
your ſelves by attending on Chriſt's compan;» Chriſt's 
ons In the ſenſe of Solamon? by going to ©2mpante 
Wells rithowt water ? by ſucking empty breaſts, 
whence you can draw nothing , but wind or © ©** % 
load > what is this but ſetking the diving as /* 
.mengthe dead? expetting gracious ſhowers 
Clands without rain ? . making up the 
Want of bread with Soves, uf noc poyſay? O! 
ane _ ; why 


©3409 «Their miſcariiies twari® Minifters 
" why do nor you ſay, Tell me, © thou whitn 
my Soul loveth, where thou feedeft where thou 
 huakeſt thy Flocks to reſt at Noon? for ” 
' ſWtuld 1 be as ont that tarneth aſide by the 
flocks of thy companions ? 
Not What fighr, ſorrows, tears, &c. hath the »e- 
moutning tyoval of youty Miniſters coft you > Cannot you, 
oo th. Tub it out yery quietly ? if you loſe your 
want of JEwels, Etates, Names, Friends, Children , 
| &s. we canredd the ſorrows of your hearts 
| In your countenances : you are almoſt angry 
with God when a goard is ſmitten, O! w 
finkings of heart are chere” among Prof-(- 
j ſours 2 what cares ? fears ? priefs? not only 
to the ſadning of their hearts , bur altering of 
their countenances, when the world vaniſh- 
eth ? And yer no aking hearts ,' no dejeted 
countenances for the glory's departing , for 
Gods ſhutting up houſe and departure ? I am 
confident it hatn not broke one nights reſt 
to many Kea = will chink Cn 
wronged, if they be not placed in the higheſt 
form of Profeſſig,, y 
Not Faſt- What time haſt thou ſet apart to bumble thy 
ing under Soul for all thy abuſes of the Goſpel and Mi- 
this Judg- ,;fry thereof ? If a Child be fick , time muſt 
meat. be ſetapatt to humble thee before God : this 
is your duty ; but the other ſfiould not have 
been negle&ted. Thou miy*ſt ſabfiſt better 
without Chitdren , than wichonr theſe Spiri- 
tual F athers : a Goſpel Miniftry "is 4 greater 
ewell, than'many Sons and Daughters. Thy 
ing ſinned' away the food,” oy Soul 
ould haye pur thee in Sarkclorh, = 
ing 
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« Therr muſe arresget xnqurrags- Al 
alting wich mourniog long ago. Alt fr 

lamented afi er tht Ark,; Bur = not. you as/ 

merry and ſenſual at your tables as ever.? +, '- 

. Yea 4rencrt you ſecretly glad at the remoyab yea (e- 
of your Miniſters? Minſfters and Miniſtyy©*"y be* 
( faich, Sbepbeard ) are bils of charges to; 65 7 cr 
Copgregation z and t00 zoftly Pry a” ;emoval. 
mong them, » 32 ] 

2, Havg you juſtified God in the nemoval of No juſti- 

them ? God as @ wiſe and provident Maſtey fying Go 

ave yh glorigus-lights ro do- his work dy3yemoral. 
t you have plaid away your time « is itany 

wonder thac he hath put out your Tepers and 
Candles ? -Have you coplett the righteouſ-" 
neſs of God herein , that he will not be at 
colt to final you Candle light to play by? Heh - 
this been thy hearts acknowledgment, © God 
« paye me theſe lights, that 1 might work - 

« tor him by them ; and becauſe I did not, * 

e* byt wrought the works of darkneſs; chere- 

« fore he hach. moſt juſtly lefr me in dark- 

«neſs, and in-the. ſhadows of death : be» - 
« cauſe I received wt the truth in the love * T be, 
<« thereof : I took it into mine head, but not 2.140z1k 
<« into mine beart 5; God may julily /exd me 
& frong delufions , that F ſhonld believe a lye, _ 
« Tr. is the obſervation of Parex: upon many Y ide | 
&« of ra? a being ſeduced, that it was pe Pareugs 
« with God , that they ſhould believe im- #5» AZ. 
<« poſtorrs 3 becauſe they would. not give 5+ 36+ 
* credit to Jeſus Chriſt. O ! God may make © 
© ſhort work. with 'us in his Judiciary pro- 


-*ccedings, When I upon 
- curſe be- 


< repulſe , he hath _ a diſma Ars 
| 3 \ « hi 


? $342 Their mlfs atvvepe? race. finiſher s. 

«hind him : { ſay unto you twat none- of ] 

«men, which were biddan ſhall tuft: of ney Siiy- 

© per: "If the meat be on the table ; ver; jt 558 

& juſtwith God that I ſhall never traſt of it 1 

«-for I have controuled the Spirit» again and? 

<f again : twenty, thirty, fourry yeass- liave [ 
«yexed the good Spirit of the Lord ; and 

« therefore he may ſwear jn his wrath thar-T 
© & ſhall never enter into his ret: It ſome | 
-,*  E ſhall never traſt thar have neg'eted one | 
.. «Call, woe 1s me, who have negleted 

© rhoutands. . Take words and-ſay ; becauſe 

. _ , $Thave not obeyed the voice'of thy Ser- 
Job. 36-« vants , "tis righteous that I periſh by- the 
2s &« Sword, and dye withow knowledge, | 
Not ble. * -3» How little: bave you. Hiſt, and do you 
fing God ble{s God, that once you did enjoy 4 Goſpel Mis 
for for »;fÞyy ? and ſuch a Goſpel Minifiry? How ſel- 
rr fomeare ſuch words as theſe , Bleſſed be they, 
= and bleſſed be their C ounſets + and bleſſed be ho 
Loyd , that ſent thens out to ment moe- in for + 
mer dayes, and for. ſo many daytr, months , and | 
years _ » found in your mouths ? Tt is 
a f4gn that your difeReems-of the Goſpel and | 

Miniſtry do ſtill abide, whilft you cannot 

_ find-in your heares to thank God for: enjoy- 

ing ſo choice ableſſing for: ſw-many years to- 

bY pecher. 

Nor ery*. - 4. What cries have. you ſint wp to Heaven 
ing for © for the return of 'your Mimfttr1.? Dare you 
theirte- thus imprecate , Les my-torgt cleave 197ht 
FP - of my_ mioath, if T' forget to pray” fot 
Zions weltare in this partioutar 2: Had* the 
Miniſtry-ofithe Goſpel beencouncedaglori- 
. vus 


_F athers 2 Wyll. not Idolatrous HM ;cab igite 
« condemn you ? | 


-Thereaniſcarrigges (oparAlebliniſers, : 243 
ous. blefſing , you would have. ſent; ſtrong 
cryes to Heaven, for the regurn, ot it :14jad 
you believed , thar they came to teat avgrh 
your Souls , about your peace. with '{ggd y 
and that God bath appointed this, as che-prear 
means tO bring your Syuls. co himſelf,. you 
would not have parted with ,your : Mipilters 


. fo ealily , being as, lutle moved, as ar yt 


withering, and throwing to the dunghill yot a 
formerly flouriſhing Noſe gay of Flawers ; 

and you would bave wreſtled with the Lord, 

for the return of theſe, glorious Lights. 6f 
Heaven. . How.can you chuſe bur fear ,,zhe 

Lord hath no more Souls . to convert ,in . 

that place , from which the Goſpel is, pe- 
moved ? Jeſus Chriſt prayed, that the- Gpſ- 

pel mighrbe ent to the Gemniles : . In. 41, ac- " # 49- 
ceptable time bave 1, beard thee. .O!, How + £9» 
ſhould you have prayed for - the- fruit ; of pared 
Chriſts prayer ? Have you back'd prayer with with 2 

. prayer ?. Have you doubled your Prayers for Cor,6.2. 
the return of your F ethers ? Have they, gor 
begorten you ? Sbowld.they votibe unto you; as Tudg. 


9. I 7s. 


5. How hittle de you ſet your ſelver in 6-ge Nox. pre- 
fiure for the return of the Goſpel: avd the $1- puring 


_-miſters of 18 2. Until. you have humbled , your fo ſuch a 
. Souls az low as the duſt for -your unpoafra- mercy, 
. bleneſs ,. pride , : ſenſuality. , earthlingf , 


difceltcems, and neglefs. of the Goſpel, 


: for yo.r abuſe of the talents of Gold , that 


you hid or waſted , can you. imagine. that 


. . God will intra you > more . talents 23A - 


4 las ! 


. 7544 -* Their miſcarriages towards Winifiers 
' tas? few piir themſelves in a readinels : Few 
prepare to meet God , as formerly they have 
mec him in the ſolemn Aſſemblies, Verily, 
Hoſ. 5. Goll is gone and returned unto bis place , till you 
LEO acknowledge your offences ( yoar Goſpel-hns ) 
' andſcth bu face. But if ye ſeek him not early, 

how canye hope for the bringing back the 
Captivity ? that the glory avid firength will 

re:urn ? , » * ' 

; 6 How little do ye now lay out for the re- 
= aly freſhing and feeding of your pow Munifeerz 
even now 2OW that their neceſſities are ſo growing ? 
ronard you' cannot now- Excuſe your niggardlineſ; 
them, with this, 'they have a competency + Alas! 
moſt of chem ; and cheir many 1;ethe ones are 

in great firaightsand exigencies, and what, 

Kill ſtraightned ire your bowels? Is not the 
Proverb made good ,: Out of ſight out of mind? 

IF all were us unmercifull- as ſome of you, 

they and their Children would ſwoon away 

in deſolate Wilderneſſes. Remember Ha. 

Ker and the Child: Did God pity that Egyp- 

tran? and have'you no pity of your poor 
-'Minifters ? Are nor you fo far from the Ma- 

2 Cor. 8.cedonian bounty , 0 giving above your pew- 
3 ” *'&&, that you will not afford chem your ſu- 
_ "= -1 perfluities 2 Who is there rharredeems from 
is table”, from his belly , from his cloaths, 

ro cover theſe naked ſhoulders; and to fill 


cheſe empty bellies? Doth not Barwck's fore | 


« run upon you ,//you 'trade fot'your lelves, 
'* ſeqk great things for your ſelves; and ſend a- 
way your ſpirrtusl” Fathers,” wich, I pray 
*God vlefs 'your,'&r, beyeconthed, ” 

& i ut 


_— 
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>< 7 


» xo _ © 


' but do. not give secarding to theirineceſſities, 
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and your abilities,” "O'! - How \dwelleth the Tam. 2. 
love of God in you? *Boaſt what you will of 35-16, 


your Profeſſion and-Faith » your Fainb with- 19, > | 


ut oths is but dead; | 


m_—_—_ 


CHAP, XXX. 
nun of Love ageng Paſo ſarg, » 


wa 


' 5 touching bretherly love (faith the Apo: a ,vuw. = 
Me Pav/tothe T beſalon.ane )-Jou weed ina 


nee rhat I write unto you ;. for ye your ſelves are the want 
ranght of God to love ong. another , and. indeed net 


you do'st : But may not Iiay to Ex l5ſb: Pro- Tout 
ng krotherly bs you ag 


feſſours ,1 Ar 


that I write wuto on for are not ! bt of z Th . 
Gad> © The of brocherly:love ng 


« one )- is almoſt ready to goe out, ſcarce a« 
©« ny ſpark of it yer rerpaining us's but 


« inſtead of the fire of love the wif of.--: 
cc , rage vehemently is 
/ poi = 7 ot 


& minant.” \ Many !lwe'as if they 


« been baptized in the Waters of Aferibab » 
«© the-Waters of Sdrite.:' Ob | that 


| <« born on the Mountains: of Briher , . the 
« Monritains of Ditiſion.z ani as if they had. - 


9 
were waters , and amine ey0s | tears, _ _ 
ALA ras hue fn po. 


O, 


HCA E4O (ePHS 4229, 
the Chridbyans of this goper 42409 tp 674s..ne 
anotber, How \ counce heck been, . to 
Th -confine-our Joye to qur own party ?.We.luye 
þ Col.1. notioxcd a{gbe Samyr.". blow few. acerg are 
| 14, there > How few love, all. ;n:gxibue, «ligand 
Chr;#t; vident , in whom they ſee any tuing 
of Chriſt > Many even hate thoſe that differ 
fromthem, thougtr bur in” Circumtiantiaths : 
Others, chough fat are aſhamed to profeſs 
their hawphnpoa ſu agcount, yer crver 
Prov: their bdtr diteit, MR t clreir wickedneſs can 
| - © be hidno longer » but ſhew'd before the whole 
| Congrepaprer. \TheDeviltohcgan bis Leger- 
| 


demain this way , by covering his Enmity 
o_ pretence of — Pom ſaich 
Apolye ? * Let love beawithant diſrim 

y_— But 1alas !.:.1#3cb a dowble beart ” 
"Profefſonrs Speak}. How: few; have. purified 
Fiat. 12. their Souls in obezing uhe trutb tbroug hibe Spi- 
2 "t ,. give anbeigncs dove of the: Brethren) 

- ja Pet.r Moitlove is word and 5 1» tongue only. , but. not 
| 7 [.22. 1 deed and tw warch. Many ,.Jike your:Fea- 
2 Foby 3.6 ther caps bumble Servant 'y. pretend love; but 
228. - Jt .nexer-.appears - above-board : : it is Dear 
Fmnexd y Grd Soul 51 burtheir hearty are not 
'Er'den« with you. ©In order te the: convinemng: of | us 
cetin - »0f quriguiltineſs herein ,-O' that aur Con- 
for Fire Acienets may be ſuffered to. give. in. full an- 

ſwerscorhe following i 

& (1! How have be Fare from Hes 
Ele ven » (liky the-two- Neſt eples + when . ws ave 
ferns” *O992ht 96r\ſolvr} difheniecy td , un: that. other! 
qurſents rm_— ron even /uchia nrcapiaem ts enr. 92s. and 
ons, apr iy i Rel; ian _— expellid : 2. Have 
no? 
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not Magiſtrates deen-inRigated againſt godly 

ns, if Gs Ae per fatiee ho 
olr ves? Havre not we: wiſhed' others , 
that divitied from us'in ſome Circumſtances 
ef Worſhip , even- baniſhed 2' Have. we not 
cryed out, the-Land s-not able to-bear them? 
Have no& we been glad, when ſtch were pur 
out of all Offices. and Places: of Profie?? And -- 
have-not ſome; chought it « ſervice to 
God, if they had'been kilt'(>* Whil& ſome; © 
ander-colour of mercy and tenderneſs, cryed -.. 
tora general Toleration, even of blaſphemy : 
Others ran-into the other - - extream,, and 
world endure nothing 
Errout, Everrtoths 
the lawfulneſs of! ſome nd. 
ſturey-in- the Service of , "they-- are 
thought worthy, nor'only 16 beccaſt ont of 
the Church's dettocbe detiveredorerto the 
Secular Mapyſirate \ for Impriſcnmemt, and 
Confiſcation of 'Goods-at yu $S0-mnch- is 
P anls meekneſs torgoren- and wi-imitated , 
who ( though zealovs' againſt the- Foith-de- 
Rroying Errours-of* Hymenery and Phyleras » 
yer) world have -much- forbearance for 0- 
there , when dowbiing ofithe'uſt of Ments , 
md the Fiwslb Caremonies, -- UP read in- 
*« deedin Pagan Writers (ſaith: one-)-thar Baxters 
" Chriſtians were 2s-croel as Bears: Saints 
ns #nother; '&*c, 'Bit Phad hoped feſt Ex 
© tha this aconfation/had come fromthe ma- dit. 8. 
ice of Pogan Wiiters-: Litre Ut T' think part 7+ | 
x6 have ſenz fofirt veriRed;" or; Lord, chap. 7+ 
"* What Deviſs are - We-Linjinihed 


Ons s 


"7 0a ©. 


Wd 5) »» 


'n © s Re - 


5 ww 


= 9 TT 8 I 


'y when P- INT, 
« there 


ST" SF warn = "—_ 3 


(UM 


* 


18 


3» © 


11 .7 if Name and A 


accoutc, 59 #49. Devils} ** It is,utterly. a fault 
Hilder. *© 9ngyou ( faid one of our Engliſh Wor- 
ſham on © es, ormerly ) that: the - difterence | in 


P/a. 51, © judgement and praftice 
P! 691 « monies of our Church 


« fe&ion 
«<« (0d 


cc 


< in chery, char 


W 


d 


hach ne ſuch 
| » QA au 
ſtrangeneſs , and aliengion of. mind; and D 
08 z ! inſtersand People; W 

ec ſo. farrfxom receiving, cieemi by "hs » 


and m Nang fociety One wi f 
pithncn this difference of judge- 

theſe chings,.that we are apt. to 

and judge one another for it , and 
berher there he; any cruth of gray 


ifer from us1a thele ghings, 


343 Their miſe arriagettomgrd: Saints, 

© ther& is yet ſuch a Nature remaining , 
« SanRified 2 - Such a Nature =, vo k 
<< theſe dayen ſuffered to: dilcoyer icfelf), #£-,| 
_ ; ye Gn gem ur wry. 1k ' 

cioull y- powertuly_ reitrain 
*© would ſhed-the blood of one —— . 
| RE Res H . 

un-Saint- . 13» T0 facilicate 'deſtroying 'of ſuch 
ing of without remorſe » Hove not we ro Argigen , 
pe hf reputation of thery holineſs z' and, re eſented : 


| 54nno chuſe but (eef|['! 
3's | , not for -a c: 
1 -'. ;  nalreſpeR-tonheir credir with-che peop 

whom they:have gouen. 4; gient 
Pplayle , by ſanding ou? fo 


” 
{ 


' ©longh+ 


XUM 


«long 3 the would doubcleſs conform them- 
wr: 3 And ſurety { ſairh tht orher fide ) 
« che utrer unlaytulneſs of theſe Ceremo- 
« gies is now ſocteatly revealed , that, gr 
* men mult needs be; wilfully Hlind, 
«ſee itnot. Nay, they do fee'jr” vel. 
«n ahd' were it not for a tdrnal re- 
ifpe they have uhto their wotldly peact , 
and rage my y wand never Ions 
* certain! ir againſt their Conſcience 
vi in obſerving ofrhera * A ES of 

ace cah there bein how: that aft will. 

« fully blind 2" and for carnal, feſpe&s doe 
« thus fin agyult 0 6 oth 6 $ OI s 
& Thus do both lides and dangerouſly 
«*erre , and ih Me Beecher And 
bo when ye fon [ bs | Shots 

« 94inſt chip. "Hh ue | IT 
« times , and t relenc 
® evidenicty, Felliral, be of bore A rgrona 
« fear God unfeignedly , and in the whole 
& tenour and courle pf whoſe Ceaſon , 
© the life and r of 44 odlimefs meſs” doch 
« manifeſtly ' tohdeſee 


* love every one that' 


af ©(whethet he 4 
*If thou can(t noch 
ſe hard condeirs 


8+ _ —_ . 
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« his {otacchet thai are DE" lk 
« bitter and Yolerit of, Either ll) theh att © 


« thou certainly thy Jeff taoſt wi SA 

ps Gouffire ini the Name oft " 
#* Lo! id” warrant” 0 

t Word \ tar f ee nbt 


0 


1 Cor. 3, 


$5? Their miſr axrigge (4owerds Saints , 
© entercatn againſt ſuch , thou canlt kave .no 
(comſir « all inchine own Eate 'before 


. Thusfar he that was in his time England: 
be Preacher, And is the , xx4tver, any Whit 
amended now? O! How have Profeſlars 
ſpoken all manner of evil againſt choſe that 
have differ'd from them in circumſtances ? 
Have nor they publikely railed one at anv- 
ther ? - Whac thy Names have they. gi 
one another ? Schiſmaticks,, Rebels , Foe 
ders , Peace-breakers, enemies to the State, 
os,  eyen-at bid as the Hearhens gave the 
riſt;ans? Have not we been fo eager a- 
gan eh, that all the peoples time ha:h 
en ſwallowed-up in invettives of one par- 
ty againſt another ? , Have-noc we been cool- 
ed ant{ blunted , and loſt-our zeal in matters 
of greueſt .momear , . by 4ecting our our 
again(t the ſuppoſed errours ot our Bre- 
thre. ? 
Back- 8» If we havenot been ph uilty of Xn-ſaints 
bicing ag them. yer baw .lictle bave we heeded the 
them, ſees = ainf back-biting ? The 
Levi. wu 4. 46.4 T ales bearer. 4 
I9, 16, _ "_—_ ſed he be that Jerientbibs 
Rs th. Then the Apoltle would 
27. v”_ ſec eg reat abominations of the Gew- 
Row. 1. tiles, be ach they , were mwhicþerers wud 
29, 30, hack-hitzrs, Were there lave , .itmenld cover 
Prov. wil fni. | Waom we love., we are .wont: i0 


10,12, _ and, pr;/+ ;,bur inſtead of chis, how 


89-we «<p thale. that differ from 
Us 2 bokund theur bucks » though we funk fair 


XUM 
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no| to their-faces 2 O abominable Eypocxilie:! 
YXe | Have not ſome commended an aRiongo ithe 

face of the-man , | and. . preluatly in. another. 
id | place and company cenJured-theſame? whom 
hit} we love we-would-have: ochers to-love ;. but 
as} by back-bicing we {eek co draw off,ouecs al- 
hat} ſo from their duty... Herein, O-1. how do 
$?| we ſerve the Devil, who is the greatunedia= 
Q- | raxy Of differences ? T have oft thought - upon 
en| the Artifacial kind of Back-biting in. Bernards 
v| time 2-4 When they ſlander, they;will fexch / ideas | 
te, | © deep ſighs as if they were much. grieved', Pr emitts 
he | « tharochers ſhould be ſoand ſo. guilty , yea4lte ſuſ- 
a | « chey will ſay, Iam exceedingly ſorry. for 5714 » 
b } «.ſuch an.one,, that he ſhould commir. ſo hai- D «leo 
r-| « nous @ crime: when perhaps it was all the Vebe- 
- | «« while but-4- baſe. lying report,. Belides wenter 
rs} «chey: will charge-yhe- Tale-heerer- with the de co 
ur « greneeſt Keep yy When they wilt take: li- £74nde 
© | ©.berty.toaſperie as tar as they have oppor- 6 mmm, 
« tunity ,. they tell the. fault only 206 Friend, Tc = 
« thatwill. tell.no. body,,. buc Folks ,. of -iz. Bern. i» 
«© Burwhy. may. not.he.have forfeized .che.©4*t. 
« o;f606 keeping Gounlel, as'well as thy ſelf; Serm- 
© Why ſhould(t hoy -rhink- that. ther Hearer 24+ 
© wilkconceal, when thou. the- T eter canſt” 
« noe-2-. Amd-if thou haſt amind'the Brothers 
< jngirmigies ſhould: be- hid, . why doſt nov. 
© thou Hide ther? Qr-why, do.chou dilGlofe:: 
*them to one ; whom FT 16.8: 
© no.way frienily, toche-infamed peſo? If _.,.;1 
*2.maniof.a, differnny.nes 1084. ve fo... 03 ? 
Canna npdd ogy command. "24 
$9 186 wemiifugly bring inahetGee 7 
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- 
. 


SAGE EO ZnCE 


UM 


353 


©. Fouldrevile him in the Acxdemy ariong his 


. " Companiors 
| there henld be ſuth matter to talk 
' 2» the Avademsy , Mer the honl 


*- warm'0hEanochets heatrs with the love of 


- & but he infinuated d avif Dgvid had an evil in- 


v7 oe oe © 
Their miſcarridgestodards Saints, * 
* lumnyor ocher, that ſhall bloc the perſon 
«and ' werken all our encom: wn Lys 
« when'we have been forced co ſpeak” of 6- 
* thers good ations, . how commonly 46 we 
&« lay in a Bur, ſomething or other, to abate 
© the eſteem, that is dae< it were well done, if 
*© the end! were right, if frons good principles , 
© if "ot done bn bypocrije, &c and by theſe 
« ;nfinuations we reſtrain ochers from loving 


2 x hor che merit of - the ' per. 
on. This is -like-: . he coſd the truth; 


*rention , andthe Prieſts were in the'Con- 
« fedetacy, . Or we add', we ſhould like him 
« well, if be were nat thus and thus; but be 
* is a leaper He ors covetousr, kc. At 
feaſts, no in ſolemn meetings, what 

we taken to ſpeak againſt our 
Pecrites 3 i Wheri Djonifous feared Plate 


ſſo forb;d ( ſaid Plats ) that 


oaldralk of ths 
Believe To we Ad frog '6ur' time beter to 


Ctri&,"than to exaſperare and inflame the 
Spirits oF. each ocher againſt our Brechrien. 
beve mma rangers bo 

mwarrer at wy 
ſome, » fk | 
NY ng Ee age 
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their ChilJren ; buc how ſeldome have we 

driven away a back. biting tongue with an an» Prov, 

ry countenance F how uave we been Tale: 25. 23; 
bearerq ; how bave we encouraged the Back- 

biter to open iis pack ? how, have we receiy- 

ed allthe detamations he would bring us? how 
havewwe credited reports upon herelay, with- 

out any examination 2} 10w apt are we to cen- _ . 
fure and judge before be, which is the Accu- C9 ia 
[ed .. have the Accuſer face to face. This was **## al- 
the Romans Law : Iwikic were the Chriſtie 1994 
ans, Some of you learnt long ago, that ig Prie 1m 
1s injuſtice to determine without bearing both andits 

arties, Have we loved our Neighbours altera ; 

ame and Credit, as our own ? May we, not "=9**m 

conclude that God will meaſure to us, as we {<*f fta- 
have to our Brethren? 1s it our wiſdome to **"* >. 
believg every word ? Wo. 1d, not David cat ee 
off c te whom we.embrace ? We pretend we 94%” 
arg not the firſt reporters ; bur are not we 147". ; 
glad the report is ſpread beyond recall ? are ***- 
not, we glad chat others good names are (toln 13S: 
away ? ang do not we harbour .the ftoln- ©79%+ 
goods ? When others ſer our Neighbours 14+ 75+ 
Names on Fire , do not we look on , and ©[#4- 
_ Fladly warm our ſelves by it, and cry Aha! 191+ 5- 
So would we bave i: > But when do we go to 

the defamed Neighbour co hear what Apolo- 

gie he can make for- himſelf > were we not 

willing he ſhould fall in our eſteems, we 

go have che Accuſer and Accuſed face to 

ace, 


their gue ting __ 


ae 


3 How e we amplified and JqVAtes Aggravei 
the offence; o differing gon Tas \ / d 


Yor fGilen- 


cing 
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propyrtiou? For ifty uave not we fer down 
ati hundred > Have not we repreſented thar 
as done agaisſt !1ght , which was done 1gno- 
ramly-? and chat done with deliberation , 
which was done raſhly? We have not mae 
a difterence between raigning ſins, and by. 
mane frailties : berween /1ns repented of 1 and 
wot repented of, How have we been gui'ty in 
drawing conlequences irom our Adverſaries 
Aſlertions, and falining ſuch opinions on 
them, as we knew their Sonls abtor'd 2 and 
yet hardly hath one of a thouſand rerrated 
theſe unjuit charges , cr humhled himſelf for 
this great iniquity before God, or Man. 

6. Have we ſilezced our charaBterifing 
N ames even to this wery day ?. Thele hive 


Names of been the Devils-bellows , which he hath put 


ciſtinRi- 
on, 


ol 


Not en-" 


and kept to our mouths , to blow wp our dit- 
ferences to the greater flame : Theſe one 
calls , the trumpets of diſcord, and a main ob- 
Nacle to peace. 

7. Didwebegin to ſtop breaches berimes ? 


deavour- id not we ſuffer our wounds to be kept 0+ 


as we 
ov ghr, 


, 
. 


ing peace pen, too long 2 and w to ſew yet are there 


that endeayour to compoſe the jars and diffe- 
rentes that are among us 2 When there were 
bickerings concerning Moſes ,. the Law, Cir- 
cnmerſion, and Sacyifices ; how "doth Panl 
befeech Enodiar and Sywtiche > How few are 
Hike one of the Fachers, who was ſo much 
vfteacd with the diviſions 6f Chriſtians, that 


he profeſt himſelf ready to let out his heart- 
. blmod to, cement them together 2 T hear may 
Sr, "i ofrcries apainſt diyigon ; andnow it is 


in E- 
very 


as Saints, 
yery mans mouth , it is time to agree; But 
» Faxk chem 35 whar they mean by agreement 1 
» | and youll hnd Conformity 15 initenged : they 
e | would have you to (toop to them , even 4- 
- | gain} Conſc;ence : they will not abate an 
1 | mch of what chey have precended , and pro® 
1 | feſſed as their principle > Few enrreat for 
s [peace , and choſe few that do indeed endea- 
n [our to hinder the ftrite of Brethren, fare no 
d | better chan M ofes He 1s chonohe ro Carry 
d Fona delion tor a party that ſues for peace, and 
r JeefGres brotherly and amicable Conferences. 
Many cry for peace, and commend ic ; bur 
g they will net be at coſt for ic. ' The curſed 
principle is till harboured , that it is a dif- 
10nourable ching co yield firſt; but that 0= 
hers muſt begig to ſtoop ro us: Whereas it 
is Gods honour , that he Rooped to us firſt. 
Ve are loath to ſue for peace, and to beg 
etonciltation with thols ; that have been 
ore in the offence than we, I find litele 
ondeſcending to remove miſtakes and pre- 
adices, If we have once offered rerms of 
peace and- reconciliation , we fatisfie our 
elves therein 5 -but have not purſued and 
olloxyed - after peace :' we have nor, uſed 


wl Frans upon tneans : This js a cletr evidence 
re Þf oor'too niuch indulging our difcords and 
ch Fnilnofities: When there is a diſlocation of 


ac Þ1& Member" of - the Natoral Body , if one 
r= Pdne-ſetter ſers it not right; wetry another; 
py Bnd leave he meds uneffiged | till all be 
e- Sroiight into Order again; Sire our hearts” 


tor overcome with che love of peace : I 
Z 2 wiſh 


256 Their miſcarriages towards Saints, 
- Wiſh we could fay as Luther once in an Epi. | 
file co the Paſtours of Strae:burgh , I pray | 
you be perſwaded , that I ſhall alwayes be u | 
deſirous to embrace concord, as 1 am deſirous | | 
to have the Lord Jeſu propitions to me. 

Our difo 8. Have not our differences come to that 
ferences beight , that we bave condemned thoſe ations 
making of Diſſeuting Brethren , which before they diſ- 
live = ented from ws we approved and commended ? 
enterpri- 2 emetrina of Alexandria liked Origens mak. 
ſes, and 10g himſelt an Evenuch, rill they tell out, 
diſcom- and then he wrote againſt it. Yea, have 
mend yor we diſcommended ſome very good enterpri- 
9 =-_ ſer , meerly b cauſe they had an band in them ? 
' proved F " Thus ſome confteſled thar they had liked many 
and that Of LuthersReformations, but that ſo contemp- 
inthe tible a Monk ſhould have che honour of be. 
whole inning them. When men are highly in 
Ob Famed for ſome one thing, they will diſ-like 
all the party doth , whultt they are in that 
paſſion, Belides have not we been apt « 
quarrel with , and miſ.like whatſoever « 
done by, a whole ſociety, if we be fall'n out 
Not con- With one of that ſociety 2 Hath not a whole 
feng family ſometimes ſuffered , becauſe we have 
theie been angry with one of that Family ? 
—— Ne 5. How few dre there that mutually confe 
0+ . p 

ther ; bur *beir favlrs each to other } though doubtl 
upbraid» both ſides have had their failings in ſuch 
ing one time of darkneſs and temptation? Burt inſte: 
_ of this are there not mutual upbr a3 dings? if ne 
—_— of £9 the face of each other, yer ( which i 
all-ur more criminal ) behind each others backs: 
wiſeries, Do they not impute che cauſe of all the wn 
1 b 


”__ — _—_— aw. 
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ſeries felc and feared to ſuch and ſuch diſor- 
ders of ſuch parties? Who is ſo ingenious as 
to confeſs, and take ſhame for his own , and 
his parties miſcarriages ? 


10. How frong are our memories ( even to Nor fors 


this day) to retain all bitter, wnchriftian paſ- gerring 
ſages of one party toward another? Ano if ſome ſlo 
have buried chem z yet are there not ſome of ** 

the Devils agents , that are rak mg them out 

of the duſt , to exaſperate Spirits atreſh , and 

ſoto widen our difference. ? 


11. How have we ſuffered Sin to reſ> nyon Sufferiog 


ethers? and why? Tuacy are no: of our Church, Sinto, 
Thou ſhould nor deal with a7 rk , as thou 7 2 
hait deale with Chr; ian; : nor with a Beaſt, 
going aftray , as thou haſt with thy Byorhers- 
Soul. O |! Into what times are we fall'n? That 
the Jews were kivder to Brafts, than we are 
to ene another : if any go aſtray , we help 
them not co return into the right way : if 
they periſh , let them periſh , ; 


them, 


or any care 


* uf we take to reclaim chem : if now-members , 


chey muſt nor be regarded. T how a not 
# bate thy Brother in thy beart, but reprove him : 
# and not fooliſhly confine and narrow Bys- 
therhood to thy particular Congregation, and 
ſuffer others ro be damned g, when thou by a 
fai:bfull reproof might'&t have ſaved them. 
Whilt you care ſo little whether God be ho- 
noured, or diſhonoured by others, your zeal 


inſt Sin in your own boſomer', Or in your 


* Society , may juſily be called in queſtion , 

7 whoſe I doth it bear? Inſtead of re+ 

proving a _ » that differs from us, ac- 
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cording to tlie rule ot Chriit, tor any milcar- 
riage , tha: we are privy to, have not we 
lethimrun on , and chenrtold on the honſe 
top , what was done in ſecret ? We hide 
their imperfeftions, whom we love , and 
faichfully, bur ſecretly, admoniſh them ; bur 
have not ſome prerended an high Friend- ſhip 
ro others, on pvrpole to eſpy their liberty, 
that che y may afterwards have an occaſion to 
reproz:c' then , and all their party on their 
account ? He that ſeeth his Brothers face fowl, 
ard tells him not of it , hath a mind that others 
ſhould ſee bis ſpots as well as himſelf. And is 
This love to thy Friends 2 Q ! Huw have we 
uncovered that, wiiich inzenuous Humznity 
ſhould have concealed ?/Can you talk ſo of 
your Friends, that are mot dear co you ? 

12. Have not we reſtrained Prayey for ſuch 
Chriſtians, as have differed from ws? Whom 
we love we pray for : But have not our difte- 
rences been ſo greet , that we have exclnded 
one another one of our Pravers, unleſs to 
reproach each other before the Lord 2 If any 
man ſee his Brother ſin a Sin , which isnot unts 
death , he ſhall ak, and he (ball give bim life 
for them, that ſjn uot unto death. How fel- 
dome are-we very ſerious and earneſt in 
wreſtling with God for others, it in ſome 
things divided from us ? It we had counted 
then Enemies, we ſhould have fo /oved them, 
af to have prayed for them. O that Abrabam 
ſhould pray ſo vehemently for the Sodomiter, 
and not we for Saints! That Samnel ſhould 
pray for Say/, and no! we for the Lord: 

= enonted 
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anointed ones | Have not our diFerences 
interrupted not only civil , bur all religzgous 
communion 2 Yea, have not we neglected 

to pray » not Only for Glentiag Brethren, 

but tor the reconciiins of them, ? How few 
are;there , that pray bieartily , feelingly,. bg- 
tievingly, for the /eace of Hizruſalem ; 
thougli there are many Pronuics tO EN» Zech. 
courage us therein , that br: Name hall be 14. 19. 
ones, and they ſhall worſhip with one ſhoulder , 

and 7uds inal zot envy Manafleh » nor Ma- Jer. 32. 
nal!) w/ex Eplicarm : And 7 will give them 39, 
one hea'! , {id one way , that they may fear 

me for ever , for the g1nd of them , and of 

their children after them > ſhould we not alſo 

have been Er.cuurged to pray for tat, which 
Chriſt ſo affeionately defires > Will not 
Petitions be we!come co Heaven for thar , 
which would be ce jov of all che Heavenly 

Hoſt to ſee eftectes ? Peace 01 earth among 

the Saints would be the joy of God , who ts 

the God of Peace : of Chriſt, who isthe Prince 

of Peace. May we not confidently pray tar 

what Chriſt ſweat and bleed ? 

13. How uarealy have we been to reipeft Noe pri- 
and value the gifts and enoblements of ſuch ting their 
Chriſtians? We have neickec heartily prayed gitrs, noc 
to God , that they might be uſeful , wich all >'ebing 
their Talents , for the good of many : nor = _ 
bleſt the Father of Lights for communicating ©" 
ſo much to chem. 

14. Hath not the Spirit in us luPtd to En- Envying 
uy ? Whom we love, we rejoyce at their them, 
gitts and enjoymencs ; but hath not a Spiric 
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Their miſcarriages towards Saints, 
of Cain prevailed among us ? Have not we 
envied , if others lad greater acceptance 
with God , than our ſelies? Have we re- 
Joyced at the gifts and graces of differently- 
ſwaded Brethren, as if they were our 
own? or have not we ( ſecretly at leaſt ) re- 
pined at others praiſes > Have not we been 
afraid that wt and our party have been ob. 
ſcured chereby ? Hath noc this 'been evident 
in our being more backward to ſpeak of their 
braces , than of their 'imperteAions > Doe 
hot we gaze only on the Sun , and call in 0- 
thers to be ſpeRtators of it , when ecclipſed ? 
Do not we like Kite , paſs over the” ſound 
ſheep , and pitch on the weak and dead C arion 
or like the Butchers Dog, not touch the ſound 
fieſh. bur the offals and putrified pieces ? or 
like Swine , pats over the flowers, and wat- 
low in the Aire ? If we know one of a dif. 
tering Congregation from ours , that hath 
blemiſh , 'our mouths are full of him ; bur 0. 
thers graces, and heavenly walks we can 
paſt over int ſilence, * * ; 
15. Have mt werefuſed to help on Chri- 
ftiens? We help what we can thoſe whon 
we really [ove ; Burt are not we like SpeQs 
tors in a Tragedy ( Auſtin complains of ſuci 
in his time ) who mourn much to ſee a fac 
=_— ated ; bur ler the Play goe on. True 
pitiful Iove would exprefs it ſelf by 
We read of 
labour of love : love is bountifull, We p 
tend to love all Saints; but what do we fot 
thoſe that are of different perſwaſions fro: 
ours ? If ſuch an one bein Pr;ſon , do we v1 
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fie him ? If Naked , do we cloath him ? If 
bungry , do we feed him? It we remember 
all the Lords people , that are in bonds, as 
if we were bound wich them , then doe we 
really love chem. We love our ſelves, and 
we are liberal to our (elves; we can beſtow 
time , care, eſtate, good things upon our 
ſelves ; but not ſo on divided Brethren. We 
have words at will, Oyle and butter in our 
mouths to ſupply them , Depart in peace , be 
ye warmed and filled ; but we give not thoſe 
things , that are needfull. Love will ſuffer 
any pains ſor the ſake of the Beloved : So 
Pax! loved all the Saints , (at he was willing 
to fbend and to be fhent , hike a Candle , to walt 
himſelf for their Cogd. Which of us hath ſo 
ſpent himſelf ? Love will counſel the Belo. 
ved, eſpecially if in any firaight ; But God 
knows how little others have been beholding 
r0 us even this way : poſſibly we have after- 
wards inſultingly told them , this you ſhould 
have done , and herein you failed ; bur as we 
found them ina Ditch , ſo we left them, and 
di-eted them not to a way of deliverance. 
The beſt counſel we can giye is for the Soul ; 
bur let the divided parties, yea and others , 
confider ſeriouſly and ſadly how backward 
they have been, and are to this day, to ad- 
viſe tothe beſt way for peace , holineſs, and 
glory. If we believe ſuch an undertaking 
will impair our Neighbours Name, efiate , 
ro Soul; yet how (low are we to inter- 

ſe for the _—_— of him from ſo un. 
appy an enterprize ? I ſhould hardly think 
that Parent loyes his Child well, that 
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him run oyer a cliff, and with-holds bim nor, 
what he can. 

Not ſym- 16. Have not we been ſo far from: helping 
pathi- _ them, that we have not (ym pathiz.ed with them? 
5 Love is pittifull, When they have been ſick , 
* whendid wegert over our tareſhv!ds co en- 
quire how it fared with .chem ? How ſgl- 
dame haye we felt, cheir pains ? If they ve in 
an errour, in a dangerous one , te more we 
ſhould compaTionate chem , coniidering our 
ſelves alſÞ , who have the ſeeds of the ſame 
errours withig ys 3 conlidering the blindne(s 
of our qwa minds; how we alto Gifter from 
others in ſome ugeeers 3, how it is the Spirit, 
that leads int9cruth, &'c. But have not ſome 
rejoyced,, when any of a differen: perſwall- 
on have fall'n into the Bogs of Familsſme , 
Ranteriſyze, Quakeriſme, &Cc, that they may | 
chence draw their abſurd inferences again!t | 
the whole body , whereco ſuch an one was 
related 2 Yea how little have we laid to heart | 
the afflitions of any of Gods p2ople 2 Have 
not we been as unconcerned in their ſuffer- 
1n3s in Germany, France, Holland, Piedmont , 
Ireland ? &c. How feldome have we had a- 
ny great conflict tor thoſe whoſe faces in.the' 
fleſh we never ſaw 2 Have not we been like 
Jacobs Children , unmercifull enough : care 
down to eat and drink, and torgor Joſeph 1p 
the Pit? Have not we had alate initance of 
this our hard-heartedneſs , when the Plague 
ſo forraged in Londoy, and the parts adjacent? 
How little. did we mourn wich them cha: 
mourned ? Perhaps fear leſt che Flying Role 
might 
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might Fifit us, cauſed us a little to put finger * © 
into the eye. I muſt rell yow ( 1 wiſh I could 
weeping ) that (n1quiry abounds, and the love 
of many waxeth cold. 

17. H ave not we been ſo far from ſympath:- Inſulting 
zing with them , that we hav? mſulted over over 
them ? Reall love vawnteth not it ſelf , is not "hem. 
p*ffed up ; Bur how have we vaunted over ! Cor 
fall'n Brechren , fall'n into miſery : that is 13+ 4- 
bad ; but fall'n into fin , that is abominable? 

How oft have I known ſome high Profeſ- 

ſours making it an enterrcainment ; a banquet 

for their Friends, toſpeak of the Spots, Va- 
nities, Geſtures, ec. of others different” in 

ſme Opinions or” Prattices , from them, , 

when their langhture hath given evidegt 
proof what contentment they cook in the in- 
firmities of their Brethren # Te are puſfed up, r Cor. 
and have not rather mpuyned, &c. ſaid Paul to 5.2 
the Corinthians : and may nort I fay ſo to 
Erghſh-Profeſlours ? Have not we been 
wor(e than Dives's dogs ; ſeeing they licked 
the ſoars of Laz.aray :' whilſt we have rub'd 
and fretted chem , and inſulted over his miſe. 
ries ? 

18, Have not we very wifaithfully publiſhed Publith- 
their ſecrets} We are wont to keep the ſe- ing their 
crets of thoſe we dearly love , eſpecially ecrew, 
when they charge us, and we. promiſe ſq t0 
do; But how many of us are ſwift to hear , 
bur nat ſlow to ſpeak of what we hear eyen 
under the roſe p 'Few faithſull Spirits , that Prov. 
conceal the matter, How many are there that 1, 13. - 
Freep into houſes , yea farther inco boſomes,, 
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to know ſgcrers , that they may inſlave chem 
to their wills , for fear of their publications , 
orelſe when they have got what they can ot 
them, moſt wrerchedly betray the trult re- 
poſed in them ? This makes me even to cry 

out , truſt not in a Brother. 
Selfiſh- 19. Have not we been ſelfiſh in our love? Cha- 
nels. rity ſecketh not her own. , Obſerve it, the 
r Cor. moſtlove, that is going is Publican-love : we 
13- 5- are careleſs of their company, or to have any | 
- intimacy with them , from whom nothing is 
likely tobe returned : if a Profeſſour be rich, 
he hath many Friends , ſuch as they be 3 but 
the poor is deſpiſed of big Neighbour, Q | how 
baſe and mercenary is our love 2 Even your 
* Miniſters, to whom you have pretended dear | 
and high affeRions , yet if chey be laid by, or | 
removed at a diſtance from you , that you |} 
annort have them as + vas ſong to you, |} 
how range are you inſtantly co them > How 
ſoon do you forget them ? Judas may kiſs 
39; bur he hath a deſign upon you : Joab | 
may ſalute ; but he is working nothing but 

his own baſe deſign. 

Incone' 2Q. Hath not our love been inconſtant > Re- 
fancy, al love isabiding ; bur do not we quickly ex- 
change Friends? Do we keep them as long 
as an Almanack, to the end of the year > Do 
not new pickt flowers tempt us to throw. by 
1 Cor. theold? Charity ſoffereth long ; But bow 
I3. 4+ , ſoonis our love quenched 2.It makes a blaze; 
bur ſoon is out, ſoon kindled, ſoon quench'd : 
like Children, won with an Apple , loſt with 
a Nut : How have we been at ſwords point 
or 
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for every trifle > Thole ſeven ones, one Body, 
, one Spiris, one Hope, one Lord, one Faih » 
| one Baptiſme, one God and F ather of all, 
. ſhould have been as ſo many quoines to Jock 
together all parts of the building into one ; 
Burt atas 1 every extravigant, or extrinſecal 
Opinion .hath broken us and our hearrs to 
; pieces. Have not we been humouriſh, pee- 
; viſh lovers ? Our love is dearly bought , and 
more hardly kept. Humour is like tinder, as 
z F ſoon on fire as touched : no love without 
, contormity in every thing : we could hardly 
; bed, board, or houſe together , unleſs we all 
7 ſaid che ſame thing : we loved only whilſt 
pleaſed, and ovr humours were not croſt; but 
the leaſt unkindnels, the leaſt difference , 
though our agreemenss were more by hun- 
| dredsthan our differences ) would quench , 
| oratleaſtabare, our love, Charity 35 not ea- 
fily provoked, And to fullfil the law of love its x Cox, 
requilite in the Apoltles Judgement, that x1, 5, 
| we bear one anothers burthens., But Ol everg,j 6. 
fince I can remember , what a rigid , impe- k 
rious , and tyrannical commanding of an Uni. 
formity in every pun&tilio hath there been ? 
Though the pretence be love to Chriſts 
Church ; yer if men would conſult their 
own hearts, 'tis love of their own power,and 
rule, and Lordſhip over their Brethren : 
+ | and therefore the ſame party of men, when 
| in the Saddle , . when uppermoſt , have cry- 
ed for this rigid Conformity , away with 
curſed tolleration, &Cc. and when reduced and 
brought lower , have as much commended 
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Charity, Love, Forvearance in matters leſs 
MOomencous. 

Now, when theſe things are thus amongſt 
Thz us, ſhall we fic ttill in lence and Frupidiry , 
_—_— and ſuffer the ſweet and ſoft fire of love quite 
. toexpire, and the wildefire of paſſion and con- 
tention tO ſpread and prevail, without moving 
atougue Or handtOwards the repreſszng of the 
one , and reviving Of the other ? Titus were 
enough to make the dumb to ſpeak ; and 
theretore may jſtifie my writing, when 1 
may nor Jpeak., yea my exputiating a litcle , 
in venting My thoughts about this greag evil , 
and the deſires of my heart to redreſs it, 
Inirs diſ- Is ut nothing 0m, that hereby we are 12 4 
obedi» ſpecial manver guilty of diſobedience to Jeſws 
ences Chriſt? That all Chriftians would love one 
See Wil- ;rother » Was our Lord Jeſus Ins dying 
liams charge , which he frequently inculcated , 
rran ſweetly inlinuated, and powerfully enforced 
ſeenden* "jr 1; 4 Commandement z» NOt a bare advice and 
cy 'of © counſel : It is a Commandemenct ot Chrifs 
Chris gwn preſcribing, A Commandement 1 grve 
love. wnto you: It isa Commandement priver , as a 
Chap. 9. ſpecial Love-roken, in his laſt Will and Tefta- 
Set. 3, ment: It is a new Commandement , 4 new 
4+ 5" Commundement [ give unto yout : It is a moſt 
Joby 13. excellent Commandement , in a ntw. Edition , 
33134» corretted and amended , from the falſe gloſſes 
35» of the Scribes and Phariſees , and enlarged 
14+ 17- from his own example; Before it was only , 
13-122 Thos ſhalt love thy Neightour as thy ſelf ; 
T7, now it is, Love one another , as 1 have loved 
you 2 This new Commandement is not once 


evil, 


. only 
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only given , but given. again » and again, 
and again, by our dying Lord, to intinate , 
that as he had one Diſciple , who went by the 
nare of the Diſciple wham Jeſus loved : So be 
wonld have a darling Commandement , and 
that chis ſhoi:1d be it, Love one anather ; Yea, 
he calls it, The/e things , as it this- one thing 
were all things, and diſobedience to this 
Commandement, were diſobedience to af. 

1s it nothing to us, that bereby , as much 4s 
in us lies, we makes the Prayer of Chriſt of _ 
none effeft > Chirilt kiew the evil of heart- Prayer, * 
burninos and diviſiins , ot wrath and bitter- 
xeſ5 again(t one another { though we do not ) 
and cherefore having preached wp love among 
bis Diſciples on earth , lie lets upon praying 
dewn U! 50x from his Father in Heaven , and 
what he /ſted moſt upon in his Sermon, that a 
he ezlargerh moſt upon in his Prayer. And. 
row | am no more in the World , but. theſe are Job" 17. 
in the World , and I come to thee, holy Father, 11, 21s 
keep through thine own name , thoſe whom thou 22, 23+ 
ha#t given me , that they may be ours 45,ve are : 
T hat they af may be one ; as thou Father art in 
me , andT in thee , that they alſo. may be one 
mus: That the World may believe , that thou 
baſt ſent me : And the glory which: thoy: gaveſt 
me , I have given then >, that they myay be one, 
even 4s we are one. 1 in. them, and thom in me, o1,oq: 
that they may be made perfett in one... and that ing off | 
the World may know that thou. haſt {ent me ', Chiiſts }. 
ad baſt. loved them, as thas haſtilgued me. Livery. 

I; it nothing tq wy that hereby worthrow off J hn = : 
Chrifte diſtinguiſhing Livery ? By this ſhall all *3+ 35- 
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men know that you are my Diſciples , if you 
- have love one to another. He dotu not ſay, 
H ereby you ſhall be my Diſciples ; but hereby 
it ſhall be known : Not doth he ſay, Hereby / 
ſhall know ; nor bereby you (hall know ; but 
hereby ſhall others know : Nor doth he ſay , 
Hereby they ſhall ghis and conjeflure ; but 
hereby tliey ſhall kno» , as by a ſure and in- 
fallible frgn : Nor doth he ſay , Hereby ſome, 
a very few , ſhall know this great ſecret ; but 
hereby all men ſhall know : Nor doth he ſay , 
Hzreby alt men ſhall know , chat you ſeem 
eo be my Diſciples z bur that you are /o in- 
deed, 
Repreſen- 1s it nothing to wr , that hereby we make the 
ting Tewes and Heathens look on Chriſt as an Im- 
Chriſt as poftour > How can they look upon him 0- 
an Imp therwiſe,, whilſt they ſee his Coar ſo full of 
ſeams , yea his Body fo full of yents ? Hereby 
we hinder the World from being convinced 
that Chriſt is ſent of God : Chrilt therefore 
John 17. prayed, that His might be one, that thi 
21, 23, #orld may know, that God ſent him. 
Mating Is it nothing to it, that hereby we make (a 
Chrilts much a4 in us lyes ) the Croſs of Chriſt of none 
cearh of effect, 4nd his blood to be ſhed in vain ? Chrif 
feat, notonly preach'd up Love, and prayed for it, 
but alſo paid for ir, . Ag he went from 
preaching up Love on E arth by his Sermon, to 
pulling it down from Heaven by Prayer : So he 
went from prone. to poying for it; and the 
E pheſ.2, Price which he laid down for it , was his 
14,15, Blood, faith a late ingenuous Writer, Fot 
16 Get our Peace, who hath rhade bith = , Kc, 
| x . Havih 
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r baving aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, &c. 
> for to make in himſelf of twain 5 one new man , 
J | /o making peace. And that be _ reconcile 
4 both unto God in one body, by the Croſs. Shall 
it} Chrilt dye to break, down partition walls : and 
'» | will we dare to keep them up ? Shall he ſhed 
it } his b/99d for, peace ? and ſhall we imploy our 
"| wit and zgntereſ® to blow the trumpet- to 
+ War ? 
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I; it nothing to us, that hereby we make Calling 
| Jews and Payzans call in qu'ſtion the truth of ® veſtie 
Gods promiſe: > What can .hey chink of thoſe Promiia. 


"" | promiſes ( that the wolf and the Lamb ſhall 1[;, 65. 


he jn all my holy monntain , ſaith the Lord. That , 4 6. 
# | the Wolf alſo chall dwell with the Lamb , and 

0” | che L topard (hall lie d1wn with the Kid: and 

of the Calf and the young Lyon, and the fatling 

dy together , and alittle Child thall lead them. ) 

ed hen the Lambs cannot fold together wicth- 

ref out purhing at one another, 

be Is it nite to us , that hereby we grieve Grieving, 
' | our dear Lora Jeſus, and the ever bleſſed Spi- Chriſt, 
4} 14:2 May we not ealily imagine what a grief _ 
"e | icis tothe head , to ſee the members of his 
iſt body renting and tearing each other ? to fee 

ts} heirs of the ſame hope , thoſe that lye roge= 

My ther in che ſame boſom of Eleftion , and whoſe 

WE Names are on his Breaſt , and whom he pre- 

he ſent: before his Father together in Heaven , to 

he } be chus broken aſunder on earth ? O! me 

a thinks if we had any love to Jeſus Chriſt . we 


feed together , they thall not hurt , nor deſtroy ;; 


ſhould ſtudy to be of one affetion, What 
Luther (aid once tO the Miniſters of Norim- 
Aa berg 
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berg is very conlivecable : Smppoſe ( laid he ) 
you ſaw Jeſus Chriſt ſtanding bodily in the 
midſt of you , and thus beſpeaking you , What 
do you ; O my dear Children" whom I bave 
Redeemed by my blood , that you might mutu- 
ally love one another. ------ There us no danger 
3n your difference , but there is much in your 
diſſention : Do not thus ſadden my Spirit : do 
not thus tþosl the holy Angels Fae joy in hea- 
ven: Am not | more to you than all your mat- 
ters of diſſerence. How can we expe the 
company of the Spirit of grace and peace, 
whiltt ſuch Fery contentions are amonglt us? 
Were he D:iciples quarrelling and contend- 
ing, when te Hy Ghoſt fell on them ? No, 
They wers a! with one accord in one place. 
WWhers nts dwell tegether in nity , there the 
Lord commanAs the bleſring for ever. God 
will nor ( faith alearned man) fow the pre- 
cious ſeed ot his grace and love among bryars 
an4 chornes, the enemies of peace, 

[s it nothing to wx, that hereby me do (what 
wn ut lyes ) to raſe Sion z Even to the foundation 
thereof ! The Rones ſupport the building, by 
being coupled rogether. How can the houſe 
land , when the itones are ſevered, when 
not a ſtone is Jetc joyned to a ſtone ? Every 
Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf , i brought to 
deſolation : and every city or houſe divided a- 


rainſh it ſelf, ſhall not ſtand. 

+» bow nothing to ws , that hereby we make re- 

all Saints , the pillars of the World , weary of 

ſtaying in the World ;, to ſupport it any longer ? 

It was the Gghr of the divitions among 
Chriſtians, 


. wn a. WW 


"BS SAIHts, $7t 
Chriſtianss, that mace Gryneus, Mel athens 
Strigelius, the prows and precious Souls wea» 

ry of carth , and © with and celire the wings Pſa. 555 
of 4 Dove , that they might fly afvay, and be at G, 
reſt in that place, wuacre there is a reſt remain- 

ing for the people of God , as from all other Hebr, 
evils , ſotrom this of diviſions and diſſention# 4. g, 
amons Brethren, It was he conjectire of 

one , that as Go1s firſt Judgement againtr the 

old World was by Vater , avainit the bear of 

Luſt : ſolns laft Judgement upon the World 

that now 35 , Will Le by F rre againit the cold 

neſr of Lowe. If this be true,how do we haſt- 

en the great and terrible day by our coldneſs 

in Love one towards another ? 

[s it xothing to ur, that herel) we gratifie Gratifys 
the Devil, reoyce the hearts of the withed, and ing the 
1nſtifie therr reproaches of Saints} The great wer 
ſtra:agem of Hell is to promote our difteren- er 
ces, and to keep us from Union : all the eq, and 
bones they throw among us are- to fer us by Juſtifying 
the ears : the Devil knows that Socieries of *heir re- 
Chriſtians are immortal , it they do not kill mem 
themſelves by Divilion : Divide & Impera', 

Divide them, and rule them is a maxime in 

Hell, and among the' Artichriftian party. 7fF - 

ns, , . GAL, T« 

y# bite and" devour one another 8 Conſurrytion 

will te the conſequent. Why ſhould we he * 5» 
imployed in the Devils work ? Hatch he wer 
infri\ments and tongues enough of his own? 

© ! how doth Antichrilt yer ground by -the 
Animolities and Diviſions among Chriftiahs? 
Certainly what T acitus faith of ſome""in' His 

time , we may of the Pap:;fts andalt our Fgy- 

Aa 2 raign 5 
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Their miſcarriages towards Saints, 
raigs Enemics, Nibil ſpes, niſs per dijcordias* 
babent. Ali cacir hopes of ruining us ariſ 
from our homebred diſcords and diviGons : 
Were all the Arrows in one bnndle, they 
would by :ryal and experience find it next ro 
an impoſſibility co break chem. Mechinks 
the proud boaſts of rbe Man of S;nz ſhould 
make us bury all our diſcord) : were we bur 
of one heart before God , and wnzting our 
Prayers, the Mountains would become #?laing, 
yea the ſeven Hills anong the reſt. Sure we 
do not conlider where, and among whom we 
are. Are wenot in the world , where $Sa- 
tan rules 2 Shall che Children quarrel in their 


Gen. 1 3, Enemies quarters ? Abraham ſues for peace 
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upon this, as a taking confderation , that 
we are Brethren and the Perriz.zite dwelt in the 
land. Wicked men are SpeRators of our 
fewds and diſcords. The very Heathen have 
calmed the mutinies of their Souldiers , by 
ſaying, your E nemie} youder behold your mut;- 
nous bebaviowr. What one laid prophetically 
ſome years ago, I cannot bur recall : that 
wileſs God aid ſtir up ſome im the Proteſtant 
Churches , and cloth them with a mighty Spj- 
rat to accommodate our differences , the end of 
them may be , that our Enemies will laugh 
when we ſhall weep. Have we- not Enemies 
enovgh , but muſt we be dogged and cruel to 
one- another > We ſay the Fire barns the 
hotter for the cold weather : Would co God 
the Anciperilialis were blefſed, that the cold 
abroad,the oppogrtions againſt us,may intend 
or affeRions the more to God, co his wayes, 

£0 
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to his people, And are nor the wicked juſti- 
fed in their reproaches of che Saints , whilt 
they do but wrice atter our Copy ? 
[s it nothing to wu, that bereby we are per- Perjury 
jured, yea often perjured , as oft we have re- 
ceived the Commmunzon ? © Chriſtians ( ſaich 
6 our great # her ) ſhould remember , that 
« as oft as they come to the Lords table, ſo 
© oft do they enter into new bonds of peace, 
&« an'! tye themſelves with firmer knots of 
6 love together , this bleſſed Communion 
« \eing a Secrec Seal , not only of the Uni- 
Kn, whch we heve with our head by 
«faich, but allo oi 0vr conjunction wita the 
© other members of the body, by love. , 
Laiily , [s it nothing to #6 , that hereby we Hindri 
hinler the forgiveneſs of ow” own iniquities & pardon, 
How can we hope we ſhall be forgiven, if 
we torgive nor one another ? How can we 
look thar Scriprure in the face , if ye for- Mat. 6. 
give men their treſpaſſes , your Heavenly Fa. 14, 15. 
ther will al o forgive you : But if ye forgive not 
mes their treſpaſſes , neuthey will your Fathey 
forgive your treſpaſſe: ? Or that, with what | 
meaſure you mete , it ſhail be meaſured to you Mat. 7. 
again? Would we have God deal with us, as 2 
we deal with our Brethren ? Theſe, and ſuch 
like conſiderations, have made jome, even of 
the Epiſcopal perſwaſion , To complain for 
want of love , and to gh for more Charity Biſhop 
towards Chriſtians , though of different per. Reyn of 
ſwaſions : * That in the caſe of unavoidable the peace 
© differences among good men ( faith one JR 
Aa3 ©« meek- 
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©meckneſs, moderation, wwlerance , an [iis 

* manicy Expreſſed, 'c. Lliis is a lamentati. 

«Kon, and wili be tor a Jamentation, Bu. 

© rween the E piſcopal, Presbyier:« 17, and /- 

Biſhop © dependent paris ( faith a ſecond ) mucti 
Gaudens ©& ofthe acione(s and fiargiels of the hu-g 
Sem, <4 maur would be alayed , if riis policy ot 
« == & charitable cenfure and interpretation were 
7” applyed oa all tides, ec, I ſhould be glad 

© ro ſee the beams of this candour, thi9kind- 

© neſs, this charity, ſhine in all faces from all 

©« (des, that the Shiboleths of difterent dias 

« les and deftgns, &c. might be laid alice 

Biſhop © by being all for Cirilt, &c. A third pret- 
- mnt « ſeth toa charitable conitruttion of cachy 
- « others atts and intentions ; becavie there 
Majeſty,” © is nothing in the world, which may not be 
I6qur ©raken with either hand , - whether che rior 
© hand of fayorr, or the left of mal:ce. We 

« fee the Son of God himfſelt, in whom tbe 

© Prince of. tliis —_— could ind nothins , 

Math. "yi was expoled to miſ-conlircton, Be- 
I. 19; hold a Glutton, &c, Good Lord ! what liliz 


& charicablecenſutes are mer apt to pals up- 
« on each other: Let a man be (tri& and 
< 2a1ere in moral and div < duties, though 
<< never {:> cgaccable 3 eb a Puritan z and 

© every Puctcan is an Hypecyite., Let him 
« be more tree, an! give more ſcope to his 
© converiation , tnoupn never o conſciona- 
© ble: heisa Libertin : Let him make ſcru- 
« ple of anv ur:Govated form ,, he is & Schiſ- 
© ma:ick,: L7t hin; and for the ancicutly 
& received Kites and COEEUnARe, he isa 
*© 73186+ 


as Saints. 


© trme-ſerving Formaliſt. ------ Let me rell 
& you he is right , that hath a right heart-ro 
« his God, what torms ſoever he is for. The 
« Kingds me of God doth nat tand in r1tats and 
« 1r;nbs , initafts, 07 colours, or Faſhions , 
© in Noyſes or Geſtures: it ſtands in Holi- 
e« neſs and Righteoufneſs,* &c, Let us ſtudy 
« now, not to widen, or gall, or ranckle; but 
<< how to falvezand heal, &c. 1 ſhall conclude 
this Chapter with beſceching , yea conurtrg 
you in the words of the Apoitle Pau/to wu: 
Philippians : If there be therefore any con""la- 
tion in Chriſt . iPany comfort of Irve , Tf "any 
fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowtlls,, and 
mercies ; Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like 


minded, having the ſame love, being of one ac- / 


cord, of one mund. 


Phil. 2. 


F,'3. 


Q quam 


Tpſa ſuada creds, {; lagi poſſet, not potuiſſet ing*1me"iges, 
ubi quot verba, tot tela, que nimum anmos noſtros pey= 
cellant, &Cc. Mortonr ſent, de pace procuranda inter E- 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


The faults of Church- Members towards 
thoſe of therr particular Congregations, 


1. V' Oa have Profeſled in your Creed to be. 
leve the Communion of Samts : You 

have been admitted to the Priviledoes of tlus 
Communion : you thought it not ſafe, or 900d 
for man to be alone ;, to live retired trom the 
Seiety of Saints : you have been inrolled a- 
mong the Saints in Jeruſalem, »hich came 
down from above : you have with forme Solens* 
nity engaged y Our elves ro be faithful co the 
Souls of your Brethren : and vet what an 4n- 
profitable Hiymit haſt thou been in Z101 7 Le 
a wila-beaFt thou comet our of thy Den tor 
thy prey , to feed upon the Mountains of Spices, 
to enjoy che __ of Gods houſe; but 
immediately thou reci;eſt and art no Way ſer- 
wiceable tothe Body. Itisa wonder to me , 
how Chri(tians Can content themſelves with 
the Priviledges of Gods houſe,and neglett the 
wuwutwal duties , that are incumbent on them. 
A learned man complains of many M;nifters, 
that they are but 7 rad:itioval-Preachers : and 
1 fear there are to0 many 7 rad;izonal: Chriſti- 
avs 
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avs, Who are very zealous tor the praQtiſing 
of ſome Duties , whici they have received 
from their Fore-fathers , whilſt they can 
over-look, many expreſs Commandements , 
obliging chem to take care , as Members of 
the N ataral Body do , each for other, The 
Apoitle tells us , that the meant Members in 
phe C harc' yet are neceſſary. But alas! How 
many are there , who ſaut up their Lighe in 
dark-lanthornes? who immure themſelves 
within their own walls? whoare ſo involved 
in worldly baſineſſes , and have fo little care 
and zeal for the houſe of God , that they no 
way profit , no Way edifie their Brethres ? 
How can ſuch over-look choſe plain expreſs 
requiries of Chriſt by his Apoltle > Let ws 
therefore follow after the things which make for R gg, 
prace, and things wherewtth one may edifie x 4-19. 
another. Wherefore comfort (or exliort ) your , T beſ. 
ſelves together, and edifice one another, 1 wiſhT 5.11, 
could add, as the Apoſtle doth, even as alſo ye 
do, For as much as ye are zealoms of ſpiritual | 
gifts, ſeek that ye may excel tothe edifyirg of 14. 2 
the Church, Let all things be done to edifyinge , 5 : 
From whom ( 1, e, Chriſt ) the whole body fitly E pheſ. 
joyned together , and compatied by that which 4. 16. 
every joynt ſupplyeth , according to the effefinal 
working 1» the meaſure of every part , maketh 
c—_— of the body , unto the edifying of it ſelf 
in love. Let no corrupt communication proceed yy, 49,” 
out of your mouth , but that which i« good to the 
uſe of edifying , that it may miniftey grace y- 
ro the hearers, Let every one of ns pleaſe bis Rox; 
IV eighbonr , for his good to edificatuw, Forty 2,10; 

ves 
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£ even Chriſt pleaſed not him elf , &C, But ex- 
Hebr.3+ hort one another daily , while it is called to day, 
13» leſt any of you be hardened, through the dece:t- 
falneſs of fon And let us conſider one another 
IO. 24275 provoke unto love, and unto good Work. 
25. N ot forſaking the aſſembl;:g of our ſelves 19- 
gether , as the manzer of [»me 1s , but exhort- 
ng one another : and {9 much the more ,, as ye 


Phil. 2,” ſee the day approachi». Look, not every man 


als, © his own things, b-: very man alſo on the 
mw things of others, N re excluded : it is 
every mans work, L. mind be in you , 

Heby: which was alſo in Chrij} ;+(u1. Look dili- 


a gently , left any man fail of *: grace of God, 
in at any root of bitterneſs Sþrin; og up , trouble 
you , and thereby many be defile. + they do 
nor over-lozk , how dare they -ntemn , all 
theſe Commandements of our [rd Jefus 
Chriſt > How can they look upon © - ſelves 
as no way concerned in theſe duties 2 A 
Lamentation , and ſhould be tor a Lam: 
on, that ſo many Church- Members. 1:xc ” 
of prey , flye alwayes alone; and chroug; 
ritual ſloth, through a lothneſs to dr/pies 
through wart of charity and pity to the So 
of their Brethren , ſuffer them co periſh in 
— ſenſuality, formality, Fc. ra- 
ther than they will labour to quicken , reſtore 
and fave them. An [: rofſer is hateful to 
men ; But of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall 
ye be thought worthy , who ingroſs your gra» 
ces , your gifts z» your experiences , where- 
with a Church of Chrift might be- edified z 
Every man is a Steward, ( Gzve an acconnt of 
| thy 
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tn wards iy |; But you are Stewards 1nan 
| 4pce., ch marner; You are Stewards of the 
{rones 0 Lat *pirit » Which are given to profit 
_T.Y How dare ye hide your T alents in 4 
Y a ave a greater truſt committed 
n o'liers have : You have Soxls 
(6714.7 44 tOyourcare ; for Church- Mene- 
'y care EVEn naturally one tor an0- 
It God hath ewo Servants , and he 3n- 
one with his Lamber , the other with 
li: qyildren ; and it both be negligent: ſure 
Lei all/of r the brokeſf indignation from the 
Lo:, wiv regletts the Children, What are 
YOu afraid » you ſhall Lave che leſs light, the 
lefs grace , the leſs comfort from Chriſt , for 
thar others ſhare with you ? And therefore 
will ye turn JI»groſſers and Afonopaliſis* Ol 
Know the more x/efwl you are to invite the 
Chilcren to their Father, the more you your 
ſelves will be i»r:«bed and ſupplyed; and 
Whilſt you are dividing your loaves, God will 
act at a wonderful rare for you : the bread will 
mul ply : you ſhall receive , whiltt you are 
dirhurſing : your light and heat will zncreaſe 
by your holy auſperfs it. 
2, How ts godly conference neglefied even 4- 
mong Church members > What ! are you a- -- —_ 
ſhamed of your God ?- is the ſpeaking of c5,* Y 
grace and glory ſome kind of diſparagement ferences 
co your tongues ? When Saints come toge- 


ther , cn precious time is devoured 3 
back=bt: - undue , nnſeaſonable cenſuring 
of «b/ ns, who are nog capable of 
MaKin,, ." <Cieance, Orelſe ix forliſh ins- 
' pertinent 
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pertinent diſconr/es of worldly matters, Few, 
like che D:/ciples in their journey to E mans, 
diſcourie of iuch matcers , as Chrilt himſelf 
joyns with chem in , and cauſech their bearts 
to buyn ; When do you warm one anothers 
hearts, and fit each other co enter into Com: 
munion with God in ſecrer? How do many 
complain Of you , that cheir hearts are eſtr a»- 
ged from God by converſes and imntimacier 
with you , and that they looſe their off-ct ;ong 
by keeping up correſpencies with you Þ} and 
theretore coun: it their wiſ4o” 00 retire 1nto 
their clyſets , rather than miſpend precious 
hours in fooliſh communicacions with ſuch 
barren , frothy , empty Protefiors. How 
many weak Chriſtians are there, who are 
not acquainted with the wiles of Satan , and 
they lit down penſive and dejetted , thinking 
no condition like theirs , and conclude here- 
upon that they are none of Gods Cildren , 
whom ( if you were ſpiral, pitiful, ative, 
and free to acquaint them with your 0wn Cx- 
periences , that you have been tempted as 
they ) you might ſuccour under their cempta- 
tions , and comfort wich the comtorts, where- 
with you have been comforted , and eate 
them by hearkning to their duubts and com- 
rom » and ſhewing them a way how to de- 
iver their Souls ; Were you of a Chri/t-like 
Spirit , you would not break, theſe bruiſed 
reeds , nor quench theſe ſmoaking flaxes ; but 
rather blow up cheir reed, and labovr to 
ſcacter anq diſperſe thoſe fogs and miſt; , 
which over-cloud cheir Souls : you — 
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| | be eyes tO Che bliad 5 but you are not : you 
\ | ſhould be of a mercitul Spirit to all Souls : 
more eſpecially to the Souls of all Saints , 
moſt elpecially to the Souls of thoſe Saints , 
to whom you are peculiarly related; but you 
are not. Incthe old Law God took care of p,,,, 
Aſſes : if they lay under a barthen, Iirael was 23, <. \ 
to help them. Doth God take care tor beaſts ? , Theſe 
and will not ye for men , tor Saints, forthe, 1, 
redeemed of the Lord > God requires of you , ; Cor. 
that you comfort the feeble minded. The ma-1, +, 
nifeſtation of the Spirit ws giyen to every man , 44), 
to profit withall. Chrift expetts his own with 3. 16. 
increaſe. T hey that feared the Lord 'pake of- 
ten one to anothey , to. comfort one another 
wich the promiſes of God maJe to his peo- 
ple , azainſt the louriſhing of the wicked , 
and overflowing of ungodlineſs : and the 
Lord bearkned and heard it , and { book of 
Remembrance was written b:fore bim, 8c. the 
Lord book't that good ſervice, he pur it up- N;hil de 
on record ; But though the Lord hearknet. Scripeu- 
and hears , yer he ſeldom finds us ſo employ- ris, nihil 
ed : our negletts are ſealed up in his bag. Ide /alute 
pray God we may lay it to heart, repent, Anima- 
and reform. Bernards complaint may juſtly yum agi- 
te revived: Not a word of the Scriptures , tur; ſed 
wothing of the Salvation of the Soul ; but tyifles nu24 & 
and toyes , laughter, and words as light as the riſe, & 
wind , cat up the time. I know there hae yerba 
been too many #z.4.4'; amongſt us, who have pro. 
had an itching deſire to be fingring of the feruntur 
Ark, thinking of themſelves more hight ys than inven- 
they ought 1#-think,, and like the ambitions tum. 
Song of Levi , raking too much upon them , 

| whereby 
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whereby tne Minſtry hatn tufferel mnch 
contempt. The Lord forgive tlicie daring 
Phaetons , Who have ſer the world 'nu flame 
hereby : But le: not us run from one extreme 
into another, Tec us give co che Miniſtry 
their due ; and yet not neglect to b#i/d up our 
ſelves in our moſt bly faith. Mutuzl duties 
ſhould be exerciſed berween Chritftian and 
Chriſtian : The Apoſtle is expreſs for 1it' in 
the places already quoted : I ſhall adde one 
more , Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you rich- 
ty in all wiſdom » teaching and admmihing 
one another. O! it Go4 would be with me 
ſo tar, a3 ro mace me an inſtrument to pre- 
vail with you to go, and vifit one another , 
and ir up one anocher , that knowing the ter- 
ours of the Lor4, you may perſwade men. O! 
bewail thy unſerviceabl:n2i's , thy private 
ſpiricednels , thy want of love and bowels to 
others; eſpecially now ,' when the Mr zrfte- 
rial help fails to ſach a degree , and when 
there is ſo great an Apoſtaſie. Sure , then is 
n2 time , wherein Chriftian-fellow ſhip is more 
called for , and wherein it may be more pro- 
ficable, thanat this time 5 But alas ! How 
are the wiſe as well as rhe fooliſh, Y irgins 4- 
ſleep , generally ſecure , without aRion , no 
way fiſefull to each other, no "more than 
they are , who are falt aſleep in their beds of 
reſt? OT how few are there like Jonathes 
and David? how few enter into a brotherly? 
promiſe to exhore one another , to call one 
another to account , to tell one another their 


tears, to know of one another their growth 
in 
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in Religion? We are proud, and loath to 
have our nakedneſs appear : yea ſome of us 
have few Rories to tell of Gods goodneſs and 
bounty to our Souls, and we hate a diſco- 
very , how low, earthly , vain ; backſlid- 
ing we are : Hence reſerved to each other ; 
But God will bring forth the hidden works of 
diſhoneſty. 

3» How it Fraternal correption negletted or or ads 
ſpoy!'d in the managing ? Some totally neglet} monith- 
reproving their Brechren : Gallio-like , rhey ing»0* nox 
lietle care for theſe things, they are lictle *"'8%* 
concern'd whether God be honoured , or 
d&ſhonoured, 

Ochers delay admmition, The Fleſh is Eicher 
backward to this ſelf-denying work, and ſo Pegie&-. 
the many werghty circum ftances , which ſhowld _— lr0- 
bring the Offendor to Repentance , 'are forgot : Ctoriog 
T be Off ndor is alſo hardned in bu Sm. He ;x, 
thinks by thy lilence , thou art alrogether like 
unto him : fo he judgeth of Gods ſilence , 
theſe things haſt thou done, and I kept ſilence Pſa. 50, 
thow thoughteſt I was altogethey ſuch an one as > 
thy ſelf : ſo he judgeth of thy ſilence, It's 
much eaſier to ferch out a ſport of inck from a 
cloth the day it is Rained , than afterwards. 

Sin like a Mole, will quickly bury it ſelf , and 

the longer let alone , the barder it © to dig 1t 

#p. The longer a diſeaſe is let alone, the har- 

der cured : Croneal diſeaſes are ſeldome a 

creditto the Phyſitian: Befides if you neg- 

left the Reproof this day or hour . perhaps 3 

the next he will commit the = Sin again; for 

either he knows it not to be afin, or in caſe 
| he 
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I3, 


Their miſcarriages towards 
he knows it, yet every new act doth ſtrength» 
en the habir of fin. Ir is the nature of fin to 
blind the Mind , to ſtupife the Conſcience , 
and to harden the heart. Exhort therefore 
one another dayly , while it is called to day, leſt 
any of you be hardned through the deceitfulneſs 
of fin. If the finner add 1n to fin , put that 
to your account for negleRing the Ocdinance 
of God for his reducement : It he loſeth the 
favour of God, and negle&ts hereupon all 
private communion with the Lord , pur that 
to thy account : If at length he becomes im« 


' pudent infin, ſo that, like a Bedlam, he feels 


not the pricks of ſharp admonition, pur all 
this to your account , becauſe you have de- 
layed ro cure, to heal, to ſave the Soul of 
your Brother. A timely reproof might have 
ſaved a Soul, and covered a multitude of fins, 
Beſides, have you time at your command , 
that you with Febx , will do your duty at 4 
more convenient ſeaſon? May'|t not thou dye ? 
or the Offendoy dye ? and both 5» ſin,thou in 
tle ſin of Omiſjon , and he inthe (lin of Corm- 
miſſion unrepenced of , before the day comes, 
wherein thou art reſolved co tell him roundly 
of his fault? Why arc not chou trembling 
with fear of blood-guiltizeſs 2 Is Soul-mur- 
cher no (in with thee ? Or bave you the Holy- 
Ghoſt at command? Wichout the Holy 'Spt- 
rits aHhtances and concourſe , your labour 
will be in vain, you will get a blot by re« 
proving , the delinquent will flye in your 
face , hate you for telling the truch , he will 
add (in unto fin , and perhaps put you -=_ a 
ame 
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flame too : and muit the tuiy-uholt dance | 
attendance on you ? 1t you obſerve his hour, 
you mult go pretently whit che wound is 
freſa and bleeding ; but it you neglect lns 
call , "it is a queſtion, whether your hour will 
be Gods. 

Others m:ſcarry in reproving. SOME yeprove, Or mil-. 
but 2 privately; though Chriſt be fo expres; carrying 
for it, If thy Brother (tall treſpaſs again ies, 
the: , go and tell him bis fault between thee and proving 
him alone : thovg' the Law of Charity bind» privacely, 
us £0 cover 0ur Brothers nakednels,as much as Marth. 
we can. Love fovereth all ſins; yet {ome Doeg- 1S, 1% 
like vackbice their Neighvour , and tell jt to Prov. 
every one ſave him , who ſhould hcar of ic. 10. 120. 
Hows tew modeſtly, affe&ionately and hum. Si ſolus 
bly, in the moſt private manner communi- «Mi, ec 
cate their fears of ſins, decayes, and infirmi- VÞ © 
ties :0 te ſuppoſed delinquents? Are not Tore 
molt too forward (intully and wickedly to di- non es » 
vulge their undue ſuipicions to others , Torrec> 
whereby che names of ſome ſuffer, Souls lye _—_ 
neglected, prejudices and heart. harnings are Auguſtin, 
promoted, Sciulme is made in the body of 
Chrit, Though the Law of W:ſdome bind 
us not tO uſe more means than needs mt , 
it gentle private reproofs wif ſerve to re- 
claim , noctto blazon inarmmties, yet Pro- 
feflours through pride, envys want of Chati- 
ty, at leaſt want of wit, pabliſh on the houſe 


as we hate to be dealc wich, were it our own 
concernment : Hereby we make the Offen-. 
vor t9 hate us, and beget in him due prejudis 

| B b C29 


Reprove- 
ng (elf- 


R:prove- 
ing only 
for diſpu- 
rablc 

things 
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Ces again(t us, viz. '4l WE thiric v draw the 
blood oÞ his Nariic + yer buw many CourG- 
Members are peccan: herein ? Ic will be 1944 
co make him believe thou comet 10 hea! 11155. 
Soul , 1f thou ha + alreauy wounded tus / a1ir2, 
Have not ſome Church-Memvo:: horn tor 
briaguig it ammediuately to te Ci: ic? 
Hereby innumera»le evils enſue , many are 
grieved, mary offended, the party tiatys ime 
peached ftands on his guard - pleads for his 
lin, Extenuates it , or is {.rengthned in his 
fin by the uncaaritable proceeving, and irre- 
gular ating of tae Brother , wuo firit took 
cognizance of the miſcarriage , and 1o Judah 
juitifies Samaria, 

Other; reprove that thoſe inſuries that have 
been off exe t» 11551 may be recompenced, rather 
than tha' their Brothere Soul may be healed , 
and jr appears 'erein , if the wrong done 
them may he remidied , little do they heed , 
wherher there be any other Repentance, 
They reprove not tc gain their Brother z but 
to make gain of him : and therefore Febu- 
ke , they drive furiouſly in their own caſes, 
but in God: they are dumb and dull enough. 

Other vuſiebodies would be thought very 
tender of Chrifts honour, they tithe Mint and 
Auniſe, &Cc. they reprove ſuch things as are 
diſpurable , and neglett to teprove, where 
there are to0 many juſt accuſations to lay in, 
They will be very ſeyere in cenſuring their 
Brechren for their Hair , Cloathes, or ſome 
controverted recreations ; and yet let them 
alone to live in worldlineſs, ſenſuality, luke- 
warmnels, pride, ſloth, &c. Others 
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Others are ſo Magiſterial in their reproefs , Reproves 
as if chey hid forgotcen that they are in @l.C ing Mas , 
body , as if they had no native corruption gilterk, - 
remaining inthem , they want che Spirit of *'Y» 


meekneſs, they have torgotten the Apoſtles 


Brethren , if 4 man be overtaken in a fault , ye Gal. 6; 


which ave ſpiritual , reſtore ſuch an one in the x, 


Sniris of meckreſs , &c. O! how haughtily 
do ſome carry it cowards offending Brethren. 
I wiſh you would fling che firi{ tone at your 
ſelves. If you are not guilty of the ſame 
offence , yer you are of others , @ lea{t you 
haye the ſeed of the ſame Sin within you. O 
that offending Brechren might know that it is 
only Conſcience of duty , that brings you to 
tiem , ard that it 1s love to their Souls purs 
you upon ſuch difplealing work to your fleſh; 
But wo and alas ! How tew will condeſcend? 
The work is not managed with that humility 
as it ought, and therefore no Brother is 
gained. 


Others are fol ght, fro thy, and unſerious 1" Reprove2 
this buſine/s , that they ſpoyl all. They do not ing light- 
invocate God to accompany them in the Iy, 


work , they do not cry out, who « ſufficient? 
They torger it is Soul-work they are imploy« 
ed in , they forger how abortive ſuch labours 
have been , they do not fer upon it with that 
fear and trembling , which they ſhould. Few 
rebuke with authority , as having Gods Glory, 
and mens Everlaſting Salvation in their. 
Eye : and hence, when they come off 
from this work, their Conſcience ſmites 
them ; that they have been no quore ſeri- 

z 0.9 
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Purring 
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ou3 and tervent in a matter that concerns life 
and death. 
Few continue their admonitions , and follow 


an end rotheys , till the Delinquent be brought to con- 


Reproof 
too ſoon, 


jeſſion, repentance aud amendment, We ſoon 
tire , and put tie ill nanes of Diggs and 
Swine upon our offending Brethren , £0 ex- 
caſe our {loth , and to take off that diligence 
about their Souls , which their dulnefs, and 
hardneſs of heart calls for, We ſhould 
meekneſs inſtrut them, though they oppoſe 
themſelves : We ſhould bear wich their pre- 
ſent ſtubbornnelſs and abuſes, and wait if 
God peradventure will give them repentarce : 
We torgec how many years God waited on 
us, chough we were ſtout , Rubhorn and 
reiraftory , how patient and long-luttering 
he was unto us. Taough the more we love , 
the leſs we are beloved ; though men even 
Aye in our faces: yer we ſhould do as our 
Lord, and his Minitters, not preſently ſhake 
eff the duſt of our feet againſt them, 


4. How few behave themſelves Chriftianly 


under Reproof ? When men come to you 
from the greac God, co diſcharge the duties 
they owe ro your Souls, your behaviour is 
ſuch , that none will meddle with ſuch Pati- 
ents , to dreſs their wounds, if the Lord 
had - not charged them with this Com- 
miſhon. 

How few receive a Reproof kindly and affe- 
fionately > This makes, me fear ,..that there 
are more Hvpocrites in Churches , than we 
are aware of, 1c isa great mercy to be re- 
proved , 
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proved, As many as Þ love , i rebrhe. To 
lin againſt Reproot , is aggravated wickea- 
neſs, The revolters are profound ' make "oe 
ſlaughter , though 1 bave been a rcbuker of Hoſ.y 2 
them all. It is an 2tgament of aire, not © 

tO reprove , T how (Þait not vate thy Br: cher in xp. 
thine heart , thou (halt in avy wiſe rebu%s thy i9. 9. 
Neighbour, &c. Yethow are {ey courted 
turbulent , pragmatical , void or ?fection , 

rig'd and cenſorious , who will not ie: them 

goe on In their fin, He that bates reproof , p,,,, 
ſhall ſurety dye. There 15 not a ladder Omen, , PET 
that God uach an endleſ- controveriie wich 
thee. I know ( ſaith tie Propher tw Ama- 
ziah) the Lird hath determined to deſtroy ,, Chron 
thee , becauſe (hou haſt not hearkened to my re 25. 16. 
proof. Others ieem to! earken co the Re- 
prover, and give «um vertal thanks ror his 

plain dealinz ; buc irom that day their hearts 

boyl inwardly , and they are fil'd wich pre- 

judice , which will expreſs ir ſelf, when 

ever it meets with a fair opportunity. How 

few do engage ſome Friend , to be a faitbful 


Monitor to them , to be open-hearted to them , 


Rev. 3. 


in telling them their faults { We we ſoover- 


run with ſelt-love, chat we tinnk no an- 
der by can diſcern ſo much as we; and iwe 
are ſo unwilling to be cenſured, that we 
and aloof from having ſuch a Looking glaſs 
near us, to reflect our ſpots to us : Few, 
with David, would count it a kindneſs, for 
the righteous to ſmite them. 
How few do amend upon 4 ſolemn ſeriont ye gies 
reproof ? How few retire to their Clo'ets ; gizatly,. 
Bb 3 and 


290 T heir miſcarriages towards 
and there upon Lei: knees bleſs Gol for 
emboldning any to tell them of their Sins, 
and there beg pardon and ſtrength to re- * 
fa;m, and enter into a religious vow by the 
grace of (0d to amend whatever is amils ? 
Minding 5. Moſt Profeſſours ſeck to pieaſe themſelves 
only the and not their Neighbour. Aman would think 
p'r-ing they never read , we that are ſtrong , ought to 
4 ig bear the infirmities of the weak , and not to 
Row, Pleaſe onr ſelves, Let every one pleaſe bus 
IS.1,2 Neighbour for his goo? to edification; For even 
2, ? Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf, &c. Þ oteſſours are 
ſelt-villed , chey will walk co the urmoſt of 
their liberty, and if others be offended, they 
liztle care for grieving and ſtimbling their 
weal: Brethren, They will cell you in che 
pride 0. their hearts and loftineſs of their 
Spirits , the weak mult be ſatisfied : Buc 
what if they cannot? O! how oppoſte are 
Profeflours to the Apoſtles condeſcending 
frame ? They think that in different circum - 
Rantial things the weak ſhould follow the 
ſtrong , and theretore ſlight what they think 
, Of their ations, Br wha: faith che Apoſtle? 
Gat. 5. Hſe not liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh. Know- 


I3. ledge puſfeth up , but Charity edifyeth., © A 
= wy T &f and full knowtedge of our liberty in | 


© things indifferent , ( faitha leatned man ) 
«« if it be ſeperated from Charity , is apt to 
<< {well che mind with Pride , and make men 
© to deſpiſe, and ſet at naught weak, doubt- 
« ing, and ſcrupulous Brethren ; bur Chart- 
ty 15 carefull to avoyd what may ſtumble ; 
< the weak, and cauſe them to fall into Me | 
«an 
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© and ther: iore jndge tiats © , that no man 
. ** put & ſtumbling or occaſios 19 jolt wn his t-ro- 
& thers way by the aſe of 1differertr, Hat ++ 13, 
© tho faith, concerniny te 1awiullnefs of 33+ 
© the ule or tings incitrere:t ( tor of chem 
« the Apoltle ſpeaks ) have ut wrto thy ſelf 
o« before God , make nut a vain publication 
© thereof , to Tie Ex.ſpe rating, Lriev.ng, or 
« {tumbling of the weak, who may by thy 
« example, even azainſt C onlcienc* , uſe 
&©the ſame liberty that chuu doſt , and fo 
&« rhrough thy knowledge ſhall thy weak Bro- : Cor. 
© they periſh, i. 6+ thy ling ehus licerty bath | 
«a rendency tv dettroy tim. You may think * 
6 :[is 15no great matter ; Bt che lame A- 
**poſtle informs you, that you hereby ſo 4- , +. g 
&« oanſt Chriſt , you deſtroy the work. of God, ,, _ 
© che Soul of thy B:other , and no man on Mien a 
« earth can priviledge you from the wrath of ,_ * ” 
& God, it you deſtroy the nh yr meats * 
« ( with the uſe of your iiberty ) for whom 
« Chriſt dyed, and therefore che Apoltle 
<« proteſſeth , if mear make my Brother to of - 1, Cox $, 
; « fend, 4 will eat »0 fie", whilo the world I3. 
«fRaxdeth, left I mahe my Brother to offend, 
O! that menwere {© 1wole &5 Paul, in te 
condeſcention of the'r Chnricy ; Bur alas ! 
| All men ſeek their own things : if they are fa- 
| ciehed concerning the lawfnlneſs of the 
things, they look no farther : they ledle 
mind the ſouls of their Brerhren; bur are ſe- 
aw themſelves ſome outward peace , and 
earthly advantages. Fea naturally care for the 
good of others, for the glory of God , and the 
edification of their Brethren, Bbq How 
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Vaiuing 6, How ave { br: tran, Valnrd and preferred 
Chri- by external; , rather ;hau by rterna's? By 
ſins by gold- rings , by outward honours and Þ D:1Vt- 
externals, Jeges , rather than by their oraces ? Taey 
who thould way< moſt of your eticem, love 

and reſpe& , have lealt, A 11h Forma'tf?'s 
company 1s more prized, than an hbumvle , 
mortihed , poor Chriſtian's, The milcarri- 

ape that was in the Apoltles cayes, 1s de- 

{cenced to this age , and 15a blot upon many 
Ta , of the Profelſours of it: O my Brethren 
** Have not the Faith of our Lord Jeſm Chrift, 
the Lord of glory , with reſpitt of p27 ſons, 
How are mens judgements blince1 by ſome 
external glory and appearance, {0 that a /irrle 
Tm,aorea”, rich, honourable man, 15 counted 
much; ind much grace ina poor man 1s de- 
1 Cor, Ffifed, over-louked , and accounted but [tte 
TI.22 tie: How do the rzch contemn the e pooy ? 
tow are the poor neglected in vilits > But 
arich, thouoh tormal Proteflonr 5 fall have 
many Friends, How common is it tor the 

rich to enjoy Ordinances togetier , and Cx- 
clade the PON ? You G0e to the louſes of 

the rich, but ſel{ome goe over tue threſhold 

of the poor : and yet what ſaid Chritt to him 
Luke tliat bade him ? 17hen thou makeſt a D inney or 
14.12, Supper, call nat thy Friends, .may thy Brethren, 
13,14, neither thy Kinſmen , vor thy rich Ne'gbours , 
leſt they alſo bid thee again, and recompes ce be 
made thee ; but when thou makeft a Feaſt, call 

the poor , the maimed , the lame , the blind , 

ard thou (halt be bleſſed ; for they cannot recom-, 
pence thee ;, but thou ſhalt be recompenced at the 
1 hs 
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[ reſurrellion of the juſt, You av not value 
men by their eminency in grace, but in parts 

and worldly endowments : as if go/d Cid fer 
men off more than grace, Thole who have 
mott of Ceſar's /mage, are held in higher re- 
putation , tian thote who have molt ot God's 
[mage. Whata reflexion is this upon the 
great and blefled God 2 Pay! durſt know no, C,, 
man after the fleſh ; yet dare you eſteem men 1 
by their fleſhly greatneſs in the world, When 
you ſhould fix your affections , where you 
ſee moſt grace, you are taken where you fee, 
eicher moſt of the world, or molt gifts, 
prudence, learning, or moſt morality, You 
know , that you beſtow not moſt honowr on the 1 Coy. 
wrcome'y payts, on them who have leaf of 12. 
worldly Privileges , though the Apoſtle, yea 
God expetts it. How rough and rigorous 
are you to poor men , it «ver-taken in a 
fault? how is his offence aggravated ? how 
ſeverely is he cenſured ? . Burt if a rich mans 
uanſgrelion be the ſame , or more to be ag» 
gravated from the light it hath affronted, and 
trom the danger of its ſcandal; yer hcw is it 
palt by , extenuated, if not excuſed and par- 
coned 2 O ! This having mens _ in ad- 
miration, over-reverencing men tor worldly 
things , 1s a great diſparagement to the grace 
of God , as if riches and honours were more 
excellent than Relzgion and Grace : They who 
are highly deſcended, or who relate to the 
Courts of Princes, or who have their ſtores in 
their bonuſes , are in greater eſteem than 0- 
Urs, who are deſcended from. above, wha 

are 
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Jam. 2. thren: If there come into your Aſſembly a mas | 
2, 3, 4, with a gold ring ,, and there cometh alſ7 a pow 


Jam. 
2. 6. 


Hebr. 


2.11, 


Jobn 


20,17. aſhamed to call ſuch, Brethren: Goes to my 
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are related 10 the God of :1e:-+1, who are 
F avourites in the New J-rujalem , and who 
bave ſtore of grace in their hearts, O my Bre- 


man mm vile rayment , and you have veiþeit 
him that weareth the gay clothing , &c. art 
not you partial im your ſelves? Hwe nor you 
made a difference , a groundlets difference, 
a difference grounded on carnal reſpects, and 
not upon ſolid reaſun } Are not ye become 
Judges of evil thoughts ? Have not you made 
your judgement ot ſuch perſons, according 
ro the dictate of your own evil tho! 1ghts, and 
net according tothe rule of the Word? O! 
how ſeldome do Profeſlours value and re- 
ſpe as God doth 2 Lec rich Protcſlours be « 
ſick, or under any other ſtroke of Gods 
hand , what a doe is there ? what running to 
lim ? what ſendirg after him ? what endea- 
vours to comfort him ? But O ! how are the 
poor of che Church defpiſed ? Little ſending 
to them, though they want neceſlaries for 
their Bodies , in checime of their Vih:ation, 
and their Souls are ready to link , for want 
of a word in ſeaſon. Your frequent viſiting 
of ſome, when under Gods hand , and fel- 
dome reſorting to others , when in the ſame 
extremity , Evidenceth, that yow deſþiſe the 
poor : Yea, are not you aſhamed to be 1n the 
company of a mean Chriſtian ? or to call a 
poor Chriſtian , Brother ? to own any ſuch 
near relation to him } And yer the Lord is not 
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are Brethren , &<. But WucT and alas ! the ſame 
vo | mind 15 not 1n us, which was in Chriſt Jeſus : | 
re. | Learn of me ;, for I am lowly. But we are Marth. 
proud and haugJity , and we learn of the high 73+ 29+ 
wr | and mighty of che Earth to deſpiſe others ot 
| 14 | a lower conaition, than our telves. The 
are | proud rich man can be content to claim kin- 
on | dred of Abraham, he calls him , Father A- Lyk.16. 
e, | fraham ; bur you read not that ever he ſaid , 
nd | Brother Lazarus. It will not ſerve ws , nov 
me | ſave  ( laith a late Biſhop ot England ) to 
le | br able to ſay, Abraham 35 owr Father, except 
ug | ve will chariably acknowledge the pooreſt Chr- 
nd | fian, even Lazarus for our cap! Beſides 
1 | how ſoon 15 a rich Formaliſt admitred to Fel- 
e. | lowſhip 2 How hardly the Godly, if poor ? | Bis 
x © 7+. How do they who count themſelves Chri- Slighring 
is | fiavs of the higheſt form, wiao have had great get alt 
0 | acquaintance with Chriſt and his wayes , who poorChi- 
;- | have hada long experience of Chriſts \weet.. tians, 
e | neſs, and Satans deceits , keep by themſelves, 
gs | »ith the negleft of the lambs, of them who are 
r | but of yeſterday, and know little of the mind 

of God ? How do we (light chem ( Chriſt 
: | did'notſo ) who have but a mite or two for 
+ | tocalt into the treaſury , I mean , who can 
. | contribute bur litrle to their gifrs or graces. 
» | They that are poor in ſpirit, as well as poor 
; | inthe world, have but very little reſpe& now 
| 
F 


» | adayes: whereas we ſhould treaſure and re- 
ſped che ſmalleſt duſt of Gold and Pearl : we 
ould reſemble the Lord Jeſus Carift : his 
greateſt care ſeems to be of the Lambs. Feed 
my Lambi, The Children in the Cradle, = 
when 
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when they begia co taxe turn teet ſhould 


then be moſt daundled , ſhould then moſtly be, 


held up , they then ſhould be never out of 
hand. Ifye are Fathers, ye aie unnatural 
ones , if you throw off the care of all the 
Children , that need your care, and take care 
of them who need it not. As grace , {0 
growth in grace , :s given to edefie the body of 
Chyift , tie eye 15 not tor its (elt, bur for 
the blind members, to lead them in paths of 
Righteouſneſs. Your care ſhould be like 
Gods : his care is for the leait fly, as well as 
for the greate(t of the creatures. Chrilt did 
not will the Salvation of one believer more 
than another , he dyed equally for all, all be- 
lievers land alike juſtified through the blood 
of Chriſt , Chriſt knocks ar the poor mans 
door, as well as the rich, it Chriſt makes 
any difterence , itis in this, the poor weak 
Chriſtian hath more expreltions of his love 
and affeion, than the ſtrong have, he ſhews 
molt pitty to the greateſt obzetts of pitty. to 
thoſe that are in greateſt want: yea the 
young Saint at his firlt Converhon , when he 
lately dropt from the Womb of the Goſpel, 
when he is but a Babe in Chriſt, a ſucking- 
Infant, he hath more kifles and embraces, 
more joy and comfort , than ( perhaps ) he 
meets with rill he be a grown man , and old 
man in Chrilt, till he be not only a gracious, 
but a glorified Saint. The very Piloſopher 
obſerves that by Nature Parents are ſtill car- 
ried with their greateſt aftetions to the 
Child chat is youngeſt ; becauſe that, is com- 

monly 
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(6 | monly moſt ina.zemt , that is moſt hug'd in 
*: | the boſome , dandles on the knee, kifs'd and 
”* | ſmiled upon. 1 wiſh there were more of 
8 4 cliis Nature even among ſ«pra-natural Chri- 
_ thans, Ic 1s lamen:avic co ſee how hrttle 
q honowr is beſtowed upon the weaker V eſſels , 


and how few there are to be tound, that car- 
f ry the lambs in their boſomes ( next their 


n hearts ) and gently lead thoſe that are with 
G rs X -” | , 
4 . How little compaſſion is ſhew 4 to fall'n Not com» 
4 | Prethren? to ſuch as are overtaken with wr 
| fault, yea with many ? When their hearts, Rh _ 
© | like the luggards fields, are overgrown with : 
4 | weeds, we do not lend chem our Spade , 
n and Matrock, and Knife : we do not labour 
, | fo pull che brands, thatare nalf burnt, out of 
1 the fire : to ſave our ſelves this labour, we 
deem them Ca''-awayes , as 1t there were no 
© | hope of their Refitucion and Salvation , we 
a nev:r more look after them , to be ſure, we 
» | donor as the bleſſed Apoſtle Jobn did, who 
k ( a5 Enuſebizs relates in his Eccleſiattical 


Hiſtory ) ran after the back-{lidden Pro- 
' | feffour, who was turned an High way-man, 
\ | to take him by holy guile, and co recover 


. him out of the ſnares of HzIil. We carry it, 
TK it we held, that fins committed after Con- 
| | verhion were unpardonable, Art thou a 
: | ſtranger to thy own heart? If not, thou 


knoweſt God pitcyeth thee , though thou ( 

falleit ſeven times a day, and it ill becomes 

thee , who haſt been (0 oft holpen out of che 

deep ditch, to deny help to thy — , 
; enact 
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that lyes there , end perhaps will periſh, 
if none be more merciful than thy ſelf, 
Are there no ſolemn engagements upon thy 
Soul cowards thy Neighbour 2 Will nor God 
take thee by the throat for thy unmercitful- 
Mat. nels? O thow wicked Servant , I forgave thee 
18. 32, 4 ” debt, becauſe thou defiredſt me : ſhouldſ 
33, 34. 29 thes have had compaſſion wpon thy fellows 
; Servant, even as I had pitty on thee? Verily, 
the Lord is wroth withyou , and it this be nor 
amended , he will deliver you to the Tormen- 
tours , till you ſhall pay all that i due unto him, 
O ! Repenc of your defe&iveneſs in this 
thing. Mulcitudes are haftening to the Y al. 
lry of Decifion z mulcitudes are departed from 
their former Profeſſion, ſome of them are 
become ſcandalous : their (ins will lye at your 
doors, and their blood too , if you, through 
unfaichfulneſs, or through negligence , or 
throngh fainting , endeavour not to reſtore 
them , to ſet the bones again , that are un- 
happily diſlocated. Te which are Spiritual, 
reſtore, &c. Areyeall Carnal? are none 
of you Spiritual ? It there. be one, here is 
work for him, as he will anſwer the contrary 
at his peril. 
Ground. 9+ On how uneaſie and ſinful ( becauſe un» 
leſs ſepas Warrantable) accounts , do many withdyan 
ratioa, from the Communion of ther Brethren ? What, 
have not they read, or heard, Forſake not the 
Hehbr. aſſembling of your ſelves together, as the manner 
IO, 25. of ſome ? It was then dangerous not to ſepe- 
rate; bur it was more dangerous to ſeperate : 


Not to ſeperate was dangerous to the out- 
ward 


Gal.6.1+ 
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k 1 Fu 10,41: , & © £0 lEpcratc wes Gangerous £o 
i | ci inward man. When ever you hear of 
hy Dem , that be hath left us , the next news 


of # you will hear of him , is, be hath embraced 
this preſent World, 1t the Devil can , like .a 
ſubtie Cattery on the road, draw thee off from 
f; thy company , he will ſoon cut the throat of 
thy Profeſſion. It's no wonder to hear an 
houſe is robbed, that flands alone from 
Neighbours. 7'wo ave better than one. The 
Church of God is compared to a City , the 
weak walls of the houſes therein , would 
never endure a bluſtering wind; but by their 
1. | Neighbour-hood and Contiguity , they ſuc- 
cour each other : But when one lands di- 
vided , the next news you may expe to hear 
of, isafall, and if it be a towring-houſe , 
| le fall ix great. And yetalas ! upon every 
prejudice and diſcontent, if one Brother falls 
out wich another, preſently the whole Con- 
oreoation is threatened with the loſs of the 
| £re) adiced and diſcontented party's company, 
and condemned for che miſcarriages of one , 
and perhaps che ſuppoſed Ofendour hath nor 
the liberty ro know his Offence , in order to 
lis Repentance , nor the Church regularly 
j« | Kquainred cherewith. 
- Io. The laſt great Evil among Church- Nor ſepe- 
b Members » that I ſhall mention , is, T heir — 
+ | Pt withdrawing from every Brother that walks = ——_ 
+ | diſorderly, when under Cenſure. How o- Genfure. 
. | lemnly is this required by the Apoſtle ? Vow 
« | P* command you , Brethren , in the Name of 2 Thef. 
- | **%r Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that pe withdraw your, 6, 
4 ſelves 
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400 Their miſcarriages towards Sinners, 
ſelves from every Brother , that walks diſo»- 
derly. Who can tell what blefled eftets of 
Gods own Cenſures their eyes might have 
ſeen, had not Profeſlours been herein guil- | 
ty 2 By ageneral diſlike the perſon cenſured 
might ſ00n be convinced and humbled. Un- 
doubredly it was your duty to have added 
weight unto the Diſcipline of Curilt , what 
you could, and to diſcountenance thole , 
whom the Lord had diſcarded. Inſtances 
are not wanting of ſuch as God hath brought 
to repentance by the (irangeneſs of ſuch as 
were once their Fellow-members. Po!- 
bly you may be condemned for ſuch a Carri- 
age , bur if ever God bring ſuch Cenſured 
perſons to Repenrtance , though it be upon 
cheir death bed , though it be in a torraign | 
Country , Gad will not ſuffer them to dye 
quierly, till chey have acquitred » yea juſti- 
ed your carriage towards them. 
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\ 
Church- þ 
members 1 {y not too much familiarity with pro- 
= M ane wretches be juſtly charged upon Þ 
_— Church-m:mbers p 1 know man is a ſociable 


fanc, Creature ; bat caat will not excuſe Saints as 
ro 


n 
f 
5 
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to thei carcictv.cls of tle clo ce of their 
company, Ihe very Fowls of the Air , and 
Beaits oi the Ficld, love noc Hererozeneons 
company : Birds of a Feather flick, togetber. 
I'Lave been atraid , that many , who would 
LE Trougi;t Eminenc , of an gh ffature 1n 
grace and gvdlinets, yet fee noc the valt dit- 
terence there is becween Nacure and Rege- 
necation, Sin and Urice, the Old and the 
New Man, fecing all company is alike unto a 
Liem, And 1517 not thus with thee? Ix, 
not all one , whether taou art wits a Cliuld believing 
of God , or with a Cluild of che Devil 2 Are the en- 
not choſe he Companions tor thee , wiz ity on 
ſlignt and rebzl azain't God every day? —oc0 et 
O! ITow few conſult and believe the Scrip- the Ser- 
ture's ſetting forth the enmity of miched men a- pent 3- 
gant Gods people ? The Scricture tells us , gait che 
[hey eat »#p Gods people, x5 bread, Winch im- _— 
plyes a itrange 1nciinaction in them to devour pes wh m 
tue Saints, and that they take as great delight Pal. 
tieremn , as an hungry nan in eating , ard 1.4. 4. 
that ic 15 natural to them to molent them : p,,s. 
Tue Scripture compares them, for their ,g_,- 
tiurctul qualities s to Lyons and Bears, to 7 Fl, 
Foxe: for lubtilty , to wild Bal, togretdy 2, 
Swine, 0 Scor prong , tO 3» yar! and T hynes, Pal, 
( grieveus and vexing chings.) The Scripture 4, x2, 
repreients them as indu(irious and unwearied x7 .. 7 
in taeir bloody Encerprizes , they cannot ;, 
fleep wichout doing miſchief + Herod; as had Euck. 
rather have the blood of a Saint", than half of , . 
a Kingdom : Haman would pay a great Fine »,,,, 
to the King , ſo the ſcattezed Jews ( who 4: 6, 
Cc keep 
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Their miſcarriages towards Sinners, 
h- ep not the Kings laws ) may be Cut off, Wick- 
e men will run che hazard of damning their 
on Souls , rather chan not fling a dagger at 
the Apple of Gods eye: though they know , 
wiiat one word ( Aha ) colt ; yet chey will 
break thro:gh all natural , civil, and moral 
obligations to ruine Gods people : The Ho- 
iy-Gl10{t Calls them zmplacable men, fierce and 
headjt:ong : they are like the hot Oven for 


fury , lize the Sea tor boundleſs rage: yet 


#h+ bath believed tins Scripture Report ? 
D:d we believe whac Enemies all wicked 


ces there» men are unto all Saints, ** We ſhould nor 


Of. 


© Iran to wur own prudence and diſcretion to 
* ſecure us trom any danger by theſe men : 
« we would get an Ark to [ecurs us from the 
© Celvpe of their wrath : If at any time we 
© be catt among them 2nd delivered, we 
© would bleſs God with the three Children , 
&« chat che hot fiery Oven did not conſume 
«15; we would not wonder, when we hear 
<« of any of their barbarous cruelty; but ra- 
© ther wonder at Gods reitraining them eve- 
© ry day : we would be ſuſpicious of receiv- 
© ing liurt, when caſt among light and frothy 
© Companions : we would ſhun their com- 
© p1ny , as we do Lyons and Scorpions : we 
© would never commit any traſt or ſecret in- 
© to their hands : we would not be lighy 
© hearted, whilſt in their Society : we would 
« not rely on their promiſes any more than 
« we would on the promiſe of the Devil, 
« their Father : we would long for Heayen 
© to bedeliyered from the rents of Kedar : 
| . os 
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Their miſcarriages towards Sinners, 493 
& we would not count atty of the Saints lecu* 
*red from danger , though related to any 
<< preat wicked man * we would not twilt our 
« {elves with them by matcing our ſelves or 
© Ciuldren co theſe Sons and Daughters of 
& Beljal ; neither would we make cuoice of 
« Nevils to oe our Servants 

H ow few do believe what a quarrel Gol bath From not 
with wiched men 8 An that not only wich the Þ*!i1vang 
looie z; but cine formal and hypocritical alſo? quarrel 
It we did, we would tremble as much to be with 
amng them , as tO bein an houſe, that iswthem, 
falling: we would endeavour to ſave our At, 2g 
ſelves from this untovard generation. The 40» 
Apoſtle would not fo have adjured them , fo 
charg'd, ſo intreated chem, had he not known 
the danger of wicked company. God i an- Pſa, 74 
gry with the wicked every day; his bow 1s bent, 1 1, 
his arrows are on the ſtrings , the inftrumenrs 
tor their ruixe are all prepared, And is it 
ſafe to be there where the Arrows of God 
are ready rofly about our ears? How was the 
Apoſtle atraid to be in the Bath with Cer;n- © 
thus 2 Depart ( faith God by Moſes ) from Numb. 
the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abram , leſt 16. 264 
you be conſum:d in all ther fi's, How have 
the bakers of pood figs ſuffered with the bad ! 
Is it not prejudicial to the gold to lye with 
the droſs ? Lot had been ruined by his Neigh- 
bourhood to the Sodomites, it God had not 
wrought wonderfully for [1s deliverance. 
Will you put God to work miracles to fave 
you from your ungodly company ? It is dan» 
gerous being in the road with thiever, whilt 
Cc2 = 
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Gods bue aud cry of Vengeance 1s at their 
Prov, backs. A Companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed, 
I 3. 20, The very bealts may initrutt you to conſalr 
bertrer for your ſecurity , the very Deer are 
#fraid of a wounded chaſed Deer , and there- 
fore for their preſervation thruſt him out of 
their company. 
From nox How few believe their own experiences, what 
_—_— they have ſuffered by the company of the #n- 
have ſug. £94ly ? 15 had been better we had gone to 
fered F©1e Peſt-honſe, and eat and drank with per- 
from ſons infected with the Plague , even whilit 
them, the ſoar and botch was running on chem, 
than to accompany with wicked men : our 
bodies would have been endangered only by 


the one ; but our Souls are by the other. Is | 


not the poy/on of Aﬀpr under their tongues ? 
Doth rot the Devil aft them 2 Doth he not 


Eph. 2. work effett ually in the Children of diſobedience ? | 


2. Dori te nor inform them ? Is there any 
breath , that is not infetinus, coming from 
their lips 2 How ſoon could Foſeph rap out an 
Oath by living with Pharaovbs Covurtiers? It 
wa* not long time , that Peter was ( nne- 
ceflarily, without a Call ) in the High-Priefts 
Hall, and how quickly do we hear him Curſe 
an1 Swear, end deny his Lord and Maſter? 
We are inſenlibly inſnared, and defiled, by 
wicked men, as we are black'd and diſcolou- 


5 
E 
\ 


*, 
A 


| 
' * 


red by lying lons under che hot and ſcortch- | 


in3 Sun-beams. Do not we yet know and © 


fee! how a little leaven lexvenctth the whole 


and that thoſe that were, mingled among the 
A 


Heathen, © 


lump , and that one ſinney deſtroys much good, | 


%% 
” 2 
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Heathen, learned their waze. ! Have not you 
found afcer ſuciz company -xCEping, liow your 
hearts have been dead, d'ill, (tra:rned , loth , 
and unwilling to come into Guds preſence ? 
It is difficult ( latch a late ingenious Writer ) 
even io a miracie t9 keep Gods Commandemnents, 
and evil company 109, How ſvdcenly after 
your Soul-re:reſhments in your Clutet Com- 
munion have you lott all your heats, and 'ſpt- 


, ricual fervencies , which you had in ſecrec, 


and have in(tantly cooled by going torth into 
cold and corrupt air > When a Saint hath been 
in private raviſhed wich che love of God, and 
tle joys of Heaven, and afterwards meets 
with company , Wiuch neither doth, nor can 
ſpeak one word of ſuc!: matters, what a damp 
isit to him ? Wat a quenching ( as it were ) 
of the Spiric of God in 1:im 2 Nay 1s not that 
true which one ſaith, that rhe people of God 
do generally loſe more by worldly men ( that ave 
of a blameleſs converſation before men ) than 
they loſe by wicked and profanc men? O ! how 
oft hath communion with carnal men been ar 
lea({ an occaſion of blotting your evidences ? 
and of your ſuſpeRing che truth of your own 
graces, whilt you have omitted the duties 
of admonition and reproof, when there was 
a call thereto? O ! bow oft have you ſaid , 
If I cannor ſuffer ſuch a mans frowns and dif. 


' pleaſure , and therefore have omitted my 


duty to their Souls, and durſt nor _ 
for God azainlt their fins, how ſhall I deny 
my ſelf in greater matters ? How ſh1ll I ſut- 


ter at a ſtake for Chriſt > How ſhall I reſ# 


PF to 
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to blood, fighting againſt ſm? You hold 
the Wolfe by che Ear, whuli among 
them : If you reprove them, you get a blot; 
if not, you tear , youare roo cowardly to 
be inrolled among the Saints, I will acquaint 
you with an Obſervation of mine : When / 
have ſeen a Chriſtian fall into an intimacy with 
vain and erroneous company , 1 have counted it 
a mark of a back-ſliding heart, and have found 
3t ſo too tr0 oft : And no wonder ; for we vur 
ſelves count it a diſgrace to us to accompany 
with them , who afluciace with people ſuſ- 
pected for uncleanne(s and diſhoneity , and 
ſo doth the Spirit of God, who will not par- 
take in che ſcandal of ſuch Aﬀociation ; Ve- 
rily, He will not be a Partner with you, 
Con you are not choice of your Fellow- 
Ip. 
From not Flow few conſider , how they harden wicked 
confider- men , by an mtmacy with them, Wuereas 
wg, how wichdrawment from them, miglt be a means 
hes bee- co make them aſhamed ? Whilit we are mer- 
gen them Cy and jovial with them , we make them be- 
in their lieve their condition is not deplorable , their 
wickede danger is not great; whereas, if we ſhun» 
nels, ned them, as we would « Bowed-Wall, whillt 
they remain enemies to the Lord, this might 
do them good , for the ſtartling of them, and 
rouzing of them , out of rheir unhappy ſe- 


Curity , and itrong delufions , wherein they | 


Nor dif- are held. 
charging Secondly, Aay not negleft of diſcharging 


Duty 'n the Duties owed to wiched men , whilſt in they 


— company , be a'ſo juſtly charged _—R_— ; 
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Their miſcarriages towards Sinners, 497 


Members? Proteflyurs carclefsnels of the 
periſhing condition of the Souls even of the 
vileit , 154 (in (much to be lamented. It is 
an [ron Age wE live in, and mens Learts are 
{trangely uardned , as to any pitty they thew 
to the multitudes, who arc in a natural ani 
camnable condition, Me- thinks you ſhould 
refl<& on the miſery of an unconverted tiate, 
winlit you your ſelves were 6 lately in it, 

Are not you convinced , that thoſe with g,,. 
whom you converſe daily, have reaivnable , weighty 
immortal Souls , capatle of eternal life ot Conlider- 
miiery ? Have not they the ſame common ns, ©? 
Nature with vou ? Are there not ( at leaſt ) pn 
many civil bonds, wherein you itand related ,, ys 
to chem F Doth not tiicir -4/ery call alvud tor creating 
your compaſſims ! Are t).ey not 1»n the gall of with 
bitterneſs , and bonds of iniquity > Have tizey Souls &- 


7 ; | aur their 
yer any parc or tellowihp in che Par on of y__ 


ther Sins ? The enceayouring to heal the Eftares 
back-\lidings of Chrittians, though a very ne- whar-ever 


ceflary work , is not ſo neceſſary ( for they ©ompany 
they acc 
M, 


will ſurely be pardoned and bealed , they are 


ceavour to open the eyes Of theſe poor blind 
wretclies , and to tw them from the power of 
Satan wnto God, \Would you not make more 
hafte to cure a man, that is taken with 4 
ſwooning fit, than one that hath a lirtle 
ſwelling in his finger > I wonder you are no 
more affected with the miſeries that attend 
your Unregenerate Friends and Acquain- 
tance , who mutt ſuddenly be Converted, or 
Damned : Me-thirks you ſhould pitty them 
» che 
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the more; becaulc they pitcy not tizemiclvess 
Me-thinks che value chat Cluritt hath puc ups 
on Souls, by bleeding tor then, tae ran- 
ſome that he ia:th given for miterable man , 
anche unweatied pains he takes tor the re- 
ducemenc of tall'n man , ſhould tedcy 143 to 
open our lips, to give ſome Cirections and 
counſels roti:um, whivare within a {iride of 
Hell, but a vreat:: between chem and eternal 
ruine : And yet ww are Gods people {trait - 
ned towards theſe torlorn and miſerable, un- 
done, condemned Creature, > Throngh tl;y 
are under tie Curſe of the Law, ri 0ugh tlie 
ſentence of death be pait againlt rl:;em , ai.d 
15 ready to be executed every moment 3; cc 
you exhort them nut to flye from wrath to 
come : If they will p-riſh, tev may per ſh, 
{tor any fſpiricual contribution that you will 
aft ord them. Ir grieves me ſometimes, to 
le2 how Gods peaple eat up tlieir own and 
ochers time, withvain, frothy and inſavo- 
ry words: When they ſhou!d be ſpeaking 
jome rouz ng , ftertling words of Hell. an 
Dainnation , of the neceility ot Regenerati- 
on , 0t Eteryity , ol the tooliſh choice men 
m.ake in preitrring the pleaſures of fin , which 
are but for a ſcaſon , before eternal jyoyes; of 
r!:e decents of the hear: , of the chea:s of the 
Devil , of the malignity of (in, of the curſe 
of the Law, &c. tiiey are talking of this fa- 
ſhivn, or of that , they are perhaps cenſu- 
ring one ano:her, but enveavcuring norhing 
tor che nndecerving their Celuded Compani- 
ons. You cannot but knuw what adyantages 
you 
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Their miſcarriages towards Sinners, 
you have by your intimacies with them , to 
deliver that co chem, which they will receive 
trom you » when Satan perhaps hach imbit= 
cred chem againtt ther Miniſters, ſo that 
all Pulpic- countels and reproots are loſt up- 
on.chem. Belides, You are in private with 
them , and you know by your ſelves, how 
loth , how backward you were, to apply the 
truchs of God to your own Souls, but you , 
as Nathan to David , may goe and ſay, T how 
art the Man, thou the Woman : You may hear 
their pleas for themſelves, and fo have an 
of portunity to contute them ;3 whereas they 
arc reſerved co their Minifters , though they 
:ave been friendly , earneſtly and frequently 
invited to a Chrittian conference : And yer 
how do you negledt all theſe Opportunities 
of ſerving the Neceſſities of your Friends : 
You pretend love unto them ; but how can 
ie ſee the blind betore your eyes tumbling 


co the Lake of Hell, and yer not call on 


them to recurn and hve? Ir is acmirable , 
that you ſhould chink you have the Divine 
Nature within you , and yet be void of com. 
rations to theſe miſerable Objzeas, who lye 
wounced before you , where-ever you goe 
or come. O! Me-chinks, when you enter 
the houſe ot an Unregenerate , you ſhould 
thus meditate, Now have # an opportunity to 
ſave a Soul from Hill , to have a greater con- 
queſt than Czlar or Alexander conld boaſt of : 
Now may 1 ſhew ney ſelf a Friend of God, by 
pleading bis right to the Creature: Now may 
l have an occaſion to maks all the "_ of 
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Heaven laugh and fing , and all the c:rjed i) @+ 
v1 to roar, by ſaving a loſt Sou. 

And will you ſee theſe wounded in} your 
way , and paſs them by wit! an unmercitul 
Spirit? /f you ſee your Brother have need of 
outward things, ( much more it needing 
Grace, the Image of, and Peace with, God ) 
and you ſhut up your bowells of compa ſſion from 
him , hew dwclleth the love of God in yew ? 
You have ſome pitty left, wlien you tee a 
man tall 'n under his horſe, or ſtiugling for 
lite the waters, or in an hovie fred , 
your bowells are turned within you $5 Bur a- 
las 1 here are they rat are dropping into th 
Lake of Fire every moment , chat are dras- 
ged up and down, from one Luſt co anocher, 
by the Devil, ( a ſorer bondace by tarr) and 
yer you do not pitty them. O ! Pitrytliem , 
pitty them; Goe ever to Macedonia, and help 
thew. Itisa griet to my Soul, to conlider, 
how dull , how uſeleſs Chriſtians are, in the 
Towns and Villages, where Providence hach 
calt chem : If chey meer with a man they 
will not ſo much as ask, whether he be bound 
tor Heaven, or Hell > whether he knows the 
neceility of the nzw Birth, yea or no? 
whether he hath left Sin , as his greatelt bur- 
den , whether he be willing of Chriſt , and 
Salvation by him , upon his own terms? 
Nay, Profeſlours will not ſo much as counſel 
them to read a good Book , or lend them 
one , if they are poor and unable to buy : 
they will be at no coſt to ſave a Soul , that is 

really of more worth , than a World, flow 
45 
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is ir, that you account your ſclves Chriſti» 
ans , whilt you have no higher citeems of 
Souls > Or how can you have any afllurance , 
that vou hate Sin , wiulit you labour not the 
removal of it, in whomfſoever you find it? 
It you ſee men triſling away their time , why 
do you not put them upon redeeming their 
time ? Ir you hnd chem lovers ot pleaſures , 
why do you not invite them, and preſs themy 
to look atter cordial joy and mirth, and the 
true pleaſures, that are at Gocs right hand ? 
If you are the Subjects of Chriſt, how can 
you endure Treaton azainit him , and not 
ſuppreſs it Tile never believe , that man 
ever mourned for (ins of his own, clit doth 
not tor (ins of others ; or chat he ever hated 
lin in himſelt , that doth not enceavour to 
ruine it in others Souls, as well as in his 
own. Be aſhamed at your pretenfions , 8s 
4f you had hearts of fleſh, when you have 
hearts of (ones , the hearts of Typgers, the 
hearts of Infidels, or elſe you would pitty 
tle miſerable unconverted Souls. Ard what, 
it they defire not your help : the more need 
you have to pitty them : the leſs awakened 
they are our of their curſed ſecurity , the 
more miſerable and dangerous is their ſtate. 
O 1 Put on the bowells of Jeins Chritt : car. 
ry not your ſeives in an high, proud way, 
in a lofty , magiſterial way , towards theſe 
poor Souls : Do not tiiink chou haſt dif. 
charged duty towards them , by running into 
8 corner , and backbitins them for blindneſs, 
hardneſs, contempt of Chriſt , &c. but ra- 
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ther help them to ſome of your eye-ſalve , 
that they may lee. Conlicer you have Tal- 
lenty , and account you mult for them , and 
be-think your ſelves, whether you may not 
ove a better accornt , by endeavouring ty 
reduce theſe poor Souls » that are (traying 0 
Hell, than by letting them alone .to damn 
themſelves : Conſider (a: ily what anſwer you 
will make , when Chriſt ſhall ariſe and plea 
with you , "when Chrilt ſhall ſay , Where i 
thy Brother y Will Cam's anſwer lerve ? Am 
I my Brothirs keeper > Will not Chriſt reply 
onyou? *©*Didnor I come from Heaven 


©«« Did not 1 charge you to exhoye one another 
a daily : > to do good to all > Did not I turniſh 


«you might be able and ready to help os 
« thers > Did not 1 by wonders of Provi- | 
« dence prolong your cayes , that you might 
« be uſetn! > Did not I give you an intereli in | 
e« the affeftions of your Neighbours , that | 
« you might be « the Dew , and as the Rivers | 
- of Waters to the pa” ched ground ? that you 
<« might be rhe Light and Salt of the Earth ? 
_ Nay » did no: I remove the M'niftry , ( «- | 
« mong other weighty grounds ) tOtry your 
© afte&tiens to periſking Souls ? And is-this 
*« your anſwering all my ; defigns and expeRta- 
*. tions , £0 rail at tzem, as the ungodly par- 
«ry, and not to endeavour to make them 
« better? O! Conſider how ſad your caſe 
will be , if the blood of thouſanis of Souls 
ſhall be lain at your doors , for your neg- 
s leas, 
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lets, ror your carelefsnefs, for your being 
worle than Balaams Aſs; tor he once repro- 
ved, periaps you have never. How do you 
know , buta few words of yours might be as 
torcible as Jonah's to Nineveh, as the Sa- 
maritan Woman's was to the City ? Is this 
to love thy Neighb:ur as thy ſelf ? Dot 
love thy (elf, and not regard thy Soul ? 
And canſt c:0u love thy Neighbour , and 
not endeavour to ſave him from periſhing ? 
ro pull the brand ont of the fire 2 Have you 
ſo learned Ciritt > When our Lord dwelc in 
fizſh amon3 us, was he dumb before linners, 
as you are, when he ſxw the multitude want- 
ing bread , did not he dea! forth the bread 
of life to them ? did not he prefer chis work 
betore his meat and drink ? had not he com- 
* hon for the ignorant? did not he enlighten 
poor i3norant Souls ? and reprove the Hy- 
pocri'e of others ? Wien he went into the 
Pablicans honſes , did not he preach of the 
Kingdome of God unto them 2 And hath not 
he given you an enample, that you ſhould do 
as he hath done ? Should nor you make it a 
matter of Conſcience to write after ſo great, 
ſo ſafe, ſo glorious a Copy? to follow ſo 
worthy a Leader anc P:ttern? Add withall , 
what (tumbling blocks you have laid in the 
wayes of ſinners ? how many haye been of» 
fended by your converſation ? And will you 
ſend ſo many hundreds to Hell, and not en- 
deavour the convergon of ſome ? You pre- 
rend the want of parts : Burt alas! you want 
box els, you want affeions, you haye not 
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Their miſcarriages towards Sinners." 
areal hight, and deep ſenſe of eternal mat- 
ters : It you had, you would with tears in 
your eyes beſeech your Neighbours to mind 
eheir periſhing Souls. Have not you ſo ma- 
ny parts as tO lay to your Neighbour?, Repent, 
and Pray, if perhaps your ſins may be forgiven, 
Go into thy Cloſec, Profeſſour , and there 
mourn over thy hard hearcedneſs, and un- 
mercifulneſs to the Souls of thouſands , of 
whom chou might'it have been an in{trumenc 
of Converlion , if thou hadit bur atrempred 
it, Or could you not have gone and be» 
ſeeched your Minilters to lay co heart the pe- 
riſhing eltate ot ſuch a man or woman ? Or 
miglt you not have entreated thoſe Souls to 
conlult ſome Miniter about their Everlaſting 
S:ate 2 You have not done what you could : 
you pretend you cannot convert them z but 
you will not, you will not try whether you 
can work them over from lin to God. You 
ſay chey are dead in (ins and treſpaſles, they 
have hearts of tone, as inſenlible as (tones , 
as ſtupid, as blockiſh, as impenetrable as 
ſtones ; And walt not thou ſo ſome years 
ag0 ? Halt chou forgot the rock, out of which 
thou waſt hewn ? Nay , is there not t00 much 
itone in thy hearr, chart thou canit ſee chy 
God ſo diſhonoured , Chriit ſv reproached 
by thoſe, who are baptized in his Name , 
and wear his Livery, , and ye: not endeavour 
co pull them out of the fire 2 Thou relievelt 
thy ſelf with the mercy thou theweſt to the 
bodies of the poor , that beg at thy door : 
when thou ſcelt cheir ſoars, tugirlean __ 
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and naked (huulders , thou fuccoureſt them, 
cheie clun.zs chou oughteſt to CO; but nor ro 
lay alide the Spiritual Almes , that were due 
unto chem : thou ſhouldit have counſelled 
them , admonithed them , enlightned them; 
and now if chey periſh in their ignorance , 
will not their blood be required at thy hands? 
O! tremble a: your bl:od-puiltineſs, The 
Lord of Heaven and Earch,who layes his claim 
to Souls, All Sou's are mine , hath charged 
thee, not tO hate thy Brother in thine heart , not 
10 ſoffe# fin to reſt upon him, but tO reprove him: 
And ye: thou lerteſt him alone , ro periſh in 
| his iniquity. You are ſo taken up witlt your 
| own cemporal or eternal good , that you lit- 
tle regard what becomes of others to all eter- 
| nity. How do ſome bope to link to Heaven 
alone ? Perhaps they ſeek their own profit ; x Cox. * 
but not the profit of many , that they may be jg, 2+. 
| ſaved. O that men would caft their eyes a- 
broad ( faith one ) the very dumb inantmate 
Creatures would teach them better, every 
| Creature aſrimmulates , Fire tnyns what 1s near 
it into Fire, Earth converts into Earth, 
Flowers will be ſcattering of their ſeed and 
ſcent. How canit thou hope the bleſſing of 
the new Creation reſts upon thee, when thou 
doſt not increaſe and multiply 2 O that you 
would be prevailed with, to help , counſel 
and dire& others to Heaven ! If you haye 
tound the way thither , be pleaſed to ſhew 
others the way to life , the way to glory, O ! 
Pitty them , as Chriſt pittied you ; Chriſt 
hath led you out of the wilderneſs of fin and 
trouble » 
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trouble , Be you eyes to the blind, di;eQ 
chem the right way to the Land of Promile, 
tell chem what courſe you took , declare un- 
to them what God hath done tor your Soul-, 
Do not you ſee how induitrious Chritis ene- 
mies are to diftule riieir poyſon 2 Dov nut 
Turks and Papiſts endeavour to proſelyrte ? 
Will chey not compals Sea and Land to» 
ſpread and diftuſe their Leaven? Do not 
all people ( belides you ) labour to win 
to their Gods? Donor unclean perſons and 
drunkards entice others to the ſame wicked- 
neſs ? ſhall Sa:anz Vaſlals be filling Hell? 
and will you not labour to fill Heaven ? Is it 
not your Honour to bring many Sons and | 
Daughters unto God ? What will become of 
the next Generation ? How tew Servants (if 
any ) will Chriſt have , if others take no 
more pains , than you do, to convince, to 
allure, to convert ? I fear Chriit will cake up 
the old complaint, The Foxes have holes, 
Mat. 8. ,,4 the Birds have Neſts , but the Son of Man 
30. will not have where to lay bis head. Conſider 
how oft your poor Miniſters have beſeeched 
you ro enter on this work , leit ocher-mens- 
ſins prove your damnation ; and yet how 
hath a dumb Devil pofleſſed you ? O that yec 
you would commune with your own hearts , 
whether you are willing that thouſands 
ſhould periſh, and goto Hell > and it they þ 
anſwer, No, Ak them a ſecond queſtion, 
why do not you uſe the means to preyent it, 
Namely Exhortation, Reproof , and Coun- 
ſell > You have covered over your want « 
Ze 
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Zeal and cenderneſs with a pretence that you 
have not che = of Miniiters , you cannoc 
ſo exhort as Miniiters, &c. Bit have you not 
been cold that God can work by ſmall means, 
as well as by great, and that by things that 
are not God can contound the wiſdome of 
the fleſh , and bring to. naught the things 
that are ? Is not this like the precence of not 
being eloquent? Do you not know, have you 
not heard, cha toe iffue , and event depends 
0n the bleſſins of the Lord, rather than on 
the work it ſelf> Is jc not all one to the Lord, 
to wound by a ſhort , as by a long ſword ? 
Cannot God bleſs 4 few words in thy mouth, 
as he did it Chriits, and the Apoſtles ? Can'ft 
not thou ſay, follow Chriſt ? .and may not pre- 
ſencly a M4 atthew, a Publican leave his hnfull 
courſes and embrace che Cariitian faith ? 
Cin'ſt thou not ſay, Repent and Believe , that 
your fins may be blotted os ? and may riot God 
concur with thee, as he did of old times? 
I; the Lords hand (hortntd, that it cannot help? 
If Iſrael be not gathered, yet thy reward is with 
the Lord , if thine heart were upright , and 
could reſtifie that night and day thou halt noc 
ceaſed ro warn , to rebuke, and counſel. 
Cettainly your memories ate not ſo bad, but 
you mult remember the weight of lin, and 
of the wrath of God : you have ſeen the 
wonders of che Lord iti the deeps : you, that 


have eſcaped to ſhoar , can tell of che Rocks 


and Shelves,and Scorms, which you have been 
delivered from ; and will you ler other Ship- 
wrack their Souls , rather chan hold out your 

Dd light 


XUM 


417 


EY \ 
Thicir miſcarriages towards Stnners, 


light unto them , t!.4: .uey may avoyd their 
ruines 2 What tha; 1 iay to humble you? 
There is more Clu 18 Hell, than you can 


afford : Biuſh, biui!:, znd be aſhamed to have 
leſs zeal, love, and pitty, to periſhing Soul:, 
than D;ves in Hell had, he would have his 
Brethren ſaved trom che Valley of Hinnom. 
Your ſilence will make ot!:crs tiunk that Hell 
is a tollerable place , that (in is not fo evil 
and bitter aching , that to lye under Gods 
wrath is not ſo great a miſery , whilſt you 
are fo flow and backward to' warn your 
Friends and Acquaintance that they flee om 


heſe, and take Sanctuary in the true City of 


Refuge , the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, O! If you 

know the worth of a Soul , pitty the multi- 

tude, with whom the day is not broke, whoſe 

forlorn Souls are under a continual 'Maſlacre 

from the bloudy Butcher of Hell : Befmear 

your Souls no longer with the guilt of their 

bloud : Le: chem nor ſtarve for want of bread, 

whilſt you have co give them. I ſhall bleſs 

God for ever and ever , if this your negli- 

gence of che Souls of thoſe, whom you may 
account without, may be cordially bewailed , 
and you for the furure double your diligence 
for their converſion, Miniſters cannot con- 
vert without the Concourſe of O-nnipoten- 
Cy , neither can you. Though Satan and 
thy own lazy heart hath told thee , thou art 
uni to ſer upon this work , yet betrer do it 
meanly, than wholy omit it. God ( like Pa* 
rents on earth ) loves to ſee his Children lifc 
at thoſe duties, which are too hard for them, 
and 


Their miſcarriages thwirds Sinners 
andchen ne tteps in and is a Co-worker with 
them, Woaat God did by iterate Fiſher. 
men, by F raſclle , hecando by chee. The 
Lord pardon thy former unmercttulneſs to 
the Souls of men; But 1t thou continue 
carele(s and cruel, it chon wilt not by Pray- 
ers for them, 2nd counſels tothemn, ſeck their 
reducement, as ſure as thou art reading , the 
voyce of ty Brorhers blood ts crying aoainſt 
thee from the earth, y your example be- 
fore ( it not fince ) Prot ehon, you have 
been tae cauſe of the deſtruction of Souls , 
of how many who can tell - And, as Ferobo- 
am made [ſrael to fa many years atcer he was 
rotten in lus grave , 1o your {1n, your wicked 
examples may propagnae the trade of lin 
from generation to generation , unti{ Curilt 
ſhall come to Judge: nent. Tremble, trem- 
ble at the chgnghrs of it , "It thou haſt nor che 
keart of a Bealt in flice.” O | how many Souls 
are crying in Hell apainit thee, curling the 
day they knew thee , or their Anceltonrs 
knew thee ; for that by thee they learned to 
{in the more, and were ſtrenocuned in their 
wickedneſs by thy tongue , and by thy life ? 
And now are not you bound to CO your ut- 
moſt to make reſticntion ? to- labour ro fave 
them that be alive 2 Is iT not reaſonable tifac 
you ſhould labour to win Souls to Godcs , as 
you have to the Devils , ſervice ?2 and to 
have many bleflins God in the Hearens for 
you , that ever they were in the company of 
ſach an ative zealous Chriſtian , who by 
word and life was intromental to bring them 
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to the knowledge ot cnemſelves, -and of their 
God? And is it not a glorious work, to 
hold forth ſuch Light to the World , that 
they ſecing your gvud works, may glorifie 
God, and you may be Propagpators of Zeal 
and Holineſs, from Genera:ivn to Genera- 
Lion , till Caritt ſhall appear to judge the 
World , and to reward you tor all che ferv.- 
ces you have done tO liis Name Þ O ! how 
welcome ſhall thar man be co Heaven and 
Chriſt , wh6 hath fed che Souls, and clothed 
the So::1s, ard viliced the Souls , winch be 
harh purchaled with his own precious bloud? 
Crit wi;l own chee for his BenefaRtour. 


CHAP. XXXVIL 
The Diſ-ingenuity and Scandalouſneſs of 


therr Miſcarriages, 


Hen God had given the Prophet 
Ezekiel alarge Catalogue of J«- 
ach's Abominations, he tnen 
ſhew'd him the #ickedneſt of 


their Abominatians : He ſaid unto me, Got 
11 , and Behold the wicthed Abominations they 


do here. He= commanded him once, and a- 
gain , and again, tO twrn him yet again, and 
he ſhould ſee greater Abominationzs, 1 can- 
not 


of their Miſcarridzes. 
not indeed promiſe thee, twat thou ſhalt 

now ſee greater Abominations, than thoſe 
already mentioned : All chat I ſhall now do, 

ſhall be co repreſent che former Miſcarriages 

in their cromſon dyes, and ſcarlet colour, 

And, 

The Firſt Thins 1 ſhall mention , as ma-Com- 
kin3 your Sins ( Profefiours ) out of meaſure mired 
ſinful, 15 your Diſ-ingenuity in ſo ſimning 4 — 
gainſt God, O! Youhave linned againit afoms * 
gracious God : 7ou have grieved the good Sp1- God, 
rit of God, whereby ( ſome amongit you ) Eph, 4. 
bave been ſealed t the day of Redemption, I 309, 
am bold to ſay , that one godly man's {inning 
againtt /;ghr and mercy, doth more break. the 
heart of God , than the bruitiſh Sins of a P4- 
gan Kingdom. I am broken ( laith God ) Ezek, 
with your whoriſh heart , which hath departed 6. g. 
from me, &C. Andye ſhall loath your ſelves 
for your evils, which ye have committed in 
your abominations, God hath been preſi'd «Amos 
dewn with your ſins , as the Cart with ſheaves ,2.13« 
till he hath even Creak'd under the weight. 

God expeRed more from the 7 reer planted un 

Zion, than from the wild ones in the Wildey- 

xeſs, Grief and Burthen ſprings much from 
unexpeted Unkindnefles. Iloobed for Fruit, Luke 
and there was none, How were David's and 13+ 9- 
Sawt's Sins aggravated from the merciful 
Diſpenſations of God to them > A»d Samuel r Sam. 
faid, When thou waſt little in thine own fighe ,15. 17, 
waſt not thou made the Head of the Tribes of 11-18, 19. 
rael, and the Lord annointed thee K ng over I(- 

rael, and the Lord ſent thee on 4 journey , and 
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ſaid, Goe, and utterly dejtroy the Sinners, &c. 
Wheref-re ther did? thor not obcy the woice of 
the Lord> And Natiian ſaid to David, Cc. 
Thus ſaith the Lord Gad of litatl, 1 Wed Se 
ed thee King over lſracl, and delivered the Þ 
ont of the hand of Sul: 4:4 gave thee thy Þ , 
Maſters Houſe, and thy ſaſttrs Wives into | 
thy boſome , and gave thee the Houſe of I ſrael, 
and of Judaii, ara if that had been too lathe; | 
I would moreover have given wito thee ſuch and 
ſuch thingr. Whe! efore haſt thou deipi'ed the 
Commandement of the Lord , todo evil in by; 
ſight } And hati rhere noc been as much dil- 
ingenuity and unkindneſs in our Sins? The 
Lord bath given his Statitis to 1% » 4 FP his 
Laws , He hath not logealt with all tlie Na- 
tions under Heaven : He hath novriibed and 
brquoht w up as Ch ldren ; but we have vebel- 
led agar ft him. T hz ; Oxe bn -weth his Owner, 
and the . A(ſe # bie Alaſters( «; Y but I! racl doth 
not know , my People ( my People ) doth not 


conſider. Ab [inful Nation, a People laden 
with gnrmuity, &C. God fer CizEth a deep 
ſich (Ah 1!) _ the burden of this b_ 


gratituce : His Spirit 15 laden and troubled 
with it. 7 hey by ave provoked the Holy One of 
Iſrael. Miſ-improvements of Mercies are 
very provoking Wucn God comes for 
Bread , © he ſent away with Stones , mult 
need vex ihe good S parit of the Lord, Hear, 
O Heavens, and gryeear, O E arth ;, far the 
Lord bath ſpoken "it. Oh for Profeſſours to 
be worſe than Publicans ; tox they: will be 
kind to ſaci as are kiad to them 1 Have not 
we 


of their Miſcarriages, 

we finn'd againſt Gu , even with his fa- 
vours, and requiced him evil for good ? 
May not the Lord ſay unto us ? Do ye thus 
requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe ? 
[; not he thy Father , that hath bought thee ? 3 
All the mercies we have received , greaten 
our fins, The more richly that God hath 
heaped his Blethings upon us, the more wan- 
zouly we have followed the ly.inge of our 
own Luſts, and the more contemptuouſly 
ſpurned at bis holy Commandements, We 
have great cauſe to be aſhamed, tor that all 
our {ins have becr: gainſt mercy, and 
therefore againit il;c ,Pr.nciple and Law of 
Nature. Ir is a perpetual Spot , not to be 
worn out by time , that, of King JeaſÞ , that - 
he flew Zechariah, tlie Son of Jebojada, 
the High-Prie!ſf who had been loyal unto 
him in the gertzg of tie Kingdom, and farth- 
ful in the adminiſtration of it. Thus Joath - 


the King remembrgd nt the kinaneſs which Je- 24, 22, 
hojada bis Fathey had done to him , but ſlew 23. 


his Son , and when he dyed , be ſaid, the Lord 
look upon it , andrequiteit. An, it came to 
paſs , | at the end of the year , that the Hoſt of 
Syria came up againſt him : and they came to 
Judah ard Jeruſalem, and deſtrozed all the 
Pringes of the people , from among the people. 
But alas ! What Engagements could Z eche- 
riab poſſibly lay on Joaſh , that may weigh 
with the Mercies of our God rous? And yet 
how have we made his choice Favours as 
Arrows , tO ſhoot at the God that ſent them ? 
What wretched Prod:gals have we been , to 
Dd 4 waſt 
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Euwrad9, 
32 14. 
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Some Aggr aUations 


waſt all in the ſervice or Hell , which were 
conterr'd with ſo open an hand, to craw 
forth our time , ftrengch and ipirits , in the 
praiſes and ſeryices of God ? For this our In- 
gratitude , the Lord may juſtly. be argry with 
us , till be hath conſumed ur, fo that there 
ſhall be no remnant yz nor elca mg. Q that 
you would remember the Lord from Shireim 
to Gulgal , i. e. fromthe beginning of Mcre 
cy , tothe exd ot it! And you will hardly 
find , that you ( any ot you ) have been the 
better for it ; but many, Jeſhurnn- hke, have 
waxed fat , and kicked. God is this day cal- 
ling out of Heavento England, and to each 
particular perſon in it , Do you thus requite 
the Lord, O fooliſh people, and unwiſe? | 
could even wiſh , for the thouſands of our 
Iſrael , that they had received fewer Privi- 
leges, or had had the grace to ſerve the Lord 
in the abundance of all things , better than 
they have to this very day. If everyoupur- 
poſe ſound Repentance , then take a view of 
all che Mercies of God towards you : Goe 
back to the time , when the firſt Rone was 
laid ; yea goe back to the eternal projeRs of 
God, to make thee out of nothing , and ro 
redeem thee, when worſe than nothing: 
Review the wpper and lower Springs , with 
which Soul and Body have been refreſhed: 
Remember how many eminent Deliverances 
and Salvations God hath wrought for thee : 
And if at any time thou haſt been fraitned 
in outward comforts, yet remember how 
t!:0u haſt been enlarged with ſpiritral y_w 


. 
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of their Miſcarrrager. 425 
te | if God hath denyed thee in one kind of mer- 

w | cy , be hath ſupplyed it by a gracious won» 

e | derfull commuration,in another,in a better: if 4 
1- | thou haſt been denyed the fieſhpors of Epgype, 

h F and the land flowing with honey , yet it bath 

re | been'all made up 1n the bread ( the Mannah) 

at | that fell from Heaven : it thou haſt had ſome- 

m | times bodily infirmities , yer thou haſt been 

» | firengthned with allmight in the inward man : 

y | if thou haſt been denyed thee the gold of the 

e | earth, yet God hath ſupplyed thee in ma- 

x | kingthee r5c<þ i» faith ; It ſometimes Friends 

|. | have been unfriencly, inconſtant , or trea- 

h | cherous; yer God hath ſtood by thee , when all 

e | left thee. God hath dealt with you, as with 

I } Sons - your gleanings are better than the / jn- 

r | tage ofthe world, Having laid theſe , and 

- | innumerable ſuch mercies 1n oxe Scale, now 

dF lay inthe other Scale thy foul ingratitude , 

n | not only chat particular fin of unthankful- 

- | neſs, that thou haſt been guilty of ( of which | 
f | before ) but the ingratitude that hath been , 
e F inall thy fins, in thy price, hypocrie , for- 

s | mahiy, ſelf. love, ſelt-ſecking , impatience , 

f F negle& of dnty to Superiours , Equals, and 

» | Inferiours, profaneneſs, intemperance , nun- 

: righteouſneſs, &c. that Kemembring the Lord 

1 and bir goodneſs towards thee , together with 

: | thy curſed returns, thow may'ſt yet abhor thy 

S$ | ſelf in duſt and aſhes. Take words, and ſay, 

: | © My Salvations are more than I can number, 

| | © Bleſſed be God, the Father of all mercy ; 

| &« But my fins alſo are inn merable, 1 cannot 

; | © recounttkem, ſh:mevpen me, O ! how 

| « evil 
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436 Some - Apgravetions 
© vile have 1 made my ielf , whilit by abuſe 
e« of rich mercy , I have lived below the in” 
Mat. 5. « genuity that is found in Publicans and 
7 ©« Beaffs? Ochat God would give me the ſucs 
Iſ4.1.3* ceſs, that the Angel had on ſuch a (infull 
people as you are! And the Angel of the 
Judg-2. L174 come up from Gilpal to Bochim , avd 
1532,3>4+ [aid 1 made you to go up ont of Egypt, and 
bave brought you ito the land, which 1 ſwear 
wnto your Fathers,and [ /aid I will never break 
my covenant with you, and ye ſhall make m 
league with the Inhabitants of this land, &Cc. 
but ye have not obeyed my voice , why have ye 
done this, &c. And it came to paſs, when the 
Angel of the Lord ſpake theſe words to all the 
Children of Iſrael, that the people lift up their 
voce, and wept. , 
Very Secondly, T he ſcandalowſneſs of your miſcar- 
ſcands- ,;apes is another aggravation ot them. Had 
loully. all the forementioned abominations been 
committed in Deſarts and Holes of the earth , 
where none had been privy to your irregula- 
rities , you had had no fin in compariſon of 
what you ( now ) ſtand juſtly charged with : 
If you had been only rotten hearted, that 
would not have been under the eye and cen- 
ſure of the World : Relizion would have had 
no blemiſh, no loſs, no conhderable loſs 
thereby : But men have looked to your hand; 
and feet ( whillt God to your hearts) and hind- 
ing ſo many defilements on you , hereby the 
Name of God hath been blaſphemed , God 
is ſpokenevil of whilſt you have done evil 


betore men, You knew the world was an 
þ 0b&- 
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of thery Miſcgrriages, ' 
obſerving world , greedy to eipy all the Er- 
rata's of your lives : you knew ſpots in'Cam- 
brics would ſooner be marked, than mm 
coarſe cloth : you knew how apt the world 
was tO condemn all Saints for the miſcarria- 
ces of a few pretenders to Chriſtianity : you 
knew how the world lay in wait, like the 
Arabian tor his prey , waiting for ſomewhat 
to calumniare Chriſt and his followers with : 
ou knew the tongues, that are ſer vn fire of 
Hell » would belch out their emnity upon 
the zhe of your fins : you knew how apt 
they were to be prejudiced againſt you , and 
( as the people in Eles dayes, from the.miſe 
carriages of them , that pretended to draw 
near to God ) would by your occaſion. ab- 


UM 


horre the Offerings of the Loxd. You ſhould , 54m. 
lave walked with ſuch a good Conſcience, , 1, 
that, whereas the world would ſpeak againſt, pg,z, 
you as evil-doers, they might be aſhamed : But 1 5, 
inſteed of chis you have opened the month of , 5 am. 
Blaſphemy : you have gratified the Devil 12.14. 
exceedingly : were he capable of joy , you , 7';m. 
have furthered it , by being contented to be , ,5, 
winzowed by him , and to be led captive at bis 
wi# : The ſcandals of men repured for holi- 
neſs have been his greateſt Harvefts, his 
greateſt advantages : He hopes by the falls 
of Cedars to break down and cruſh the Shrubs 
g and tender plants, that grow nigh. God a- 
loneknows what miſchief you have done to ...- , 
Religion already, and where the miſchief ' 
willend. Jeroboam made 1ſracl to ſin , many 
years after his death. Whereas ye _ 

ave 


Luke 
x -" 52, Would , it you had not laid your offences in | 
their way. Perhaps ſome of you may think 
torelieve your ſelves , that you know none 
are taken in theſe Gins and Traps : you will 
know ſhortly that he chac temprtech to evil 


Matth. 


18, 17. 


1 Sam. 
3. I3, 


Some Aggrauations 
have left a precious Name behind yon, holy 
exaQ copies of Righteouſneſs tor ſucceeding 
generations to write after , you have laid the 
tumbling block of your iniquicie befcre the 
faces of hundreds and thoulands , to cauſe 
them to fall. Give over wondring that for 
theſe laſt ren years the Goſpel hath had a 
a miſcarrying Womb and dry Breatts, know, 

ou have , like che Serpent, che Dragon, 

o0d as in the place of bearing, you have 
hindred the Birch, or devoured the Child as 
ſoon as Born : you haye been of the old ge- 
neration of Gods Curſe, you would not to 
Heaven your (elves , and hindred other;, that 


commits an hainous fin , though his rempta- 
tion prove not effeual. God will not ye- 
ward men altogether by che event of ſcan- 
dals, ; but by the tendency of Scandal in its 
own nature : Ochers not ſinning after your 
example will not excuſe and leſſen your 
faults, which were ſo zpt to lead them into 
fin. #o ( faith Chriſt ) ro him, by whom the 
offence comes, Wo to them that rake offence; 
but greater wo to them, that give it.. If God 
threatned El; to take him up by the roots , 
for not puniſhing Scandals in his Sons: be- 
canſe his Sons made themſelves vile, and he re- 
frained them not. Woat dreadfull judge- 
ments are we expoſed co, who are the 

offence- 
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of their Miſcarrioges. 

offence-givers > Wonder not if having cau- 
ſed many to fiamble at the Law , that God 
will aake ws contemplible and baſe before all 
the people. Te are departed out of the way : 
Je have canſed many ts ſiumble at the Law , 
ye have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts: therefors have 
[ alſo made you contemptible and baſe be- 
fore all the peopir How oft have we been 
as wnſavoury Sak? and is it any wonder 


429 


Mal. 1. 
8. 9. 


if we be caſt out, and thrown to the Dungh;l[? Mat. 


O that you would remember David , take 
him into your Cloſet with you, he was ſcan- 
dalous in the matter of Xriah and Bathſheba : 
it is true , he repented in duſt and aſhes , be 
abliorred himſelt , made bis bed to ſwims, the 
lin was pardoned, the guilt chereof removed, 
aſo'emn abſolution was ſent him by a Pro- 
phery and yet bow did God follow him with 
miſery upon miſery ? He might in the death 
of the Child, in the defilement of his Daugh- 
ter , in the murder of Ammon, and in the 
treaſon of Abſolon , in his weeping and going 
barefoot , in his Concubines being defiled , 
and-his own Crown and Life jeoparded, in 
all cheſe things ke mighc ſee the woful fruits 
of Scandal. #herefore haſt thou defiſed the 
Commandement of the Lord , to do evil in bis 


5.13» 


2 Sam, 


{ght ? Thou haſt killed Uriah the Hittice with * ** 9» 
r 


e Sword, and haſt taken bis Wife to be thy 
Wife , and baft ſlain hizs with the Sword of the 


19, iT, 
I2, 133 


Children of Ammon. Now therefore the *4* 


Sword ſhall never depart from thine Houſe, &C. 


Brhold, I will raiſe up evil againſt thee , - 
0 


> 
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Pal. 
51.8, 
Pſal. 
38. $. 


Pſal, 
FI.12, 


7 at. 
I8, 6, 


Sante Aggrd vations \ 
of thine own H ow/e , and 1 will take thy Wivet 
before thine eyes, and give them unto thy 
Neighbour, and he (hall ye with thy Wives , 
4 the ſight of the Sun. Foy thon didſt it [e- 
cretly : but I will do this thing Before all Ifrael 
and before the Sun, And David ſaid wnto 
Nathan,. / have ſinved againſt the Lord. And 
Nachan {aid wvto David , The Lord alſo hath 
pat away thy ſin , thou (halt not dye, Howbeit, 
bec anſe by this deed thou haſt given occaſion t» 
the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, the Chill 
alſo that is born wnto thee , (hall ſurely dye. 1\ 
David , repenting of his Scandals, be thus 
puniſhed, what will become of you , who 
have made Religion to be abhorred ? And yer 
are inſenlible , unbroken and unhumbled 'ro 
this very day ? Well may ( unrepented of ) 
Scandals lye in your bones many dayes hence , 
ſeeing David's did , yea he roared becanſe of 
bis ſin : Well may you goe drooping to your 
graves, being bereft of all joy , and' com- 
tortable looks from Heaven , whilſt repent- 
ing David 1aſt (0 lons the joy of Gods /alvation. 
What ſhalt I ſay? O all ye, who have loft 
your-'V irgin affeftions to Chriſt , who have 
gone 4 whoring from your God , who are co» 


 yveroust9oa-wonder , and over run with cark-' 


ing cares', and (inful deſpondencies , who 
break out daily into ſcandalous paſſions, who 
by divifions, - envies, animoſities, over- 
reachings, perjuries , and hypocrifie , have 
made Relipion vile! Know from Chriſt's 
mouch, t'had been better for you, that 4 
Milſtone hai been hang'd about your necks , 

an 
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of therx Adoſcarriages.. 43d+ 
and chat = had been drowned long agoe in 

the depth of the Sea, than to live ſo offen= 

wvely cowards men , as you have done; bes» _ 
guy 4 hereby the 1 ame of God 45 polluted. It Jer, 34- 
bad been better you had never known the mayes 
of God , than aftty Profeſſion and Knowledge r Pet, 2. 
to depart , and to be as Doggs and Swine, It 20, 21, 
you had never proteisd Gods Name, you 

had never polluted it; bat God will rec 

with you about it. I am bold to (ay, that a 
Drunkard , Adulterer , Robber,  &c.. doth 

not ſo provoke the Lord to wratly, asa Pro- 

felſour may, Even by an- impatient , diſcon- 

tented word : and tor this compare ewo Scrip- 

tures : In the former there is unbelief, and 
quarrelling with God ( face to face.,. as it 

were ) and yet God paſs'd that by, ic being | 

in ſecret, witha ſhore check, Is the Loyds #16. 
hand waxed (hoyt ? But in. the other place , 1.20, 
Becanſe ye believed not , &C. ta ſanttific mee/* 2+ with 
in the eyes of the ( hildren- of Iſrael, 8c. there» Numb. 
fore ye (hall dye in the _ , and never 29+ 19. 
ſer foot on the Land of Promiſe. . One ſcan- and 
dalous Profeſlour doth more hure , and more" **##+ 
ſtain Religion , than kundreds of Drunkards: 3*+ 57+ 
and therefore their Hell ſhall be the ſtandard 

to that , of all other ſinners. Appoiut' by Arrocus 
his portion with Hypocrites. Thoaſatids HED 
Hell will curſe the day , wherein they ſaw Re: 
your loolenels' on Earch ; for thereby they fone peC- 
have blaſphemed Chriſt, as 4 Friend-of Pub» car, 
licans and Sinners , and. as if he countenahced Salvian. 
you ( ſecretly) in your Luſts, though (for at. 
ſtate and form ) he hath ſpoken great things24+ 51» 
againſt 


16. 


333 24- 


Gal, 2. 
4. 


Some Aggravations 
againſt ſuch courſes in his Word. O ! how 

quently have you male boaſts of God , and 
the Law ; but by breaking of it, ye have cau- 
ſed bis N ame to be evil ſpoken of. Waen you 
ſhould have been leading others to Heaven , 
you have by your exanple lead them t9 
Hell, How deep ſhall their Hell be ,-<who 
are plunged thicher with their own , and 
other-mens fins alſo ? Though God ſhould 
give you repentance and pardons ; yet how 
oft will your Souls bleed co conhder , how 
many you have compell'd by your example 
to lin and blaſpheme , who are aRually in 
the chains of darkneſs , or hafining thither 
in a full career ? O that you would no lon- 
ger be like the body of 4maſa, to cauſe 0- 
cthers to ſtand {ill , or go back from the 
wayes of Holyneſs ! O thou ſcandalous Pco- 
feſlour ! What account mult thou paſs with 
God fhortly, before ( perhaps ) thou hat 
turned thine eye to the next page ? Will not 
che blood of multitudes , who periſh by chy 
means, be required at thy hahds 2 One (in 
may become many millions of offences , as 
the Numbers may be that ſhall hear of ic, 
No wonder that men are emboldned to lin, 


that the Adulterer cares not for the Curtains | 


of the Night , nor the Drunkard for the ſha- 
dows of the Evening , no wonder that the 
Swearer can ſpit the Name of God ſo impu- 
dently out of his mouth : theſe have been in- 
couraged by thy revolts, back(lidinigs , care- 
leſs, and ſeldome duties, and violent earthly 
ſeekings. O ! if you would conſider , : re 
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of their Miſcarriages. 
hore the Ars of the Lord , yvuu were entruſt- 
ed with his honour , but you have le ir fall, 
yea calt it in che dirt. O! cremole at what 
the God of Heaven hatu mave a ttanding 


decree upon this occalion , them that honour x 5,4, 


me, [ will hmnour , and they that de'piſe me , 
ſhall be lightly eſteemed. And chough it ſome- 
what comtorts me , that God will wipe off 
wha:ſoever can be cait on him ; yet know to 
your ſorrow, you ſhall nor ſo ealily diſcharge 
your ſelves of the Plagues, thac are ready to 
be powred out upon you. God expected 
that you ſhould have been Kings and Priefts 


to bim : you ſhould have been burning and *&V« I, 


ſhining Ughts 3 you ſho'Id have been like 6. 


Inner, which have their Signes on both ſides . Jo. 3. 


ou were of 'the Kiypy guard, you ſhould 3 5+ 

dnt had the drms of > C oo on your 
BreaFs, and on your Backs , fo that if any 
had viewed you, had met you, or had follow. 
ed you, they might have known you for 
Gods Servants ,. by the ſtamp and cognifance 
of H-aven upon yo! : Bart you have rather 
been like thoſe Pitares, tat if you look. on 
one fide, you may fee a» Angels facey but 
on the other che Devils, O my Soul f how 
can't thou write of theſe , ſpeak or think ori 
chem, without weeping ? O Reader !retrear, 
retreat quickly ro chy Chamber , and ſpend 
ſome conſiderable time to refte& on thy 
ſcandalous Words and Attions , and how 
much che Name of God hath thereby been 
blaſphemed , and thouſands endarigeted to 
ſtumble and fall how thy occaſion. How 
; e manvy 


Jade v. 
12, 


Some Aggravations 
many z that thuu!c Lure Leen as Shields to 
ward off tnoſe blows of reproach, that would 
fall on God and Religion , have proved 
Swords in the hands of the wicked , where» 
with the Name of God is wounded , and 
whereby multitudes are in danger of periſh» 
ing : vea, and the poor reall Chriſtians are 
eyen aſhamed to took up, and to ſhew their 
faces, and profeſſion to the world ; becauſe 
there have been ſuch Spors in their commu. 
nion : (uch unclean, ſcabbed, and unſavoury 
Sheep, that have walked among tliem. 


# 


CHAP. XXXVIIL 


Their finning againſt Knowledge , and im- 
peritently , notwithflanding all means to 
bring them to Repentance for therr Sins, 


ly. 2% Sins are yet further accented by 

being committed not only againſt ſuch 
meaus of Knowledge , but againſt much Know- 
ledge got thereby. You have had the moſt 
powerfull Minifiry under the whole Hea- 
vens: And believe it firs, if you had not 
beard him that ſpake from Heaven toyou, If 
Chriſt had not come, you had had no- (in, ( com* 


J _ 15- paratively,) But now you have no Cloak, for 


your ſin, You have linned againſt more light 
than the reit of the World, You know that 
C0* 


of theiy Aiſcaarriges, 435 
covetdulſreis isa (in , and that for rhe iniqui= , . 
ty thereof God hath bren wrath ; and yet you ls > 0 
ee eat things for your' ſelves fiifl: you ,!” 
ap wen you g'f £0 Beek oeit of no man tf, 4. 45» 
and yer you beſpa:rer every man, almoſt, ro z: al 
ſer o your ſelves by taining and blorting of _ 
others reputations: you know God abtors 
them , you a day ouly, hang down their Iſa. 
heads, like bull-ruſher ; and yer this hath 5: 
been your manner from the beginning of Luk. 12+ 
your Profeſhon : you know your Mafters will , 47: 
you know you ſhould not make mirth when the Exh. 
Lord is angry 3 and yet you dare , even then 27+ 19+ 
be vain and frothy : you know the Lord is 
much grieved at the backſl:dings of his peo- 
ple z/ and yet you have loit you anvient faith, 
love, tenderneſs, zeal , publick-ſpirited- 
nels , and communion with God : yea you 
have not only known theſe to be fins, but 
= lave ſpot en againſt them, as evils : you 
ve told men how hainous a thing it is to 
ſin againſt the Lord , and vet you your ſelves 
have added iniquity ants iniquity ; What cloak 
ave you for your 11s. 

Fourthly , Tow have firmed impenitently , And very 
net x6 thſtanding all means for your repentance ft” 
and reducernent, which God bath moſt won- Fe 
devfully vouchſafed you, The Lord hath for 
many years (frivetrwith you to put a ſtop to 
your” (ns , and to reclaim you from” your 
' miſcarrigges : Sometimes God hath gone 1p 
to Aownt Ebal, and- threatned 'you with 
. Sword; F amine, Five , and Peſtilence , and 
yer you have-refuſed to hear from thence”: 

—_ Ee2 he 
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Some Aggr avations 
he hath lea.>t up to MM ount Gerazim , and al- 
lured you by all kind ot bleſſings z and yec 
you bave carried your ſelves toutly and im- 
pudently towards all the offers and tenders of 
orace for your recovery. God wonld have 
healed you : he hach laid, wilt rhow not from 
this tine cry wito me, my Father, thou art 
the guide of my youth , turn thou unto me ;, EL 
y01 returned it. You have bad many of the 
Lord: taithfnl Ambaſtadours , who have laid 
ſhege at yon hearts, to engage them to the 
Lord, and to take you off trom yo.r finfall 
waves z but alas! all the glad tidings of 
mercy have not affeed you , have not won 
you : all the Ordinances of Jehovah have 
tourd litcle place in you , have left no im- 
pre lion upon you” Souls : Ton have juſtified 


26] <0. Judah and Samiria 3n- all their ſtubborneſs and 


Hof. 


Rev.2? 


Prov. 
29. I, 


\ rebellion againſt the Lord, How righteous is 


it with the Lord to call upon the Miniſters, 
Let them alme , threaten tlem no moe, 


_ promiie them no more. Let him that « fil- 


thy be filhy till : you have broken through 
Arnnics of Ordinances to commit lin ; there- 
fore Goſpet and Goſpel- Miniſters let them 
alone ; .judgements overtake them , my 
plagues,my curſes ſeize upon them, Let them 
ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without yeme- 
dy , becauſe they have hardned their necks , 
though often reproved. God hath waited 


 .more than three and three years on you , Cx- 


peQing fruit ; bur-he ſees little ſave the 
Clujjers of Sadow upon you : he hath- born 
with you ſo long , be bath beld bu tongue ; 
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' of thety Miſcarriaget, 439 
and ſaid nothing ( ſo long) that yeu have P[al.50, 
( wickedly ) thougbr God to be ſuch an one 41281 


you ; So thac Guy mult need; oe a fwitt wit » 


neſs again} you for the vin{icating of Lis 
reat and glorious Name , unleis you {peect- 
y repent , and ſcek the Lord , if perhapr be >, pr , 
may be found, O! low long l.atit Gy come —_ 
manded you every wheye to repent ; no: only by ©. 
his ehrEats , but by its gudgemencs , Which 
have begun at tie Hou's of God : What 
lowd calls have we had ? Turn to the Lord Foel.2, 
with weeping , Let your laughter bt turned into 11, 
weeping * Tumble your ſelves under the migh- 1 Per. 5. 
ty hand of God; and yet how fivpid , how 6, 
inſfenfible , how impenitent. have” youu re- 
mained to-tins very dav , chough you have 
fele che Arrows of 'the Lord flying among 
you ; yeathough you have been cola, If you 7,,_ 18. 
rep-rit , it (hall repent the Lord of the evil beg 
had thought ,, Either to continue upon you , 
or to bring cown on, you : yet aias! where 
are the ſtirrings of your aftettions 1, the 
ſoundings of your bowell-, the me'ting: and 
relentings of your repenting hearts ? O what 
marble breaſts , and hearts of Acamant have 
you ? 

How few are there mourning for all the g,c1... 


. wrongs they have done to the Maj:ſty of God? coed in 


forall che abuſes offered to the prace of God? rheir be» 
Perhaps the fear of Hell ( and ſo indeed ſelf- ing _in- 
love ) hath humbled ſome Ahabs , and made ſenile 
them crouch , becauſe they would .not be go, "_ 
miſerable ; But how few are humbled for 
their abuſe of the love and prace of God by 

Ee 3 their 


Ih 


433 Some Aggraatrops 
their great offences ; Waa: the Lord: com- 
plains ot Ly tie Prophet £ zekriel, of it e bouſe 
of /ſrae!, that they would not hearken to the 
Alſſmger: be ſent then ; but were jmpudent 
avd brrd hearted . nay be: again renzwed a- 
phing Englard, and all its dominivns : the 
1ea:*! Of {tune Is not yet taken away, avhere 
is che man, almult , thay can fay, God bath 
Tob 21, made my heart ſoft > Though you have born 
I6, arms aza:ntt Gud ; though you have finned 
a:anlt che Lord with an high hand z though 
vpn ſeit-rryal you may find thoſe 'very Ying 
am-naft you , winch brought Fire and Brin 
Pal 4 2 ftone on Sodom and Gommrah, and deſolation 
'* on Fſrael ; yet alas! when were tears thy 
3, drink ? Wizen didlt thou make thy 'Bed to 
« ſwim ? Is thy beauty gone away torcrouble ? 
Dot chou abhor chy ſelt in duſt and aſhes te» 
Know fore the Lord ? Perhaps in Rama there 14 & 
(Reader) voice heard , Lamentation , apd weepiny, ard 
that the great monynirg ; Rachel weeping ſor ber:chil- 
Authors dren , tat dye by.tle Sword , or Peftilerge , 
Pen had or are purnt it their beds ; Pcrl:aps in Londoo, 
proceed- and tlroughout che Land, there are ſome 
4 thus tears ſhed for the { 14/5 of fire that God hath 
far, be- ſcattered ( the lait week ) over that famons 
fore be ardantignt City ; Byr how, tew are mourning 
beard'ef for their price, worl:ligefs , contempt of the 
thi late M:nifters, and Apoltages,, tor which: God 
dreadful ſeems to be contending not only by | ghe 
Barning Sword, and the Pelhilencez but by Fire 
-of Lon- 
con : the following liner ſhew thee what: impreſſions ut 
v;ade on bis thous bts , and Gould on thy Sowl. hh 
wit 


Ezth, 
3. Þ. 
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of their Meſcarriages. 
with us? where are the Dov+s »f the V alleys » 
all of therms mourning , every one for bus iniquity} 
A | haraoh may lo tar repent. , as © ſay, 7 aks 
away the Plague ; but few cry Out , Takes 4- 
way iniquity ; Few dereit their fins , jew 
loath tizem, tew are fo burthened with themy 
as that they defire icartily to tave them takes 
away. Polhbly Sin in its efteRs , in its (ad 
conſequences ( as it confines mento te Pelt- 
houſe , as it endangereth health and Ite, as 
i is the founder of graves and hells , as it 
burns up your houſes and goods ) is lomeway 
burthenſom , but few are troubled with it , 
as it grieves , refifteth , and quencherh the 


E wet. 


Spirit of God , as it isa piece of tae higheſt bp y 
ingratitude , and as it kicks againſt the breatts Hof. 14. 


of mercy : And therefore no wonder it Few 


are to be found mourning for othey mens ſinnez. * 


Though-Je/as Chri/# be Wer, 
and put to open ſhame : though the blefſed Sps- 
rit of our God be always vexe« and reſted: 
though there be ſo much Acheiim ,  Epicu- 
riſm , contempt of God , and his Ambaſla- 
dours and Goſpel, Blaſphemy, Violence, 
Falſhood , Pride, Adultery , Sodomy : 
though there be ſetting up the po(ts of men , 


 withan apparent contempt of Gods holy in- 


Fieutions : though all the (ins, -for which 
God caft oxe the Heathen , and caft off his 1ſ- 
racl oe found amongſt us , and cheſe highly 
agoravated , and innumerable circumftinces 
yet ſhow lictle are we concerned therein? 
How ſeldom do we expreſs our inward for- 
rows by Tears and'Faſts? David hebeld the 

Ee4 T ra»ſ- 


Of orhe 
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440 Some Aggravations 
T ranſyreſſours, and was grieved ; becauſe they 
kept not Gods word : H orrour ſerzed 6» him ;; 
becauſe they made void Gods Law : Yea Ri» 
vers of water ran own bu eyer ? becauſe men 
Pſal. kept not Gods Law : But where is the ſorrow- 
119. Ing after a Godly fort > Where are tie weep- 
158, ing Jeremiah's, Naltons , 1 \rdhopes ? or 
; whole Soul , like Lots, « wered ( pierced ) 
126, Pith the unclean converſation of the wicked ? It 
1 Pet,2z, Ever God did call us to — and to 
7 mourning , this is the day ; but behold joy 
and gladneſs, ſtaying Oxen, killing ſheep, 
eating fleſh, and drinking wine ; Let wa eat 
and drink , for to morrow we ſhall die. And 
it was revealed in mine ears, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts ; Surely this iniquity hall not be purged 
Tſa. 22, from you til you die , ſaith the Lord God of 
12,13, Hoſts, When Eljab faw how iniquity a- 
I 4+ bounded , bow the worſhip of God was 
cruſhed , how things went among the great 
ones of choſe wicked times, how Idolaters 
we'e countenanced , the faithful! prophets 
durſt not ſhew their faces, he is ſo burthen- 
edat what became of this , that he knows not 
1 Kings how to live : /t « enough , take away my life: 
19. 4: He'is weary of the world , werry of his own 
Land , though the beſt under the cope of 
Heaven : yea he thinks it a good time to re- 
move , that his exe may ſee no more of theſe 
deteſtable things , and that his Soul may be no 
Jonger prick'd with theſe ſcratckirg Briars: 
But che ſearcher cf Hearts knows how litrle 
we have been affeRed with all the ſh;pwracks 
faith and conſtience, that our eyes haye _ 
| w 
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of their Miſcarriazes: 
how ſeldome our heads have wveen fountain! ef 
rear! , how ſeldome we have mace our bow” 
5 Bochims , how inſenfible we have been of 
all che ung odlineſs ard wwrighteouſneſe, which 
we and our people are gmiity of, Wo is us, 
we have not been wewnded through Gods 
fides : we have not ſympathiſed with a Chriſt 
\. Cyucified every Cav; Butlike Galle, we bave 
not laid theſe things to heart : And yet we 
have {till ( impudently enough ). laid claim 
to Chriſt and the priviledges of the New 
Tefttamenc, purchaſed by his bloud z Though 
we never followed Chriſt to the Croſs weeping 5; 
though we have hardly ſhed one tear for all 
the contempt and abuſe of him, which is 
Epidemical , which abounds from Dan to 
) Beerſheba , from one part of the Nation to 4- 
nother, We pretend we have great ſor- 
rows , though they are not exprefled by 
tears, in a ſenſitive manner : we think to re- 
lieve our ſelves with the dryneſs of our con- 
ſtirution ; and yer we have tears more than a 
good many , to expreſs our ſorrows by z; it a 
Relation drops into the Earth, we can follow 
the Herſe wringing our hands and beating 
our breaſts : if an Eſtate ( which we have 
por by carking cares , by negle& of duties, 
rt- duties, and family-duties) be in ene 
day conſumed, and diffolved by a flame into 
aſhes , we then can expreſs our ſorrows by 


| 
| 


weeping and lamentation : witneſs ſome of 
your howlings, your cries ar the late Deſola- 
tion by Fire 5 But commune with your own 

bearrs , whether you were ever made ſo ſen- 


J. 


Zech.7. 


I2, 


3. 


Sane. AgTTRALPES 
ſible, ever lo aftecc «aw juwik with the cons 
fidergtion of tie honvur , thac God hach loſt 
by you , and by choulſands like your ſelves } 
Was od ever more affronted by a proteſ- 
{ing people, than by us > Was ever Chrilt fo 
ſec at nauph:, as ot late times 2 Was he ever 
more deſpiſed in his Perſon, Othces, and In. 
ticutions, by the Khabſbeka's of the Earth , 
than he hath been lately by them, who have 
had a form ot godlineſs ? and yet our beart, 
are bard as an Adamant, O! what grounds 
have you to queltion all your mourning for 
your own {ins , Whillt you mourn not for 
theſhns of others 2 Did you mourn for lin, 
asitis again God 2 You would mourn for 
other mens fins z; for they are againit the 
Lord alfo : You would be like £zre, be reu 


Erxa. 9 bis garments . pwull'd off ibe hair of bu beard, 


fate dawn aftonifhed for the ſinfull marriages of 
the praple : But: we are inſenible ; though 
God'be much more di{honoured by the A- 
dulterers and Adukerefies ; by the Blaſphe- 
mers and Artheitts z by the Worldlings and 
Apoſtates , 'who ſwarm -in the midit of us. 
How can we perſwade our ſelves that the 
love of Gad is ſhed abroad in owr hearts, whillt 


| he is ſo much refle&ed on;and yer we no way 
- (uirably )) affeted therewich 2If & Child, 


it a Father, if an Husband, if a Friend, be in- 
jured-;' thou art much affected with the 1n- 
jury; bot notſo withall the afrones that the 
Sens of Bell put-upon the blefied God eve- 
ry-day. How car we- imagine 1n the leaſt 
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tha: we. have any-true love tothe Souls of þ 
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of thee Miſcarregge 
our Neighvours , waht. we oghold them 
liting up the heel againit ' their Maker, , 
wounding-and detiroying cheir. Souls by their 
ins; and yer we not ligu z if not weep. ig 
ſecret for the deſperate uazards they arg runs 
ping ? Nays how can you imagine you loye , 
your telves, your eliates, liberues, hyes, Fe. * 
whillt God is provoked tv rune you and 
them for their greac proyocations ? ' You 


know one Achan broughtta Plague upon the Joſh, 7. 


whole body of [ſradl ; and yet lis' fin was 
ſecret. But we have .Street-Drankards:, 
$,reet-Swearers , Street-Adulteregs and A- 
dulcereſlcs , $:reec- Scoffers ac Piety-and the 
Worſhip of God : Andare ye aot In danger 
to partake of che Plagues thas theſe (ins. are 
crying for > Andwhat yet are-your: hearts: as 
inſenlible, as KRecks I The Lord be'-mercituH 
to you, and rake ont the heart-of fone. - 
How can you be free from being guilty of all 


—_ TT ww vo w TY = ww 7 -2 


WY co” 9 © 


_—_ —_— 
Tau Ty” 


the known fins of 'the land, whut you do 
got mourn for tliem beforethe Lord} 

Nay , to ſhew' yet | che greatneſs of yorr yes, of 
ſtabbornneſs ,- you are mſey//ble. not only (of the 10- 
your own , and other mens þns;; but of be on _ 
token of Gody diſpleaſurt 'againih thoſe ſinniv. TEEN 
God hath empriied ps from Veſtel ro 'Veflet ; agaznſ 
followed us with the- Sword and Piftdlence , Sin, | 
and wondertwly ſolately-by dr eadfall flows: : 1fa. 22. 
God hath ſpoyled us of our glory ,” and hum- 45... 
bled us as low as duſt and aſher-t it is'8 timew of Joel 2, 
treading down z and tleretore weſhould weep 2. 
birterly : iK is 4\day'sf darkneſs and of g/conns- 
neſt, day of Hands, and of thick, mi © : 

- 


Eph. 4 


19, 


Pra. 
137-1, 


« Vie He grdvatfons - 
We have had fuch a Plag ne, as never the lhe: 
ſuch a Fire hath been kmdled, as zever the 
like amongſt us : the Proteſtant Nations are 
very low , and 'the Antichriſtian very bold 
and confident z yet we can lardly hang our 
bays wpon the Willows ; but as if our hearty 
were paſt feeling , wt are inſenfble both of 
finand wrath, O ! 1 hear ſome cry out of 
bard times ;, but there is much} more reaſon 
to cry out of hard brartsr. Weare coo much 
:like Grdeons dry fleece}, and like the Afoun- 
(#ains of Gilboa, or rather ke Jonah falt 
"aſleep 5 though che Winds blow , the Sea 
roar, and make « noyſe, and we are ready 
co be daſh'd every hour again? the RCs. | 
confeſs Iſrael! was an'hard hearted people; 
-bur yer they mourned , they'cryed with 4 
lvoyce , they wept when they rememb-ed Zion; 
$6 have not we : The Rod of old was the on- 
ly engine , by which Mo/er was to work all 


'his miracles, onthe Rock, on'the e/Egyp'i- 


ans, on the more obiurateTſracl: Bit the 
Rock y Pharavh, and Iſrael, were ſooner (en- 
ſible of the Rod, than we have been. How 
do we evacuate and reproach , fruſjrate and 


'. defame all Gods Methods? and pronounce 
. to l{ the world, thar God hath- miſcarried 


in his deſign-upon us ? God hath not yet heard 
Ephraim bemoaning him elf. It is true God 


hath chaſtiſed xs; bot we have not been a: 


ſenſible as the Bullock , nor ſo ſoon tamed : 


: we have not been mended wider the Rod, 
- nor edified. by the "dolefall' Leftuver ,- chat] 


+ God hath read us. Therefore thug ſaith the 


Lord 
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Lord God , Hoe to the bloody City, I will e+ 
veu make the pole for us. Heap on E xek_ 
weed, kindlethe fire, conſume rhe fleſh,and ſpree ut 24+9 » | 
yell, and let the bones be birt; Then ſet 8 102 Il 
empty wpon the coals thereof , that the braſs of 33 13» 
it may be bot , and may burn , and that the 
filthineſs of it may be molten in it , that 'the 
ſcuns of 1t may be conſumed, She bath weavi- 
ed her ſelf with lyer , and ber great ſcum ment 
vot forth ont of ber : her ſeams ſhall be in the 
fire. In thy filthimeſs is lewdneſs , becauſe 1 
have purged thee , and thin waſt not purged , 
thou ſhalt not be purged from thy filthineſs any 
more , till I have cauſed my fury to veſt upon 
thee, Jeruſalem (hall be þ«r»t, and why? 
In thy filchineſs uw lewaneſ; , thou art obſti- 
nate, hardned jn wickedneſs : Obinacy in 
Sin is worſe than the Sin it ſelf. Teruſalen 
had Prophets., Ordinances, Sabbaths , Sacri- 
ficer , Mercies, Fudgemems, by which God 
would have purged her , bug ſhe was not puyg* 
ged , She dd not humble herſelf for her 
lins, the ſewm went not off. Therefore thus 
ſaith the Lord God, Woe to the blaody City, 
to the port , whoſe ſcum is therein , and whoſe Exch. 
ſenrm 15 not gone out of it , bring it out piece 24- 6, 
by prece , let no lot fall on it. T hou haſt ſtricken 
them , but they have not grieved , thou baft Ter 5.3. 


| conſumed them ;, but they have refuſed to ve 


cerve correflion , they have made their fatts 


harder than a rock , they bave refuſed to vet- | 
turn. Thitis a Nation , that obeyeth not the Jer.7, 
voice of the Lord their God , nor receiveth cop- 28, 
ref; on, How many years hath. the werd'6t 
X the 


UM 


446: Sowe hy gy vation). 
the Lord come tows, that you (hoyld creams 
Jn 4-4: £{e-your ſelves toghaxLord , and take away the 
© fore-thin of your haarts , ye men of Jutiah, a»d 
4 anbabitants of Jeraſalem , left my fury come 
' farth Like Fart, and bur , that none can 
guench it 3 becauſe of the evil. of your dotng: | 
And hath not the Lord cat off in bis fierce an- 
ger the born of {ſracl, and burned againſt m 
Lam. 2.4&8 «flaming fire , which devoureth round a+ 
3, 4+ hout.? Ne hath youred out bir fury like Fire, 
4 \And yet how few. brhold the deſolations that ht 
hath made ? How many look on this Judge- 
ment as chance, But conlider not the hand 
of the Lord that is gone out againit us? Do 
nor ſome ſay in the pride and ftoutneſs of they 
Iſa. 9. hearts, the Bricks are fall'n down, but«m 


IO, will build with hewn ſtones : the Sycamores an 
Iſa. 26.eut down , but we will change them into Cedar! 
9, When judgement is executed , and God: 


hand is lifted up , men ſhould fear , and /ram 
righteouſneſs ; But if you will Rill go. on in 
wickedneſs, God will reckon. with you for 
deſpiling him , and his judgements. I douht 
not but thouſands and ten thouſands are ſen» 
ſenſible of poverty coming in upon them and 
theirs, as an armed man , irrig{tably : Butl 
fear we are t00 inſenſible that it is the Lords 
controyerhe with us ' How ſoon was the 
Peſtfential Judgement 1orcor + Were not 


- men as vile Drunkerds , Serifualiſts, Sabbaths | 
breakers , Onpreflors, and Unclean finct | 


. thedreadfull Plag..e , as betore ? and othen 
as proud and formal (ince che Playe , as bes 


fore? That: Arrow ſhot lo remarka-lv + from | 


Heaven, 
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of their Mſtarrs avs © 449? 
** [Heaven , was ſoon turgot :+ And now that : 
be | the fury of the Lord hath been upon the 
"4 Grey ( and therein upon che whole Land 
in the lare ſhower of Fire , Iam afraid, that ; 
«a | even this Diſpenſation will be forgotten , at "8 
'# | leaſt not improved as it ought to be : Many + .? 
«- | and many a time have I feared , thatrhe Lord 74, 29. 
u | bach powred upon the ſpirit of 4 deep ſteep 710, 
6 | and that the Jndgement on Ariel, 1s de- 
*: | ſcended on us : Like men in a deep ſleep, 
f | we are not able to with-ſtand the Judge- 
* | ment, and like ſuch, we have been in- 
d | ſenſible who hath wounded us, or why we 
0] are wonnded: We have .not- confidered 
# | the deſerving Cauſe, ( Pride, Careleſsneſs, 
' | Intemperance, Idleneſs, &c. ) and what way 
'} to heal our ſelves, and extricate our ſelves 
} outof our miſeries ? Like a wild Bull in @ net, Iſa. 51. 
4 | that can hamper and enrangle it ſelf more-and 20, 
'f more; but rakes no courle to wind its telf 
if out of its. miſery, Who ſearcheth for' che 
i Achan , that bath troubled our Iſrael 7 Who 
tf fits down , and juſtifieth God ? Who con- 
| demneth himſelf for Pride., for. contempr 
|} of the Goſpel, for Luxuty , for Idleneſs , 
|} for Covetouſneſs, and ophaning Gods 
' | Sabbaths.? The Lord Bumble vs; for the Bel. Jey,.6. 
| lows are burnt), the Lead is conſumed , 4nd yet 2.9, 
| the Foinder melteth in vain. The Lord took 
'F itill from the men of Jadah, when the 
F were not uirned by the ſignes he gave th 
{ by Ezekiel, When he'was to take 4 Tile 1 Er; ye 
ard.-ponrtr ay Jeruſaltth. upon it , and Jay ſite, OE? 
| 4gainftit y* Sc. When lit was to lge pot bu |) 2.2” 
_—_—_ 
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Ezek. 


It. 3, 
23, 


Erec. 


I2. 19, ;hallb: laid waſte. 


Some Aggreuations - 


Wer by mraure , and 00 bake his Cakes with 
the deng of mas : Waen lie was 00 take a Ra. 
for , and ſhave iis head and beard , and to 
buyn 4 third part with fire, and to ſmite 4 third 
part with a knife , and athird part tO /catter 
1n the wind ; and tO bind up a few bairs in his 
thirts , and to crabe of them again, and to caf 
them into the mid} of the fire : Waen by theſe 
and ſuch lice (1znes, they were not awake- 
ned out of their ſecuricy , when they re- 
formed not , when they feared not the wrath 
and judgem2nc of God ; but faid, 7: 5s not 
near , Let us build houſes : Then the glory of 
the Lord went up from the mid} of the City, 
a4 Ford upon the Mountain , which is on the 
E aft ſide of the City, And when the glory de- 
parted, then « Thus ſaith the res of the 
T1babicante of Jzrulalem , and of che Land of 
Iſrael, They (hall eat their Bread with care- 
fulne/;, and drink thetr Water with aſtonich- 
ment, &c. Aad the C ities that are wnhabited 


T herefore , thus ſaith the 


39, Lord G14 , As the V ine-tree among the T rees 
oF the Forreſt, which I have given to the fire for 
fuel, ſo will I give the Inhabitants of Jerula- 

Ezek. lem, AadT will ſet my face againſt them , 

15. 6,7. and they thall g12 out from oe fire , and another 


fire chall devour them. 
a:tend chem, that E zekie! (though the, Meſ- 


S ich ruines were to 


Ezek, fengec of chem) yer muſt feb » with the 


left ge 395. dajes : Nucn he way to drink. 


21.5, breaking of his loynes, and with bitterneſs ; 
I2, yea , be muſt cry and howl, and [mite up bis 
thigh. You may ealily imagine, it God 

| were 
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of thetr ' Miſc arriages. "449 
were ſo angry with Judah for their infenſi- 

bleneſs of bis wrata , when it hung in the 

Cloud ot threatnings and T ypes : How much 

more will he be provoked to fary , it we lay 

not to heart chole feartull Gons and tokens 

of his wrath now ta: the doud is diflolyed 

into the Peſtilence , Sword » and Fire? Of, 16; 
that my bowells may ſound like an Harp for x 1, 
England ! O that my brad were waters, a 

m ne exes 4 fountain of tears, that I might Ter. 94 
weep 4ay and night O that for the mnwnta'ns 1 1x, 

I could take up aweeping ar4 wailing; becauſe 

they are burnt up ; beeauſe Jeruſalem is made 

hears, becun'e Gods fury went ont like Fire , 

and burned1 that none cold quench it 3 becauſe 

of the evil of their doirgs!! O ye Sons of men, : 
write you the name of the day , even of the ſame Jer. 21>, 
day , the God of Heaven ſet himſelf againſt 17 
Jeruſalem this ſame day, How oft did we Ezek. 
profane chac day by gluttony, ex efive fteaſt- 24+ 2+ 
n3s, gothpings witiin dores, by vnnecel. 

fary walks and ſports, without dores > How 

did we cry , when will the Sabbath be gone , Am?s 8, 
that we may- acrtend- 0::r callings? Shall not 5, >, 9+ 
the Land tremble for thu? and every one mourn, 

that dwelleth therein ? Your Sun is gone down 

at Noon-dey. God bath turned your Feaſts 

18to mourning and all your Songs into La- 
mentation, How dare Fou now make mirth? 

Wuar, Now drink Wine in Bawls? The 

Lord take away the heart of teane , and give tt 

hearts of flelb, The Lord powy out a #þirit of 


" mourning upon all the Land, that we may lay 


to heart the wonderfull efeRs of Gods ſors 
Fr 415 


450 ' Some Aggravations 
diſpleaſure. © to them that are at taſe, and 
are not grieved for the afflitt;on of Joleph. 

Amo: 6. Shall not the Iſles (hakeat the ſound of thy fallt 
1.6, Shall not the Princes of the Sea come down 
from their T hroxes , and lay away their Rober, 
and put off therr broidered garments , and cloth 
Exch. them/elves with trembling , and ſit upon the 
36, 15, ground , and be att om(hed at thee? and take 
16,17 , up 4 lamentation for thee, and ſay, how art 
18, thou deſtroyed ? thou that waſt inhabited by 
Seafairing men , the renowned City. which was 
ſtrong in the Soa , She and ber Inhabitants ? 
Now let the Iſles tremble in the day of thy fall. 
P[al.46, Come behold the works of the Lord , what de- 
8. folations he hath made in the earth. Delola- 
tions by the Sword , Deſolations by the Pe-+ 
ftilence , and deſolations by Fire. Some 
ſmart that others may Fear, Now all theſe 
things happen for examples, ard they are wrut- 
ten for our admonition « upon whom the ends of 
? Cor. the World are come. God means not only to 
I9, It. puniſh , but to teach , andnort only the pre« 
ſent generation , but all generations to the 
end of the World > O. the much precious 
blood that the Sword hath devoured ! How 
many thouſands hath the Peſtilence ſwept a- 
way 2 And now one of the myſt flouriſhing 
Cities of the Chriſtian World , famous for 
the Goſpel, famous for frequence of Trat- 
fick, in a few days lyes buried in Aſhes, or 
Rubbiſh. If we have any bowells of pity , 
let us weep with them that weep , let us com» 


miſerate the grievous ſufferings of multitudes | 
of Men : Women , and Children, Ir is | 
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of thery. Miſterreages. * 45k 
certainly now, 4 time to weep , and nor to . he 
laugh.. And mult our Jeremiah's complain cciefe 
ot England. Tiitstsa Nation that obeyeth 3. 4- 
not the voice of the Lord their God , noy reces» Ts 
veth correftion ? It ſome amonglt us are ſenfi- _— 
ble of che hear of che Fire, and other plagues, 
yet we mourn not, we do not. habitually 
mourn for thoſe ins and proverations , which 
have moved God ty do this work , this frange : 
work upon us and againſt us : Potſibly ſome 
cry and howl for the Goods and Houſes, that 
are conſumed by Fire , and for their Friends 
whom che Sword and Peſtilence have devou- 
red : But how few are mourning in ſecret 
. tor their contempt of Carit and i115 Goſpel , 
| for controlling and checking che Spiric of 
God, for their ſpending away ſo mvchcime 
| and firengthto get a litle money, and neg- 
lecting to g-ve all diligence to make their cal- 
ling and ele&ion ſure? you have mourned for 
| vour filver ſhrines ; bur nor for the pride , 
| careleſnets, and covetouſneſs of your hearts: 
| you fear poverty and reproach' will be your 
| portion 3 but why do you not fear what will 
be che iſſue of the hardne(s of your hearts ? 
Hear ye the Word of the Lord , They aye nor 
humbled unto this day, neither have they fear- : 
ed , nor walkgd m my Law, therefore thus 
ſaith the Lavd of Hoſts, the God of ljrael, 5,, ; 
Bebold I will ſet my face againſt you for evil, ,* 33, 
and to cutoff all Judah. I even 1 will utterly *** ;-4þa 
| forget you, and 1 will fat/ake you, and the *> 
' City that] gavt you, Ge, and will bring an ') 
everlaſting reproach upon yow , Oc. . And it 
we -2 Ft 2 vou 


I[a.28, 
I, 
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you will not, ater all cos, torn. unto the 

Lord, read your doom, / will make them 

like vile figs that cannot be eaten , they are (» 

evil, &c. I here gublith my fears to all the 

World :- I am atraid chat our view of the de- 
ſolations that God hath wrought , are too 

ſhort and tran{zent , and tlat fome want hu- 

manity in their being inſenlible of the plagues 

and miſerics of their Brethren, and more 

want the ſpirit ot mourning for their own 

and other mens (ins. Nay are there none 

Exh." vf tic Race of Ammon left , who ſay Aha a- 
25+ 336, gainſft Gods Sanituary , when it was profaned , 
#14 an aint the L aad of [ſrael, when it war de« 
Provil7 alate ! at lca't rejoyced in heart ? Behold God 
F. wil ſtretch oxt ts hand upon [uch a people. He 
Lak.13, that is glad at calaguities, (hall not be wunpu- 
2:3,4»5- med. Tac lowerof Silo tell to lead 0- 
Ezth. rthersto repentance. If any will ſ:off and 
25.5 9. b aſpheme as che Moabites , by ſaying , the 
Pal. Hauſe «f Judal s like unto all the Heathen , 
137. 7. who have not (uftered more, nor fo much 
Etch. as they : Guvd knows how to open the ide Of 
12, 1:, Moab, and to let in the Sword and ruine ap- 
It, cn cliciy ſtrongeſt Cities: And it the Chul- 
e1cn of E dom, who were long ago for razin 
dawn our 7 erulalem to the foundation dow, 
rejoice, God will remember them , and make 
them deſolate, and lar bis vengeance on Edom: 
V. ts And it any ot the bordering Philiſtines ſhall 
* > * deal by revenge , and take vengeance with 4 
"2 * de/pightfill beart y God knows how to ſtretch 
out his hand upon them, and to deſtroy the 
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remnant of the Sea conſt , and to execute great © 
Vengeance bs 


# 


[ 
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of therr Miſe arriages. 
vengeance upon them : And if any of our 
Neighbours round abou: ſhall with 7'yru9 ſay 


azainlt Ferw/alem , Aba ſhe is brokrn , that «+ 


w.# the gates of the people , ſhe 5 (rnd unto , 
« , we ſhall be repleniſned, now that [he 1s 
laid waſt: God can ſown ſtrap theſe Mountains by 
cauſing many Nations to come up ag unſt thers : 
4s the Sea canſeth his Waves to com? 4p, and 
ſcrape their duſt from them , and make them 


like the top of a Rock, God cannot beay it that 1m; 


the Heathen ſhould be inſulti-g, whilſt be 15 2, 
correfting his own : and therecore God hath 
confirmed it by an Oath that he will ceal ſe- 


verely with ſuch Mockers. have heard of Z eph. 2, 
the reproach of Moab, &c. therefore as [ live 8,9, 10, 


ſaith the L1g, of Hoſts , tbe God of Itael, 


{urely Moat hall 5: as Sodom, &c. Ad [ L ech. 8 
am ſore di/pleaſed with the Heath:r , that x5, 


are at eaſe," for I was but a Ulnitle, difplea- 
ſed , and they. belped forward the affiit;on. 
Leave we theſe co the Righceoufne's of G od, 
and let us re:urn to our ſelves : whillt they 


are wſulting , may we be on humbling and | 
repenting Work. God is come 4own, and bath Fa. 6. 


done terrible things, that we lokel wot for « 4. 


we have been viſited ; but not with the common '\ 119» 
viſitation of all:prople, God hath ſtrange pu. "6+ | 
niſhments for the workers of $149 41t)» « And job 31. 


© n0 wonder,. when ſtrange Oaths have been 3+ 
© minted of later times that our Forefathers 
* never beard of : there have been firange 
* wayes of Epicuriſme and Giuttony : (Irange 
. © wayes of uncleanne(s : ſtrange unknown 
« faſhivns in apparel : and for Frayd, cnext- 

'S 3 c&< ns 
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© ing, and Tricks of Legerdemain they have 

ef freſh and new , and trequent every day, 

« Hath not God then a jv!t controverhe 

« with his people? It the Lord draw our 

« Judpements that were never heard of be- 
4 e+ fore , and make vs fipns and wonders to che 
« world, and arr aftoniſhment to all Nati- 
: e-ons , may we not juſtitie his proceedings ? 
« If we exceed onr Forefathers Sins , what * 
« wonder is it, itwe feel Judgements , that 
« they were never (enlible of ? 


A 4 


CHAP, XXXIX, 
What uſe Profeſſours ſhould make of this 


Quarrel Nd' now ( Profeflour) to all tl.y for- 
not wirh mer Sins, do not add this great abomi- 


the Glals, nation , that , having had the Glaſt of the 
Word , ſo faithfully revealing many of thy 
ſins ro thee , thou ſhouldſt go away and 
ſtrait forget what matror of man thou haſt 
been, Letnot Satan tempt thee tor quarrel 
with the enterpriſe ; for tliat the 'Glaft is not 
broad enovgh to ſhew to thee all thy Rains? 
and Ceformities : know here are enorgh,” 
preſented to thy view , to ſay thee low e-- 
nongh in Hell without Repentance. Per; 
y haps: 
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haps alſo by thy corrupt reaſon thou cant 
plead tor one or two particulars, or bring 4t 
wider debate , whether they ave ſtains or not ? 
But know to the confulion of thy face , here 
are ſpots, wnqueſtionable ſpors diſcovered, 
and ſuch as are not the ſpots of Gods Children. 
Buc wouldſt thou improve thus ( or any 0- 
ther ſuch ) Glaſs for the good of thy Soul ? 
Lec Gods Honour , and tiy precious Souls 
everlaſting weltare perſwade thee-to receive 
in meekne/s and love the following Counſel, 
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I, Reflett on all the particulars , that thou Improve 
mayſt ſee what are thine iniquities, Do not it br pro» 
behold only , and ſo goe away : be not gonoB. 
contented with ſlight apprevientions ; but carjon 
mule, that the Fire may burn : Conſider how and Mes 


ofc in the Bill of Attainder , thy Conlcience ditation, 


UM 


tells thee thou art guilty. O! ponder theſe 
things i thive heart; chew the Cu4d , recoyl 
upon thy felt : Let the Lord hear one the 
more for thee crying out what have I done : 
How have I provoked the Lord 2 By medita- 
tion retain the memory of thy lins , with all 
their aggravations , as much as thou canſt : 
ſer paſt {ins in preſent view, and poſſeſs the 
ſins of thy youth, as if they were juſt now 
committed : now track the abominations of 
your lives : charge this duty upon thy own 
Soul , as that which muſt be done, as thou 
wile anſwer it at thy peril before God and 
Angels. Perhaps hitlierto you have forgot 
your Corrupt hives, and hearts, as' you have 
your natural faces fort!iwich $ but let it be 
{o no more for Chrilts ſake, |Conſider not 

Ft 4 only 
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only how miny of wcic (115 you have bzen 
Suilty of ; but how trequently, and tor how 
many dayes, or years, tou lzalt lived in 1 me 
of theſe abominations, having » Ofc been Suk. 
ry of the fame tin; chourh "perhaps mer 
knew'ſt ic ro be a lin , and haſt prayed and 
reſolved acainit it : And becauſe the parti- 
culars may ſeem little {ins ( ti1; ugh ina lenſe 
there 15no little tin ; becavle there 15 re }ie- 
tle God , and Gns have their accents and ag» 
gravations from tize perſon, who is affron- 
red ) yer becauſe icis with fin, as it is with 
ſtones, you may carry this tofie and that 
ſtone without trouble, with muci eaſe ; but 
when many little (tones are heaped tozetner, 
they become weighty and heavy to bear : 
therefore I alvite thacs by ſ=riv:.s mediration 
you ſum them up joyn:ly , till your backs , 
or rather your hearts be broken, and you 
rake up the language of the Prophet , Aſy 
Plat. ſins ave paſſed over my head , they are become 
38, 4. foo heavy for me to bear : Refle@ not only 
on thy Pride , and careleſsneſs, and other 
particular miſcarriages ; but put all the Items 
into one main Sum , that it may ſtoop thy 
heart. 

2. Away now, and preſent thy ſelf- be - 
fore the great and holy God , whom thou 
haſt provoked by t!»fe , by all theſe great a- 
bominations , and upon thy knees give glory 
to him by confe [ſing to him at many of thy ſins , 
as thou canſt remember 5 with all their ag gra* 
Joſh. 7. vating circumſtances, Tr is the ſame advice, 
1. that JoFuah gave to aA chan, tell God what 

thou 


Confeſsi- 
on, 
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thou lait done , and Wis tow raft Jeic une 
Cone, Hide jt not from him: Conteſs to 
God all thy low unworthy thoughts ot ium , 
all chy enmity againſt him , Ins Laws, and 
People, &c. Go, and confeſs what envy , 
what malice , what ranckour hath lain in 
thine hearr againſt thy Neighbour : Conteſs 
to the Lord how oft thou on Spoke evil of 
dionitier , Of the blood-rojal , of the tavou- 
rites of Heaven , of the Sons and Daughters 
vf the moſt High , who were moye righteous 
than thy ſelf. Many times thou haſt brag'd 
w.th the Phariſee , what (ins thou haſt not 
been guilty of : now confeſs what chou haſt 
been guilty of.” 1 know it thou art an Hypo- 
crite thou art loth to bring it forth , thou 
thinkeſt it will be a ſhame to thee ; Bur ler 
me cell chee , it is a ſhame that chon art 
guilty of ſo much fin ; bur it is no ſhame to 
acknowledge it. Only in your Confeſſions 
rake this advice, Set your ſinflix order : enu- 
merate the ſeveral ins you have been guilty 
of , and though every numerical thoyght 
and AR of lin is not poſhble to be cited ; yet 
g:ve diligence to find out as many as thou 
can't, and ſpread them before the Lord. 
Bring forth eſpecially _ or ſins , which 
are thy ſpecial fins, whereby thon hoſt moſt 
provoked God. David gave a rouch at his 
Sins in the beginning of his Penitential 
Plalm; but his Adultery and Blood- guilti. 
neſs lay mot ypon him , ard te is never 
ateaſe till he bach vomted them vp in con- 
teſſion. 'T 
Be 
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458 Whot fe Profefſours ſhouls make 
Of all of Be ſure tiien that , upon a review of this , 
thew, orany becter Cacalogue , thou cry unto thy 
heart, as Samnuel to Jeſſe, Are bere' all thy 
Children > Are Vert all thy fins ? He that doth 
: noc confeſs a fin , hath a mind to commit to 
that Sin again. An hypocrite will conteſs 
ſome, ney many , ſins, bur there is one 
fn he isloth to bring forth : it is a Jacobs 
Benjamin, they would keep it back : one 
ſweet bit it covered under the Tongue, But 
certainly it is extreme folly ro impoſe npon 
God ; for he knows every thought of thy 
hearc, yea he knows thy thoughts before 
thou know'tt them:he knew what choughtsIf- 
rael would have in the Wilderneſs, David lay 
ſomewhile under this piece of Hypocrihe 
he kepe Silence a long time,which made þ;; bones 
wax old , his moyſture was turned into the 
Pp ſal. 32. drought of Summer : But at length ( though 
3> 42 5+ ic was long firl{ ) his Gin cage Out, / acknows- 
ledge my ſin wnto thee, and mine iniquity have 
F not hid : [ ſaid T will confeſs my T ranſgreſ- 
foons unto the Lord, Be not like Judas : he 
confeſſerh his becraying of Clrilt , but there 
was a cloſe (in which he would not uncover, 
viz. his covetouſneſs, I meet with many 
who will confeſs ſuch (ins as are moſt in faſhi- 
on, viz. their dulneſs under Ordinances , 
their formality , their vain thoughts in duty , 
&c. But when did you hear Protefiors cone 


telling their envy ac the gifts, graces, and . 


privileges of their Brethren. Pasl's (in was 
perſecuting Gods Church , and how ready is 
he to tel God and all the worldof it? A 
£00d Copy to write after, Brung 


XUl 


of this'diſcovery of their Miſearriages, 459 


bs Bring forth the aggravating cifenmſtances » wich all 
y and lay them before the Lord. Some contels.heir 22- 
4 fin, bur their confeilions are accompanied gravati- 


with ſtrange excuſes and extenuations, viz. 9% 
it waz done through the inſtigation of the 
Devil, it was done inconliderately , ce 
Such are not for ſhaming themſelves betore 
che Lord ; but like Lawyers, plead as well as 
they can for a bad cauſe. Avoyd all extenua- 
" ting Confeſſions : Father not thy Brats upon 
the Devil, leſt thy account ſwell even for 
wronging Satan , when indeed thou walt 3n- 
riced and drawn aſide by thy own luſt. Beware 
of this folly ; for know that extenuaring fin 
aggravates it, and aggravating extenuates fin 
betore the Lord. _ ov. 
Let thy Confeſſion be ingenuous and free, Freely, 
Sometimes Conſcience, like an over-charged 
Stomach , doth ſo over-prels men , that rhey 
cannot hold, but muſt out with their un- 
cleanneſs, &c. Thus it is efpecially when 

the Horrorrs of Death have compaſſed them 
round. This confeſhon of fin proceeds not 

from hatred of lin, and diſplicence with itz _ 
but from fear ef puniſhment : they hope if 

they confeſs fin any how, any way, they ſhall 
obtain mercy , and this makes many throw 

up what otherwiſe they would hide forever. 
But O ! that you would be more -ingenuous 

in your acknowledgements than Phayaob and 
Taudas were , who ſhould fay ſomething upon 

the Wrack , when Gods Hand and Conſci- 
ence pre(t them down, I know what you 

will do upon the peruſing this ſad — 
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tpbat uſe Profeſſours ſhould make. .. 


if God do not ſanctitic the book unto you : 
you will contels (in, but not your own : you 
will fall a cenluring the perſon or party you 
do ngt love, crying out O ! how guiley are 
ſuch and ſuch betore che Lord 2 O! how is 
God duhonoured by them ? how doth Reli- 
gion ſuffer by chem? yea, bur how much 
bath Gods Name ſuffered by thy lighcneſs , 
frothineſs, pride , ſenſuality , back-dliding ? 
Fc. O! run with tears, and confels all thine 
own lins betore God. God requires it, 
Only acknowledge thine iniquity , that thou baſt 
tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord thy God: And 
God cells you it is a means tO obtain remilli- 
on, If ye confeſs your ſins be us juſt and faith- 
full ts for give, Some lay,confeſr,and be bang's; 
bur I ſay confeſs, or you'l be dawn'd. It you 
had rather be damned than be ſhamed , thou 
loveſt thy Name better chan thy Soul : Tae 
Lord be mercitull ro thee , or elſe thou wilc 
Ioſe both , when Chrilt ſhall come to Judge 
the Earth ; for chen whartſoeyer 15 hid , ſhall 
be publiſhed. 

Let your Confeſſion be frequent, yea conſtant, 
wntil at leaſt God hath done away thy in. Ic 
may be you may fear your heart is ſohard, 


that you ſhall but lin by a formal dull con- 


feſſion, or enumeration of your (ins; Burt yer 
do it as well as thou cant, and it thy hearr 
be hard, go, and complain of it to God, and 
beg him to take away the hearc of ſtone : ler 
the (ight of chys hardneſs drive chee the ſoon. 
ner and the oftner co the Throne of Grace, 
and there lye before che Lord , till he cleave 

: the 
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the Rock, tuac che wacers guth our, till thy 
tears vye with thy tins : Do as our Engliſh 
Martyr , who ceaſed not his Confefſhons till 
his hearc was melced and broken for his (ins. 

3. Labonr to get your hearts broken for all Conni- 
your Kebellions ag ainſt God, for all the impu- tion, 
rities ot yuur hearts and lives. Son of Man, 
Pr opheſie and ſay, thus ſaith the Lord , ſay, A Exh, 
Sword, a Swerd i ſharpned , and alſo furbiſh- * ©: Iz 
ed : it is ſharpned to make a great ſlaughter : *©: 
it is furbiſhed that it may gliſtey : /hould we 
then make mirth ? Everr our God hath been 4 ; 
conſumiag fire : and ſhall nor we mourn 2 Heb.12, 
The houſe of Iſrael is becoms droſs , even the ** 
droſs of fuluer , and therefore God hath gathe- Ezeck, : 
red them into the mid/t of Jeruſalem , as they *** 19» 
$4 ber ſilver and braſs, iron, aud lead, an1 tin , 20, lo 
into the midſt of the F arnace, to blow the fire up- 
on it, and hath blown upm them in the Fire 
of bis Wrath , and they have been melted 
the mid/F| thereof ; and ſhall not we lament ? 

Yea God hath been exceedingly diſhonoured 
by Hypocrilie , falſhood, breaking of Vows, 
Murmurings , cruelties , negle&s of his 
Worſhip, &Cc. Should we then make mirth ? 
Have not we great cauſe , even more cauſe 
than ever any people had, to tremble , not 
only at the dreadfull Judgements of God,thar 
are already upon us , and that hang over our 
heads , but at the helliſh impieties , thac 
ſwarm 1n our hearts ? View not only this im- 
perfe& Caralogue , but look from _ to 
the Revelation , and what ever filthineſs wa 

found in Men or Kingdoms, may be foun + 
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upon our skircs : and ſhall not we hang up 
our harps 2 refuſe ro be comforted ? thall 
not we lye down proftrate betore God, and 
pour out water before the Lord, and weep 
till we can weep no more ? Iremble O my 
heart! under all theſe provocations : And 
let your hearts be as the leaves of a treee 
that is ſhaken by the Whirlwind. What fo 
many helliſh luſts ro ſwarm im thy heart ? 
Waat guilty of ſo many millions of iniquities 
azain't che God of H:aven , and yetthou ſe- 
care , light, vain and frothy ? 1 profeſs it [ 
did no: know what a (tone I have wichin , I 
ſhould wonder all the day long , how it 1s 
poſſible we” can ſtand under fo much puilt 
without ſhreiks, cryes , and lamentations : 
I ſhoald wonder how you eat, and drink, 
and ſleep , how you can laugh or fng, whillt 
God 15 ſo provoked. Can { rhink that man 
lives , who is not moved by the weight of a 
moun:ain on his back, Profeſlour, thou halt 
that which is heavier than Mountains of lead 
1pon thy Soul , and yet thou hardly feeleit 
it: Thou doſt not groan under that , which 
drew not only tears of water , but of blood , 
yea clocs of blood , from the eyes and yeins 
of Jeſns Chrik. I wonder how you conti- 
nue your claims to Chriſt , how you can call 
God , Father, Chrit , Redeemer, whit 
you have ſo litcle love co him , and whulit 
you were never pricked at the heart , for all 
che injuries that you and orhers haye done 
him : Waom you love, you are troubled for, 
if he be gnjured , by your ſelves , or —_ : 

ac 
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Bur where 15 your Soul-crouble tor your own 
and other mens fins? Are noc many as ſenſual 
as Ever? as great ſervants ro the fleſh as ever? 
Have you not your Feaſts and Entertainments 
as formerly > Though it be @ day , wherein Iſa, 22, 
the Lord calls to weeping and mourning to 12,13 
baldneſs and girding math ſackeloth : yet be. , , ** 
bold joy and gladneſs , ſlaying Oxew , and kit. * 
ling Sheep ,- eating fleſh , and drinkang wine : 
Aud hath not the Lord ſent youa word , thar . 
may make your knees to tremble ? Is not the 
hand-writing plain? /t was revealed in mine 
ears , by the Lord of Hoſts, Smurely this ini- 
quity ſhall not b: purged from you , till you aye , 
faith the Lord God of Hoſts, O! Fall down 
amazed , fill chy Spirit with horrour , away 
into thy Cloſer : though thou art »» the gail 
of bitterne's , ard bond of iniquity ;, yet pray ts 
the Loyd , if perhapt the thoughts of thy heart , 
and the wickedneſs and prophaneſs of thy 
life , and particularly thy unſeaſonable mirth, 
and fleſhly indulgencies , may be forgives. 
How can you trade with ſo much guile upon 
vou ? You have had your pleas for your co- 
vetouſnelſs , and inordinate affeftions to the 
World , that God bids you provide for your + 
own : But what think'it thou of thy Soul ? Is 
that no part of thine own ? Is that no piece 
of thy charge? O ! Provide for thy Soal : 
Thy Soul cannot be ſafe , whilſt tained with 
ſo many thouſand impurities, which were 
never mourned over to this day, O! Lec 
ſorrow enter into the” very inwards of thy 
heart , and let the inſupportable preſſures ot 
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fin ſink cy very Sout : Myuurn as the tender 
Mother for her o1ly Son : be mm bitterneſs, (0 


17. T0. 2;thou canſt noc reliſh thoſe things , whict 


Pſa. 51. 


|. Jr isrrue, they were under fearful Plagues : 


Lam. 


I, 2,33 


thou ha't hitherco tollowed with ſo much 
eazerneſs : Let the loathſomenels of thy (ins 
be continually betore. thine eyes, as thy 
ſtanding diſh : So ic was with Repenting 
David, My fin is ever before me: So it was 
with the Church , Woe to ws , we bave ſinned, 


H ow doth the (ity ſit ſolutary , that was full of 
people ? How uu (he hecome a Widow , She that 
was great among the N ations , and Princeſ* a- 


4, 9,13, 29g the Provinces , how is (he become trib«- 


zl. 


Lawn, 


3,15, 
I6 


tayy ? -==--- Among all ber Lovers , ſhe hath 
none to comfort her , all her Friends have dealt 
treacherouſly with her, &c. She dwelleth a- 
mong the Heathen , (he findeth noveſt : all ber 
Perſecutours overtoph ber between the ſtraits. 
T he wayes to Lion mourn, &Cc, She came down 
» wonderfully, and ſhe had no Comforter , &c, 
T be E nemy hath magnifi:d himſelf, &c. From 
above bath he ſent fire into my boner, and it pre- 
vaileth againſt them , &c. All mine Enemies 
have heard of my trouble , they are glad that 
thou haſt done it. The Lord hath burned a- 


 gainſt Jacob like a flaming fire, which de- 


voureth round about, &Cc. All they that paſs by, 
clap their hands at thee : they hiſs , and wag 

the head, at the Daughter of Jeruſalem, ſay- 
ing , Is thir the City , that men call, the Per- 


Lam. 4. fettion of Beauty , the Joy of the whole Earth? 


6,1, 
6, 


All thize Enemies have opened they month a+ 
gainſt thee ; they hiſs , and gnaſh the teeth , 
a" 
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and ſay , We have ſwallowed ber up : Certain 
ly this us the day we looked for, We have found, 
We bave ſee it, The puniſhment of the int- 
quity of the Daughter of my people , is greater 
than the puniſhment of the ſin of Sodom , that 
was overthrown 4s in a moment, and no hand 
itayed on her. The Lord hath accompliſhed 
his fury , be hath powred out bis fierce anger , 
and hath kindled a fire in Zion, and it bath de- 
voured the foundations theresf. The anger of 
the Loyd hath divided them, &c, Our Inbe- L 
ritance is turned to Strangers : our Houſes 10 
Aliens, Our Necks are winder Perſecution , 
Ie labour , and havenoreſt. Servants bave 
ruled over us : there i1none to deliver us ont of 
their band, Our thin was black like an Oven : 
brcauſe df the terrible Famine. They raviſhed 
the Women in Liofi, and the) aids in the Ci 
ties of Judah. Bur yet they mind not cheir 
miſery , ſo much as their fin, oe wnto us ; 

for we have ſinned. Inorder to the promos 
ting of this godly ſorrow, 1 do importune 
thee , with the higheſt fervency I can, thac 
thou ſeperate ſome extraordinary time , to 

humble ely ſelf , by Paſting and Prayer , 

thar God would give thee Repentance , for 

thine own, and thine other mens fins : Per- 
haps to this day thou halt never obſerved one 

in order tothe getting of a broken heart. O 

that I could now prevail with chee ; for this 

is the means, that God hath bleſt again and 
again : Oa ſuch dayes God hath ſoftned ma- 
fiy an heart , and caſt out the Devil of ſecu- 
tity and hardaefs , which coult not be caft 
Gg 01T 
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am. 5; 
2, 8.10, 
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Out in ordinary times of waiting upon God : 
- Let thy main requeit on that day be tor a 
deep conlideration of all thy fins, with all 
cheir ſeveral azgravations , and a Geep [tu- 
miliation for them, Ol! 1 beſeech you, if 
you have any love co Chriſt, ro the credit 
of Religion , to your periſhing Souls , break 
through all bufinefles and impediments, ar:d 
retire your ſelves, and fall down at the toot- 
ſtool of God, more folemnly, than ever you 
did : If you are, by the conlideration of 
your provocations, humbled in che very 
du, beſure to keep Conſcience tender 
Let not your convictions dye , firike again 
and again, ſmite on the thigh again and a- 
gain, whilit the Tron is hot : This fire may 
be kept alive , by bringing new fuel to it, 
Labour exquili:ely to a'flitt your Souls, that 
you ſhould be lo tooliſh , ſo vile, as under 
Cl\riſts Livery , to commit ſo great , and (o 
hideous abominations. Take words, and 
lay , Othe Light that I have abuſed" O the 
means of Grace that I have ſlighted | O the lit- 
tle ſervice that I bave done to Chriſt! O the 
many diſ-ſervices | Lettheſe things cut , and 
grave , and a.flift, and humble thy Soul ex- 
ceedingly from morning to evening , and 
from evening to morning , till God be paci- 
fied towards thee : beware leſt the motions 
of a lazy heart cauſe thee to deſiſt ſooner, A 
patient that hath had a long diſeaſe , muſt 
continue in the uſe of the preſcriptions , till 
tlic i11 humour be purged away, t 
: : 4» Let | 
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4+ Let your ſorrow be accompanied with Indigna« 
deteſiatzon. See all your lins and loath them, yjog,” * 
and your ſelves two, Thus is promiſed, they 
ſhall loath their ways and doings which are not 
good? O! how much lin have we contel- 
ied, which yet we heve {ecreftly bygd in 
our hear's ! Lavour co bave your hearts rife 
again({ your pride, wyporrifie, &c. Hate 
fn not only tor Hell , butas Hell, yea hate 
your ſelves tor your ins, yea hate your ſelves 
that you C2n hate your {ins no more, O that 
my hatred of my Luſt: might be greater than e- 
ver my (ove was unto them' I wiſh from my 
Soul Proteſlors were more apprelientlive of 
Gods Judgements , that are upon them and 
the Nation for their fins : I wiſh many of 
us were come up to che frames of che hard- 
hearced Jews , and expreſſed ſo much ten- 
derne(s , as they did, when Gods hand was 
heavy upon them , their ns alſo were an bea- 
vy barden : In their afflittion they ſought God | 
early : key mourned ani humbled theme» Hoſ-Ts 
ſelves very much ; though with the removal *+* 
of their crouble , their ſorrows wore away. , 
However be not ſatished witch this ſorrow ; 
but labour for ſuch forrow as David had , 
when he was wounded in his heart for fin , 
though NVathar told him his fin was forgiven, 


| yet he continued his ſorrows for l:is great 
| cranſgreſhons : Lahour I beſeech you for 
tears of batred and pd: gnation , be oreatly 
| diſpleaſed with your ſelves , becauſe you 


have ſo fooliſhly and wretchedly diſhonour- 
ed God, and ventured your eterral undoins: 
G9 2 and 
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and it yer thine eyes be not like the Fiſh. 
ponds of Heſhbon for thy fins , take words , 
and lament before God chine hardneſs of 
heart, that thou ſhouldlt ſo grievouſly offend 
and provoke God , ſo good, fo gracious a 
God, and that notwithſtanding thine hearc 
ſhould remain unbroken. 
Supplica. 5+ Let there be adied hearty cries to God 
tion, for pardon of all theſe and all other abominati- 
ons, Who forgives him, that ſcorns to ſue 
for RemiTon + Here is your work in this 
day : the Dzvil anda falſe heart will pur you 
upon other work ; but this is your preſent 
work : They made me the keeper of the V ine- 
' yards; but mine own V jneyard TI have not kept. 
But O ! donot leave che work that God ſets 
you about. I know it is your duty to pro- 
vide for the bodies of your Children ; bur 
confider the danger of thy Soul , what guile 
thou art under, and give the Lord no ref 
till he hath blotted out all thy (in, and art 
allured That he will remember it no more. 
Relieve not thy leif with the general baunty 
of God, or with the free grace and rich mer- 
cy of God 5 whit chou negletel to Cry tO 
Go! for grace and mexcy. He will be ſought 
wrto by the houſe of Iſrael, Prize thy condi 
tion , that thou art alive co pray: ( thou 
miginr} have been in Hell , there to bow! for 
ever and ever ) Seek the Lord, whilſt be may 
be found : Seek in time before it be roo late: 
And ir thou doubteRt whether thou haſt an 
intere(} in Chriſt and the promiſes , becauſe 
of chy hideous tranſgrehons ; yet ——_— | 
ie 


Cart, 1 
6, 
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the gracious wores thac tell once trom the 
mouch of Chriſt to the Samaritan : If thon John 4. 
did i} know the Fiſt of God, thou wonldſ} have 19, 
arkgd , and be would have given thee livin 
water, Tavugh thov art un worthy of Chil- 
drens bread, and ha't delerved to be caſt 
forth amnon3 che dogs; yet thou hait to do 
with *a bountitull and mercitull Lord ; and 
therefore be not cait down , ſo as to be dif- 
couraged from waiting on the Lord. Ic was 
ill ſaid of him , why hould I wait on the Lord 
any lnger ? T here is no hops. 1 would have 
thee ef better words into thy mouth , and 
ſay , © Lord I am unworthy to be the objett 
© of thy mercy , unworthy to live, worthy 
© rg be denyed , becaute tliou didit call, and 
«| did not hear , therefore it 1 call, thou 
&« maylt juſtly curn me off in thy fury : thou 8 
© mighte!t anſwer me by cerrible things in 
& righteouſneſs, But deal not with me ac- 
© cording to my deſervings : O! make me 
&« the great inſtance of the power of thy 
&« orace , let thy mercy in pardoning be 
« oreat, exceeding great O God ! 

Do not delay the ſuing out thy pardon, away Withour 
quickly to the Throne of Grace, Remem- 4clay, 
ber Felix put off his work till ſome orher 

time. There is danger in delays, leſt your 
ſenſe of Gn and ſorrow for it yariſh and de-. 
cay * blow up the fir(t ſparks of grace , leit 
they go out and dye again : take the firit ad- 

; vantages of the grace of God, Halt rhou an 
inclination to l:mble thy felt , to pray, to 
ſeek Gods face , improve it quickly , le(t the 
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wrath of Gvu ( who tÞ o2hiy provoked alrea- 
dy againit chee ) breax turca upon tire , axd 
there beno remedy. Do not you know tha: 
you have lott the fenfe ot che love of 150d 2 
But have you allo Joi} al fenſe of Gods 
wrath ! Do not you V onder you eſcape 2? 
that you a1C ye: alive ? iz7 you arc not free 
among the deat; incorporated wich the Hy - 
pocrices and damned crew 2 Will you, dare 
you, £0 on 1n your hardneſs of heart + Will 
VOil treaſnre HD wrath ag anmnit the day of 
wrath ? 'O! Gud tornid Lay by the world 
( rhy talſe triend , thy trezxcherous J oab, that 
bath ſ-nitten to the earch, wit! its Kiſſes, and 
its ſmiles) Here is a bulineſs on which thy 
life, the hi ot thy precious Soul depends, 
Prepare to meet thy God : wrati 15 gone ent 
from the Lord , bowl, weep, cry , ut may be 
yo! (hall be b14 1: the day of the Lords wrath, 
it may be your fins ſhall be forgiven. 
Titough the law be @ lookino-glaſe ro ſhew 
you your ſpots { the Laper under the law 
was made oft lozking-ploſſes ) yer it cannot 
cleanſe you : iti the Golpel alone, that par- 
dons Away ye wandring Sheev to the great Shep* 
heard of your Soul; : great he 15 in aftettion 
and love to his flock, he hath laid down his 
lite tor you , he hath purchaſed you with his 
own blord. Nathane parable of the Ewe- 
Lan b is moſt true of C'\rift , and his beloved 

Flock: he hath nouriſhed you up, and he 

3s willing to lay you in Its boſome. View 
yorr preat Surety this day. He came nnder 
2n Arreſt {or you, be hath diſcharged the 

debt 
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deve ot all chat come by taiti: co mm. 776 was 
-aptbyi.oy* our offences , aud 4 raiſed 19410 
for onr juſt fication, He 1s Ins WE 1 
ceſluris ( \/ien penivert ) "| ) Ne 6% have 
lit» wounds Lye un. treſſ-d , leſt Satan take any 
adv antage there! yy. Ir cher? + e Repertance t9- 
w ardi God . there be F ah towards the * 
Lord Tejwa Chriſt. It he hath -:ver you the 
fore- ranner, you I Ive Ins P -dp? his pawn » 
that he will forgive you Do not lay, Gad 
heareth not ſinners , Whi 1; t there 15 4 Fown- 
tain opened far ſin and for wiclea! meſs, All thy 
tins Cannvuc hb ut Its beca.:lC it 15s opened 0 waſh 
away (in. 

6. Adil to { Supplic, tion Reſolution, 
can you pardon your very Child , 
nv. prom le ro do {ono more Lot it be 1n 
che purpoſe of your hearts to neglet medi- 
tation no more, to keep up bicterneſs a- 
mons C'\rittians no more, Fc. Enter into 
an holy Vow againſt your hns. Be a through 
Proteſlast , proteſt againſt the World » the 
Fl:h, andthe Devil. fit will be thus if your 
hearts be throughly humbled for your fins, 

and truly inflamed again(t them. O ſay | 
ry it bnye I to do with {dols any move 2} O that 
you were very reſolute, come Lite, come 
Death, come Heaven, come Hell ; - yet I 
will change my courſe : I will no: ( ciroogh 
Gods grace helping me ) do as I h2ve done , 
omit as I have omitted T- you are not yery 
peremptory to re'; <.:14n and Sin, not t0 
yeild unto Tempt +104 , I u 2ncourage the 
Enemy to tempt you , wilt you are nor re- 
Go = ſfolyes 
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ſolved co deny lus 1v4i Citations, Tuat Wo» 
man 1s in danger of new lo! citations to un- 
cleanneſs , who doth not reſolutely bid de- 
fiance to the firit Temptation of the Ruftian, 
Perhaps you wonder , that atter many pray- 
ers, &c. your (in ({ill prevails 5 But know 
( faith ove ) fin will be your Conguerour, if you 
be not reſolved to be its enemy, Till reſoluti- 
on againitall (:n be wrought in you, God will 
hate all your prayers for ths pardon of your 
ſins. He hath an impudent forehead, a fore- 
head of Braſs , that dares £0 in before God , 
and ſay : © O Lord! I delcech thee to par. 
* don my worldlineſs , and earthly-minCe CG» 
* neſs, for 1 am not vet reſolved to be Hea- 
* yenly minded : O Lord, pardon my envy, 
**and I truſt thou wilt don, for yet I am. 
« vnreſolved ro part from it : Pardon mv 
* Rebellions ; for I am not yer reſolved 
« whether I ſhall ceaſe to be a Rebel. Be- 
lieve it, whilſt you do not reſolve to hate 
(in, it is a clear gn you have not a {piritual 
knowledge of its evil : Did you in'the light 
of the Spirit ſeen in its natrre , and in its 
bitter effets, did you ſee ir ag utterly incon- | 
filtent with all real happineſs, and as the in- 
fallible and unavoicable precipice of your in- 
tollerable and eternal damnation , this would 
make you hate (in, and to be irreconcilable 
to it. . 

wt But here TI muſt give you this cantion , 
war that you raiſe not your reſolutions on your own 
of Chriſt, Frevgth, tor then you will ſoon quit them 
by reaſon of your own weakneſs, When 
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you bind your (cit by a Vow againit iuth A 
lin , take Chriſt into the Bond to be ſur ety for 
you , togive you help and itrengel; © j er- 
form in the hour of tempration. ** Auguſtine 
« profeſſed that though the thoughts ut icav- 
© ing his (ins were once a great burthen to 
© him, yet at length being peremprorily 
« Refolved , he found ir a moit ealie and de- 
& lightfull thing to hye without them. 
Friends , your ſufterings may be nearer than 
you are aware of ; Your ſands I am fure run 
zalt , and no ſtop is put to them : you may 
not expett that the ſhadow will go backward 
ten degrees , it may rather go forward : you 
may hardly have one hours warning before 
you mult remove hence : how ſuddenly hath 
God cut down the Cedars and the thiſHler a- 
mongſt us} O ! in that day it will be as ſcal- 
ding lead to thee , that death and judgement 
ſurprized thee , when thou hadſt not ſo much 
as reſolyed to leave thy curſed Rebellions a- 
gainlt thy God, 


7. See what becomes of your Reſolutions : Reformas 
how they are made good : thou ha poſed 40D. 
not to offend, yea covenanted with F oy God ©/al. 
for better obedience , yea thou haſt /wors to ? 19+ 
keep his righteous Fudgements. Butbaſt thou 196+ 


dealt uprightly with thy God ? O ! be not ſa- 
tished with purpoſes and reſolutions ; but look 
to the performances of them. Bleſſed are ye 
of God , if all the ſinnes you have teen 
convinced of , and have engapzed a- 
gainſt, be now put away : it there be no 


more pride , ' coyetoulneſs , contention , 


ſelt- 
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ſelf-ſeeking 3 &c. returning with ſever 
worſe Devils upon you. | pray God we may 
ſee ( more than Kefol:tion ) tome real an 
permangn:t efte&t of all vorr Confethon . 
Sorrows, and reſolves, «OY! O!O! huw 
« would ic rejoyce my, Soul to fee an effe. 
© Ctual alteration im tte Faces, and Livez, 
&« and Converlations of _— urs > How 
&« ſha'l I bleſs God for ever, it by ſce! ns 
©« your Fac "ES 1N £1115 x 2 pe rfec t Glas , You be 
_ transformed "_ id Y OUT near S and I'ves I" 
« put inc 04 new tram? of obedience ? A. 
© mon” a: 'l ce 19ts IN þXI \W arid » none 
© ſaider than to fee multitudes , that ha 
ec cew F a:ec Z ibn-wards nYWY facing about 
© ro the vanes of the Genti'es, O! how 
cc z 0r10u3 » aw d2urathle a (1517 Will ic be 
« ro ſve theſe returning witu weep nz and 
« ſaphlication 

Here remember your Reformation maſt be 
general and ſpecial, O! Lahour to do as much 
for God and Grace, as you have done for the 
World and Self. As ye have yeelded you 
members ſervants to iniquity unt» pmiguity : WY" 
now yeeld you mrmbers ery ants of " Righteruſ- 
neſs wito H olizeſs. , Redeem all f former omi(- 
ſions by a dou! Je d ilizence : you having Aled 
away much of yo ur time , had need ſpur up 
your ſelves. See that you walk circumipettly, 
not as Fools, but as Wiſe, re deeming the 
time. 

But it 13 not only a general Reformation 
thatI adviſe you to : Watch alſo and pray a- 
g4inſt thoſe ſins by which you have myſt diſho- 
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youred God, It thou ar. recuvyeces vl _— 
gerous difeate, thou wilt general y ufie 4 
good diet, but eſpecial!;, get Anuaotes and 
Preſervatives againt! that diicate thou wall 
ſo lately cured of, ©, wizre tne enemy 
hath made che greateſt brea< 1es , there let 
there be double guards , and double tortin- 


” cations. Be Tertwlians > true penitents: ,, 
a 'g « i N onvult 


He would not burthen the Spirit of God , again . 

to deliver him from that fin, Foliow a w or- or rng 
thy Pattern, When David had ſhed blood , ©:21"s 
and had prevailed with God ro pardon that —_— 
lin, afterwards , though he longed for the cordie 
waters of Bethlehem, yet he abitains , and _—_ » 
checks himſelf , becauſe it did but hazard the Z©* 
blood of his Captains. Tert, 
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Motrues to make ſuch uſe thereof, 


A* now ( to haſten to a concluſion ) O yarives 
that if would pleaſe God to make my ro ler our 
«words as an Hammer, ro break the Rocks |! O hearrs be 
that I may be thus uſefvll ro your Souls 1 O broken 
that ſomewhat at laſt may be hinted , thac | w—_ 
may, through the ble fling of God, break yourgins. 
hearts for, and from ſin ! that may promote 
Your Repentance for your own, and yoar other- 
mens 


| Motrves to make ſuch uſe thereof. 


mens ſins ! And indeed unleis your brarts be 
broken for f1n , they will never bt broken from 
ſin; But che more bitcerneſs of Spiric you 
are in for fin, the more probabilicy chere is 
ou will not return unto fin. Wien men 
== ſurfected upon a Diſh , and are greatly 
atfl;ed and pained by ic , the more unlikely 
they are to return again unto that Diſh. Tha: 
is certain ( ſairh Mr. Burroughs ) either 4 
mans ſin will make an end of his mourning , or 
his mou" ning will make aa end of bus fin. Yea, 
if your hearcs be not broken for other mens 
(ins, they are not kindly broken for your 
own fins. You will never put it out of all 
doubt. that your ſorrow is right and genuine , 
unleſs you mourn tor others , as well as your 
own, fins ; for it will alwayes be objected , 
that if Sin 4s Sin were your Burden, it Sin as 
di /hovouring God, as wounding Chriſt, as 
grieving the Spiric, then other mens {ins be- 
ing reflexions an the:Authority and Will of 
the great God, Father, Son, and Spiric, ſhould 
have ſome conliderable weight upon your 
Souls, The eruth is, others hns become 
thine if thou knowelt them, and mournelt 
not for them. O thenl In what a caſe are 
all che hardned jolly Prefeſlours , who can 
make a ſport of Drunkeneſs, Uncleanneſs , 
Superſtition, Perjury, &c. in others. Con- 
ſider therefore by the Help of this Glaſs 
ethers ins, as well as thine own to help on thy 
brokeneſs of heart for and from (in. Behold 
( with David ) the tranſgrejſour, and be griev- 
ed ; becau'e they keep not Gods word : Let -_ 
owls 
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Souls ( with Lot ) be vexed”: tacre are great- 


' | er (ins found among Proteſſours in England, 
® | than were in Sodom : Let thy Soul he ( as his 
y was) 4s in Hell, 2s upon the Rack, How can 


you evidence that you are cranſlaced from 
* | ceath co life , becauſe you love the Brethren, 
7. | whilt you are not troubled to ſee them 
7 | wounding and damning their ſouls by their 
lins : youare grieved toſee apy Friends of 
yours in great hazards and dangers by the 
Sword , by Sickneſs, by Fire ; but the Souls 
of your Friends are in the greateſt danger , 
yet you lament not the (ght of theſe deplo- 
rable ſpeRaclef. God forbid that any of you 
ſhould have grounds of hope to gain Libere 
ties and outward Privileges by others provo- 
cations , Whilſt all their fins become yours , 
whilſt you are not” humbled for them. Bur 
to lay betore you ſome Conſiderations , that 
may ( ſet home by the Spirit ) draw water 
out of the Flint, 

I, Should not your hearts be broken for and 
from ſin, ſeeing ſin hath ſo incenſed God againſt greatly 
the Land of your Nativity ? Can you retire incenſcd. 
from the World , and feriouſly confider the 
Prints of Gods diſpleaſure againſt poor E ng- 
land , and yet remain impenicent? [; 34 no 
thing to you, that God hath for many years 

been withdrawing from his Santi uary in Eng- 
{ land? O 1 Your Miniſter: have had miſcar- 
rpng Wombs , and dry Breaſts : Though they 
roſe exrly , and ſate np late 5 were much 
watchings , and in labours , for the Conver- 
ſion and Edification of Souls ; yet how ſeL 

dome 
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dome haye any been wnder the Pangs of the 


; New Birth? How ſcldome were any pricked 


at the heart > How ſeldome have any cryed 
out , What (hall we do to be ſaved? And for 
others ( concerning whom we hoped better 
thing: ) How have they ſhed their Lea'? 
How lave they pined and withered away , as 
to Praitical God'ineſs > How have they lot 
that Serzouſneſs, thar Heavenlyneſs, that Pow. 
er of Godlineſs , which before they ſeemed to 
have had 2 Your Miniſters ſaw this , and la- 
menced it , they acquainted you with it, in- 
vited you © remember from whence you art 


fala, to repent, and do your firſt works ; 


But yet Tos returned not wito the Lord. Should 
nor this pierce your very hearts ? /; it no- 
thing to you , that not only your ſelves, but (1 
many Profeſſors in England , [bould loſe their 
faithful and pamful Minzſters? Is it nothing 
to you , for God to call home by Death, and 
otherwiſe, ſo many of his Embaſſadours , 
whom you have grieved , whom you have 
deſviſed and 4ffronced , and who have been 
more burthened with your Pride, Earthli- 
neſs, Diviſions, Senfualitv, &c. than they 
are wich their preſent Poverty and Dil. 
honours , under which they lye 2 Waat doth 
it pwtend, fave War and Hoſtility, when 
E mhaſſadours are called home > And may not 
ou fear , that the wrath of God is, and will 
again't you , till there be no remedy ? T hey 


\ Chron, macked the Meſſengers of God , and deſpiſed 


36. 16, 


hs Wards , and miſuſed his Prophets , untill 
the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his people , 
ral 


- 
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the ul there war 1.0 remedy. If God will treat with 
ed you no more : believe ir, he will fighe with 
ed you, And O1O1tO! who will ſet the 
ms Bryars and T hornes again/t bim He will goe 
i | through them , he will conſume chem in his 
: wratute Us zt nothing to you, that there u yes 
a ſuch 4 Spir;t of Diviſion in the Land? O! 
Mt | What bears and heart- burnings, what ani- 
” | molicies and jealoufies are there ? ſo that & 
O | Brother canzot truſt a Brother, Ls it nothing 
i- | royou, that God hath been ſo lang contending 
l- | with the Land , by the Sword, and by the Pe- 
* | frilence, and (> (ately by Fire? Is it nothing 
3 | ro you, thit God permitted that dreadful 
4 | Fire in London to break forth about Three of 
- | the Clock on a Lords Day morning ? Did he 
* | notchereby cauſe his Saybath ina manner to 
7 | ceaſein London ' Did not he make his holy 
> | DayofReſt, a Day of labour and diſquier ? 
1 | Did nothe hereby as it were anticipate his 
» | Peoples conventions to expiate him , and fo 
> | drew them as it were off from the Remedy , 
L | that his bands being looſened, he might puniſh,2 Chron. 
" | and not beprevaiied with to pardon? May 7-12. 
' | we not ſay with. Jeremiah, even npon this Dent. 9. 
' | account, The Lord hath ſwallowed wp all the 1 4. 
| Habitations of Jacob 3 and bath not pitted »J ere Ts 
| he hath thrown down 3n bis wrath the ſtroug 2, 
Holds of the Daughter of Judah, - be bath 
brought them down to. the ground? 1s it no- 
ghing , that at the ſame time , God ſhould 
ſend forth ſuch a boyſterow: 13nd , to fann 
and blow up the Fire, Eatt , - Weſt; --Soutb, 
and North, God therein execnting” the 
Judge- 
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Motrues to make ſuch uſe thereof. 
Judgemenc threatned againit Elam, of bring. 
"$ the four Winds from the four Qmarters of 

eaven, &c. If the puniſhnen: of one 
Elemenc ( faith a lace Writer ) be dreadful, 
as the Water was to the ol Werld; and the 
Air is-in Peſtilential Infeftions; and the 
Earth was, when it opened its mouth to 
ſwallow up Corb, and his company z how 
dreadful is Gods puniſhing a Land or Perſon 
wit double and treble Jadgements in one ? 
What vengeance is that like ro prove, which 
hath Gods Armies of Fire and Wind united ? 
Is it nothing , that che Fire burned at ſome 
time contrary to the Wind , and as it were in 
Oppolitionto it , and was then as uncheck- 
able, as when ir had the Winds railing and 
chaſing ic ? Is ic nothing, that in the drought 
of the ſeaſon , and the want of water , Gyvd 
ſeem'd to hinder the applicacion of Remora's 
to both Wind and Fire ? Was not therein the 
Judgement executed upon England in its 
beart, which God threatned againlt the 
(haldeant , a drought is upon ber Waters, and 
they ſhall be dryed wp ; forit 54 Land of gra- 
ven Images, and they are madd upon their 
Idols? Is it nothing , that the rational and 
probable anticipations of the conftagrating 

rogreſſes of the Fire , which might have 

en, were hid from the eyes of thoſe, 
whoſe intereſt ic would have been to have 
improved them? Did not God at that time 


take courage from the mighty, and wiſdome | 


__ the wiſe ? Is r _— , that London , 
great B ulwark of the Retormed Religion, 
| | agarn(t 


> ap. an. roo iii; at - at. ad. a 5 
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againit the aſſaulcs and batteries ot Popery 
and Prophaneſs, is in a great meaſure de- 
ſtroyed? Bar ( above all) Is ic nothing , 
that generally there is ſo lucle ſenſe of any 
of cheſe Judgements ? T7 be Wine of Aſtomſb- 
ment is given us to drink_, and we reel to and 


48t 


fro like Drunkards; But alas * 1 ho bumbleth 2 Chris, 
himſelf , and prayes , and ſeeks Gods face, and 7,14, 


turns from his wicked wayes, that God may heal 


our Land ? 


2. Should not your bearts be broken for and The fins 
from your [ins , ar ay ſons of any one of you of any 


in particular may bave been he great Incendi- one of us 


@&y? This is certain , God hath , for the de- may 


linquency of one man, yea for one fin, 


will nove chine heart, this wills but no- 
thing will without Gods concurſe : The 
Lord faſten this nay! , the Lord fix this upon 
thy Soul , and let it be as Frontlets between 
t .ine eyes day and night. When Achan was 
guilty of one fin, and thar a ſecret one, 
when he had ftoln a wedre of Gold, when 
he had impropriated it co his own uſe , which 
God had deſtined to another, he troubled 
the whole Church of God : the Armies of Iſ- 
racl Fell before the men of Al 5 the generation 
of Gods curſe , yea Joſhua , their Prince be- 
came dejeted, and his communion with 
God was thereby for a while broken. And 


the Lord ſaid unto Joſhua ; ger thee mp; Folk«7.\ 


£ 
brought Plazues upon many. If any thing (res. 


he 


odis 


wherefore lyeſt thou on thy face > Did not A+ 10, 11, 
chan the Son of Zerali commit a treſpaſs in the 12, &Ccs 
acenrſed thing , and m_ fell on all the Con« 224 205 
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gregation of Tiracl? And tha: man periſh- 
ed not alone i» his wiquity. The 1n1quity 
of Peor, though commicced loag agoe , 
yet raiſed a cloud of wrath, which was 
ready to empty it ſelf upon the whole 
Church of God for ic many years after. 
Joſh. 22+11 the iniquity of Peor tos little for us , from 
17» which we-are not cleanſed to this day, although 
there was a Plague inthe Congregation of the 
Lord ? The Gileowites ( wh# had craftily ſe- 
cured their Lives , by an exchange for cheir 
Liberties ) got an Oath from Sal, and ab 
moſt 500, years after, when this Covenant 
was broken , inthe ſlaying of many of them, 
and Sau/ was dead , che flouriſhing Church 
of God ſuffered three years Famine for this 
Perjury. ' Then there was a Famine in the 
2 Sam, 4aje' of David , three years , year after year , 
21,1, #»d David enquired of the Lord: And the 
Lord anſwered , It u for Saul, and for bis 
bloody houſe ;, becauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites. 
AManaſſeb finn'd ». and that colt the Liberties 
and Lives of many, geod as well as bad : 
Notwithſtanding the Lord twrned not from the 
frerceneſs of his great anger , wherewith bis 
33-26, anger was kindled againſt Judah , becauſe of 
all the Provocations that Maraſſeh bad pro- 
vohed him withall, Pharach retuſed to piye 
liberty to Gods Chovrch, to worſhip their 
God, and this brought unparallel'd Judge- 
ments and Plagues upon the wiol2 Land of 
E ape Amaleck; abuſe of Gods people was 
not forgotten for an hundred years; but God 
took up an everlaſting quarcel with _ 
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till he tad rootes tucm vic ot the Earth: 

Thu ſaith the Loyd of Hoſts, I remember that 

which Amaleck did ts liracl , bow be laid wait ! 54m: 
for him in the way , when be came np from 35+ 2+ 
E oypr. Yea, the Sins of one good manz 
have brought doun Plagues upon many, 
David ( whether out of c:xmofity , ON wain- 
glory , or confidence 31 an arm of fieſh ) would 
needs number tie people, ( a hittle fin in - 
compariſon of what we are guilty of ) yet it 
colt the lives of 70000. by the Peitileace. 
So the Lord ſent a Peſtilence upon Iſrael, &c, , 
and there dyed of the people , from Dan even 
to Beertheta , ſeventy thouſand men. Solomon 
was a good Prince, and yet by his fins he 
broughc miſerable confugons on the moſt 
conſiderable par: of the C:urch of [/rael, by 
that oreac revolt which it oCcahoned, Where- 
Fore the Lord ſaid to Solomon, For as much 1 Kings 
a5 this is done of thee, and thou haſt not keptmyli- 114 
{ ovenant , and my Sxzatuter , which [ bave 
commanded thee , Þ » ill ſurely rend the King- 

am from thee, and wil give it 10 thy Servant, 

Eli, agoo0d man , and a good Maittrate, 

yet becauſe too indulgent to his Children , 

(a Vice common , but ſeldome conſidered 

and bewailed ) wha: a fearful Plague brought 

be upon his Poſjerity , as well as himſelf? 

And the Lord ſaid «nto Samnel , Behola I wil _ 

do a thing in Iſrael, at which both the ears of * Sam, 
every one that heareth it (hall tigle. In that 3+ \ 1» 
day 1 will perform againſt El? all things Which 1» 13 
[ bave ſpoken concerning bis Hou'e : When 114: 


Sam, 
24» 15, 


begin , 1 will alſo make an end far 1 have 


'Hh 2 ; told 


P, 


484 Motrues to make ſuch uſe thereof, 
fold bim , that 1 will juige bis Houſe for ever , 
for the iniquity which be xnoweth ; becauſe bis 
Sons made themſelves vile, and be reſtrained 
them not, And therefore 1 bave ſworn unto 
'the Houſe of Eli , that the iniquity of Elies 
Houſe ſhall not be purged with ſacrifice nor «ffer- 
Luk,tt, ing for ever. T be blood of all the Prophets , 
5O, FI. ( ſaith Chriſt ) which was (hed from the Foun- 
Alat, dation of the World, ſhall br required of this 
23. 35, Generation , from the blood of Abel , unto the 
36, blood of Zacharias , which periſhed between the 
Altar and the T emple : V erily, I ſay unto you, 
it ſhall be required of this Generation, And 
yet who holds up his hand co Gods Barr, and 
cryes, Guilty , Guilty ? Who faith as Da- 
vid, when tie Angel forraged among the 
2 Sam, People , Let thy hand be againſt me; for theſe 
24+ 17. ſheep, What have they done > We are quick- 
fghted enough, yeatoo much, to eſpye and 
aggravate the (ins of others: We expect 
fearful Plagues for others Adulteries, Drun- 
kenneſles , Swearing and Blaſpheming ; But 
the Lord hearkeneth when we will own our 
Sins to be che Incendiaries , ſaying , What 
Jer.8.6. have I done? And What have | done , tO ſtop 
the mouths of ſo many of Gods faithful Mi 
mſters , tO wnſheath the Sword, to bring 
forth the deftrozing «Angel, to kindle the 
dreadful Fire in London? Are there not ſuch 
fins _— us, for which God hath plagued 
much people ? 1f ſecret fins of particular Per- 
ſons, have drawn down wrath on whole N a- 
tions , Why not thy -ſcandalow ins} Say no 
fnore, Such Oppoſition , Cagrnn, 2a 
iy 2 
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latrv, uncleaneſs , &c, will bring in miſery , 

as an armed man : vuc ſay, there is danger 

left God ſhould make an pcter end of poor 
England for my pride , for my nntbankful- 

nets, for my truſting inan Arm of fleſh, for 

my back-ſlidings : O! how many have I 

cauſed to fall by the Sword? and how many 

by the Peſftilexce? And Low many have I 

cauſed to be ruined by the Fire? Verily, if 

thou art gitilty of nv other {in , ſave pride , 

yet thou can(t not clear thy felt trom being 

one of England; Incef\diaries. O! how 

was the wrath of God upon Jernſalem, and 

Fudah , becauſe Hezchiab's heart was lifred 

up But Hezekiah rendred not again arcord- 

;ng.to the benefit done unto bim ;, for bus heart 2 Chron. 
was lifted up : therefore there was wrath upon 32, 25. 
him , and upon Judah , 4rd Fztuſalem. 

3. Should not your hearts be broken for and No Re- 


from your ſins , ſeermg without repentance the — 
_ no 


parted, God will not return unto your 

Souls, If ye forſake him, be will forſake 2 Chron, 

you, imports as much as , it you continue to I 5+ 2. 

forſake-him , he will continue to forſake 

you. Tfyourepent not , God will riot re- 

turn your liberties, your trade , his own 

Ordinances in purity and power , or at leaſt 

he will not return cheſe , or any other mer- 

cies ; you have linned away , in mercy : Bur 

you may expett greater judgements than e- 
Hhz ver 
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ver yet you law, to jall, not only upon 
your ſelves and faqulics , but upon the Land. 
Think not that chwere che prea: eſt linners 
in England , upon whom the Sword , or Pe. 
ſtilence , or Fice fell : Remember Chrifts I 
Luk .t 2,761 you Nay » but-except yau repent you ſhall all 
0. likewiſe periſh. © Wa nnto you that laugh now , 
Luk 6. for ye (h-ll mourn ard weep ; And will you 
25. run the hazard of this dreadful #/o 2 Will you 
run the hazarding of periſhing all, and alto- 
ether 2 151: not better tO mourn now , chan 
tO cry and bow! in the pit of Hell for ever? 
God hath determined within iis uwn brea(t , 
nay be hath expreſled this ro be his pleaſure 
w the Children of men , that ſooner , or la- 
ter, all ſhall mourn for ſin, cxther in this | 
life , or in the next ; And is it not better to | 
feel the weigat bere , than on a death bed , | 
| 
| 


or in Hell > Whar faid a Ru. fhan once ; when 
in the midſt of his jovial Companions he clapt 
lis bzn1 on his breaſt, and cryed out well, 
one day I muſt know what a wounded Conſcience 
weantth, Godis reſolute in this , you ſhall 
one time or other find it an evil and bitter 
thing to provoke him. And ſhall this conli- 
deration nothin2 move you ' I know this 
-ſhould not be the chief ground of yorr ſor- 
row : But yet Chritt was n- legal Preacher, | 
when he cryed out , in mn» more leaſt a worſe | 
thing happen to you. Go thou ſluggard to the 
Ant, provide in Summer for the inter. But 
Q che great cheats thar poor ſouls put upon 
themſelves ! rhey hope, though they repent 
not , thoughthey remain careleſs, worldly, 

&c, 


X | | 
Motrves to make ſuch uſe thereefs, | 4%7 
&c. yet ochers are not 10 careleis as they * 

though chey fait nor, yer chey hope ſome do: 

chovgh they ſpend no: im prayer , they 

hope others do ; and they hope to fare the 

7 | berrer for them, This is like the Doctrine - 

4 | of Rome : the Romanifts teach that there are 

b 

1 

1 


ſome opera peralia, lome penitential works, 
that you may have others todo for you , and 
yet fare as well as if you did them your ſelves; 
But for my part I ſhall as Gon believe that T 
ſhall be cured of the tone in the bladder, or 
, | of afilthy Leprofie by anothers taking Phy- 
lick for me ,/ as that I ſhall be ſaved by anv- 
: | thers repentance.O ! what folly is this to take 
relief and ſanAuary in others fervent Peritt- 
ons and deprecations of wrath , whilſt thon 
thy ſelf cryeit out, Soul take thine eaſe; ſtore vs 
laid up for thee by others? Alas ! tiow doſt thou 
know what others are a doing 2 Doe they 
blow the Trumpet , when they go to faſt? 
the more likely it is that they be Hypocrires. 
Bur hath not God ſaid , Go through the midſt 
of the City , through the midſt of Jeruſalen , Euk. 9. 
and ſet a mark ( only ) wpon the forctheads of 
the men, that ſigh and that cry for all the abo- 
minations that be done in the mirſt thereof ? and 
* again , Son of man , when the Land finneth a- 
gainſt me by tranſgreſſing grievouſly , then will 
[ ftiretch out mine hand npon it , andwill break, 
the ſtaff of the bread thereof, and will [end a fa- 
mine upon it , and will cut off - man and beaſt | 
from it, Though theſe three men , Noah , Extk: | 
Daniel ,. 4:4 Job were in it , they ſhould deli- 14+ 13 1 
ven but their own Soult, by their righteouſneſs, 14+ 
Jaith the Lord God. Hh4 4. Should 
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438 Aotrves to make ſuch uſe thereof. 
\, : 4+. Should not your bearts be broken for, and 
tents off! 9 Jour fins , ſeeing ſo long 4s you are impe- 
all they "ent, all you do, and /nſ[cr for God it abomi- 
do nw nable in his fight > Hardnels ot heart is a natty , 
ſuffer for; diſeaſe; it 151i! ea Leproſe , that makes all 
to ſhun a man : If you had ſuch a diſeaſe, 
that all would abhor you , would it not hum- 
ble you to the very duit > your impeni- 
gency makes you neicher fit company for 
God , nor his Saints : you are loathſome in 
the ſight of both , whil} you are under fo 
much guile , and yet inſen(ible of it. A ten- 
der broken hearted Chriſtian is lovely in 
Gods , and his peoples , eyes 3 but how up- 
ly a ſight is it to ſee a daring , bold, inſenh- 
ble finner, perſiſting in a courſe of lin, 
without repentance 2 If the wicked will turn 
from all bis ſins , that he hath committed , and 
keep all my ſtatutes, Fc. in his righteouſneſs 
that be hath done ſhall be live , &c. But when 
Fzck. the righteous turneth away from bis righteouſ- 
18, 21 "ſs, and commuteth iniquity , and deth ac- 
22, 24. cording to all the abominati» ns , that the wick- 
2 Ep. ofed man doth , ſhall be live ? all bis righteouſ- 
Fobs neſs that he hath done (hall not be meationed. 
».8, Andisit nothing to you to loſe the things you 
Gal. 3.\ have wrought ? Is it nothing to ſuffer , and 
FOR to ſuffer ſo many things in vain? 
Their 5. Should not your hearts be broken for , and 
_ from your fins, ſeeing ſo long ac you are 1oupe* 
. nitent God doth not only loath your ſervices , 
\hed, but be cannot take ary dc l:ght m your perſons R 
yea 508 cannot be reſtored into bis love and fa 
Powr? without Kepentarcetliere is no Rennſ- 
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* © tOus, did we ſee you putting yorr g.ouths 
cc; 


"Motigges to make ſuch uſe thereof. 49 
fon : Repent ye therefore j ard be corverted , AR. J» 
that your ins may be blotted out. And what ? 19. 
have you no mind to te forgiven your en 
end your other mens ſins ? have you no will ro 7798 
be at peace with God , and to te refiored 79% ime 
into his love and favour ? Are you comentfwndit 
that all theſe , and innumerable ſins more 9exm 
ſhould be cl arged upon your Accoutit > O ®#{er#- 
then ! beg ot God to break your hearts i, cordig 
and from your lins, A broken veſlel, a bro- ms 11 
ken heart , will hold beſt the oyl of mercy, 24s con- 
T be —_— of God are a broken Spoit : a 71m. 
broken and a contrite heart, O God! thou wit d, 
wot deſpiſe. 

6. Should nat your hearts be broken ſor and Bu their 
from your ſuns, ſeeing your Repeutance will be ſo __ 
pleaſing , and ſo reviving to your even broken- wouldex» 
bearted Miniſters > Your KRepentance Will ceedingly 
more plea/e God , than all your //»s bave diſ- pleaſe 
pleaſed him. Though your fins have yery Ged and 
much diſpleaſed him , yer he.,was /oth to de- — 
art from you , he hath departed only pra- ge, * 
dually 3 Burt if you will repent be will reads- 
ly return : ins departure he hath gone as it 
were a Snayles pace , but if you will return , 
he will return with ſpeed , be will turn to- 
wards you , and {all upon your Nicks, and kiſs 
you, and not upbraid you with any of your for- 
mer miſcarriager. And O ! what a refreſh- 
ing will it be to your fainting Miniſters to 
ſee you returning Prodigals ? © Believe it , 
© our Chains would te worn as Bracelets and 
©& 7ewell;, and Our Exile; would be a Paradiſe 
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Motrues te pidke ſuch aſe thereaf. 
© inthe dult , and crying out: becauſe of all 
© your Provocations. Ir is yout (Ecurity, 
« your ſeeking great things tor your ſelves , 
« your pride , your fovliſh expectations of 
© our returns, whilſt you, and we are ſo un- 
« fir for ſuch a mercy , that is our greateſt 
© burden, and lies heavier on us tian the 
« wrath of any, ſave of God Almighty. 
© God knoweth, who knoweth the ſecrets of 
<« our Souls , that we could be contented to 
© be ban:/hed from the face of men , fo that 
© you were delivered from the power of your 
© luſts : If you hve and fand faſt in the faith, 
© welive , and though we have nothing » yet 
<« we poſſeſs all things, joying and rejoycing 
© toſee your Zeal, your Repentance , your 
© ſndignations and Revenges againit your 


, (ins. . But wo is unto us# we fear we have 


© ſpent our Lungs, our Time , our Studies, 


' *gur Lite in vain upon you , whilſt we be- 


© hold your benummeeneſs, your inſenhble- 
<« neſs of all the tokens of Gods diſpleaſure , 
e« by reaſon of your tranſgrethons. And will 
© you add affisftson to the affiitted? Is it not 
© enough that we are twrned ont of, the V me- 
© yard , where we loved our work, better 
** than our {ives ; Is it not Eno 1gh that we 
are ca(t forth tom among our People and 
«Friends to ſeek bread for our ſelves and lit- 
© tle ones from door to door ? Bit will you 
&« haye a greater hand in our miſery than any 
« others 2 Will you lay the greateſt load of 
© trouble upon us , whilſt ocheys oppreſs our 
« outward many Will you $20 On to vex our 

« Spirits ? 
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Motrues tomake ſuch ofe therevf. 
« Spirits ? Hay* pitty upon ns, O Children! 
« whom we have begotten 1 the Goſpel : ,you 
& ca!i us your ©p ritual Fathers, you did ye- 
« ceive vs 44 Angels, yea us Jeſus Chriſt, you 
« would have plucked out your eyes to dO us 
trood; O! now what do we beg ? not to 


491. 


& have your eyes out, but fd, hll'd with rears, Gal. 4+ 


&« and your bearts fill'd with ſorrow for , þa- , 


& tred ahd indignation again , your fins? 
& Weep not for ws ; but weep for your ſelves : 
&« And is there not a cauſe 2 Your tears will 
& be our meat and drink: a great part of owr 
& joy willariſe from ſeeing your godly ſorrow: 
© Hagar Was not more reteſhed with her 
« fountain, than we ſhall be to find your 
& heads as waters , and your eyes as fountains 
« of tears, and you weeping day and night 
& for your own and others provocations. 
« Let it ſufhce you that you have fo long 
© orieved us and Chriſt by your Security , 
& Self-love, Worldlineſs, Price , and Paſſi- 
© ons. O that now the Egyprians ,. that we 
« have ſeen among you , may te feen alive 
© no more ! Lerus not te bafined to our 
e« orayes by your impenitencies and ſtubborn 
« departures from God, We are troubled 
e to find ſtill among you and upon you, 
ef thoſe very [ins , which have laid Kingdoms 
© and Churches waſt , and yet you fecure : 
* as if the Lord had powred out a Spivit of 
© {:mber upon you : thoſe very fins, which 
« oyerthrow the Churches of Judea and Afia 
©« zre found among you, and will you not 
repent, and do your firlt wprks ? lr grieves 
« ug 
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, or 


Motrues to make ſuch uſe theveef, 
«© us to che heart to ſee tins run through you , 
& as water chrough a Mill , and you regard ic 


«© not. We beſeech you our of love to God, ' 


« ro your own Souls, and to us an4 our com- 
< forts , that you would ceaſe to do evil, and 
« [earn to do well: Be mnved with fear , and- 
e< prepare an Ark. Tac old world wonld not 
« believe Noah; But the Lord mide chem 
© to know he was a Prophet of Rigiteouſ. 
© neſs, We pitty your Souls, we are trou- 
« bled co ſee what confidence you put in uns 
« certgin Signs and Prognoſtications , which 
< beget careleſzneſs and ſecurity in you , and 
« how litcle you fear the chreatnings of mo? 
£« dreadfull Judgements againſt choſe very 
© (ins you have lived in : = a ſad thought 
© we have about you , whilit we ſee your 
<« ficklenels, inconltancy, ({upidity , and un- 
« grounded, ( becauſe unicriprural ) hopes. 
KO! return, return, repent, repent ; that we 
© may be able ro lay, ye are our joy , our 
& Crown, our rejoycing mn the day of Chriſt. 

7. And Lily , Should not your Hearts be 


«<ver, tor broken for and from your ſins, even by what 


ought 
re 
kaow,] 


may be ſeen in this Glaſs , ſeeing now God gives 
you not only timg to Repent , but an opportunti- 
ty of Repentance , and ſuch an one, a4 if you 
neplett it you may never have the like again? 
en rme and the means are married and 
lodged together ( ſaith one ) they beget oppor- 
rmwuty, Now time, and means meet together 
ro effe&t your Repentance, If rhis oppor- 
tunity be loſt , you may never have angther : 
and if you ſhould never have any other, your 
caſe 
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Mottives to make ſuch uſe thereof, 493 * 

ſe is deſperate. Opportunicies cannot be 
ay'd , or wept back again. Eſas's inſtance x7,þ 12, 
pats it out of all doubr, In Gods opportu- x5, 

nity it is an ealie thing co repent ; bur if this 
opportunity ſhould be loſt by you, ( which 

God forbid ) it may be impothble-for you to | 
repent , God may juſtly give you up to Ju- See Mr. 
dicial impenitency. * I&may be God doth Fenners 
'now by this Treatiſe ſpeak home unto thy *VZ®7 
«Soul , now it may be God warms thy beart, of 4*fer- 
©now it may be God works in thee good 7g 76- 
thoughts and defires ; Now is thy day of P*"4#ce 
torace ; But ( to uſe che words of one of the olio 
chiefeſt of Enolands late Alarming Preach- 35» 36. 
ters, with ſome lictle variation ) It thou ler 
©this day paſs,thou mailt delire to have one of 
rhe crops of that blood, that hath been ofter- 
ted to thee, and yer never have it: thou 
'mayſt delire to feel one drap vf his ſpirit , 
Fchat hath knockr at thine hearc x; and yer 
© 90 without it : thou maiſt intreat for one 
e dram of that mercy, that hath been offered, 
and thou haſt rezeaed 3; bur ir ſhall never 
© be granted to thee : God may clap that fear- 
full ſentence upon thee, Now benceforth 
never grow fruit more on thee , never repen- 
© tance come into thine heart more. It now 
frhou wilt not repent and be converted , the 
Lord may ſet it down in his decree, that 
* from this day forward thou mayſt fumble a- 
*boutthy lins ; bur ſhall never get viRtory 
© over them : thou mayſt ever be mourning 
© for thy corruptions ; but never mourn right 
*forrhem ; thou mayſt blavder about repen- 
« tance, 
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Eztk. 
24. 23» 


Eztk. 
24. 13- 


 Matzves to make ſuch uſe thereef,, i 
©rance , uut never do the work, You jhall nxt 
* mourn , nor weep ; but you ſhall pine away jn 
© your wiquaties, There is many a Soul tor 
© contemning of God , and not taking up re- 
* pentance, while he may have it, upon 
© whon this .plague of God is come , that 


, © they are ever repenting , but never able to 


© repent ; ever poring upon their [ins , bur 
© never able to come out of them ; they pray 
© and pray againſt them, bur their prayers 
* moulder away under ghem ; for they ſhall 
© pine =_ for their tranſgreſszonr, What is 
©the reaſon? Way? becauſe 1 would hav: 
© purged thee , and thou waſt not purged , thou 
, fab not be purged any more. May not God 
© lay to thee thu; ? Becauſe I have given, thee 
© line upon line , precept wpon precept , cafl up- 
© on call ; not only outward , but inward 
© calls , ordinance upon ordinance , provi- 
© dence upon providence, book upon b-0k , 
© motion upon motion : Becauſe I have uled 
© all means, fair means, and foul means ; [ 
© have plainly ſh2wed chee thy fins by my 
© Word and Rod, and by this glaſs, I haves 
« wakened thine own Conſcience, yea and 
e ſtirred up , as by ocaer Sermons and T rea 
© eiſes, lo by thic, go0d thoughts and dee 


c fires in thee; becauſe wnld have cleanſet], | 


© thee, and thou waſt nat cleanſed , thou ſhak 
© never be cleanſed. Is not this a fearfull ſen» 
<rence? Alas | Thy hearc is very hard , and 
e thy Conſcience very much ſeared, if the 
© reading hereof doth not make thee quake 
T and tremble. Whar ſhall 1 ſay > Now is the 
Axt 
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© Motrues #9 make ſuch uſe thereof, 495 
Axe laid to the root of the Tree, Tine Op- pg, 3 
portunity is now : It thou paſs by this Now, 
. | thou _— for gyghr'T caq tell,; thou * 
" | mayſt be chopre ft preſently. ' O). Neglet 
not the preſet Now , leit thou be cut off for 
ever. Thou arr in danger of being preſent- 
ly cut down , if thou doſt not preiently re- 
nt, Every Tree which br ingeth not forth , 
7 (in the preſent tenſe ) good fruit, is ( even 
or the preſent ) bewn down , and caft into the 
Fire. 1 ſhall conclude with the words of the 
Apofile , The Earth which drinketh in the 
4 | 141n that cometh oft ppon it , and bringeth forth 
4 | ferbs meet for them , by whom it 15 dreſſed, re- 
, cerveth bleſsing from God: But that which Heb. 6. 
|} beareth thorns and bryavs, is rejefied, and 15 7,89. 
1 | nigh punto curſing , whoſe end is to be burned : 
But , Beloved , we are perſwaded better things 
of yous » and things that accompany Salvation 
ſuch a repentance as cannot be leparated 
om Salyation ) though we thus Fpeak :; yea 
therefore we thus write, 
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Soli Deo ſit G loria, 
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Such Senſe-ſpopling Miſtakes , as ( notwith- 
Randing the great care of the Printer and 
Corre&or ) occurr in the farit 19. Sheets 
of this Glaſs , the Cavdid Reader is delired 


to correct thus , 


P Ape 2. Line 18. for ſaid, read ſaw. p. 37. 
|. 20. for buy, read by. p, 39. 1. 20. for ' 
ſelt ſeizings, read ſelf. ſetkings. ibid. 1. 17, 
atter joyn'd, adde, and muſt be taken. Þ. 52, 
[. 20, for they, read be, P. $6. 1. 15. for lure, 


read ſave. p. $4.1. 23. tot poiſed, read poſed, - 
P. 106. 1, 10, for begin, read began, p. 123, 
. 21. for ſalocy, read ſawcy, Pe. 124. |. 25, 
after want, adde, are ſuch. P.1 74. 1. 32, for 
meetings, read melcings. p. 158. 1. x. dele as. 
p.16Gr. 1. 28. for of, read as are; p. 168, 
Marg. torilli, read illis, p. 182. 1.26, for 
to, read roo. p.194. 1. 13. for rugetie, read 
wigs t)s. ibid. 1.16; for Ponmnnti es, read Twwuss 
dis, p.202, J.5. for ſaneſti, read ſavaſti; 
Pp. 225. Marg. for affeRionibus, read affi;- 
Gionibus. p.250. 1.11, for for, read or. p, 
269. 1.23. after to, adde do. p. 299, l. 20, 
21. dele rather. 
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